
 





 



 



















______________________________________ 

              1  Please be aware that the Committee’s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department’s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov. 
 

April 1, 2026 
 

Mr. Mark Dreiling 
Office of the Honorable Don Bacon 
2104 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Dreiling: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Belgium and Germany,1 scheduled for April 6 to 11, 2026, sponsored by 
the Third Way Foundation, Inc.    
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $525 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 

that House employees may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts 
“of minimal value [currently $525] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use.  
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If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                 
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 
MG/MD:kjf 
 
  









 

  
 

PPI Space Del II Europe Program:  
April 6 - April 11, 2026 

 
Monday, April 6th, 2026 
 
5:30 PM - 7:15 AM​ ​ ​ Depart from Washington, DC (IAD) to Brussels (BRU)  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Flight: United Airlines (UA 950) 
Tuesday, April 7th, 2026​ ​  
 
7:15 AM​ ​ ​ ​ Arrival in Brussels 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
8:30 - 9:00 AM​ ​ ​ Taxi to Thon Hotel EU  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
9:00 AM​ ​ ​ ​ Arrive at Hotel, and Get Ready 

Location: Thon Hotel EU, Rue de la Loi 75, 1040 Bruxelles, 
Belgium 

 
 

10:30 - 11:15 AM​ ​ ​ EU Governance and EU Space Act 101 Briefings  
Location: Thon Hotel EU  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Michael Quigley will provide an overview of European 
institutions and how they relate to each other to provide 
context for meetings with various EU policymakers. Then 
Mary Guenther will provide an overview of the EU Space 
Act to set up discussion with stakeholders throughout the 
trip.  
 
This presentation is important to the execution of the trip 
because it provides a strong base of information, which the  
staff will need throughout the remainder of the trip. 
 
Briefers: Mary Guenther, PPI’s Head of Space Policy, 
Michael Quigley, PPI’s Director of European Office  
 

 
11:15 - 11:45 AM​ ​ ​ Amazon Leo Briefing  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Thon Hotel EU  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 



 

Amazon Leo will brief the staff on the unique policy 
challenges Amazon Leo faces as a multinational satellite 
services company as the EU seeks to develop sovereign 
capabilities. They will also touch on the impact they see 
EU Space Act having on their operations as part of the 
briefing. 
 
This presentation is important because industry will be able 
to provide real-world examples of how regulation impacts 
them and what it means to operate in multiple jurisdictions. 
 
Briefers: Jordi Casanova, EU Head of Telecoms and 
Space, Amazon Leo 

 
12:00 - 1:40 PM​ ​ ​ EU Space Act Lunch​​ ​ ​  
                                                           Location: Paolo’s Idea 
 

This working lunch will feature Alvaro Ovejero, one of the 
leading experts on the EU Space Act. Staff will take what 
they learned from PPI’s briefing and Amazon Leo’s briefing 
and apply it to an engaging conversation on the 
development of the Act as well as the path forward. 
 
This presentation is important because exposing staff to 
multiple perspectives on the EU Space Act is vital to 
allowing them to form their own opinions - and the 
conversational element will allow them to dig deeper. 
 
Guest: Alvaro Ovejero, Associate Director of Space and 
Satellite Policy, Access Partnership 

 
2:00 - 3:00 PM​ ​ ​ Meeting with Charlotte Bue, Head of US & Canada  

Division, European External Action Service 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Rond-Point Schuman 9A, B-1046 Brussels  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

This meeting will provide staff with information on the 
EU-US relationship - and how space plays into it - from the 
EU’s diplomatic perspective.  
 
This is important because staff have some familiarity with 
the US perspective, but it takes two to tango and many 
don’t realize the extent of the space trading relationship 
between the two entities.  

 



 

4:00 - 4:45 PM​ ​ ​ Visit & Tour of Parliament  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Rue Wiertz 60, 1047 Brussels 
 

This is a guided tour by Matteo Adduci. This will give staff 
a better understanding of the various EU political parties 
and how they interact/form coalitions. It will also educate 
staff on how the Parliament works - augmenting the 
morning briefing on how EU institutions interact with each 
other. 
 
This is important because it provides a base of knowledge 
for the workings of the Parliament and provides context for 
how the EU Space Act will move through. 
 
Staff: Matteo Adduci, Head of Office/Political Adviser, 
Office of MEP Brando Benifei 

 
4:45 - 5:30 PM​ ​ ​ Meeting with Chief of Staff to Chairman of EP  

Delegation for Relations with the USA and EPRS staff 
experts on Space Policy 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Rue Wiertz 60, 1047 Brussels 
 

This meeting will provide context on the US-EU 
relationship broadly speaking from Matteo as well as a 
strong overview of the EU Space Act from an EU 
institution. The EP Delegation for Relations with the USA 
have been engaging with the US government on the EU 
Space Act and can provide some context on how that 
legislation is developing.  
 
This is important because it will allow staffers to 
understand the intent of the EU Space Act and how it plays 
into the EU-US relationship. 

 
 
7:00 - 8:30 PM​ ​ ​ Dinner and Debrief  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Kafenio 
 

This working dinner will feature a robust guided discussion 
led by PPI’s Mary Guenther (Head of Space Policy) and 
Michael Quigley (Director of European Office) tying 
together everything the staffers learned about the EU 
Space Act from various guest speakers during the day and 



 

answering questions staff may have about EU institutions 
to better equip them for the following day of meetings. 
 
This is important because it will ensure staff are 
synthesizing everything they are learning and avoid 
confusion before they are too far into the trip as they will 
continue engaging with EU institutions and the EU Space 
Act all week. 

 
Wednesday, April 8th, 2026 
 
8:30 - 9:45 AM​ ​ ​ Breakfast Briefing 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Thon Hotel EU   

Overview of logistics for the day and context on the visits 
lined up led by Mary Guenther, Head of Space Policy, and 
John Michael Dieng, Government Relations Manager   

 
10:00 - 11:00 AM​ ​ ​ Meeting with EU Special Envoy for Space 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Rond-Point Schuman 9A, B-1046 Brussels 
 

This meeting will introduce staff to the leading salesperson 
for the EU Space Act abroad and glean insights on how 
nations are reacting to the EU Space Act. This will provide 
another perspective for staff on the initiative. 
 
This presentation is important because exposing staff to 
multiple perspectives on the EU Space Act is vital to 
allowing them to form their own opinions. 
 
Staff: Marjolijin Van Deelen, EU Special Envoy for Space 

 
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM  ​ ​ Meeting with Celine Begon, Head of ESA Brussels  

Office  
Location: Avenue de Cortenbergh, 52, B-1000 Bruxelles 

 
This meeting will expose staff to the partnerships ESA and 
NASA undertake, which are important to the EU-US 
relationship in space. This will also provide insights on how 
the EU views the US as a space partner after recent 
partnership cancellations. 
 
This is important to give staff insight into one key 
mechanism for US-EU space collaboration - and the 
impact policy decisions have on the relationship. 



 

 
12:45 - 2:30 PM​ ​ ​ Lunch with European Space Attaches  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Thon Hotel EU 
 

This working lunch will expose staff to the German and 
Spanish perspectives on the EU Space Act and the EU-US 
relationship in space. It will also provide context on how 
EU member nations engage with Eu institutions in 
Brussels. 
 
This meeting is important because EU member states hold 
great sway in Brussels - and are a key component to 
understanding how initiatives like the EU Space Act come 
together. 
 
Guests: Dr Christian BOEHM, Attaché Technology and 
Space, Permanent Representation of the Federal Republic 
of Germany to the European Union and Marta March, 
Counsellor for Science, Innovation, and Space, Permanent 
Representation of Spain to the European Union  

 
3:00 - 5:00 PM ​ ​ ​ Meeting 2 - US Mission to NATO Briefing on NATO  

Commercial Space Activities and Tour of NATO  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Boulevard Leopold III, 1110 Brussels, Belgium 
  

This meeting and guided tour led by Col. Justin Pendry will 
expose staff to another key pillar of EU-US space 
collaboration: NATO. NATO is expanding its space 
engagements and guides some military collaborations in 
the space domain between the two entities.  
 
This meeting is important as staff learn about the many 
interfaces between the EU and US space sectors. This will 
also help them appreciate why space is so important for 
national security globally - and how space fits into NATO’s 
overall strategy. 
 
Briefer: Col. Justin Pendry​ ​ ​  

 
5:00 PM - 5:15 PM ​ ​ ​ Transit to the Airport 
 
5:45 PM - 6:45 PM​ ​ ​ Dinner/Debrief  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Exki Brussels Airport 
 



 

This working dinner will feature a robust guided discussion 
led by PPI’s Mary Guenther (Head of Space Policy) tying 
together everything the staffers learned about the EU 
Space Act from various guest speakers during the day and 
answering questions staff may have about ESA or NATO. 
 
This is important to avoid any confusion before 
engagements with industry start the following day and to 
ensure staffers are getting as much out of the trip as 
possible. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

7:30 PM - 8:50 PM​ ​ ​ Depart from Brussels (BRU) to Munich (MUC) 
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Flight: Brussels Airlines (SN 2651) 
 
 
9:30 PM - 10:00 PM​ ​ ​ Travel to NH Collection Munchen Bavaria/Check In  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Arnulfstraße 2, 80335 München, Germany 
 
 
Thursday, April 9th, 2026 
 
8:30 - 9:00 AM​ ​ ​ Breakfast Briefing 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Overview of trip visits and logistics for the day led by Mary  

Guenther, Head of Space Policy and John Michael Dieng, 
Government Relations Manager   

 
9:10 - 10:00 AM​ ​ ​ Travel Time 
 
10:00 - 12:30 PM​ ​ ​ Tour and Briefing w/Airbus 

Location: Willy-Messerschmidt-Straße 1, 82024 
Taufkirchen  
Robert-Koch-Straße 5, 82024 Taufkirchen  

 
This guided tour and briefing led by Marieke Suppa will 
inform staff about Starlab, the next-generation space 
station being produced by Airbus, Voyager Technologies, 
and other companies. As the successor to the ISS, this 
space station will host international payloads. Airbus will 
tell staff about their experience of the partnership and how 
policy decisions like the EU Space Act impact the 
partnership. 
 
This is important because it will inform staff about how 
entirely commercial EU-US space collaboration is going - 



 

and how policy decisions either help or hinder those 
collaborations. 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Briefers: Mareike Suppa, Chief of Staff, Airbus Space 
Exploration 
 

12:45 - 3:00 PM​ ​ ​ Working Lunch Followed by Tour of Arianespace 
Location: Robert-Koch-Straße 1, 82024 Taufkirchen, 
Germany 

 
This visit will consist of a working lunch, featuring 
conversation about how European launchers like 
Arianespace operate in the USA and how they will be 
impacted by the EU Space Act, followed by a tour of the 
factory where the rockets are produced. This tour will give 
staff insights into how European factories differ from 
American ones - and what that means for cross-border 
collaboration. TWF is paying for the House Travelers Meal. 
 
This is important because it will inform staff about how 
EU-US collaboration is going from an industry perspective 
- and what policy choices mean for that relationship. 
 
Briefers: David Cavaillolès, CEO, Arianespace  

 
3:00 - 3:45 PM​ ​ ​ Travel Time 
 
 
3:45 - 5:00 PM ​ ​ ​ Tour of OHB​  

Location: Manfred-Fuchs-Straße 1, 82234 Weßling, 
Germany 

 
This visit will give staff another perspective on US-EU 
collaboration in space. OHB does substantial work with US 
entities, from commercial space station providers to launch 
vehicles.  
 
The guided tour led by Katharina Will, is important because 
it will help staff understand what these collaborations 
usually look like - which make for space systems that have 
EU and US components in them - and how policies like 
export control and tariffs impact them.​ ​ ​
​  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Briefers: Katharine Will, Head of OHB Berlin 



 

 
7:00 - 9:00 PM​ ​ ​ Salon Dinner featuring Special Guest PM Markus  

Söder  
Location: Pasto Munchen, Arnulfstr. 16/18, 80335 Munich, 
Bavaria Germany 

 
This salon dinner will bring together local political leader, 
PM Markus Söder, the industry representatives the staff 
delegation will visit with, and the staff for a lively discussion 
of US-EU space collaboration and the EU Space Act.  
 
This conversation is important because it will give staff a 
chance to see and participate in conversations about the 
important topics they’re learning about alongside political 
leaders and industry.  

 
Friday, April 10th, 2026 
 
9:00 - 9:45 AM​ ​ ​ Travel Time 
 
9:45 - 12:15 PM​ ​ ​ Tour of DLR 

Location: Münchener Str. 20, 82234 Weßling, Germany 
 

This guided tour led by Felix Huber will give staff a sense 
of how EU member state space agencies collaborate with 
their US counterparts like NASA. We will tour the German 
Space Operations Center and Institute for Robotics and 
Mechatronics, both of which will highlight NASA 
collaborations.  
 
This is important because while ESA collaborations are 
important, they don’t show the full picture of what 
collaboration between the EU and US look like as member 
states have independent relationships.  

 
Briefers: Felix Huber, Head of German Space Operations 
Center, DLR and Dr. Lioba Suchenwirth, Public Relations 
Lead for the Institute for Robotics and Mechatronics 

 
12:15 - 12:30 PM​ ​ ​ Travel Time 
​ ​ ​ ​  
 
12:30 - 2:45 PM​ ​ ​ Working Lunch Meeting + Tour at The Exploration  

Company (TEC) 



 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Galileostraße 502, 82131 Gauting 
 

The working lunch will feature conversation on what 
challenges TEC experiences working in both the EU and 
US and what policy changes like the EU Space Act mean 
for those operations. This will be followed by a guided tour 
of the factory by Victor Maier, giving staff a sense of what a 
reentry spacecraft does for both entities’ space 
programs.TWF is paying for the House Travelers Meal. 
 
This is important because it will inform staff about how 
EU-US collaboration is going from an industry perspective 
- and what policy choices mean for that relationship. 
 
Briefer: Victor Maier, Lead Germany and Central Europe 
Business, TEC 

 
2:45 - 3:05 PM ​ ​ ​ Travel Time  
​ ​ ​ ​  
3:05 - 4:35 PM​ ​ ​ Tour of Mynaric 

Location: Bertha-Kipfmüller-Straße 2-8, 81249 München, 
Germany 
 
This visit will give staff another perspective on US-EU 
collaboration in space. Mynaric does substantial work with 
US satellite manufacturers - and is being acquired by 
US-NZ company Rocket Lab. 

 
The guided tour led by Joachim is important because it will 
help staff understand what these collaborations usually 
look like - which make for space systems that have EU and 
US components in them - and how policies like export 
control and tariffs impact them. It will also provide context 
on the European attitude towards US investment. 
 
Briefer: Joachim Horwath, CTO, Mynaric and Martin 
Haunschild, Business Development Manager 

 
4:35 - 5:00 PM​ ​ ​ Travel back to Hotel  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
5:00 - 6:45 PM​ ​ ​ Executive Time  
 
 



 

7:00 - 9:00 PM​ ​ ​ Dinner 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location: Arnulfstraße 2, 80335 München, Germany 
 
 
 
Saturday, April 11th, 2026 
 
 
9:00 - 9:15 AM​ ​ ​ Depart Hotel for Airport  
 
 
12:00 PM - 3:00 PM​ ​ ​ Depart from Munich (MUC) to Washington, DC (IAD) 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Flight: United (UA 109) 
​ ​ ​  
 
 
 
 
 



 

    February 17, 2026 

 

Mark Dreiling ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Office of U.S. Representative Don Bacon ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             
2104 Rayburn House Office Building  

Dear Mark, 

On behalf of the Progressive Policy Institute, I’d like to invite you on a staff delegation trip to Brussels and 
Munich from April 6 to 11, 2026. 

For over a decade, PPI has hosted congressional delegation trips with elected officials and staff to learn 
firsthand about some of the most pressing policy issues facing our nation, and the world at large. This 
bipartisan, high-level trip will feature a select group of senior staff working for members of the House and 
Senate who are committed to advancing innovative and forward-looking policies. 

We’re travelling to various space-relevant cities in the European Union to educate staffers about the deep 
connections between the U.S. and EU space sectors. In particular, this trip will examine the impact that the 
EU Space Act would have on international cooperation in space and illuminate the extensive benefits of 
partnering with the EU. As part of this trip, we will meet with EU government officials, EU member state 
officials, commercial companies working in both jurisdictions, and space agencies. 

Key themes of the trip will be: 

●​ Understanding EU-U.S. space collaboration, both between governments and commercial industry 
players 

●​ Understanding the impact the EU Space Act would have on the EU and U.S. space sectors 
●​ Examining how the commercial industry will continue international collaboration in low-Earth orbit 

via commercial space stations 

 

PPI is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization with the mission of providing educational programming on 
current policy issues and generating radically pragmatic ideas for governing. As such, this trip will comply 
with House and Senate ethics rules.  

Please RSVP no later than Friday, February 27, 2026. I hope you will join us in what promises to be an 
insightful and educational trip. Space is limited; please contact myself, Mary Guenther, at 240-330-0251 or 
mguenther@ppionline.org or John Michael Dieng at 347-949-2741 or jdieng@ppionline.org if you have 
questions or require further information. 

 

Regards, 

 

Lindsay Lewis​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Mary Guenther ​
CEO, Progressive Policy Institute​ ​ ​ Head of Space Policy  
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