














South Florida Agricultural Foundation (SFAF) 
ITINERARY 

2026 Congressional Staff Tour 

April 7-9, 2026 
 

*Note: All food/catering/transportation/lodging is paid for 
Tuesday, April 7, 2026                                              by the South Florida Agricultural Foundation 

  
6:40 – 9:20 AM               Depart Washington-Reagan National Airport on American Airlines Flight AA2499 
9:20– 9:55 AM  Arrive Palm Beach International Airport. SFAF group leaders will meet guests at 

the West Palm Beach airport, locate luggage, board bus. Guests will be 
transported by bus for the rest of the trip. 

9:55—12:00 PM Travel to Belle Glade. As bus drives through the Everglades Agricultural Area 
(EAA), a presentation of points of interest along the way include the Sem-Chi 
Rice Plant, Florida Crystals sugarcane fields, the Sugarcane Growers Cooperative 
Mill and lettuce, sweet corn and sugarcane fields at various stages of growth. 
Also, a video presentation about water issues pertaining to the lake and how 
sugarcane is grown and harvested will be shown during the ride. Boxed lunches 
will be provided and eaten en route. 

 12:00 – 2:15 PM Tour of DUDA Farms led by Sam Jones, General Manager, showcasing the 
farming operations where leafy greens, lettuce and other produce is grown. The 
group will go out into the field and observe the harvesting of lettuce while 
discussing food safety and workforce issues. 

2:15 – 2:30 PM Travel to Pioneer Growers, also in Belle Glade. Programming en route to discuss 
food safety practices and workforce challenges seen at DUDA Farms as well as 
preparing for the packing house visit and any specific concerns that might be 
addressed. 

2:30 – 3:15 PM Tour of Pioneer Growers Packing House led by Mike Owens, General Manager, 
showcasing the packaging operations where sweet corn, green beans, radishes, 
celery, cabbage, leafy greens and other produce are packed and shipped out.  
Par\cipants will tour a vegetable packing house to gain insight into the post-
harvest process, including how vegetables are transported from the field, 
handled, and packaged for distribu\on to buyers. The visit will also include an 
overview of trucking regula\ons that ensure compliance, safety, and efficiency 
in produce transporta\on. 

3:15 – 3:30 PM Board bus. 
3:30 – 4:00 PM Depart Pioneer to travel to Roland Martin Marina & Resort in Clewiston. 
4:00 – 5:45 PM Check into the Roland Martin Marina & Resort, prepare for dinner presentation. 
5:45 – 6:00 PM Depart hotel, drive to Hilliard Brothers 
6:00—6:45 PM                 Tour Hillard Brothers to learn about the Cattle industry in Florida and the 

challenges they face presented by Lindsey Wiggins and Tripp Whidden. Then 
head to Swindle Farm for dinner. Programming en route to discuss the 
operational challenges  and considerations around animal health, food safety 
and workforce dynamics. 

6:45 – 9:00 PM Working dinner at Swindle Farm. This is an actual working sugarcane farm 
owned by an independent grower. Meet local city and county elected officials 



during working reception and dinner. The mayor of Clewiston, James Pittman, 
will speak on how important agriculture is to the financial prosperity of the city. 
The county and city commissioners present: Ramon Iglesias, Mali Gardner, 
Hillary Hyslope and Jason Williams, will discuss the effects of Covid on the 
agricultural community and other issues rural areas are facing. Short 
presentation of dairy farming in the area by Sutton Rucks of Milking R Dairy and 
how the recent laws have affected their business. Approximately two hours will 
be spent on the listed activities and presentations.  

9:00 PM  Return to the Roland Marin Marina & Resort. 
 
 
Wednesday, April 8, 2026 
 
8:30 – 9:00 AM Breakfast by bus and board bus. 
9:00 – 9:20 AM   Depart the Roland Martin Marina & Resort to travel to sugarcane fields. 
9:20 AM – 12:00 PM Tour Sugarcane Field operations and harvesting, Scott Berden, Precision Ag 

Manager with U. S. Sugar, will discuss compliance of worker protection 
standards, burning regulations, pesticide and herbicide issues and other Federal 
regulations that have an impact on the cost and procedures of farming 
sugarcane. Jarad Plair, Asst. Director of Farm Operations, will explain how 
drones are used in the agricultural fields. A stop will be made at a pump station 
where Richard Sanchez, Director of Farm Operations and Land Mgt, will present 
and discuss water quality standards. 

12:00 – 12:45 PM Lunch at Clewiston Youth Center provided by SFAF. Ardis Hammock, with 
Frierson Farms, will give a presentation on the American Farm Policy & Trade, 
discussing the farm bill, NAFTA and other trade issues. 

12:45 – 1:00 PM Travel to U. S. Sugar Mill and Refinery, Clewiston. 
1:00 – 3:00 PM Arrive at U. S. Sugar Corp. Mill and Refinery for tour of sugarcane processing 

procedures led by Brannan Thomas, Dir. of Community Relations. Discussion will 
include compliance with OSHA and federal air quality standards, while the 
refinery will focus on FDA food safety and labeling issues. Tour of packaging 
facilities. 

3:00 – 3:15 PM Depart mill, travel to the Roland Martin Marina & Resort. 
3:15 – 4:30 PM Arrive at hotel, prepare for citrus tour and dinner presentation.  
4:30 – 4:45 PM Depart hotel, drive to Southern Gardens Citrus in Clewiston. 
4:45 – 5:45 PM Southern Gardens Citrus grove stop, Jim Snively, Vice President of Citrus Groves, 

will discuss citrus greening, hurricanes and other issues destructive to citrus 
crops, and how they work with the USDA’s APHIS (Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service) to develop new citrus varieties and combat citrus diseases.  

5:45 – 6:00 PM  Travel to Dunwody Lodge 
6:00 – 6:30 PM Arrive at Dunwody Lodge in Clewiston for welcome reception and opportunity 

to speak one-on-one with local farmers who grow sugarcane, corn, green beans, 
kale and broccoli.  

6:30 – 9:00 PM Working dinner where SFAF Board President Ardis Hammock will introduce the 
independent farmers present (Nicky Perez, Donnie Lundy, Carl Perry, Luigi 
Trotta, Justin Sobie, and Alan Hammock) and each will speak 5-10 minutes on 
the history of their farm and the produce they grow, showcasing the diversity of 
crops produced in the area. Staffers will be formally introduced to all the 



farmers. SFAF will purchase steaks cooked by Hendry County Cattlemen’s 
Association who will discuss the importance of the cattle industry in Florida. 
Approximately two hours will be spent on the listed activities and presentations. 

9:00 PM Return to the Roland Martin Marina & Resort. 

Thursday, April 9, 2026 

 
8:00 – 8:30 AM Breakfast provided by bus and board bus. 
8:30 – 9:00 AM   Depart the Roland Martin Marina & Resort to travel to Belle Glade to Slim’s Fish 

Camp. Programing discussion on history of Lake Okeechobee. 
9:00 – 10: 30 AM Depart from dock on bus to Lawrence E. Will Museum where Ernie Barnett, a 

water resource specialist that assists the agriculture industry in the Lake 
Okeechobee and Everglades watershed in matters related to Flood Protection, 
Water Supply and Stormwater Management, will explain the relationship 
between the lake and agriculture, discuss water quality and quantity issues and 
how EAA farmers must comply with federal water regulations. He will address 
questions from staffers. Willie Lee will also lead a conversation about the Lake 
and it’s history and importance to the agricultural area. 

10:30-10:35 AM Travel to TKM Packing House  
10:35-11:30 AM Tour of TKM Packing House by Michael Johnson. They will see firsthand how 

produce moves from field to market. Trucking and transportation challenges will 
be highlighted including driver shortages, rising fuel costs, and delays that can 
jeopardize the perishable goods. They will discuss how these issues impact 
farmers, distributors and consumers. 

11:30 – 12:00 PM Drive to the EREC in Belle Glade. 
12:00 – 12:30 PM Arrive at EREC. Working lunch provided by SFAF purchased from local farms. 

Introduction of panel of farmer members of Florida Farm Bureau moderated by 
Alleigh Reitz from Everglades Farm Equipment and a Western Palm Beach 
County Farm Bureau board member, and Sam Phares, District 8 Director, Florida 
Farm Bureau Federation. Each farm member on the panel will explain an item of 
importance in their farming process. Farm members participating are Matt 
Hoffman (Sugar Cane Growers Co-Op, Chuck Obern (C&B Farms), Keith 
Wedgworth (Wedgworth), Brad Phares (Lazy JP Ranch), Jamie Fussell (FFVA), 
Buddy McKinstry (JEM Farms), Mike Schlechter (Everglades Farm Equipment) 
and Olivia Pope (Pope Farms).  

12:30 – 2:00 PM One-on-one roundtable discussion with the farmers representing sweet corn, 
green beans, peppers, tomatoes and other vegetables, nursery operations and 
agricultural research. Discussion will include issues with federal pest 
management regulations, H2A worker programs, wage and labor compliance, 
NAFTA and how farming is impacted by state and federal issues.  

2:00 – 2:15 PM Board bus to depart. 
2:15 – 3:00 PM Travel to Bedner’s Farm Fresh Market, downtown West Palm Beach. Programing 

to discuss follow up questions/concerns from Farmer’s Round Table. 
3:00 – 3:25 PM Marie Bedner will lead the tour of Bedner’s Farm Fresh Market, one of the few 

remaining family owned and operated farmer's markets in South Florida, 
bringing fresh produce from the farm, grown right outside their back door. Also, 



watch a brief presentation of the new facility the Bedner’s provide for their H2A 
workers. 

3:25 – 3:30 PM Board bus, depart for airport 
3:30 – 3:45 PM.               Travel to Palm Beach International Airport 
5:59 PM                            Depart PBI for DCA on flight AA2497 
8:29 PM                            Arrive at DCA.  
 



 
April 3, 2026 

 
Ms. Aanya Friedeman 
Office of the Honorable Bonnie Watson Coleman 
168 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Ms. Friedeman: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Clewiston, Florida, scheduled for April 7 to 9, 2026, sponsored by South 
Florida Agricultural Foundation, Inc.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $525 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                 
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 
MG/MD:nl 
 
  

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
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Outlook

You're invited on an Ag-venture!

From Danielle Duffy <Danielle@soflagfoundation.org>
Date Tue 2/3/2026 11:43 AM
To Friedeman, Aanya <Aanya.Friedeman@mail.house.gov>

1 attachment (97 KB)
Itinerary.pdf;

Dear Aanya,

The South Florida Agricultural Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization founded to increase public awareness
of South Florida’s agricultural industries – including sugarcane, citrus, sweet corn, rice, celery and other crops –
through educational and stewardship opportunities, is sponsoring a congressional staff trip to our area on April 7-
9. The purpose of this Ag-venture is to give staffers an opportunity to tour South Florida's agricultural industry
gaining firsthand knowledge of its impact on Florida and the United States.

The Foundation would like to extend an invitation to you to participate in this upcoming trip. I have attached last
April’s itinerary as we are still working on the upcoming tour, but you can also check out our website
at www.soflagfoundation.org, where you can see the educational opportunities staffers had on previous tours.

Tour participants depart from Ronald Reagan National Airport to Palm Beach International Airport where
Foundation staff and a chartered bus will meet them. We’ll kickoff the tour by traveling west to the Everglades
Agricultural Area.  There the tour will start with vegetable planting and harvesting operations and will continue to
include citrus groves, sugarcane field operations and mill. We’ll cap the tour off by traveling west to the Everglades
Agricultural Area. Then, to end our tour, we’ll have an ecological AIR BOAT TOUR on Lake Okeechobee, the heart
of a number of Florida’s water issues. The Foundation will cover the cost of all travel, lodging and meal expenses
associated with the trip and will provide all necessary documentation for the Ethics Committee.

Florida is known as a premier tourist destination with its miles of sandy beaches, but few people know of its
abundant agricultural interests and its vital role in food production. In the South Florida region, Palm Beach
County alone generates nearly one-and-a-half billion dollars in total agricultural sales each year, ranking it among
the top ten counties for highest agricultural revenue in the nation. While Florida has three million acres devoted
to agriculture, Palm Beach County has more agriculture than any other county with 40% of its land actively
farmed. Florida food is exported to 170 different countries to the tune of $4 billion worth of food products.

We hope you will be able to join the Foundation on this fact-finding trip. We believe it will be a worthwhile
experience and that you will gain a better understanding of the Florida agricultural industry and other ag-related
issues that you work with on a daily basis.

Space is limited, and slots will be filled on a first come, first-served basis. Let us know if you would like to
participate in this exciting Ag-venture and we'll put you at the top of our RSVP list. We’ll forward the final itinerary
shortly and will have all ethics forms to you prior to the due date of March 6th. Feel free to contact us at 202-431-
9763 if you have any questions. 

*Only recipients of this invitation are able to attend.  If you have a referral, please send their name and email.  Do
not forward this invite.

Hope to see you in April!

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.soflagfoundation.org/__;!!BSgrhSFG!DsA-4jVv46vkIxb4L6l7ZN0QpOfhfBiRH09Nsub5Lh2UZ4mvDDZ-AU26wXDlrFJcE7Y5B_UCfyO9sb9dFCtoUzYTXNvkwdhoHQ$


   
Danielle Duffy
Executive Director
202-431-9763
www.soflagfoundation.org 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.soflagfoundation.org/__;!!BSgrhSFG!G_AjY7TO19OQTzmNcCT7LOYnfA8G_T57GZ_8QfkvaODmBUm66APm7Xme2pFG6T2RwXrR6w03gfVqR1aZarO2nZd1ux9h66K2xQFt$
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