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Agenda for UNF Congressional Learning Trip to UN Headquarters 

 
May 10-11, 2026 

 
Sunday, May 10 
2:31pm – 6:02pm 156 Northeast Regional to Moynihan Train Hall at Penn Station (NYP) 
                           

Location: Washington Union Station 
  
6:02pm – 6:35pm Transit via hired shuttle to Westin New York Grand Central 
 
       Pick up: 31st Street 
  
6:35pm  Arrive at Westin New York Grand Central 
  
6:35pm – 6:45pm Executive Time 
  
6:45pm – 7:00pm Transfer via foot to The Capital Grille 
  
7:00pm – 9:00pm Working Dinner with Niki Ganz, Deputy Director, Middle East 

Division, UN Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs 
 

The delegation will meet with Niki Ganz, Deputy Director of the Middle 
East Division, of the UN Department of Political and Peacebuilding 
Affairs to better understand how the UN is monitoring global political 
developments in the Middle East and providing support to the Secretary-
General, Special Envoys, and UN political missions to help defuse crises 
and promote lasting solutions to conflict.  

 
    Location: The Capital Grille, 200 Park Avenue 
 
9:30pm – 9:40pm Transfer via foot to hotel 
 
Overnight  Westin New York Grand Central 

212 E. 42nd St, New York, NY 10017 
 
Monday, May 11 
8:00am – 8:15am Bring luggage to lobby, check out of hotel 
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8:15am – 8:45am Transit via foot to UN Headquarters / Entry 
 
8:45am – 9:30am Working Breakfast with Lieutenant General Cheryl Pearce, Military 

Adviser, Under Secretary General for Peace Operations  
 

The delegation will meet with Lieutenant General Cheryl Pearce of 
Australia, the Acting Military Adviser for Peacekeeping Operations to 
learn about the UN’s efforts to build and sustain peace in countries 
emerging from conflict, with a focus on missions in Africa and the Middle 
East.   
 
Location: UN Headquarters, Delegates Dining Room, PDR 1-3 

 
9:30am – 10:15am  Meeting with Lucia Elmi, Director of Emergency Operations, 

UNICEF Office of Emergency Programmes; Mandeep O’Brien, 
Global Director of Public Partnerships, UNICEF; and Paul Skoczylas, 
Director of Private Sector Partnerships Service, World Food 
Programme (WFP), New York  

  
The delegation will meet with senior leaders from UNICEF and WFP to 
learn how the UN is delivering lifesaving humanitarian assistance in Syria, 
Haiti, Sudan, Ukraine, and other complex, challenging environments.  
 
Location: UN Headquarters, Delegates Dining Room, PDR 1-3 

 
10:15am – 11:00am Meeting with Keith Stanski, Section Chief, Middle East and North 

Africa, UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), New York 
 
The delegation will meet with the OCHA Section Chief to discuss how 
they are working with partners and member states to coordinate the 
effective delivery of humanitarian assistance across multiple protracted 
and emerging crises, with a focus on the Middle East. Mr. Stanski will 
also update on the recent memorandum of understanding (MOU) between 
the State Department and OCHA around pooled funding.  
 
Location: UN Headquarters, Delegates Dining Room, PDR 1-3 

 
11:00am – 11:40am Expert-Guided Tour of UN Security Council Chamber and United  
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Nations General Assembly Hall 
  
The delegation will receive an expert guided tour of the UN Security 
Council Chamber and UN General Assembly Hall (meetings permitted), 
highlighting the history, functions, and impact of each body. 

 
11:40am – 11:45am Transit via foot to UN Headquarters, Delegates Dining Room, PDR 1-3 
 
11:45am – 12:45pm Working Lunch with Ursula Wynhoven, Director and Representative  

to the United Nations, International Telecommunications Union 
(ITU); Laura Paterson, Representative and Coordinator to the United 
Nations and Other International Organizations in North America, 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO); Matteo Pasquali, 
Deputy Representative of the UN Office of Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), and Werner H. Obermeyer, Director, World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
  
The delegation will have a working lunch with senior officials from ITU, 
WMO, UNODC, and WHO to discuss key challenges facing each 
organization, the importance of U.S. engagement, and partnerships with 
the private sector.  
 
Location: UN Headquarters, Delegates Dining Room, PDR 1-3 

 
12:45pm – 1:15pm Break / Transit via foot to U.S. Mission to the UN / Entry 
  
1:15pm – 2:00pm Conversation with Ambassador Jeff Bartos, U.S. Representative for  
   UN Management and Reform, U.S. Mission to the United Nations 
    

The delegation will meet with Amb. Jeff Bartos, U.S. Representative for 
UN Management and Reform, to discuss ongoing UN reform efforts and 
the importance of U.S. leadership. 

 
Location: U.S. Mission to the UN, 22nd floor 

 
2:00pm – 2:45pm     Transit via hired shuttle to Moynihan Train Hall at Penn Station (NYP) 
 
2:45pm                     Arrive Moynihan Train Hall at Penn Station (NYP) 
 
2:45pm – 3:00pm     Prepare for departure 
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3:00pm – 6:02pm     Amtrak Acela #2163 to Washington Union Station 
  
6:02pm                     Arrive Washington Union Station 
 



UNF Learning Trip to UN Headquarters (May 10-11, 2026) 
Answers to Primary Trip Sponsor Form Questions 4 and 12 

4. Names and titles of all House invitees and explanation of why the individual was invited:  

The following individuals have been invited to participate in this learning trip to UN 
Headquarters in New York because they work on issues related to U.S. foreign policy, U.S.-UN 
relations, international organizations, international development, humanitarian assistance, global 
health, and/or associated subjects.  
 
Daniel Black, Legislative Assistant 
Del. Aumua Amata Coleman Radewagen 
 
Iyanla Kollock, Legislative Director 
Rep. Shomari Figures 
 
Joenler Simon, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Rep. Robert Aderholt 
 
Jameson Parker, Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Steve Womack 
 
John Lynch, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Jim Costa 
 
Sophie Jones, Democratic Staff Director 
Rep. Sara Jacobs 
 
Sara Katsnelson, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Brad Sherman 
 
Shine Lee, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Young Kim 
 
Kasey Condon, Military Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Ted Lieu 
 
Christopher Zhen, Senior Policy Advisor 
Rep. Jeff Hurd 
 
Martha Gallagher, Senior Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Gabe Evans 
 
Hatti Specter, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Sarah McBride 
 



Clare Plassche, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Rep. Jared Moskowitz 
 
Ross Dietrich, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Brian Mast 
 
Adam Safran, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick 
 
Austin Johnson, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Maria Elvira Salazar 
 
Samuel Luna, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Anna Paulina Luna 
 
Charlie Gann, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Randy Fine 
 
Vanessa Scott, Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Mario Diaz Balart 
 
Max Berry, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Rich McCormick 
 
Juan San Nicolas, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Del. James Moylan  
 
Michael Sciacca, Legislative Director 
Del. James Moylan 
 
Marshele Bryant, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Mike Quigley  
 
Tanner Brown, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Jim Baird 
 
Adam Stasiewicz, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Jefferson Shreve 
 
Diala Qasem, Legislative Director 
Rep. Andre Carson 
 
Nick Bower, Legislative Director 
Rep. Ashley Hinson 
 
Jack Reineke, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 



Rep. Andy Barr 
 
Wil Tener, Legislative Director 
Rep. Hal Rogers 
 
Samuel Mollin, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Kweisi Mfume 
 
Andrew Heineman, Legislative Director 
Rep. Kweisi Mfume 
 
Jack Berson, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. John Olszewski Jr. 
 
Benjamin Cooper, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. William Keating 
 
Alec Daman, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Bill Huizenga 
 
Jake Kochmansky, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. John Moolenar 
 
Tyler Giuliacci, Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Tom Barrett 
 
Tom Morrissey, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Mark Alford 
 
Ben Vansickle, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Ryan Zinke 
 
Colby Harriman, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Dina Titus 
 
John McDonough, Foreign Polic Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Christopher Smith 
 
Sarah Whiteley, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Thomas Kean Jr. 
 
Dharamjeet Singh, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Gregory Meeks 
 
Courtney Kaufman, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Mike Lawler 



 
Matt Mullins, Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Mike Lawler  
 
Jessica Merritt, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. George Latimer 
 
Rhett Styles, Legislative Director 
Rep. Nicole Malliotakis 
 
Dawson Connell, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Chuck Edwards 
 
Zachary Suero, Legislative Aide 
Rep. Addison McDowell 
 
Gus Desch, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Warren Davidson 
 
Omar Hossino, National Security Advisor 
Rep. Kevin Hern 
 
Sofia Diero, Legislative Director 
Rep. Tom Cole 
 
Chandler Smith, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Guy Reschenthaler 
 
Sarah Jacobs, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Madeleine Dean 
 
Abigail Jung, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Scott Perry 
 
Anna Zimmerman, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Gabe Amo 
 
Stephanie Pendarvis, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Joe Wilson 
 
Chris Ringer, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Sheri Biggs 
 
Cameron Madsen, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Michael McCaul 
 



Katie Wallach, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Ronny Jackson 
 
Crystal Sung, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Julie Johnson 
 
Joshua Adams, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Keith Self 
 
Xiomara Villareal, Senior Legislative Assistant 
Rep. John Carter 
 
Christopher Ferrari, Military Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Morgan Luttrell 
 
Diego Sanchez, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Pramila Jayapal 
 
Jane Scarborough, Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Michael Baumgartner 
 
Nancy Hoggatt, Professional Staff Member 
House Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Enrique Carrasco, Digital Director 
House Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Elaina Murphy, Professional Staff Member 
Energy and Commerce Committee  
 
12. Description of the sponsor’s interest in the subject matter of the trip and its role in 
organizing and/or conducting the trip:  

The UN Foundation (UNF) works to educate all Americans, including the U.S. Congress, on the 
importance of a strong U.S.-UN relationship. Over the course of this trip, the delegation will 
meet with several high-level UN officials, offering policymakers an opportunity to learn about 
multilateral efforts to address a number of interconnected humanitarian, development, and 
foreign policy challenges. UNF is the primary sponsor of this trip and is organizing all aspects of 
the program and logistics. UNF handles all outreach to congressional offices and is the contact 
for planning purposes. 
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