


S Original Amendment

This form must be completed by an officer of any organization that served as the primary trip sponsor in providing travel expenses or
reimbursement for travel expenses to House Members, officers, or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. A completed copy of the 
form must be provided to each House Member, officer, or employee who participated n the trip within 10 days of their return. 
You must answer all questions, and check all boxes, on this form for your submission to comply with House Rules 

Travel Regulations. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in the denial of future requests to sponsor trips 
and/or subject the current traveler to disciplinary action or a requirement to repay the trip expenses.

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

1. Sponsor(s) who paid or provided in-kind support for the trip:

2. Travel Destination(s):

3. Date of Departure: Date of Return:

4. Name(s) of Traveler(s):
Note: You may list more than one traveler on a form only if all information is identical for each person listed.

5. Actual amount of expenses paid on behalf of, or reimbursed to, each individual named in Question 4:

Total Transportation
Expenses

Total Lodging
Expenses

Total Meal
Expenses

Total Other Expenses
(dollar amount per item 
and description)

Traveler

Accompanying
Family Member

6. All expenses connected to the trip were for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump sum payment.
Signify statement is true by checking box.

I certify that the information contained in this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature: Date:

Name: Title:

Organization: 

I am an officer of the above-named organization. Signify statement is true by checking box.

Address:

Telephone: Email:

Committee staff may contact the above-named individual if additional information is required.

If you have questions regarding your completion of this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103.

last updated 7/2023













Invited House Employees:  
 

●​ Arpi Karapetyan - Invited because she covers foreign policy for Rep. Casar 
●​ Austin Welter - Invited because Rep. Miller-Meeks has publicly indicated interest in 

Colombia. No foreign policy staffer listed, so LD invited.  
●​ Diego Sanchez - Invited because he covers foreign policy for Rep. Jaypal.  
●​ Erin Schnell - Invited because she covers foreign policy for Rep. Pocan 
●​ Francesca Zepeda - Invited because she covers foreign policy for Rep. Ocasio-Cortez. 
●​ George Barber - Invited because he is taking over FP portfolio for Davidson.  
●​ Grace Gerardi - Invited because she covers foreign policy for Rep. McGovern 
●​ Jack Rayburn - LD invited because Foreign Policy staffer for Rep. DeLauro left in May. 

Important for appropriators to be represented, understand the implications of U.S. 
appropriations work for Colombia.   

●​ Joseph Knowles - Invited because he covers foreign policy for Rep. Fitzpatrick.  
●​ Joseph Leone - Invited because he covers foreign policy for Rep. Tlaib 
●​ Josie McLaurin - Invited because she is the LD for Rep. Newhouse, no foreign policy 

staffer listed.  
●​ Matthew Goertler - Invited because he covers foreign policy for Rep. Massie 
●​ Naomi Lake - Invited because she covers covers foreign policy for Rep. Lee 
●​ Nikhil Srinivasan - Covered foreign policy for DeLauro. No longer with the office.  
●​ Rachel Everette - Invited because she covers foreign policy for Rep. Crow 
●​ Renata Beca-Barragan - Invited because she covers foreign policy for Rep. Velazquez 
●​ Richard Erkel - Invited because he covers foreign policy for Rep. Velazquez 
●​ Sam Elgahanyan - Invited because she covered foreign policy for Rep. Khanna. Now 

solely Select Committee, no longer in personal office.  
●​ Sara Engelhard - Invited because she covers foreign policy for Rep. Ramirez.  
●​ Sean Brislin - Invited because he covers foreign policy for Rep. Mace.  
●​ Sid Ravishankar - Invited because he covers the Western Hemisphere for Rep. Castro 

on HFAC.  
●​ Troy MacMullan - Invited because he covers foreign policy for Rep. Hageman.  
●​ Will Flagle - Invited because he covers foreign policy issues as they relate to finance in 

Rep. Tlaib’s office 
 



Colombia Delegation Itinerary 
 

 Jul 6, 2026
 

Travel Day to Santa Marta 
 
2:20pm: First staffer flights arrive 
 
5pm-7pm - Dinner & Prep 
 
Lee Schlenker, Quincy Institute expert on Latin America, will 
provide historical and political context on Colombia that will be 
useful for engaging with the speakers during the rest of the 
week.  
 
9:25pm - Last staffer flight arrives 
 
 
Hotel: AC Hotel Santa Marta, Cl. 23 #1C-37, Comuna 2 

 Jul 7, 2026
 

Meetings in Santa Marta 
 
7am-9am: Continental breakfast available at hotel 
 
9am-11am: Board of Directors of the Santa Marta Association of 
Nautical Captains and Fishermen   
 
The Association coordinates training and education for local 
captains and fishermen. Their members’ livelihoods have been 
impacted by U.S. boat strikes in the Caribbean. This meeting will 
give staffers a chance to hear directly from local fishermen about 
the impacts of U.S. policy on their livelihood, and their 
understanding of dynamics along Colombia’s northern coast.  
 
[LUNCH]  
 
1pm-3pm: UniMagdalena Extension Program (Invited) 
 
The UniMagdalena Extension program works to connect the 
research and education happening at the university to the 
Colombian Caribbean region. They work with local workers and 
the public to solve economic, environmental, and cultural 
problems.  
 
[TRAVEL TO BOGOTA] 
 
 
Hotel: Hotel Tequendama 
 
 

 Jul 8, 2026
 

Government Meetings 
 
7-9am: Continental breakfast available at hotel 
 
9am-10am: Bogota Mayor's International Relations 
Office–Jimena Niño Cáceres and Sonia Monroy (Invited)  
 
The International Relations Office connects the city to foreign 
investment, international organizations, and other cities. Staff will 
discuss Bogota’s global presence and international 
cooperation/funding. 
 
 
10:30am-11:30am: Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Mauricio 
Jaramillo and staff (Invited)  
 
The MFA is responsible for Colombia’s international 
relationships. Will discuss US-Colombia relations and 
Colombia’s global presence. 
 
[LUNCH] 
 
1:30-2:30pm: Consejería Comisionada de Paz - Otty Patiño and 
staff (Invited)  
 
The Commission is responsible for implementing national peace 
policies. Staff will discuss their current work and challenges. 
 
[TRAVEL]  
 
3:30pm-5pm: Illicit Crop Substitution Program - Gloria Miranda 
& staff (Invited) 
 
This office incentivizes farmers to transition coca crops for legal 
crops, as part of the effort to eradicate Coca and transition the 
economy. Staff will discuss their current work and challenges.  
 
[DINNER] 
 
Hotel: Hotel Tequendama 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 Jul 9, 2026
 
 

Civil Society Meetings 
 
9am-10am: Coordinación Colombia Europa Estados Unidos 
 

●​ Soraya Gutiérrez - Jose Alvear Restrepo Lawyers 
Collective/Secretary for the Americas of the 
International Federation for Human Rights;   

●​ Pedro Arenas, Aura María Puyana of Viso Mutop 
●​ Ricardo Vargas, journalist & analyst on drug trafficking 

issues 

The CCEEUU is a network of 240+ civil society organizations 
that focus on peacebuilding, human rights, and protection of 
civilians. Participants will discuss drug policy  and human rights. 

[TRAVEL]  
 
11:30am-1pm: Colombia’s Foreign Policy Amid US-China 
Competition 

●​ Lina Luna, UExternado  
●​ Paula Ximena Ruiz Camacho, UExternado 
●​ Arlene Tickner, UniAndes  

 
Discussion with experts on Colombia’s role in the world, and 
balancing important international relationships.  
 
[LUNCH]  
 
2:30pm-4:30pm: Colombia’s Presidential Transition 

●​ Sergio Guzmán, Colombia Risk Analysis 
●​ Sandra Borda, UniAndes  
●​ Diego Guevara, former Finance Minister (Invited) 

 
Discussion with experts on the upcoming presidential transition 
and impact on US-Colombia relationship. 
 
5:30pm-8pm: Business/Trade Panel (Dinner)  

●​ Leyner Mosquera–Consejo Gremial Nacional 
●​ Marcela Meléndez, Fedesarrollo (Invited) 
●​ Maria Claudia Lacouture–Amcham Colombia (Invited) 
●​ Ovidio Claros–Bogotá Chamber of Commerce 

(Invited) 
 
Discussion with industry/business leaders on Colombia’s 
economy, development, and US-Colombia trade.  
 
 

 Jul 10, 2026
 
 

Travel Day 
 
12:10am - First staffer flight leaves 
 
9am: Foreign Reporters/Analysts Breakfast (Optional) 
 
Invited:  

●​ Juan Forero, WSJ 
●​ Genevieve Glatsky, NYT 
●​ Bram Ebrus, Amazon Underworld 
●​ Theodore Kahn, Control Risks 
●​ Alfie Panell, Reuters/NPR (Invited) 
●​ Steve Grattan, AP (Invited) 
●​ Elizabeth Dickinson, ICG (Invited) 

 
 
2:55pm - Last staffer flight leaves 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



______________________________________ 

              1  Please be aware that the Committee’s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department’s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov. 

 

July 1, 2026 
 

Ms. Sara Engelhard 
Office of the Honorable Delia Ramirez 
1523 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Ms. Engelhard: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Colombia,1 scheduled for July 6 to 10, 2026, sponsored by Quincy 
Institute.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $525 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 

that House employees may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts 
“of minimal value [currently $525] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use.  
 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Ranking Member 

 
Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 

Ashley Hinson, Iowa 
Nathaniel Moran, Texas 

Brad Knott, North Carolina 
 

Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 
Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
Sylvia R. Garcia, Texas 

Suhas Subramanyam, Virginia 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
 

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Jordan Downs 

Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 

https://Ethics.House.gov 



If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

               
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 
MG/MD:tn 
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