


S Original Amendment

This form must be completed by an officer of any organization that served as the primary trip sponsor in providing travel expenses or
reimbursement for travel expenses to House Members, officers, or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. A completed copy of the 
form must be provided to each House Member, officer, or employee who participated n the trip within 10 days of their return. 
You must answer all questions, and check all boxes, on this form for your submission to comply with House Rules 

Travel Regulations. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in the denial of future requests to sponsor trips 
and/or subject the current traveler to disciplinary action or a requirement to repay the trip expenses.

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

1. Sponsor(s) who paid or provided in-kind support for the trip:

2. Travel Destination(s):

3. Date of Departure: Date of Return:

4. Name(s) of Traveler(s):
Note: You may list more than one traveler on a form only if all information is identical for each person listed.

5. Actual amount of expenses paid on behalf of, or reimbursed to, each individual named in Question 4:

Total Transportation
Expenses

Total Lodging
Expenses

Total Meal
Expenses

Total Other Expenses
(dollar amount per item 
and description)

Traveler

Accompanying
Family Member

6. All expenses connected to the trip were for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump sum payment.
Signify statement is true by checking box.

I certify that the information contained in this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature: Date:

Name: Title:

Organization: 

I am an officer of the above-named organization. Signify statement is true by checking box.

Address:

Telephone: Email:

Committee staff may contact the above-named individual if additional information is required.

If you have questions regarding your completion of this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103.

last updated 7/2023

(meeting room, meeting
materials, hotel fees)

Tyler Baker
Sabine Signature







PRIMARY TRIP SPONSOR FORM
This form should be completed by private entities offering to provide travel or reimbursement for travel to House Members, officers, 
or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. A completed copy of the form (and any attachments) should be provided to each invited 
House Member, officer, or employee, who will then forward it to the Committee together with a Traveler Form at least 30 days before 
the start date of the trip. The trip sponsor should NOT submit the form directly to the Committee. The Committee website (ethics. 
house.gov) provides detailed instructions for filling out the form. The Committee will notify the House invitees directly of its
decision and will not notify the trip sponsors.

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1001. 
future trips. Signatures must comply with section 104(bb) of the Travel Regulations.

1. Sponsor who will be paying for the trip:

2. I represent that the trip will not be financed, in whole or in part, by a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent.
Signify that the statement is true by checking box.

3. Check only one. I representthat:
a. The primary trip sponsor has not accepted from any other source, funds intended directly or indirectly to

finance any aspect of the trip; OR
b. The trip is arranged without regard to congressional participation and the primary trip sponsor has accepted

funds only from entities that will receive a tangible benefit in exchange for those funds; OR
c. The primary trip sponsor has accepted funds, services, or in-kind assistance from other source(s) intended

directly or indirectly to finance all or part of this trip and has enclosed disclosure forms from each of those
entities.
If is checked, list the names of the additional sponsors:

4. Provide names and titles of ALL House Members and employees you are inviting. For each House invitee, provide
an explanation of why the individual was invited (include additional pages if necessary):

5. Yes No Is travel being offered to an accompanying family member of the House invitee(s)?

Date of Return: Date of Departure:

a. City of departure:

Destination(s):

City of return:

Check only one. I represent that

a. The sponsor of the trip is an institution of higher education within the meaning of section 101 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965; OR

b. The sponsor of the trip does not retain or employ a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent; OR
c. The sponsor employs or retains a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent, but the trip is for attendance

at a one-day event and lobbyist / foreign agent involvement in planning, organizing, requesting, or arranging
the trip was de minimis 

last updated 7/2023
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9. Check only one of the following.
a. I checked 8(a) or(b) above; OR

b. I checked 8(c) above but am not offering any lodging; OR
c. I checked 8(c) above and am offering lodging and meals for one night; OR
d. I checked 8(c) above and am offering lodging and meals for two nights.  If you checked this box, explain why

the second night of lodging is warranted.

10. Attached is a detailed agenda of the activities House invitees will be participating in during the travel (i.e., an 
hourly description of planned activities for trip invitees). Indicate agenda is attached by checking box.

11. Check only one of the following.
a. I represent that a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent will not accompany House Members or

employees on any segment of the trip. Signify the statement is true by clicking the box; OR

b. Not Applicable.  Trip sponsor is a U.S. institution of higher education.

12. For each sponsor required to submit a sponsor form, describe the interest in the subject matter of 
the trip and its role in organizing and/or conducting the trip:

13. Answer parts a and b. Answer part c if necessary:

a. Mode of travel: Air Rail Bus Car Other (specify: )
b. Class of travel: Coach Business First Charter Other (specify: )
c. If travel will be first class, or by chartered or private aircraft, explain why such travel is warranted:

14. I represent that the expenditures related to local area travel during the trip will be unrelated to personal 

or recreational activities of the invitee(s). Signify that the statement is true by checking box.

15. Check only one. I represent that either:
a. The trip involves an event that is arranged or organized without regard to congressional participation 

and that meals provided to congressional participants are similar to those provided to or purchased by other
event attendees; OR

b. The trip involves events that are arranged specifically with regard to congressional
participation. If is checked:
1) Detail the cost per day of meals (approximate cost may be provided):

2) Provide the reason for selecting the location of the event or trip:

16. Name, nightly cost, and reasons for selecting each hotel or other lodging facility:

Hotel Name: _____________________________ City: _______________________ Cost Per Night: __________________

Reason(s) for Selecting:

Hotel Name: _____________________________ City: _______________________ Cost Per Night: __________________

Reason(s) for Selecting:

Hotel Name: _____________________________ City: _______________________ Cost Per Night: __________________

Reason(s) for Selecting:



17. I represent that all expenses connected to the trip will be for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump
sum payment. Signify that the statement is true by checking the box.

18. TotalExpensesforeachParticipant:

Actual Amounts
Good Faith Estimates

Total Transportation
Expenses per Participant

Total Lodging Expenses
per Participant

Total Meal Expenses
per Participant

For each Member,
Officer, or Employee

For each Accompanying
Family Member

Other Expenses
(dollar amount per item) (e.g., taxi, parking, registration fee, etc.)

For each Member,
Officer, or Employee

For each Accompanying
Family Member

19. Checkonly one:
a. I certify that I am an officer of the organization listed below; OR

b. Not Applicable.  Trip sponsor is anindividual or a U.S. institution of higher education.

20. I certify by my signature that
a.
b. I am not a registered federal lobbyist or registered foreign agent; and
c. The information on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature: Date: 

Name: Title:  

Organization:  

Address: 

Email: Telephone:

If there are questions regarding this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103 or travel.requests@mail.house.gov.



 
 

July 30, 2026 
 

Ms. Michelle Schein 
Office of the Honorable Greg Stanton 
207 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Ms. Schein: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Charlottesville, Virginia, scheduled for August 5 to 7, 2026, sponsored by 
Former Members of Congress and Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $525 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

                     
         Michael Guest        Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                               Ranking Member 
MG/MD:mc 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Ranking Member 

 
Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 

Ashley Hinson, Iowa 
Nathaniel Moran, Texas 

Brad Knott, North Carolina 
 

Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 
Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
Sylvia R. Garcia, Texas 

Suhas Subramanyam, Virginia 
 

 
 
 
 
 

       ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
  

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Jordan Downs 

Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 

https://Ethics.House.gov 

https://ethics.house.gov/




 

 4. This program is intended for senior Congressional Staff at offices of current Members of the 
United States Congress; FMC invited Chiefs of Staff who have participated in Congressional travel 
to the region and senior staff who have previously expressed interest in Indo-Pacific issues and – in 
particular, security, energy, trade, and social issues – and whose Members serve on committees 
relevant to the program’s issue areas. Please find enclosed a list of all invitees.  

12. The Congressional Study Groups are among the largest and most active parliamentary exchange 
programs between the U.S. Congress and our allies abroad. The Study Groups on Japan and Korea, 
respectively, foster mutual understanding through regular roundtables in Washington, DC 
throughout the year in addition to trips such as Chief of Staff Study Tours to Japan, and domestic 
travel programs such as this Asia Retreat. They offer senior congressional staff a unique educational 
forum to better understand the complex issues facing allies in the Indo-Pacific from the standpoint 
of security, energy policy, bilateral and multilateral trade agreements, immigration, and demographic 
change.  

FMC’s Congressional Study Group on Japan is responsible for organizing the program, arranging 
meetings, and inviting expert speakers to the study tour. FMC is solely responsible for all invitations 
to and communications with program participants, as well as the budget for the 2026 Senior Senior 
Congressional Staff Retreat on Asia.  

Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA awards grant monies to fund the year-round programming of The 
Congressional Study Group on Japan as a part of their mission of promoting understanding between 
the U.S. and Japan. Experts from Sasakawa USA will participate in select roundtables as panelists.  

15. b. 2) Charlottesville was selected to play host to the 2026 Senior Congressional Staff Retreat on 
Asia for its convenient location, proximity to locally-based experts on the Indo-Pacific at institutions 
such as the University of Virginia, as well as landmarks and attractions which encourage 
Congressional staff to participate in the program. 



Additional Sponsor Form Addendum: Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA 

4. Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA receives a grant from the Embassy of Japan to fund the Japan-U.S. 
Military Program (JUMP). That is the only funding Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA receives from a 
foreign government, and it is only for this JUMP program. No Embassy of Japan funding is ever put 
towards the grant for the U.S. Association of Former Members of Congress. 
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House Invitee List 
 

Rick Adkins, Office of Rep. Sheri Biggs (R-SC) 

Hannah Aiken, Office of Rep. Jim Himes (D-CT) 

Eric Akers, Office of Rep. Jim Baird (R-IN) 

Amy Albro, Office of Rep. Stephanie Bice (R-
OK) 

Amelia Allert, Office of Rep. French Hill (R-AR) 

Liz Amster, Office of Rep. Jake Auchincloss (D-
MA) 

Jenn Arnold, Office of Rep. Derek Tran (D-CA) 

Bardia Asefnia, Office of Rep. Deborah Ross (D-
NC) 

Marie Baldassarre, Office of Rep. Ro Khanna (D-
CA) 

Amanda Baldwin, Office of Rep. Nathaniel Moran 
(R-TX) 

Blaire Bartlett, Office of Rep. Brad Knott (R-NC) 

Nick Bayer, Office of Rep. Jeff Hurd (R-CO) 

Hillary Beard, Office of Rep. Terri Sewell (D-AL) 

Alyssa Becker, Office of Rep. Ryan Mackenzie (R-
PA) 

Caroline Bender, Office of Rep. Erin Houchin (R-
IN) 

Brook Bennett, Office of Rep. French Hill (R-AR) 

Jeff Bishop, Office of Rep. Jefferson Shreve (R-
IN) 

John Bleed, Office of Rep. Blake Moore (R-UT) 

Julian Bordallo, Office of Rep. Jim Moylan (R-
GU) 

Jackie Bossman, Office of Rep. Zach Nunn (R-
IA) 

Jen Bradley, Office of Rep. Rutherford (R-FL) 

Elena Brunk, Office of Rep. Abe Hamadeh (R-
AZ) 

Carissa Bunge, Office of Rep. Laura Friedman (D-
CA) 

Cara Camacho, Office of Rep. Jim Himes (D-CT) 

Bob Carretta, Office of Rep. Jake Ellzey (R-TX) 

Abby Carter, Office of Rep. Suhas Subramanyam 
(D-VA) 

Brandon Casey, Office of Rep. Richard Neal (D-
MA) 

Caroline Cash, Office of Rep. James Comer (R-
KY) 

Marc Cevasco, Office of Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA) 

Chi Chukwuka, Office of Rep. Wesley Bell (D-
MO) 

Morgan Cintron, Office of Rep. Jared Moskowitz 
(D-FL) 

Wendy Clerinx, Office of Rep. Jill Tokuda (D-HI) 



Ray Conaway, Office of Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D-
MD) 

Chris Concepcion, Office of Rep. Kim King-
Hinds (R-MR) 

Hannah Cooper, Office of Rep. Sarah Elfreth (D-
MD) 

Hayden Crawford, Office of Rep. Randy Weber 
(R-TX)

Emily Crerand, Office of Rep. Andrea Salinas (D-
OR) 

Michael Curcio, Office of Rep. Mark Messmer 
(R-IN) 

Alec Daman, Office of Rep. Bill Huizenga (R-MI) 

Owen Dankworth, Office of Rep. Jake Ellzey (R-
TX) 

Mariana de Vreeze, Office of Rep. Maggie 
Goodlander (D-NH) 

Jamie DeAtley, Office of Rep. Sarah Elfreth (D-
MD) 

Mike DeFilippis, Office of Rep. Jeff Hurd (R-CO) 

Ross Dietrich, Office of Rep. Brian Mast (R-FL) 

Mike D'Orazio, Office of Rep. Guy 
Reschenthaler (R-PA) 

Michelle Dorothy, Office of Rep. Chrissy 
Houlahan (D-PA) 

Betsy Dudley, Office of Rep. Marilyn Strickland 
(D-WA) 

Laura Engquist, Office of Rep. Troy Balderson 
(R-OH) 

Cam Erickson, Office of Rep. Abe Hamadeh (R-
AZ) 

Mackenzie Fallt, Office of Rep. Jason Crow (D-
CO) 

Alex Ferro, Office of Rep. Carlos Gimenez (R-
FL) 

Liam Fitzsimmons, Office of Rep. Frank Pallone 
(D-NJ) 

Roddy Flynn, Office of Rep. Sarah McBride (D-
DE) 

Kevin Fox, Office of Rep. Ro Khanna (D-CA) 

Zachary Freiman, Office of Rep. Yassamin 
Ansari (D-AZ) 

Sajit Gandhi, Office of Rep. Greg Meeks (D-NY) 

David Gans, Office of Rep. Ann Wagner (R-MO) 

Brian Garrett, Office of Rep. Adam Smith (D-
WA) 

Sarah Ghermay, Office of Rep. Yassamin Ansari 
(D-AZ) 

Jacob Glasser, Office of Rep. Sarah McBride (D-
DE) 

Geoff Gosselin, Office of Rep. Mike Rogers (R-
AL) 

Ann Marie Graham-Barnes, Office of Rep. Brian 
Mast (R-FL) 

Alexander Gristina, Office of Rep. Frank Pallone 
(D-NJ) 

Zach Grossman, Office of Rep. Ritchie Torres 
(D-NY) 

Tiffany Guarascio, Office of Rep. Frank Pallone 
(D-NJ) 

Ashley Gutwein, Office of Rep. Zach Nunn (R-
IA) 

Tom Hammond, Office of Rep. Brian Babin (R-
TX) 

Maryl Harold, Office of Rep. Deborah Ross (D-
NC) 

Jack Harrigan, Office of Rep. Dale Strong (R-AL) 

Colby Harriman, Office of Rep. Dina Titus (D-
NV) 

 



Andrew Heineman, Office of Rep. Kweisi Mfume 

(D-MD)

Katie Heller, Office of Rep. Sara Jacobs (D-CA) 

Tom Hill, Office of Rep. Young Kim (R-CA) 

Liz Hittos, Office of Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) 

Lara Hopkins, Office of Rep. Kathy Castor (D-
FL) 

Michael Horanberg, Office of Rep. Nick Begich 
(R-AK) 

Brad Howard, Office of Rep. Greg Stanton (D-
AZ) 

Gabrielle Howard, Office of Rep. Sydney 
Kamlager (D-CA) 

Rob Hurd, Office of Rep. John Garamendi (D-
CA) 

Matt Hutson, Office of Rep. Andy Harris (R-MD) 

Megan Jackson, Office of Rep. Brett Guthrie (R-
KY) 

Sarah Jacobs, Office of Rep. Madeleine Dean (D-
PA) 

Nancy Juarez, Office of Rep. Ami Bera (D-CA) 

Amanda Kain, Office of Rep. Dave Joyce (R-OH) 

Charlie Keller, Office of Rep. Ann Wagner (R-
MO) 

Karen Kelly, Office of Rep. Hal Rogers (R-KY) 

Melissa Kelly, Office of Rep. Scott Franklin (R-
FL) 

Ty Kennedy, Office of Rep. Julie Fedorchak (R-
ND) 

Jake Kochmansky, Office of Rep. John 
Moolenaar (R-MI) 

Matt Koos, Office of Rep. Chris Deluzio (D-PA) 

Maeve Lafleur, Office of Rep. Grace Meng (D-
NY) 

James Langenderfer, Office of Rep. Brian Mast 
(R-FL) 

Christina Lassiter, Office of Rep. Kat Cammack 
(R-FL) 

Shine Lee, Office of Rep. Young Kim (R-CA) 

Jack Long, Office of Rep. Russell Fry (R-SC) Nick 

Luna, Office of Rep. Jill Tokuda (D-HI) 

James Lundquist, Office of Rep. Nick Begich (R-
AK) 

Thomas Mayo, Office of Rep. Adam Smith (D-
WA) 

Sean McCabe, Office of Rep. Pat Harrigan (R-
NC) 

Anna McCollough, Office of Rep. Erin Houchin 
(R-IN) 

Brandon Mendoza, Office of Rep. Sara Jacobs (D-
CA) 

Jessica Merritt, Office of Rep. George Latimer 
(D-NY) 

Matt Meyer, Office of Rep. Jason Smith (R-MO) 

Brendon Mills, Office of Rep. Eugene Vindman 
(D-VA) 

Maddie Mitchell, Office of Rep. Jen Kiggans (R-
VA) 

Johanna Montiel, Office of Rep. Salud Carbajal 
(D-CA) 

Mitch Moonier, Office of Rep. Dina Titus (D-
NV) 

Sean Naron, Office of Rep. Johnny Olszewski (D-
MD) 

Tim Nelson, Office of Rep. Ed Case (D-HI) 

Dao Nguyen, Office of Rep. Derek Tran (D-CA) 

Andrew Noh, Office of Rep. Marilyn Strickland 
(D-WA) 

 



Whitley O'Neal, Office of Rep. Wesley Bell (D-
MO)

Matt Orr, Office of Rep. Russell Fry (R-SC) 

Rich Orsillo, Office of Rep. George Latimer (D-
NY) 

Laney O'Shea, Office of Rep. Herb Conaway (D-
NJ) 

Patrick Paolini, Office of Rep. Jay Obernolte (R-
CA) 

Nancy Peele, Office of Rep. Bruce Westerman (R-
AR) 

Cruz Perez, Office of Rep. Nathaniel Moran (R-
TX) 

Ben Peterson, Office of Rep. Betty McCollum (D-
MN) 

John Piazza, Office of Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) 

Diala Qasem, Office of Rep. Andre Carson (D-
IN) 

Alex Rajakovich, Office of Rep. Chris Deluzio 
(D-PA) 

Christina Rankin, Office of Rep. Gabe Amo (D-
RI) 

Taylor Reaves, Office of Rep. Tom Emmer (R-
MN) 

Owen Reilly, Office of Rep. Joe Morelle (D-NY) 

Giselle Reynolds, Office of Rep. Mario Diaz 
Balart (R-FL) 

Chris Ringer, Office of Rep. Sheri Biggs (R-SC) 

Keith Roachford, Office of Rep. Herb Conaway 
(D-NJ) 

Jason Rodriguez, Office of Rep. Ro Khanna (D-
IL) 

Merrilee Rogers, Office of Rep. Jake Auchincloss 
(D-MA) 

Jake Ronan, Office of Rep. Lisa McClain (R-MI) 

Sarah Rosnick, Office of Rep. Jim Baird (R-IN) 

Megan Ruane, Office of Rep. Madeleine Dean (D-
PA) 

Nick Runkel, Office of Rep. Steve Womack (R-
AR) 

Lindsay Ryan, Office of Rep. John Moolenaar (R-
MI) 

Collin Sabine, Office of Rep. Pat Harrigan (R-NC) 

Will Salmon, Office of Rep. Mark Messmer (R-
IN) 

Asha Samuel, Office of Rep. Ami Bera (D-CA) 

Isabel Sanchez, Office of Rep. Johnny Olszewski 
(D-MD) 

Rob Sar, Office of Rep. Stephanie Bice (R-OK) 

Michelle Schein, Office of Rep. Greg Stanton (D-
AZ) 

Chris Schloesser, Office of Rep. Diana DeGette 
(D-CO) 

Clayton Schroers, Office of Rep. Laura Friedman 
(D-CA) 

Michael Sciacca, Office of Rep. Jim Moylan (R-
GU) 

Katherine Sears, Office of Rep. Vince Fong (R-
CA) 

Sarah Servin, Office of Rep. Adam Smith (D-WA) 

Larry Seyfried, Office of Rep. Andy Barr (R-KY) 

Dan Sharfenberger, Office of Rep. Tom Kean (R-
NJ) 

Dharamjeet Singh, Office of Rep. Greg Meeks 
(D-NY) 

Chandler Smith, Office of Rep. Guy 
Reschenthaler (R-PA) 

Audrey Smith, Office of Rep. Maggie Goodlander 
(D-NH) 

Trevor Smith, Office of Rep. Vince Fong (R-CA) 



Dylan Sodaro, Office of Rep. Gabe Amo (D-RI) 

Richard Stanton, Office of Rep. Amata 
Radewagen (R-AS) 

Jo Stiles, Office of Rep. Joe Morelle (D-NY) 

Liz Stinebaugh, Office of Rep. Tom Emmer (R-
MN) 

Josh Straka, Office of Rep. Betty McCollum (D-
MN) 

Ella Sullins, Office of Rep. Dale Strong (R-AL) 

Eli Taichman, Office of Rep. Eugene Vindman 
(D-VA) 

Deena Tauster, Office of Rep. Andrew Garbarino 
(R-NY) 

Shana Teehan, Office of Rep. Julie Fedorchak (R-
ND) 

Will Tener, Office of Rep. Hal Rogers (R-KY) 

Jeremy Tittle, Office of Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-
CA) 

Lauren Toy, Office of Rep. Susie Lee (D-NV) 

Charlie Truxal, Office of Rep. Kat Cammack (R-
FL) 

Leah Uhrig, Office of Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA) 

Grace VanDeGrift, Office of Rep. Steve Womack 
(R-AR) 

Angel Vazquez, Office of Rep. Ritchie Torres (D-
NY) 

Jonathan Vecchi, Office of Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-
FL) 

Kyle VonEnde, Office of Rep. Tom Barrett (R-
MI) 

Rachel Wagley, Office of Rep. Blake Moore (R-
UT) 

Nikki Wallace, Office of Rep. Mike Simpson (R-
ID) 

Trey Webster, Office of Rep. Susie Lee (D-NV) 

Megan Wenrich, Office of Rep. Jefferson Shreve 
(R-IN) 

Todd Whiteman, Office of Rep. Bill Huizenga (R-
MI) 

Kayla Williams, Office of Rep. Greg Meeks (D-
NY) 

Leafaina Yahn, Office of Rep. Amata Radewagen 
(D-AS) 

Emma Zafran, Office of Rep. Chrissy Houlahan 
(D-PA) 

Maseh Zarif, Office of Rep. John Moolenaar (R-
MI) 

Nate Zimpher, Office of Rep. Troy Balderson (R-
OH) 
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2026 Senior Congressional Staff Retreat on Asia 
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Participants List 

1. Chi Chukwuka, Legislative Director, Rep. Wesley Bell (D-MO)
2. Chris Concepcion, Legislative Director, Rep. Kim King-Hinds (R-MP)
3. Hayden Crawford, Legislative Director, Rep. Randy Weber (R-TX)
4. Emily Crerand, Chief of StaƯ, Rep. Andrea Salinas (D-OR)
5. Alec Daman, Legislative Director, Rep. Bill Huizenga (R-MI)
6. Betsy Dudley, Deputy Chief of StaƯ/Legislative Director, Rep. Marilyn Strickland 

(D-WA)
7. Jacob Glasser, Legislative Director, Rep. Sarah McBride (D-DE)
8. Melissa Kelly, Chief of Staff, Rep. Scott Franklin (R-FL)
9. Maddie Mitchell, Deputy Chief of StaƯ/Legislative Director, Rep. Jen Kiggans (R-

VA)
10. Johanna Montiel, Deputy Chief of StaƯ/Legislative Director, Rep. Salud Carbajal 

(D-CA)
11. Giselle Reynolds, Legislative Director, Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL)
12.  Merrilee Rogers, Legislative Director, Rep. Jake Auchincloss (D-MA)
13.  Michelle Schein, Deputy Chief of StaƯ, Policy and Advocacy/Legislative Director,  

Rep. Greg Stanton (D-AZ)
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2026 Senior Congressional Staff Retreat on Asia 
August 5th – 7th| Charlottesville, Virginia 
 
Kimpton The Forum Hotel  
 
Wednesday  L’Orangerie [TRAVEL DAY] 
 
1:30 PM Departure from Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C. 
 
 Pick-up Location: The Capitol Hill Club  
 300 First St SE, Washington, DC 20003 
 
4:30 PM Participants Arrive, Check in to The Forum Hotel 
 
5:30 PM – 6:30 PM Welcome Reception 
 
 L’Orangerie Room 
 
6:30 PM – 8:30 PM The State of Play in the Indo-Pacific 

Welcome dinner discussion highlighting the current economic, political, and 
security landscape across the Indo-Pacific, highlighting key focus areas and 
points of friction amongst area nations and for the United States, providing 
insight into the importance of the region ahead of the deep-dive that will 
follow on subsequent days.  
 
Featuring remarks by FMC and Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA. 

 
 L’Orangerie Room 
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Thursday  Oak Boardroom 
 
7:30 AM Breakfast at The Forum Hotel 
 Breakfast provided in Grove Ballroom III 

 
9:00 AM – 10:15 AM Takaichi’s Japan   

Roundtable discussion on Japan’s perspective on regional security, economics, and 
role in the US-Japan alliance following the February lower house elections and the 
cementing of Takaichi’s position as Prime Minister. 

 Mark Manyin, CRS 
 Jim Schoff, Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA 

 
Moderated by Will Chou, Hudson Institute 
 

10:45 AM – 12:00 PM China and the Pacific Perspective 
Roundtable discussion on the impact of China’s actions with respect to the South 
China Sea and Taiwan, as well as their broader economic and territorial ambitions.  

 Phillip Potter, UVA 
 Harrison Pretat, CSIS  

 
Moderated by Mark Manyin, CRS 

 
12:30 PM – 1:45 PM The Korean Peninsula 

Roundtable discussion on the Republic of Korea’s political, economic, and security 
concerns, highlighting rapprochement and deepening cooperation with Japan, 
continuing tensions with North Korea, economic concerns regarding China, and the 
Trilateral relationship. 

 Panelists TBC 
 
 Moderated by TBC 
 
2:15 PM – 3:30 PM Balancing Powers – Southeast Asia 

Panel discussion exploring Southeast Asia’s relevance in the broader security and 
economic framework for the Indo-Pacific region.  

 Harrison Pretat, CSIS  
 Additional Panelists TBC 

 
 Moderated by TBC 
 
4:15 PM Early Shuttle Departs for Downtown 
 
6:15 PM Late Shuttle Departs for Dinner 
 
6:30 PM North American Sake Brewery Tour 
 Courtesy of Andrew Centofante, Co-Founder and Head Brewer. 
 
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM Dinner Roundtable – Breakout Conversations 

Guided dinner discussion at local Charlottesville restaurant debriefing what’s been 
learned, integrating the day’s themes, and looking ahead to Friday’s topics. 
Bad Luck Ramen Bar, 522 2nd St SE Unit E, Charlottesville, VA 22902 
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Friday    Oak Boardroom [TRAVEL DAY] 
 
7:30 AM  Breakfast at Hotel 
 
 Breakfast provided in Oak Ballroom III 
    

Check out from Hotel 
   Participants leave luggage with the front desk. 
 
9:00 AM – 10:00 AM Trade and FDI: The Economic Landscape of Trans-Pacific 

Engagement 
Roundtable discussion examining the shifting economic architecture of the Indo-
Pacific, including evolving trade dynamics and the strategic role of foreign direct 
investment in shaping regional partnerships and competition. 

 Will Chou, Hudson Institute 
 Additional Panelists TBC 

 
Moderated by TBC 

 
10:15 AM – 11:15 AM From Atlantic to Pacific 

Discussion on overlapping economic, political, and security priorities for Western 
and Indo-Pacific nations, in particular in the potential threat of Russian, North 
Korean, and Chinese cooperation, NATO and European involvement in the Pacific, 
and the importance of bilateral, multilateral, and ‘mini-lateral’ agreements for the 
region. 

 Harrison Pretat, CSIS  
 Additional Panelists TBC 

 
Moderated by Phillip Potter, UVA 

 
11:45 PM  Departure to Washington, D.C. 
 
   Boxed lunch provided for shuttle 

 
2:45 PM  Arrive at Capitol Hill, Washington D.C. 
 
   Drop-Off Location: The Capitol Hill Club 

300 First St SE, Washington, DC 20003 
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2026 Senior Congressional Staff Retreat on Asia 
August 5th – 7th| Charlottesville, Virginia 
 
Kimpton The Forum Hotel  
 
Wednesday  L’Orangerie [TRAVEL DAY] 
 
1:30 PM Departure from Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C. 
 
 Pick-up Location: The Capitol Hill Club  
 300 First St SE, Washington, DC 20003 
 
4:30 PM Participants Arrive, Check in to The Forum Hotel 
 
5:30 PM – 6:30 PM Welcome Reception 
 
 L’Orangerie Room 
 
6:30 PM – 8:30 PM The State of Play in the Indo-Pacific 

Welcome dinner discussion highlighting the current economic, political, and 
security landscape across the Indo-Pacific, highlighting key focus areas and 
points of friction amongst area nations and for the United States, providing 
insight into the importance of the region ahead of the deep-dive that will 
follow on subsequent days.  
 
Featuring remarks by FMC and Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA. 

 
 L’Orangerie Room 
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Thursday  Oak Boardroom 
 
7:30 AM Breakfast at The Forum Hotel 
 Breakfast provided in Grove Ballroom III 

 
9:00 AM – 10:15 AM Takaichi’s Japan   

Roundtable discussion on Japan’s perspective on regional security, economics, and 
role in the US-Japan alliance following the February lower house elections and the 
cementing of Takaichi’s position as Prime Minister. 

 Mark Manyin, CRS 
 Jim Schoff, Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA 
 Mireya Solis, Brookings 

 
Moderated by Will Chou, Hudson Institute 
 

10:45 AM – 12:00 PM China and the Pacific Perspective 
Roundtable discussion on the impact of China’s actions with respect to the South 
China Sea and Taiwan, as well as their broader economic and territorial ambitions.  

 Phillip Potter, UVA 
 Harrison Pretat, CSIS  

 
Moderated by Mark Manyin, CRS 

 
12:30 PM – 1:45 PM The Korean Peninsula 

Roundtable discussion on the Republic of Korea’s political, economic, and security 
concerns, highlighting rapprochement and deepening cooperation with Japan, 
continuing tensions with North Korea, economic concerns regarding China, and the 
Trilateral relationship. 

 Panelists TBC 
 
 Moderated by TBC 
 
2:15 PM – 3:30 PM Balancing Powers – Southeast Asia 

Panel discussion exploring Southeast Asia’s relevance in the broader security and 
economic framework for the Indo-Pacific region.  

 Harrison Pretat, CSIS  
 Additional Panelists TBC 

 
 Moderated by TBC 
 
3:30 PM – 6:15 PM Executive Time 
 
4:15 PM Early Shuttle Departs for Downtown 
 
6:15 PM Late Shuttle Departs for Dinner 
 
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM Dinner Roundtable – Breakout Conversations 

Guided dinner discussion at local Charlottesville restaurant debriefing what’s been 
learned, integrating the day’s themes, and looking ahead to Friday’s topics. 
 
Bad Luck Ramen Bar, 522 2nd St SE Unit E, Charlottesville, VA 22902 
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Friday    Oak Boardroom [TRAVEL DAY] 
 
7:30 AM  Breakfast at Hotel 
 
 Breakfast provided in Oak Ballroom III 
    

Check out from Hotel 
   Participants leave luggage with the front desk. 
 
9:00 AM – 10:00 AM Trade and FDI: The Economic Landscape of Trans-Pacific 

Engagement 
Roundtable discussion examining the shifting economic architecture of the Indo-
Pacific, including evolving trade dynamics and the strategic role of foreign direct 
investment in shaping regional partnerships and competition. 

 Will Chou, Hudson Institute 
 Mireya Solis, Brookings 

 
Moderated by TBC 

 
10:15 AM – 11:15 AM From Atlantic to Pacific 

Discussion on overlapping economic, political, and security priorities for Western 
and Indo-Pacific nations, in particular in the potential threat of Russian, North 
Korean, and Chinese cooperation, NATO and European involvement in the Pacific, 
and the importance of bilateral, multilateral, and ‘mini-lateral’ agreements for the 
region. 

 Harrison Pretat, CSIS  
 Marshall Reid, Bertelsmann Foundation 

 
Moderated by Phillip Potter, UVA 

 
11:45 PM  Departure to Washington, D.C. 
 
   Boxed lunch provided for shuttle 

 
2:45 PM  Arrive at Capitol Hill, Washington D.C. 
 
   Drop-Off Location: The Capitol Hill Club 

300 First St SE, Washington, DC 20003 
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