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First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Shahid Ahmed Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Jennifer McClellan

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Energy and 

Commerce Committee, Mr. 
Ahmed can offer insight into 

how the globalization of 
industries to domestic 

technology industries in the U.
S. are impacted by investment 

in emerging markets.

Alyssa Anderson Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Ryan Mackenzie

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the Foreign Affairs 

Subcommittee on East Asia and 
Pacific Subcommittee, Ms. 
Anderson can discuss the 

distinct market opportunities 
for U.S. businesses as it relates 

to nations in Southeast Asia.

Hailey Barringer Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Emilia Sykes

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the Committee on Science, 

Space and Technology, Ms. 
Barringer can discuss the 
advancements in energy 

technology being studied in U.
S. research institutions.

Hillary Beard Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Terri Sewell

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the House Ways and Means 
Subcommittee on Trade, Ms. 

Beard can speak to how 
strengthening ties with U.S. 

allies will provide opportunities 
for optimal trade outcomes for 

the U.S. 
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Caroline Bender Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Erin Houchin

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Energy & 

Commerce subcommittee on 
commerce, manufacturing, and 
trade, Ms. Bender can discuss 

the distinct impact that the 
USMCA Trade Agreement will 

have on our domestic 
manufacturing industry. 

Steffanie Bezruki Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Dave Min

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Natural 

Resources Committee, Ms. 
Bezruki can provide insight on 

the impact of government 
regulation on energy pricing 

and access. 

Jenifer Bradley Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
John Rutherford

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Homeland 

Security, Ms. Bradley can 
speak to opportunities for 

government funding related to 
securing America's health 

infrastructure.

Tristan Breaux Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Shomari Figures

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Committee on 

Transportation & 
Infrastructure, Mr. Breaux can 
offer insight into the future of 
energy infrastructure, and its 

impact on American economic 
development.
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Cara Camacho Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Jim Himes

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Financial 

Services Committee, Ms. 
Camacho can speak to the 

impact that financial 
institutions have on the 

development of advanced 
technologies like artificial 

intelligence.

Yvanna Cancela Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Steven Horsford

As Chief of Staff of a Member 
on the House Ways & Means 
Committee, Ms. Cancela can 

highlight the influence that the 
USMCA Trade Agreement will 

have on North American 
economies. 

Sarah Carlson Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Laura Gillen

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the House Science, Space, 
and Technology Committee, 
Ms. Carlson can touch on the 

advancements in artificial 
intelligence and how grant 

programs can keep American 
technology competitive.

Steven Carlson Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Chris Pappas

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Committee on 
Veteran Affairs, Mr. Carlson 

can offer insight on how 
artificial intelligence can assist 

healthcare operations in VA 
hospitals.
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Abby Carter Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Suhas Subramanyam

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology, Ms. 

Carter can highlight the 
advancements in artificial 

intelligence research in U.S. 
institutions. 

Dylan Chandler Deputy Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Jason Smith

As Deputy Chief of Staff to the 
Chairman of the House Ways 
and Means Committee, Mr. 

Chandler can offer insights on 
Chairman's views on 

renegotiating the USMCA trade 
agreement.

Andrew Christianson Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Dusty Johnson

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the Select Committee on 
China, Mr. Christianson can 
highlight the importance of 

fostering investment in 
emerging markets in the Asia-
Pacific region as a strategy to 

compete with Chinese 
influence in the region.

Dante Cutrona Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
John Joyce

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the Energy and Commerce 
Subcommittee on Health, Mr. 
Cutrona can weigh in on the 
importance of strengthening 
health security as it relates to 
combatting bio attacks from 

foreign adversaries 
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Reid Dagul Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Ben Cline

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence, Mr. 
Dagul can touch on the national 

security risks the U.S. faces 
from its lagging cyber security 
protections in the healthcare 

and energy industries. 

Tim Del Monico Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Sam Liccardo

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Committee on 
Financial Services, Mr. Del 

Monico can discuss the 
obstacles present in the housing 

market that are leading to a 
shortage of affordable family 

housing.

Toby Douthat Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Chuck Edwards

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on financial 

services and general 
government, Mr. Douthat can 
highlight the rapidly changing 

global financial services 
industry and its impact on U.S. 

businesses to invest in 
emerging markets. 

Jordan Downs Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Michael Guest

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Energy and 

Water Development, Mr. 
Downs can discuss the 

opportunities for government 
programs to bolster our 

domestic hydroelectric power 
industry. 
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Mark Dreiling Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Don Bacon

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the Agriculture Committee, 
Mr. Dreiling can highlight the 
unique challenges faced by the 
dairy and livestock industries 

as it relates to the USMCA 
Trade Agreement.

Jaryn Emhof Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Daniel Webster

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the House Committee on 

Natural Resources, Ms. Emhof 
can discuss opportunities for 
expanded domestic energy 

production on federal lands. 

Jack Ganter Legislative Director Office of Representative 
Buddy Carter

As the Legislative Director to a 
Member of the House Energy 

and Commerce Committee, Mr. 
Ganter can discuss the impact 
that artificial intelligence has 

and will have on the 
communications and 
technology industry. 

Sarah Gilbert Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Neal Dunn

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Select Committee 

on the Strategic Competition 
between the U.S. and the 

Chinese Communist Party, Ms. 
Gilbert can discuss the impact 
that government regulation on 
the energy industry has on U.S. 

competitiveness with China.
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Cesar Gonzalez Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Mario Diaz-Balart

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Committee on 

Appropriations, Mr. Gonzalez 
can speak to opportunities for 

funding programs that promote 
healthcare security, including 
cybersecurity and pandemic 

preparedness efforts.

Jenny Gorski Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Michael Baumgartner

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee on South and 
Central Asia, Ms. Gorski can 

speak to the unique 
opportunities for U.S. 

industries to invest and develop 
relationships with emerging 
markets in Southeast Asia.

Liana Guerra Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Darren Soto

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Natural 

Resources Committee, Ms. 
Guerra can address the unique 
energy and grid issues facing 

coastal regions.

Aaron Harawa Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Glenn Ivey

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Committee on 
Appropriations, Mr. Harawa 

can provide insight on how U.
S. investment in technology 

programs will impact our 
artificial intelligence 

capabilities. 
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Nick Hawatmeh Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Lisa McClain

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the Committee on Financial 
Services, Mr. Hawatmeh can 

highlight the impacts that 
government mortgage subsidy 
programs have had on the U.S. 

housing market.

Maeve Healy Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Grace Meng

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Appropriations 
Committee, Ms. Healy can 

discuss how reducing 
investments in organizations 

with an international focus can 
impact U.S. companies' ability 
to invest in emerging markets.

Emily Hebein Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Bob Latta

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Energy and 

Commerce Subcommittee on 
Energy, Ms. Hebein can offer 

insight on the impact that 
changes in energy policy will 

have on the economic 
prosperity of the local 
economies in the U.S.

Chloe Hunt Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Sean Casten

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the House Financial Services 

Committee, Ms. Hunt will 
provide insights on the impact 
that financial markets have on 
the supply of and demand for 

housing. 
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Nancy Juarez Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Ami Bera

As the Chief of Staff to a 
Member on the Committee on 

Foreign Affairs, Ms. Juarez can 
share her insights on how 

positive relationships with our 
allies impact opportunities for 

economic collaboration in 
emerging markets.

Melissa Jung Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Nydia Velázquez

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Small Business 

Committee, Ms. Jung can offer 
insight on the impact that the 

USMCA Trade Agreement has 
on small businesses. 

Carolyn King Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Rob Wittman

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the House Natural Resources 

Committee, Ms. King can 
discuss how the domestic 

production of critical minerals 
and other valueable resources 

will impact the USMCA 
renegotiation.

Desiree Koetzle Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Pete Stauber

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Small Business 

Subcommittee on Rural 
Development, Energy, and 

Supply Chains, Ms. Koetzle 
can discuss the impact that the 
USMCA Trade Agreement has 
had on rural economies in the 

U.S. 
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John Lee Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Nikki Budzinski

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the House Agriculture 

Committee, Mr. Lee can speak 
to housing issues in rural 

communities and opportunities 
for federal support.

Yujin Lee Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Rob Menendez

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Energy and 

Commerce Committee, Ms. 
Lee can provide insight on the 

energy policy as it relates to the 
balance of conservation of the 
environment and prioritizing 

domestic production.

Lane Lofton Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Doris Matsui

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the House Energy and 

Commerce Committee, Mr. 
Lofton can directly speak to 

advancements in traditional and 
new energy sources and how 

government regulation impacts 
the industry. 

Molly Lowe Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Mark Amodei

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Natural 

Resources Committee, Ms. 
Lowe can speak to the 

importance of critical mineral 
supply chains on advanced 
technologies like artificial 

intelligence.
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Willie Lyles Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Troy Carter

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the Committee on Energy 

and Commerce, Mr. Lyles can 
speak to the present and future 

cybersecurity risks to the 
healthcare industry.

Sean McCabe Chief of Staff Office of Representative Pat 
Harrigan

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Armed Services 

Subcommittee on Military 
Personnel, Mr. McCabe can 

provide insight on the unique 
challenges faced by military 

families as it relates to finding 
and securing reliable housing. 

Matt McMurray Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Robin Kelly

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, Mr. 
McMurray can speak to the 

integration of artificial 
intelligence in the healthcare 

industry and its impact on 
efficiency and quality of care.

Caitlyn McNamee Deputy Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Brad Schneider

As Deputy Chief of Staff to a 
Member on the House 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
Ms. McNamee can highlight 

the effect that strong 
relationships with U.S. allies in 

the Western Hemisphere can 
have on USMCA 
renegotitations.



12

Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form: Supplemental

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Gabe Merkel Executive Director Problem Solvers Caucus

As Executive Director of the 
Problem Solvers Caucus, Mr. 

Merkel can speak to the diverse 
housing challenges facing 

districts represented by caucus 
Members in urban and rural 

areas.

Megan Miller Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Steve Scalise

As Chief of Staff to Majority 
Leader Scalise, Ms. Miller can 

speak to the Republican 
Conference's opinions on 

energy policy as it relates to the 
U.S.'s use of traditional and 

new energy sources.  

Maddie Mitchell Deputy Chief of Staff Office of Representative Jen 
Kiggans

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Committee on 

Veterans Affairs, Ms. Mitchell 
can discuss the distinct 

challenges veterans face when 
trying to secure reliable and 

affordable housing. 

Andrew Noh Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Marilyn Strickland

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Transportation 

and Infrastructure Committee, 
Mr. Noh can discuss the impact 

highways and public transit 
systems have on the housing 

market as it relates to property 
values.
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Louise O'Rourke Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Kim Schrier

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, Ms. 
O'Rourke can speak to the 

impact the government 
regulation has on access to 
technological innovation.

Cesar Prieto Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Tony Gonzalez

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the Homeland Security 
Committee, Mr. Prieto can 

speak to the necessity to build 
strong economic relationships 
globally as way to protect the 
U.S. from foreign adversaries. 

Andrew Renteria Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
David Valadao

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Appropriations 

Subcommittee on Defense, Mr. 
Renteria can speak to the 

diplomatic tactics used by U.S. 
military forces to build strong 
relationships with countries 

worldwide.

Cheredith Rhone Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Cleo Fields

As the Chief of Staff to a 
Member on the Committee on 
Financial Services, Ms. Rhone 

can speak to the impact that 
investment in emerging 

markets has on domestic capital 
and financial markets.
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Mitch Rivard Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Jason Crow

As Chief of Staff to the 
Ranking Member of the House 
Armed Services Subcommittee 

on Intelligence and Special 
Operations, Mr. Rivard can 

provide insight on how 
artificial intelligence has 

changed the opportunities and 
threats to intelligence 

operations. 

Megan Ruane Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Madeline Dean

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, Ms. Ruane can 

provide insight on how 
fostering relationships with U.
S. allies can provide economic 

benefits to the American 
people.

Dan Scharfenberger Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Thomas Kean

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Foreign Affairs 

Committee, Mr. Scharfenberger 
can offer insight on 

opportunities to strengthen ties 
with Africa by investing in key 
markets in agriculture, energy, 

and critical minerals. 

Katherine Sears Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Vince Fong

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology, Ms. 

Sears can share her perspective 
on the opportunities for 

government programs that 
teach K-12 students to use AI 
and keep America competitive 

in the global AI race.
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Gabrielle Sheitelman Deputy Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Juan Ciscomani

As Deputy Chief of Staff to a 
Member on the House 

Appropriations Subcommittee 
on transportation, housing, and 

urban development, Ms. 
Sheitelman can offer insight on 

how government housing 
programs affect the Southwest 

region.

Heather Smith Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
William Timmons

As Chief of Staff of a Member 
on the House Financial 

Services Committee, Ms. Smith 
provides valuable insight on the 

impact that artificial 
intelligence has had on the 

technologies used in financial 
markets. 

Will Smith Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Nick Langworthy

As Chief of Staff to a member 
on the House Energy and 

Commerce Committee, Mr. 
Smith can offer a diverse 

perspective on the opportunities 
and threats caused by artificial 

intelligence on America's 
public health infrastructure.

Amy Soenksen Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Morgan McGarvey

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Small Business 

Committee, Ms. Soenksen can 
speak to the impact that 

artificial intelligence is having 
on small business operations as 

it relates to workforce and 
efficiency. 
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Anne Sokolov Executive Director Office of Representative  
New Democrat Coalition

As Executive Director of the 
New Democrat Coalition, Ms. 
Sokolov can offer insight into 

the diverse perspectives on 
energy policy of the 

constituents represented by 
New Democrat Coalition 

Members.

Hannah Spengler Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Don Davis

As Chief of Staff to the Vice 
Ranking Member of the House 

Armed Services Committee, 
Ms. Spengler can provide 

insight on the impact artificial 
intelligence has on U.S. 

military readiness. 

Joanne Stiles Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Joseph Morelle

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Administration 
Committee, Ms. Stiles can 

speak to how advanced 
technologies will impact the 
modernization of Congress. 

Heather Swift Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Ryan Zinke

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the House Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee on the Middle 

East, North Africa, and Central 
Asia, Ms. Swift can speak to 

the unique opportunies of 
emerging markets in Northern 

Africa. 
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Deena Tauster Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Andrew Garbarino

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House  Financial 

Services Subcommittee on 
Housing and Insurance, Ms. 

Tauster can discuss the unique 
impact that insurance 

companies have on housing 
markets.

Allison Teixeira Sulier Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Sharice Davids

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the House Committee on 

Agriculture, Ms. Teixeira 
Sulier can speak to the impact 

that the USMCA trade 
agreement has had on the U.S. 

agriculture industry.

Jeremy Tittle Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Salud Carbajal

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the House Committee on 

Armed Services, Mr. Tittle can 
provide insight on the impact 

that invement in emerging 
markets has on resources 

available to the U.S. military. 

Lauren Toy Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Susie Lee

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Natural 

Resources Committee, Ms. Toy 
can provide insight on the 
advancements in energy 

technology and the impact that 
government regulation has on 

innovation in the energy 
industry.
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Ted Verrill Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Julia Letlow

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Committee on 

Education and Workforce, Mr. 
Verrill can speak to how 
artificial intelligence will 

impact education opportunities 
in the U.S. from Pre-K to 

college students.

Rachel Wagley Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Blake Moore

As Chief of Staff of a Member 
on the House Ways and Means 
Subcommittee on Trade, Ms. 
Wagley can directly discuss 

how the USMCA Trade 
Agreement has affected the 

cost of goods and services in 
the U.S.

Blakely Wall Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Janelle Bynum

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
of the House Financial Services 
Subcommittee on Housing and 
Insurance, Ms. Wall can speak 
to the impact large financial 

institutions have on the housing 
market. 

Rebecca Walldorff Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Lucy McBath

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Education and the 

Workforce Subcommittee on 
Health, Employment, Labor, 
and Pensions, Ms. Walldorff 
can discuss how government 

regulation is affecting 
healthcare workers.
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Chris Walsh Chief of Staff Office of Representative Pat 
Ryan

As a Chief of Staff to a 
Member on the House Armed 

Services Committee, Mr. 
Walsh can discuss the impact 

strong communication between 
the Executive and Legislative 
branches has on supporting U.
S. Armed Service members.

Yebbie Watkins Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
James Clyburn

As Chief of Staff to the 
Ranking Member on the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Transportation, Housing, 

and Urban Development, Mr. 
Watkins can speak to the 
unique challenges urban 

markets face when developing 
housing.

Shane Wolfe Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Kristen McDonald Rivet

As Chief of Staff to a Member 
on the House Committee on 
Agriculture, Mr. Wolfe can 

discuss how the USMCA Trade 
Agreement has impacted the 

agriculture industry as it relates 
to crop export markets. 

Andrew Wright Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Dan Goldman

As Chief of Staff to a member 
of the House Committee on 

Homeland Security, Mr. Wright 
can weigh in on the 

advancements in cybersecurity 
and the importance of 

strenghtening the security of 
America's healthcare industry.

Noah Yantis Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Dan Newhouse

As Chief of Staff of a Member 
on the House Agriculture 

Committee, Mr. Yantis can 
offer insight on the impact that 
artificial intelligence has had 
on farmers' efficiency and the 

larger agriculture industry. 
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12. Sponsor’s interest in the subject matter and role in organizing the trip: 

Center Forward’s 2026 Spring Issues Conference is being convened to bring together pragmatic policy influencers from 
various industries, organizations, and the public sector. Center Forward’s organizational mission is to provide centrists the 
information they need to craft common-sense solutions and provide support in turning those ideas into results. Center 
Forward brings together Members of Congress, not-for profits, academic experts, trade associations, corporations, and 
unions to find common ground. 

Center Forward is the sole organizer of the trip. Center Forward is planning the Conference and is responsible for the 
organization and execution of the event logistics as well as the programming content. Discussion topics will include: the 
way that U.S. foreign policy impacts investment in global emerging markets; the future of energy policy and the 
government's role in promoting sustainable practices; the role industry and government can play in developing and 
regulating AI and emerging technologies; the 2026 USCMA renegotiations and the factors that will influence the 
government's approach to dealmaking; legislative opportunities for the federal government to make housing more 
affordable; healthcare security and preparing for future pandemics and biological attacks; and the importance of finding 
ways to put aside partisan differences and work together to solve America's challenges. Participants are expected to 
include policymakers and advocacy groups as well as business leaders, academic researchers, and a member of the press. 



 

 
2026 Center Forward Spring Issues Conference 

The Salamander, Middleburg, VA 
Friday, March 27th – Sunday, March 29th, 2026 

 
 

Friday, March 27th, 2026 

 

Recommended Attire: Casual 

2:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 

Shuttle departs from Capitol South Metro station en route to the 
Salamander 
 
Capitol South Metro Station 
355 First Street SE 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
 
Conference Registration – Hamilton Room, the Salamander  
 
Note: If you arrive after registration is closed, please join us at Lost 
Barrel Brewing. Registration will reopen from 8:00 am - 9:00 am on 
Saturday. 
 
Shuttle arrives at the Salamander 
 
The Salamander 
500 N Pendleton Street 
Middleburg, VA 20117 

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm Conference Welcome Reception 
 
Lost Barrel Brewing 
36138 John Mosby Highway 
Middleburg, VA 20117 
 
Conference attendees are welcomed with a reception and BBQ buffet 
dinner. A shuttle will run continuously from 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
between the Salamander and Lost Barrel Brewing. 

 
 

2026 Issues Conference Agenda — Page 1 



 

6:30 pm - 7:30 pm Welcome Remarks and Conference Review – Building Consensus in 
a Polarized Congress 
 
Center Forward Executive Leadership team will welcome participants 
and include a review of the coverage and outcomes of bipartisan 
legislation from the first session of the 119th Congress. This address 
will highlight areas of opportunity for consensus in 2026, including 
legislation related to energy, financial services, healthcare, 
innovation, trade, and more. Q&A included. 
  

-​ Ava Bowman Thomas, Senior Program Manager, Center 
Forward 

-​ Jen Daulby, Center Forward Advisory Board of Directors 
-​ Nicole Vasilaros, Center Forward Advisory Board of Directors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2026 Issues Conference Agenda — Page 2 



 

Saturday, March 28th, 2026 

 

Conference Program 
All sessions take place in the Middleburg Ballroom unless otherwise specified 

 
Recommended Attire: Casual 

8:00 am - 9:00 am 
 
8:00 am - 9:00 am 

Conference Registration – Hamilton Room 
 
Breakfast Buffet – Bluemont Room 

9:00 am - 9:15 am Welcome Remarks and Introduction 
 

-​ Cori Kramer, Chief Executive Officer, Center Forward 

9:15 am - 9:45 am Opening Conversation – Understanding the Policy Preferences of 
Young Americans 
 
Kristen Soltis Anderson, founder of Echelon Insights, joins us to 
unpack the attitudes, motivations, and behaviors shaping millennial 
and Gen Z policy preferences. This conversation will explore the 
issues that young constituents care about, their perceptions of 
Congress, and how young constituents prefer to engage with their 
representatives. Named one of the 30 People Under 30 who are 
changing the world by Time Magazine, Anderson’s work has been 
featured in Politico and HuffPost. 
 

-​ Kristen Soltis Anderson, Founder, Echelon Insights 

9:45 am - 10:30 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Panel Discussion – The Influence of U.S Foreign Policy on Emerging 
Markets 
 
Panelists with extensive experience advising U.S. businesses investing 
abroad will discuss how U.S. foreign policy shapes corporate 
investment decisions in emerging markets. The conversation will 
explore opportunities and risks across African, South American, and 
South Asian markets, with a focus on how complex geopolitical 
dynamics influence where and how companies choose to invest.  
 

-​ Dana Banks, Senior Advisor, U.S.-Africa Business Center, 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

-​ Gabrielle Trebat, Senior Managing Director, Brazil & Southern 
Cone, McLarty Associates 

-​ Katie Vlietstra Wonnenberg, Center Forward Advisory Board 
of Directors (moderator) 

 
 

2026 Issues Conference Agenda — Page 3 



 

 
10:30 am - 10:45 am 
 
10:45 am - 12:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 pm - 12:30 pm 
 
12:30 pm - 1:30 pm 

 
Break 
 
Breakout Sessions – Balancing Competing Legislative Priorities 
 
Conference participants will work in small groups through facilitated 
dialogues to review competing legislative priorities and find bipartisan 
agreement on key issues before the 119th Congress. In five separate 
breakouts, participants will work together and weigh the public policy 
impact of legislative decisions made by Congress. Facilitated by 
special guests: 
 

-​ Artificial Intelligence Breakout: Austin Carson, Founder & 
CEO, SeedAI 

-​ Energy & Sustainability breakout: Riley Kilburg, Executive 
Director, Center Forward 

-​ Health Security breakout: Steve Morrison, Director of the 
Global Health Policy Center, Center for Strategic and 
International Studies 

-​ Housing breakout: Dennis Shea, Executive Vice President, 
Bipartisan Policy Center  

-​ USMCA breakout: Nasim Fussell, Vice President for Trade, 
Business Roundtable 

 
Break and Lunch Buffet – Middleburg Foyer 
 
Lunch Discussion – Building Bridges Between the Hill and 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
 
Marc Short, former Director of Legislative Affairs for President 
Donald Trump, and Louisa Terrell, former Director of Legislative 
Affairs for President Joe Biden, join us for a fireside chat on how 
Congress can build stronger, more effective relationships with the 
White House. Drawing from their time working directly with both the 
legislative and executive branches, Short and Terrell will share lessons 
on how to foster constructive communication. Attendees will gain 
practical advice on navigating working with the executive branch to 
achieve tangible policy outcomes. 
 

-​ Marc Short, Former White House Director of Legislative 
Affairs for President Donald Trump 

-​ Louisa Terrell, Former White House Director of Legislative 
Affairs for President Joe Biden 
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1:30 pm - 2:15 pm Panel Discussion – Governance Through the Lens of U.S. History 
 
This discussion will place today’s contemporary policy challenges 
within the broader context of U.S. history, providing valuable insights 
into the ongoing evolution of American governance. 
 

-​ Dr. Doris Kearns Goodwin (invited)  

2:15 pm - 2:30 pm 
 
 
 
2:30 pm - 4:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Panel Closing Remarks​
 

-​ Riley Kilburg, Executive Director, Center Forward 
 
Policy Roundtable Discussions – The Library 
 
Perspectives from House offices on legislative progress made in 2025 
and opportunities for collaboration in 2026.  
 
Break 
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Recommended Attire: Business Casual 

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Reception – Middleburg Foyer 
 
Conference attendees will have the opportunity to reflect on their 
experiences and discuss where they agreed and disagreed. These 
conversations will conclude with how conference attendees can 
utilize the new information learned and ideas generated upon 
returning to Capitol Hill. 

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm - 8:45 pm 

Dinner – Middleburg Ballroom 
 
The 120th: The Legislative Implications of an Ever-Changing 
Congress 
 
Amy Walter delivers a keynote address to conference attendees on the 
legislative implications of an ever-changing Congress. As the 
policymaking environment becomes increasingly constrained and 
closely balanced, she will examine the challenges and opportunities 
for bipartisan cooperation, drawing on her widely respected, 
data-driven analysis. 
 

-​ Amy Walter, Publisher & Editor-in-Chief, The Cook Political 
Report 

 
Conference Closing Remarks 
 
Cori Kramer shares her key takeaways from the 2026 Spring Issues 
Conference and discusses the importance of continued bipartisan 
collaboration to promote a healthy and productive Congress. 
 

-​ Cori Kramer, Chief Executive Officer, Center Forward 
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Conference Closing Reception and Dinner 



 

Sunday, March 29, 2026                              

 
 
Recommended Attire: Casual 
 

8:00 am - 10:00 am 
 
9:00 am 
 
 
10:15 am 
 
 
 
 
 
11:00 am 
 

Breakfast Buffet – Middleburg Ballroom 
 
Shuttle departs the Salamander en route to the Capitol South Metro 
station 
 
Shuttle arrives at the Capitol South Metro station 
 
Capitol South Metro Station 
355 First Street SE 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
 
Salamander Checkout 
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March 24, 2026 

 
Mr. Matthew McMurray 
Office of the Honorable Robin L. Kelly 
2329 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. McMurray: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your and your spouse's proposed trip to Middleburg, Virginia, scheduled for March 27 to 29, 
2026, sponsored by Center Forward.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $525 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

               
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 
MG/MD:nl 
 
  

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Ranking Member 

 
Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 

Ashley Hinson, Iowa 
Nathaniel Moran, Texas 

Brad Knott, North Carolina 
 

Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 
Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
Sylvia R. Garcia, Texas 

Suhas Subramanyam, Virginia 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
 

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Jordan Downs 

Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 

https://Ethics.House.gov 
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