




















 

Agenda for 2026 Congressional Staff Visit to Redmond, WA 

 

Wednesday, October 7, 2026 

Start Time End Time Subject/Speaker Location 

5:00 pm ET 7:51 pm 

PT 

Flight to Seattle, WA 

Alaska Airlines Flight AS 3 

Washington (DCA) to Seattle (SEA) 

Meet shuttle representative at the AS #3 baggage 

carousel upon arrival in Seattle 

Ronald Reagan WA 

National Airport 

1022 National Airport 

Access Rd,  

Arlington, VA 

8:30 pm 9:00 pm Shuttle from SEA to Hyatt Regency   

9:30 pm  Arrive Hyatt Regency Bellevue 

 

Hyatt Regency 

Bellevue 

900 Bellevue Way NE 

Bellevue, WA 98004 

- No Further Scheduled Events - 

 

Thursday, October 8, 2026 

Start Time End Time Subject/Speaker Location 

8:00 am 8:30 am Shuttle Departs for Microsoft 

Meet the shuttle driver at the Evergreen Ballroom 

Entrance  

Hyatt Regency 

Bellevue - Evergreen 

Ballroom Entrance 

8:30 am 9:15 am Welcome Breakfast and Opening Remarks  

Frank Cavaliere, General Manager of 

Congressional Affairs 

Frank will discuss Microsoft’s culture, journey, values, 

footprint in the Puget Sound, and overview of the 

presentations and content during the day.  

Executive Briefing 

Center (EBC) 

Room 4F 

16070 NE 36th Way 

Redmond, WA 98052 

9:15 am 9:45 am Quantum Executive Briefing 

Executive Overview of Quantum computing to 

set the stage ahead of the lab tour. 

Executive Briefing 

Center (EBC) 

Room 4F 

9:45 am 10:00 am Shuttle from EC One to B127  

10:00 am 11:15 am Quantum Lab Tour 

Zulfi Alam, CVP Quantum 

Microsoft Azure Quantum innovates across every 

layer of the quantum stack, from software and 

applications to control and devices. This includes the 

pursuit of fault-tolerant topological qubits that scale 

towards a general-purpose quantum computer. The 

group will be broken into 3 sub-groups and 

participate in a tour of the Quantum Lab. 

B127 | Quantum Lab 



Start Time End Time Subject/Speaker Location 

11:15 am 11:30 am Shuttle Building 127 to EC One  

11:30 am 12:30 pm Lunch and Break Executive Briefing 

Center (EBC) 

Dining Room 

12:30 pm 2:00 pm Data Centers: How They Work and Why They 

Matter 

Rima Alaily, CVP & GC, Infrastructure Legal 

Affairs 

A conversation about Data Centers focused on:  

why data centers are important, how data centers 

work, and Microsoft's approach to Data Center 

communities. 

Executive Briefing 

Center (EBC) 

Room 4F 

2:00 pm 3:00 pm Immersive Experience  

Tom Leers, Envisioning Specialist 

Immersive experience sessions (3) highlight industry-

specific innovations and cutting-edge technologies 

that illustrate how organizations are partnering with 

Microsoft to disrupt their industries and bring AI 

transformation to life. The immersive experiences will 

cover AI in health and life sciences, energy, and 

education. 

Executive Briefing 

Center (EBC) 

Experience Zones 

 

3:00 pm 3:15 pm Break and Snack Executive Briefing 

Center (EBC) 

Room 4F 

3:15 pm 3:30 pm Shuttle to Redwest-C  

3:30 pm 4:30 pm Digital Crimes Unit Tour 

Shilpa Bratt, Business Operations & Program 

Director 

Microsoft’s Digital Crimes Unit (DCU) is an 

international team of technical, legal and business 

experts that has been fighting cybercrime to protect 

victims since 2008. We use our expertise and unique 

view into online criminal networks to uncover 

evidence so that we can make criminal referrals to 

appropriate law enforcement throughout the world. 

DCU technicians will lead a tour through the space. 

Redwest C | DCU 

5600 148th Ave NE  

Redmond, WA 98052 

4:30 pm 5:00 pm Shuttle to Hyatt Regency Bellevue  

5:00 pm 6:15 pm Break  

6:15 pm  Meet in lobby to walk to dinner  

6:30 pm 8:00 pm Dinner at Black Bottle Bellevue 

Microsoft subject-matter experts will be invited to join 

congressional staff for dinner and continue the day’s 

substantive discussions on emerging technologies 

and related public policy issues. The discussion will 

919 Bellevue Way NE, 

Bellevue, WA 98004 



Start Time End Time Subject/Speaker Location 

provide congressional staff an opportunity to further 

explore these issues as they relate to their official 

responsibilities. 

- No Further Scheduled Events - 

 

Friday, October 9, 2026 

Start Time End Time Subject/Speaker Location 

6:00 am 6:30 am Shuttle to SEA 

meet shuttle outside the Evergreen Ballroom 

Entrance at the Hyatt Regency Bellevue 

Hyatt Regency 

Bellevue - Evergreen 

Ballroom Entrance 

8:00 am PT 4:05 pm 

ET 

Flight to Washington, DC 

Alaska Airlines AS 4 

Seattle (SEA) to Washington, DC (DCA) 

Seattle Tacoma 

International Airport 

2720 Access Rd, 

SeaTac, WA 

 
Ms. Beltran: 

8:40 am PT  Flight to Portland, OR 

Alaska Airlines AS 279 

Seattle (SEA) to Portland, OR (PDX) 

Seattle Tacoma 

International Airport 

2720 Access Rd, 

SeaTac, WA 

 

- TRIP ENDS – 

Congressional Staff Delegation Biographies 
 

 

Liz Beltran 

Senior Policy Advisor 

Representative Troy A Carter, Sr.  

 

Liz serves as Senior Policy Advisor to Congressman Troy A Carter, Sr. (LA-

02), a Member of the House Energy and Commerce (E&C) Committee. 

She previously served as the legislative/congressional affairs lead on 

health workforce and rural health issues at HRSA’s Office of Legislation 

within the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services and as a 

Legislative Assistant to Rep. Marilyn Strickland (WA-10), where she led the 

congresswoman’s work on the Houe Transportation & Infrastructure 

committee and other issues, including tech policy. Liz received a Bachelor 

of Arts Degree in Political Science and Philosophy from the University of 

Oregon. 



 
 

Jon Cardinal 

Director of Economic Development 

Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer 

 

Jon is Director of Economic Development for United States Senate 

Democratic Leader Charles E. Schumer. In this capacity, he works on the 

Senator’s legislative agenda on various economic policy areas, including 

innovation and industrial policy, banking, housing, and community 

development, small business, and workforce development and labor. 

Working for Leader Schumer, he played a central role in developing and 

passing into law the CHIPS and Science Act as well as industrial 

investments in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act and the Inflation 

Reduction Act. He also manages the Senator’s relationships with CEOs 

and the broader private sector. 

 

Jon has almost 19 years of experience working in the United States 

Senate. Before his current role with Senator Schumer, he served in a 

similar economic policy position with United States Senator Kirsten 

Gillibrand. He began his career on Capitol Hill in 2007 working for former 

United States Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton.  

 

A native of Ogdensburg, New York, Jon is a graduate of St. Lawrence 

University and a recipient of the Harry S. Truman Scholarship for public 

service.   

 

 

 

Dimitri DeChurch-Silva 

Associate Counsel 

Senator Christopher A. Coons 

 

Dimitri DeChurch-Silva serves as associate counsel to U.S. Senator 

Christopher A. Coons.  His portfolio includes administrative law, law 

enforcement, antitrust, intellectual property, and judicial 

nominations.  Dimitri previously worked as an associate in the 

international trade group of a global law firm and clerked on the U.S. 

Court of International Trade and the U.S. District Court for the Western 

District of Kentucky.  He holds degrees from the University of Kentucky 

and the Georgetown University Law Center.   

 

 



 

Rhys Dubin 

Legislative Fellow 

U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

 

Rhys Dubin is a legislative fellow on the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee minority staff where he covers cyber and emerging 

technology issues. Previously, he was a policy advisor and biotechnology 

policy coordinator in the Office of the Special Envoy for Critical and 

Emerging Technology at the U.S. Department of State.  

 
 

 
 

Sierra Fuller 

Policy Advisor 

Senator Jacky Rosen  

 

Sierra leads Senator Rosen’s tech and telecom policy portfolio, including 

priorities before the Senate Commerce Committee and Senate Armed 

Services Committee. Prior to joining Senator Rosen’s policy team, she 

worked for Rep. Yvette D. Clarke (D-NY) and former Rep. Tom O’Halleran 

(D-AZ), both members of the House Energy and Commerce Committee. 

Before coming to Capitol Hill, she worked at a multi-client lobbying firm, 

Cornerstone Government Affairs, where she represented a range of 

industries, including tech and telecom clients. Sierra is a graduate of 

Colby College and a Seattle native.  

 
 

 
 

 

Sam Madsen 

Legislative Assistant 

Representative Pat Harrigan  

 

Sam Madsen currently works for Congressman Pat Harrigan (R-NC) as a 

Legislative Assistant; he has been with his office since the start of the 119th 

Congress. Rep. Harrigan serves on the House Science, Space, and 

Technology Committee as well as the House Armed Services Committee. 

Previously, Sam worked for the House Foreign Affairs Committee. Prior to 

the Hill, Sam worked at the National Defense Industrial Association’s 

Emerging Technologies Institute. 

Sam is a former Ford Presidential Foundation Fellow and is currently a 

2026 Eurasia Congressional Fellow with the Atlantic Council. Sam 

graduated from the University of South Carolina with a bachelor’s degree 

in political science (May 2024).  

 



 

Gabrielle Murphy 

Legislative Assistant  

Senator John Barrasso 

 

Gabrielle Murphy serves as a Legislative Assistant in the U.S. Senate for 

Senator Barrasso, managing a policy portfolio centered on artificial 

intelligence, innovation, telecommunications, broadband, manufacturing, 

and federal budget appropriations. Prior to her role on Capitol Hill, 

Gabrielle worked as a Strategy & Consulting Senior Analyst at Accenture 

Federal Services, where she advised defense leadership and served as an 

AI Policy strategist for Department of the Air Force clients. Her work 

focused on emerging technology policy, data strategy, and enterprise 

digital transformation. Gabrielle holds a Master of Public Policy from the 

University of Virginia and recently completed the Congressional Tech & 

Policy Fellowship at Georgetown University. She grew up on a ranch in 

Wyoming, and remains a dedicated Philadelphia sports fan. 
 
 

 
 

Bridget Pegg 

Legislative Correspondent 

Senator Brian Schatz 

 

Bridget Pegg is a Legislative Correspondent for Senator Brian Schatz, 

advising on technology and economic policy. Previously, she served in 

the U.S. House of Representatives and the Missouri and New York State 

Legislatures, and worked as a local journalist. She also serves as the 

Technology Chair for the Modernization Staff Association. A St. Louis 

native, Bridget is a graduate of the University of Missouri.  
  
  

 

Garrett Puckett 

Director of Coalitions 

House Republican Conference 

 

Garrett Puckett is the Director of Coalitions for the House Republican 

Conference under Chairwoman Lisa McClain, who he has worked for 

since her arrival to Congress in 2021. Prior to that he worked for Senator 

John Kennedy. Originally from Wallingford, Connecticut, Garrett holds of 

Bachelor of Science in Political Science from Endicott College and a 

Master of Professional Studies in Legislative Affairs from The George 

Washington University.  

 



 

 

Nikitha Rai Shah 

Senior Policy Advisor 

Senator John Hickenlooper 

 

Nikitha Rai Shah serves as Senior Policy Advisor to Senator John 

Hickenlooper on the Senate Commerce Committee, where she leads the 

Senator’s work on technology policy, including artificial intelligence, 

semiconductors, cybersecurity, quantum technology, and trade. 

Previously, she led technology and national security policy for Senator 

and then Rep. Andy Kim. Before her work on Capitol Hill, Nikitha worked 

in the private sector, including at Barclays Capital, where she led initiatives 

focused on artificial intelligence and emerging technologies. She holds a 

master’s degree in Security Studies from Georgetown University and a 

bachelor’s degree from Mount Holyoke College. She is a native of Erie, 

Pennsylvania and a (long-suffering) Steelers fan.  

  

 

Bradley Tauber 

Legislative Assistant & Foreign Policy Advisor 

Representative Greg Landsman 

 

Bradley Tauber is a legislative assistant and foreign policy advisor for Rep. 

Greg Landsman (D-OH), His portfolio covers national security, foreign 

affairs, and the U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee's 

Communications and Technology Subcommittee, among other issue 

areas. His policy work focuses on addressing foreign telecommunications 

and emerging technology as a critical national security issue. He has a 

B.A. in political science and history from the University of Michigan. 
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