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Congressional Staff Delegation Trip to Plant Vogtle 
Tuesday, March 10, 2026 – Wednesday, March 11, 2026 

 

Tuesday, March 10, 2026 
 

 

5:14 pm – 6:56 pm  AA Flight 5095 Departs DCA and Arrives at CAE, Columbia, SC 

Transfer to Bus 

 
7:15 pm – 7:30 pm Arrive hotel Hampton Inn Downtown Columbia 

822 Gervais Street, Columbia, South Carolina, 29201 
 

8:00 pm – 10:00 pm Dinner at Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse, Columbia Center, 924-A-
Senate Street Hilton, 924 Senate St, Columbia, SC 29201 
(Inside the Hilton Hotel) 
Joel Leopard, Plant Vogtle Communications Coordinator, will 
present an overview of Plant Vogtle, Units 1,2,3,4. 
 
 

Wednesday, March 11, 2026 
 
7:00am – 8:00am                          

 
 
Breakfast included at hotel. 
 

8:00 am – 10:00 am Transfer to Plant Vogtle, 7821 River Rd, Waynesboro, GA 
Video Presentation: “US Nuclear Power Project: Plant Vogtle – 
Units 3&4”.  

  

10:00 am - 11:00 am 
 
 
11:00am – 12:00 pm 

Welcome, overview and safety presentation at visitor’s 
center with Eric Loehlein, Vogtle 3&4 Plant Manager. 
 
 
Lunch Presentation:  
Eric Loehlein, Vogtle 3&4 Plant Manager, will provide a briefing 
on differences between the AP1000 – Vogtle Units 3&4 – Gen 
III+ reactors vs. conventional pressured water reactors as well 
as an overview of the construction of the new units and the 
efficiencies gained from the construction of Unit 3 to Unit 4. 
Eric will also discuss the advanced passive safety features of 
the AP1000 as well as the Flex Dome components.  
 

12:00 pm - 12:15 pm        Process through Security, walk by office buildings / 

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/caedthx-hampton-columbia-downtown-historic-district/
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maintenance shops toward generating facilities. 
 

12:15 pm - 1:30 pm               See spent fuel canisters, visit Vogtle 1&2 turbines. Vogtle 
1&2, which began operation in 1987 and 1989 respectively, 
were state of the art at the time and represent the standard 
design for turbines until Vogtle 3&4.  Together these units can 
generate enough energy to reliably power more than 500,000 
Georgia homes and businesses simultaneously.  It is helpful to 
understand the previous technology to appreciate the huge 
advancements made in development of the new turbines 3&4.  
Mike McCracken, Communications Coordinator - Plant Vogtle, 
and Joel Leopard, Communications Coordinator - Plant Vogtle. 

 
1:30 pm – 1:45pm         

 
Walk by office buildings / maintenance shops toward 
generating facilities. 
 

1:45 pm – 2:30 pm          Tour Vogtle Unit 3, visit Vogtle control room and Unit 3 
turbine. 
 
Vogtle 3 is a Westinghouse AP1000 is Gen III+. It is extremely 
different than the turbines used in the existing fleet, and 
Vogtle is the only place in the U.S. where they can see one. 
Plant Vogtle will soon be the largest nuclear generation site in 
America, surpassing Pinnacle West’s, Palo Verde, site. 
Additionally, Georgia Power and Westinghouse are working 
with Poland on their effort to build 3 AP1000s. Nuclear power 
generation and energy self-sufficiency in Europe is key to 
global stability and security. Mike McCracken, Communications 
Coordinator, Plant Vogtle, and Joel Leopard, Communications 
Coordinator, Plant Vogtle. 
 

2:30 pm – 2:45 pm          Process out through Security and return to Bldg 301 
 

2:45 pm - 3:00 pm            Debrief and Q&A: Opportunity for participants to ask 
questions about any aspect of the tour/plant. Mike McCracken, 
Communications Coordinator, Plant Vogtle, and Joel Leopard, 
Communications Coordinator, Plant Vogtle. 
 

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Bus departs for CAE airport (two-hour drive) 

7:26 pm - 9:14 pm AA Flight 5095 departs Columbia, SC and arrives DCA  
 

 



First Name Last Name Job Title Company

xx Lydia Angel Senior Policy Advisor Rep. Steny Hoyer

xx Sam Dunford LA Rep Miller-Meeks

xx Eric Grey Vice President, Government RelationsEEI

xx Ryan Keating Director, Federal Governmental RelationsDuke Energy

Christopher Kerber Federal Policy Specialist ITC Holdings Corp.

xx David Maestas Legislative Director Rep. Dan Newhouse

xx Andrew Malcolm Vice President, Federal Government AffairsConstellation Energy

xx Andrew Neil Senior Director NEI

xx LeeAnn Petersen ED FNS

xx Ben Portis Director, Federal Governmental RelationsEntergy

xx Thomas Rigali Senior Legislative Assistant Rep. Pat Harrigan (NC-10)

xx Mike Riith Senior Director, Government AffairsSouthern Company

xx Ruth Seim Senior Federal Affairs Specialist Alliant Energy

xx J.R. Walker III Senior Advisor Congressman H. Morgan Griffith

xx Katelyn Williams Senior Director, Political & External AffairsEEI

Ricardo Bernal Director, Federal Governmental RelationsWestinghouse
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