




COMMITTEE ON ETHICS
1. Name of Traveler: Sean Smith

TRAVELER FORM

2. Sponsor(s) who will be paying or providing in-kind support for the trip: Edesia, Inc.

3. City and State OR Foreign Country of Travel: North Kingstown, RI

4. a. Date of Departure: July 17, 2026 Date of Return: July 17, 2026

b. Yes No Will you be extending the trip at your personal expense?

If yes, list dates at personal expense:

5. a. Yes No Will you be accompanied by a family member at the sponsor's expense? If yes:

(1) Name of Accompanying Family Member:

(2) Relationship to Traveler: ☐ Spouse ☐ Child Other (specify):

(3) Yes No Accompanying Family Member is at least 18 years of age?

6. a. Yes No Did the trip sponsor answer "Yes" to Question 8(c) on the Primary Trip Sponsor Form (i.e., travel

is sponsored by an entity that employs a registered federal lobbyist or a foreign agent)?

b. If yes, and you are requesting lodging for two nights, explain why the second night is warranted:

7.

8.

9.

Yes No Primary Trip Sponsor Form is attached, including agenda, invitation, invitee list, and any other

attachments and Additional Sponsor Forms.

NOTE: The agenda should show the traveler's individual schedule, including departure and arrival times and identify the specific events in

which the traveler will be participating.

Explain why participation in the trip is connected to the traveler's individual official or representational duties. Staff

should include their job title and how the activities on the itinerary relate to their duties.

Edesia makes Realy -to-Use Therapentic food (RUTE), Sperialieed food for
potnkids suffering freom severe malnatrition. My issue pertfalio rovers hestth eare

and nutrition as well as globel maternal/child hes lth, so visiting Edesia will give me
a more complote

Yes No Is the traveler aware of any registered federal lobbyists or foreign agents involved in
perspective on theeplanning, organizing, requesting, or arranging the trip?

10. For staff travelers, to be completed by your employing Member:
isses. This wrll make

me a better Legislative
ADVANCED AUTHORIZATION OF EMPLOYEE TRAVEL Director.

I hereby authorize the individual named above, an employee of the U.S. House of Representatives who works under my

direct supervision, to accept expenses for the trip described in this request. I have determined that the above-described

travel is in connection with my employee's official duties and that acceptance of these expenses will not create the

appearance that the employee is using public office for private gain.

tr En falyar
Date: 07/13/2026



PRIMARY TRIP SPONSOR FORM
This form should be completed by private entities offering to provide travel or reimbursement for travel to House Members, officers, 
or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. A completed copy of the form (and any attachments) should be provided to each invited 
House Member, officer, or employee, who will then forward it to the Committee together with a Traveler Form at least 30 days before 
the start date of the trip. The trip sponsor should NOT submit the form directly to the Committee. The Committee website (ethics. 
house.gov) provides detailed instructions for filling out the form. The Committee will notify the House invitees directly of its
decision and will not notify the trip sponsors.

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1001. 
future trips. Signatures must comply with section 104(bb) of the Travel Regulations.

1. Sponsor who will be paying for the trip:

2. I represent that the trip will not be financed, in whole or in part, by a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent.
Signify that the statement is true by checking box.

3. Check only one. I representthat:
a. The primary trip sponsor has not accepted from any other source, funds intended directly or indirectly to

finance any aspect of the trip; OR
b. The trip is arranged without regard to congressional participation and the primary trip sponsor has accepted

funds only from entities that will receive a tangible benefit in exchange for those funds; OR
c. The primary trip sponsor has accepted funds, services, or in-kind assistance from other source(s) intended

directly or indirectly to finance all or part of this trip and has enclosed disclosure forms from each of those
entities.
If is checked, list the names of the additional sponsors:

4. Provide names and titles of ALL House Members and employees you are inviting. For each House invitee, provide
an explanation of why the individual was invited (include additional pages if necessary):

5. Yes No Is travel being offered to an accompanying family member of the House invitee(s)?

Date of Return: Date of Departure:

a. City of departure:

Destination(s):

City of return:

Check only one. I represent that

a. The sponsor of the trip is an institution of higher education within the meaning of section 101 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965; OR

b. The sponsor of the trip does not retain or employ a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent; OR
c. The sponsor employs or retains a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent, but the trip is for attendance

at a one-day event and lobbyist / foreign agent involvement in planning, organizing, requesting, or arranging
the trip was de minimis 
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9. Check only one of the following.
a. I checked 8(a) or(b) above; OR

b. I checked 8(c) above but am not offering any lodging; OR
c. I checked 8(c) above and am offering lodging and meals for one night; OR
d. I checked 8(c) above and am offering lodging and meals for two nights.  If you checked this box, explain why

the second night of lodging is warranted.

10. Attached is a detailed agenda of the activities House invitees will be participating in during the travel (i.e., an 
hourly description of planned activities for trip invitees). Indicate agenda is attached by checking box.

11. Check only one of the following.
a. I represent that a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent will not accompany House Members or

employees on any segment of the trip. Signify the statement is true by clicking the box; OR

b. Not Applicable.  Trip sponsor is a U.S. institution of higher education.

12. For each sponsor required to submit a sponsor form, describe the interest in the subject matter of 
the trip and its role in organizing and/or conducting the trip:

13. Answer parts a and b. Answer part c if necessary:

a. Mode of travel: Air Rail Bus Car Other (specify: )
b. Class of travel: Coach Business First Charter Other (specify: )
c. If travel will be first class, or by chartered or private aircraft, explain why such travel is warranted:

14. I represent that the expenditures related to local area travel during the trip will be unrelated to personal 

or recreational activities of the invitee(s). Signify that the statement is true by checking box.

15. Check only one. I represent that either:
a. The trip involves an event that is arranged or organized without regard to congressional participation 

and that meals provided to congressional participants are similar to those provided to or purchased by other
event attendees; OR

b. The trip involves events that are arranged specifically with regard to congressional
participation. If is checked:
1) Detail the cost per day of meals (approximate cost may be provided):

2) Provide the reason for selecting the location of the event or trip:

16. Name, nightly cost, and reasons for selecting each hotel or other lodging facility:

Hotel Name: _____________________________ City: _______________________ Cost Per Night: __________________

Reason(s) for Selecting:

Hotel Name: _____________________________ City: _______________________ Cost Per Night: __________________

Reason(s) for Selecting:

Hotel Name: _____________________________ City: _______________________ Cost Per Night: __________________

Reason(s) for Selecting:



17. I represent that all expenses connected to the trip will be for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump 
sum payment. Signify that the statement is true by checking the box.

18. TotalExpensesforeachParticipant:

Actual Amounts
Good Faith Estimates

Total Transportation
Expenses per Participant

Total Lodging Expenses
per Participant

Total Meal Expenses
per Participant

For each Member,
Officer, or Employee

For each Accompanying
Family Member

Other Expenses
(dollar amount per item) (e.g., taxi, parking, registration fee, etc.)

For each Member,
Officer, or Employee

For each Accompanying
Family Member

19. Checkonly one:
a. I certify that I am an officer of the organization listed below; OR

b. Not Applicable.  Trip sponsor is anindividual or a U.S. institution of higher education.  

20. I certify by my signature that 
a.
b. I am not a registered federal lobbyist or registered foreign agent; and
c. The information on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature: Date: 

Name: Title:  

Organization:  

Address: 

Email: Telephone:

If there are questions regarding this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103 or travel.requests@mail.house.gov.



Edesia Congressional Staff Delegation Trip July 17, 2026 
*Invitations sent to staff in congressional offices of relevant committees to Edesia (House Foreign Affairs, Agriculture, Appriopriations)

First Name Last Name email Title Office

Jack Berson jack.berson@mail.house.gov Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant House Representative Johnny Olszewski (D-MD-02)
Chelsea Blik chelsea.blink@mail.house.gov Legislative Director House Representative Lauren Underwood (D-IL-14)
Cole Bockenfeld cole_bockenfeld@murphy.senate.gov Senior Adviser, Foreign Policy Senate Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT)
Daniel Clayton daniel_clayton@murphy.senate.gov Legislative Assistant Senate Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT)
Molly Cole molly_cole@vanhollen.senate.gov Senor LA Senate Senator Chris Van Hollen (D-MD)
Cameron Fox cameron.fox@mail.house.gov Legislative Assistant House Represntative Juan Ciscomani (R-AZ-06)
David Grannis david_grannis@schiff.senate.gov Senior Policy Advisor Senate Senator Adam Schiff (D-CA)
Max Harris max.harris@mail.house.gov Legislative Assistant House Representative Grace Meng (D-NY-06)
Sarah Jacobs sarah.jacobs@mail.house.gov Legislative Director House Representative Madeleine Dean (D-PA-04)
Olivia Kirk olivia_kirk@curtis.senate.gov Foreign Policy Aide Senate Senator John Curtis (R-UT)
John-Mark Kolb JohnMark.Kolb@mail.house.gov Deputy Chief of Staff House Representative Maria Salazar (R-FL-27)
Christina Lassiter christina.lassiter@mail.house.gov Legislative Director House Representative Kat Cammack (R-FL-03)
Shine Lee shine.lee@mail.house.gov Legislative Director House Representative Young Kim (R-CA-39)
Lindsay Linhares lindsay.linhares@mail.house.gov Deputy Cos/LD House Represenative Julia Letlow (R-LA-05)
Jenn Miller Jennifer.Miller1@mail.house.gov Foreign Policy Advisor House Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL-22)
Tom Morrisey thomas.morrissey@mail.house.gov Military Legislative Assistant House Representative Mark Alford (R-MO-04)
Vidya Neelakantan Vidya_Neelakantan@coons.senate.gov National Security Advisor Senate Senator Chris Coons (D-DE)
Olivia Olson olivia.olson@mail.house.gov Committee Staff and Policy Assistant House House Agriculture (Democrat)
Emily Pliscott emily.pliscott@mail.house.gov Economist, Professional Staff House House Agriculture (Democrat)
Aleksander Renz Aleksander_Renz@murkowski.senate.gov Legislative Aide Senate Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK)
Milton Robinson milton.robinson@mail.house.gov Legislative Director House Representative Michael Gust (R-MS-03)
Diego Sanchez Diego.Sanchez@mail.house.gov Legisaltive Assistant House Representative Pramila Jayapal (D-WA-07)
Jane Scarborough jane.scarborough@mail.house.gov Legislative Assistant House Representative Michael Baumgartner (R-WA-05)
Samantha Schifrin samantha_schifrin@booker.senate.gov National Security Advisor Senate Senator Corey Booker (D-NJ)
Vannessa Scott vanessa.scott@mail.house.gov Legislative Assistant House Representative Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL-26)
Elliott Shin elliott.shin@mail.house.gov Legislative Assistant House Representative Kat Cammack (R-FL-03)
Chandler Smith chandler@mail.house.gov Legislative Director House Representative Guy Reschenthaler (R-PA-14)
Sean Smith sean.smith@mail.house.gov Legislative Assistant House Rep. Maria Salazar (R-FL-27)
Sara Zaheer sara_zaheer@murray.senate.gov Counsel Senate Senator Patty Murray (D-WA)
Anna Zimmerman anna.zimmerman@mail.house.gov Legislative Assistant and Counsel House Representative Gabe Amo (D-RI-02)
Adam Zipkin adam_zipkin@booker.senate.gov Counsel Agriculture Senate Senator Corey Booker (D-NJ)
Reza Zomorrodian reza_zomorrodian@schatz.senate.gov Defense and Foreign Policy LA Senate Senator Adam Schiff (D-CA)
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550 Romano Vineyard Way, North Kingstown, Rhode Island 02852 • Phone 401.272.5521 • www.edesianutrition.org 

DRAFT Itinerary 
 

Congressional Staff Delegation to Edesia Nutrition  
 July 17, 2026 

 
10:00-11:30 am Flight Departure/Washington National Airport – 
Providence, RI 
 
11:30 Flight Arrival/ Airport Pickup Providence, RI 
 
12:00 pm   Arrival at Edesia 
 
12:00-12:30 pm         Lunch/networking  
 
12:30-1:00 pm Welcome & introductory remarks w/ short video  
 Edesia Founder and CEO Navyn Salem will welcome the staff delegation to Edesia, 
provide the history of Edesia, its mission and work. 
  
1:00-2:00 Factory Tour and Test Kitchen  
Congressional staff will be taken on a guided tour of Edesia’s facility, from the innovative 
work of our tasting kitchen to our state-of-the-art technology throughout our production 
facility, and a sneak peek at our Moonshot expansion. 
  
2:15 pm—2:45 pm Presentations by Staff /Q&A 
Congressional staff will listen to staff stories, the work they do, including some with lived 
experience from country of origin, and how they came to Edesia.  
 
2:45- 3:30       Roundtable Discussion  
Edesia Nutrition staff will facilitate discussion among the congressional staffers and 
NGO host staff. The discussion will focus on timely issues related to Capitol Hill and the 
interests of Edesia.  
 
3:30-3:45 pm   Closing remarks 
Edesia Chief of Staff Maria Kasparian will provide closing remarks.  
 
3:45 pm    Depart for PVD airport  
 
5:45 pm    Flight Departure/ Providence RI – DCA 
 
7:15 pm    Arrival Washington, DC 
 
 

http://www.edesianutrition.org/


 

 

July 14, 2026 
 

Mr. Sean Smith 
Office of the Honorable Maria Elvira Salazar 
2162 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Smith: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to North Kingstown, Rhode Island, scheduled for July 17, 2026, sponsored by 
Edesia Nutrition, and Eleanor Crook Foundation.     
 

Committee travel regulations require that you submit your complete pre-trip approval 
request to the Committee at least 30 days before the commencement of the trip or it will not be 
granted.  Despite your failure to do so in this instance, we are approving your current request.  
However, any future requests must adhere to the 30-day requirement or they will be denied. 
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $525 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Ranking Member 

 
Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 

Ashley Hinson, Iowa 
Nathaniel Moran, Texas 

Brad Knott, North Carolina 
 

Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 
Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
Sylvia R. Garcia, Texas 

Suhas Subramanyam, Virginia 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
 

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Jordan Downs 

Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 

https://Ethics.House.gov 



 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                 
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 
MG/MD:nl 
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