


S Original Amendment

This form must be completed by an officer of any organization that served as the primary trip sponsor in providing travel expenses or
reimbursement for travel expenses to House Members, officers, or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. A completed copy of the 
form must be provided to each House Member, officer, or employee who participated n the trip within 10 days of their return. 
You must answer all questions, and check all boxes, on this form for your submission to comply with House Rules 

Travel Regulations. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in the denial of future requests to sponsor trips 
and/or subject the current traveler to disciplinary action or a requirement to repay the trip expenses.

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

1. Sponsor(s) who paid or provided in-kind support for the trip:

2. Travel Destination(s):

3. Date of Departure: Date of Return:

4. Name(s) of Traveler(s):
Note: You may list more than one traveler on a form only if all information is identical for each person listed.

5. Actual amount of expenses paid on behalf of, or reimbursed to, each individual named in Question 4:

Total Transportation
Expenses

Total Lodging
Expenses

Total Meal
Expenses

Total Other Expenses
(dollar amount per item 
and description)

Traveler

Accompanying
Family Member

6. All expenses connected to the trip were for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump sum payment.
Signify statement is true by checking box.

I certify that the information contained in this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature: Date:

Name: Title:

Organization: 

I am an officer of the above-named organization. Signify statement is true by checking box.

Address:

Telephone: Email:

Committee staff may contact the above-named individual if additional information is required.

If you have questions regarding your completion of this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103.

last updated 7/2023
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National Academies Climate Crossroads Congressional Fellowship: 

March 2026 Weekend Seminar – House Ethics Primary Trip Sponsor Form Addendum 

Question 4 – House Employee Invite List: 

• Jaqlyn Alderete - Senior Legislative Assistant, Representative Jan Schakowsky 
• Shinnola Alexander - Policy Advisor, Representative Sara Jacobs 
• Alexander Blanton - Legislative Assistant, Representative Valerie Foushee 
• Kesten Bozinovic - Legislative Assistant, Representative Julia Brownley 
• Allie Cavanagh - Policy Advisor, Representative Sarah Elfreth 
• Dylan Cheek - Legislative Assistant, Representative Bobby Scott 
• Shelby Davis-Prettiman - Energy and Environment Policy Advisor, Democratic Whip 

Katherine Clark 
• Gabriel Harrison - Legislative Assistant, Representative George Whitesides 
• Sarah Houle - Operations/Legislative Aide, Representative Jennifer McClellan 
• Rachel Jones - Legislative Operations Manager, House Committee on Natural Resources 
• Carlos Medina - Executive Assistant, House Committee on Science, Space & Technology 
• Erin Melody - Legislative Assistant, Representative Betty McCollum 
• Amy Myers - Legislative Assistant, Representative Nellie Pou 
• Kyle Pierre - Legislative Assistant, Representative Cleo Fields 
• Emma Roehrig - Staff Assistant, House Committee on Energy and Commerce 
• Jasleen Vig - Legislative Assistant, Representative Ilhan Omar 
• Keaton Whittaker - Legislative Assistant, Representative Jill Tokuda 
• Carline Wood – Research Analyst, House Energy and Commerce Committee 
• Alessandra Young - Legislative Aide, Representative Greg Stanton 

 
Each individual listed above has been invited to the weekend seminar because of their work on 
climate-related issues that will be discussed during the trip. In addition, each person is a Climate 
Crossroads Congressional Fellow with the National Academies. Climate Crossroads Congressional 
Fellows participate in the program as part of their official duty to (1) build their capacity for science 
informed policy making, (2) engage in dialogue with peers, and (3) enhance access to leading 
developments in science, engineering, and medicine. 

Question 12 – Sponsor Interest and Role: 

The National Academy of Sciences (NAS), a private tax-exempt corporation, provides independent, 
objective advice to inform policy with evidence, spark progress and innovation, and confront 
challenging issues for the benefit of society. The NAS includes under its charter the National 
Academy of Engineering and the National Academy of Medicine (collectively referred to as the 
National Academies). The Climate Crossroads Congressional Fellowship provides current 
Congressional staff with a solid grounding in the science, engineering, and health dimensions of 
climate change, as well as opportunities to build connections with colleagues from diverse policy 
backgrounds. The program leverages National Academies' reports, activities, staff, and expert 
networks and focuses on capacity building, professional development, and networking 
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opportunities for program participants during a crucial window as the world confronts a changing 
climate.  

The weekend seminar is planned as a key component of a series of training events fellows engage 
with over the course of their fellowships. The trip will enable fellows to engage in sustained learning 
on topics related to science, engineering, and medicine, including climate change, as well as the 
opportunity to connect information gained in the classroom to communities and projects on the 
ground. It will also facilitate additional dialogue amongst Congressional fellows, NAS staff, and 
expert volunteer instructors.  

NAS staff are managing all logistics related to the weekend seminar (i.e., transportation, lodging, 
meals, etc.) and are developing the scientific, engineering, and medical material to be covered as 
well as the delivery format (i.e., short lectures, Q&A sessions, small group discussions, field visits, 
etc.). 
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Climate Crossroads Congressional Fellowship – March 2026 Weekend Seminar Invitee List 

The following individuals have been invited to participate in the March 2026 Climate Crossroads 
Congressional Fellowship weekend seminar in various capacities. 

Climate Crossroads Congressional Fellows 

Each individual listed below has been invited to the weekend seminar due to their status as a fellow 
to support their participation in fellowship activities. 

Fellow Name Office Affiliation Title 
Jaqlyn Alderete Representative Jan 

Schakowsky 
Senior Legislative Assistant 

Shinnola Alexander Representative Sara Jacobs Policy Advisor 
Tiffany Arthur Congressional Budget Office Agricultural Economist 

Alexander Blanton Representative Valerie 
Foushee 

Legislative Assistant 

Kesten Bozinovic Representative Julia Brownley Legislative Assistant 
Mark Braza Congressional Research 

Service 
Research Manager 

Allie Cavanagh Representative Sarah Elfreth Policy Advisor 
Dylan Cheek Representative Bobby Scott Legislative Assistant 

Ruthie Cohen Senator Brian Schatz Legislative Correspondent 
Thomas Culver Senator Patty Murray 

(formally, Representative Seth 
Magaziner) 

Legislative Assistant 

Shelby Davis-Prettiman Democratic Whip Katherine 
Clark 

Energy & Environment Policy 
Advisor 

Melanie Ezrin Senator Tammy Baldwin Legislative Aide 
Erica Handloff Senate Environment and 

Public Works Committee  
Communications Director 

Gabriel Harrison Representative George 
Whitesides 

Legislative Assistant 

Sarah Houle Representative Jennifer 
McClellan 

Operations/Legislative Aide 

Rafeed Hussain Previously with Senator 
Richard Blumenthal (final day 

– January 30, 2026) 

Previously a Knauss Ocean 
Policy Fellow (final day – 

January 30, 2026) 
Robin Hwang Senator Jeanne Shaheen Legislative Correspondent 
Rachel Jones House Committee on Natural 

Resources 
Legislative Operations 

Manager 
Siena Joy Senator Dan Sullivan Assistant Policy Advisor 

Kathryn Kynett Congressional Research 
Service 

Policy Analyst 
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Carlos Medina House Committee on Science, 
Space & Technology 

Executive Assistant 

Erin Melody Representative Betty 
McCollum 

Legislative Assistant 

Amy Myers Representative Nelli Pou Legislative Assistant 
Caroline Nielsen Congressional Budget Office Assistant Analyst 

Kyle Pierre Representative Cleo Fields Legislative Assistant 
Ricky Keith C Powell Graves Senator Angela Alsobrooks Regional Coordinator 

Emma Roehrig House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce 

Staff Assistant 

Marisa Sanchez Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources 

Research Assistant 

Jasleen Vig Representative Ilhan Omar Legislative Assistant 
Hanganh Vo Senator Elizabeth Warren Legislative Correspondent 

Charlotte Ward Senator Chuck Schumer Legislative Assistant 
Isabella Weston Senator Peter Welch Legislative Correspondent 

Keaton Whittaker Representative Jill Tokuda Legislative Assistant 
Caroline Wood House Energy and Commerce 

Committee 
Research Analyst 

Alessandra Young Representative Greg Stanton Legislative Aide 
 
National Academies Staff 

The individuals listed below are National Academies staff invited to attend the Weekend Seminar as 
they work directly on the fellowship and the programming for the Weekend Seminar. 

Name Title Role 
Ryan Gallasch Congressional Affairs Officer Fellowship Director 
Nikita Uberoi Program Coordinator Learning Modules and Field 

Visits Lead 
Julie Eubank Deputy Executive Director, 

Office of Congressional and 
Government Affairs 

Fellowship Leadership & 
Oversight 

Amanda Purcell Associate Director, Climate 
Crossroads 

Logistics Secondary Lead 

Tucker Nelson Congressional Affairs Officer Fellow Point of Contact 
Lauren Kalinosky Program Assistant Logistics Lead 

Kelly Oskvig Senior Program Officer, Center 
for Health, People, and Places 

“Oceans” Content Lead 

Daniel Burger Program Director, Gulf 
Research Program 

“Coastal Resilience” Content 
Lead 
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External Subject Matter Experts  

The individuals listed below are external volunteers invited to participate in the Weekend Seminar 
to deliver learning module, showcase, and site visit content based on their subject matter 
expertise. Their knowledge and experience will supplement that of National Academies staff 
members.  

Site Visit: Ohio Creek Watershed Project 

Name Title Affiliation 
Kyle Spencer Chief Resilience Officer Norfolk Resilience Department 
Matt Simons Deputy Director Norfolk Resilience Department 

 
Learning Module and Working Dinner: Coastal Resilience 

Name Title Affiliation 
Molly Mitchell Assistant Professor Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
Dan Halloway Hydrogeologist Hampton Roads Sanitation District 

– Sustainable Water Initiative for 
Tomorrow 

Angela Schedel Coastal Programs Director HDR 
Tracy Quirk Associate Professor Louisiana State University 

 
Site Visit: Ryan Resilience Lab 

Name Title Affiliation 
Lacy Shirey Executive Director Elizabeth River Project 

Luísa Black Ellis Director of Resilience & Community 
Engagement 

Elizabeth River Project 

Pam Northam Education and Public Relations 
Associate 

Elizabeth River Project 

 
Learning Module: Planning and Infrastructure 

Name Title Affiliation 
Carlos Martin Vice President for Research and 

Policy Engagement 
Resources for the Future 

Phoebe Murrell Director of Restoration Elizabeth River Project 
W. Bryce Corlett Senior Coastal Engineer VHB Inc. 

Jessica Whitehead Executive Director Institute for Coastal Adaptation 
and Resilience at Old Dominion 

University 
Miyuki Hino Assistant Professor University of North Carolina 
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Working Dinner and Regional Resilience Networking Showcase 

Name Title Affiliation 
Christy Everett Hampton Roads Director Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

Jay Bernas CEO/General Manager Hampton Roads Sanitation 
District – Sustainable Water 

Initiative for Tomorrow 
Katie Stanley Communications & Operations 

Manager 
Rise Resilience 

Greg Grootendorst Deputy Executive Director Hampton Roads Planning District 
Commission 

Derek Aday Director Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
 
Learning Module: Oceans 

Name Title Affiliation 
Emanuelle Di 

Lorenzo 
Professor Brown University 

Kiho Kim Professor Washington College 
Corey Garza Professor University of Washington 

Romany Webb Deputy Director Sabin Center for Climate Change 
Law at Columbia Law School 

Adam Subhas Associate Scientist Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution 
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Climate Crossroads Congressional Fellowship: 

Weekend Seminar 

Itinerary 

Day 1 - Friday, March 6th: Travel 

 
9:00 AM –
12:30 PM 

 
Transportation from Washington, DC to Norfolk, VA (Slover Library) – 9:00 AM 
Departure Time 
CCX Congressional Fellows and National Academies CCX Program Staff will depart 
from the National Academies Keck Center by bus at 9:00 AM 

Locations: 

• Keck Center, 500 5th St NW, Washington, DC 20001 

• Slover Library, 235 E Plume St, Norfolk, VA 23510 

12:30 PM – 
1:40 PM 

Working Lunch and Project Overviews (Matt Simons and Bryan Pennington) 
CCX Congressional Fellows will be served lunch while Matt Simons (Deputy Director, 
Norfolk Resilience Department) and Bryan Pennington (Director of Government 
Relations, Norfolk Office of Intergovernmental Relations) present an overview of their 
offices, mission, and work (including an overview of both the completed Ohio Creek 
Watershed Project and the in-progress Norfolk Coastal Storm Risk Management 
Project). 

Attendees: 

• Presenter: Matt Simons (Deputy Director, Norfolk Resilience Department) & 

Bryan Pennington (Director of Government Relations, Norfolk Office of 

Intergovernmental Relations) 

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM)  

Location: Slover Library, 235 E Plume St, Norfolk, VA 23510 

1:40 PM – 
2:00 PM 

Transportation from the Slover Library to the Ohio Creek Watershed Project 
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2:00 PM – 
3:30 PM 

Site Visit: Ohio Creek Watershed Project 

2:00 PM – 
3:30 PM 

 Tour of Ohio Creek Watershed Project (Matt Simons) 
Walking tour with Q&A stops at the fishing pier, Ohio Creek pump station, levee 
walking trail, living shoreline, and other nature-based project features. 

3:30 PM  Depart 
Board motorcoach and travel to the Norfolk Hilton The Main. 

 Attendees: 

• Presenter: Matt Simons (Deputy Director, Norfolk Resilience Department) 

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Ohio Creek Watershed Project, 2971 Kimball Loop, Norfolk, VA 23504 

3:30 PM – 
4:00 PM 

Transportation to hotel 
Location: Norfolk Hilton The Main, 100 E Main St, Norfolk, VA 23510 

4:00 PM – 
6:00 PM 

Hotel Check-in – 4:00 PM Approximate Arrival Time 
Fellows will receive a key upon arrival and can check in at a later time. 

6:00 PM – 
8:30 PM 

Working Dinner and Learning Module: Coastal Impacts 
 

6:00 PM – 
6:30 PM 

 Activity: Dinner Discussion (Moderated by Ryan Gallasch) 
Buffet dinner will be available. Prompts and questions will be provided to the 
group to facilitate discussion during the meal. 

6:30 PM – 
6:50 PM 

 Lecture: Sea Level Rise (Molly Mitchell) 
This lecture will provide an overview of how climate change is driving sea level 
rise and projected impacts on coastal communities. 

6:50 PM – 
7:15 PM 

 Lecture: Land Subsidence (Dan Holloway) 
This lecture will provide an overview of groundwater reuse and storage, and 
innovative solutions to address land subsidence in the Hampton-Roads area. 

7:15 PM – 
7:20 PM 

 Break 

7:20 PM – 
7:40 PM 

 Lecture: Wetlands (Tracy Quirk) 
This lecture will describe the role of wetlands in coastal resilience and how 
climate change is impacting these ecosystems. 

7:40 PM – 
8:00 PM 

 Lecture: Flooding in Coastal Communities (Angela Schedel) 
This lecture will cover how coastal communities face multiple sources of 
flooding, how climate change exacerbates these risks, and how coastal 
communities are responding. 

mailto:climatecrossroads@nas.edu


 
 

 

500 Fifth Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001 

Phone 202.334.2000  
climatecrossroads@nas.edu | www.nationalacademies.org 

Page 3 of 8 
 
 

8:00 PM – 
8:30 PM 

 Activity: Table Discussions (Moderated by Ryan Gallasch) 
Facilitated table-level discussion on coastal impacts topics. 

8:30 PM  Adjourn 

 Attendees: 

• Presenters: Molly Mitchell (Assistant Professor, Virgina Institute of Marine 

Science), Dan Holloway (Hydrogeologist, Hampton Roads Sanitation District – 

Sustainable Water Initiative for Tomorrow), Tracy Quirk (Associate Professor, 

Louisiana State University), & Angela Schedel (Coastal Programs Director, 

HDR) 

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Momentum Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 
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Day 2 - Saturday, March 7th 

 
8:00 AM –
9:00 AM 

 
Working Breakfast and Daily Overview 
CCX Congressional Fellows will be served breakfast while NASEM staff present an 

itinerary of the day and basic background information relevant to the site visit (Ryan 

Resilience Lab).  

Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

Attendees: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Momentum Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 

9:00 AM – 
9:25 AM 

Transportation to the Ryan Resilience Lab 
 

9:25 AM – 
11:30 AM 

Site Visit: Elizabeth River Project’s Ryan Resilience Lab 
Location: Ryan Resilience Lab, 4610 Colley Ave, Norfolk, VA 23508 

9:25 AM – 
9:30 AM 

 Arrival and Check-in 

9:30 AM – 
9:45 AM 

 Presentation: Elizabeth River Project Ryan Resilience Lab Overview (Pam 
Northam) 
Fellows will receive an overview of the Elizabeth River Project and their work to 
restore the health of the Elizabeth River through restoration programs, 
research, and community education initiatives.  

9:45 AM – 
11:00 AM 

 Activity: Ryan Resilience Lab Walking Tour (Victoria Dunch, Phoebe Murrell, 
and Pam Northam) 
Stops on the tour will highlight cutting edge green building practices and 
systems such as floating docks, green roofs, solar arrays, and rainwater capture 
projects. 

11:00 AM – 
11:30 AM 

 Activity: Q&A and Group Discussion (Moderated by Ryan Gallasch) 

11:30 AM  Depart 

 Attendees: 

• Presenters: Victoria Dunch (Resilience Research Manager, Elizabeth River 

Project), Phoebe Murrell (Director of Restoration & River Star Homes Manager, 

Elizabeth River Project), & Pam Northam (Education and Public Relations 

Associate, Elizabeth River Project)  

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 
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• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Ryan Resilience Lab, 4610 Colley Ave, Norfolk, VA 23508 

11:30 AM – 
11:45 AM 

Transportation to Norfolk Hilton The Main 

11:45 AM – 
1:00 PM 

Lunch and Site Visit Debrief 

CCX Congressional Fellows will have the opportunity to reflect on the Ryan Resilience 

Lab site visit and explore cross-cutting themes from the two site visits of the weekend. 

Prompts and questions will be provided to the group to facilitate discussion during the 

meal. 

Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

Attendees: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Momentum Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 

1:00 PM – 
1:30 PM 

Scheduled Break 
 
 

1:30 PM – 
4:30 PM 

Learning Module: Planning, Infrastructure, and Coastal Resilience 
 

1:30 PM – 
1:50 PM 

 Activity: Opening Panel (Moderated by Ryan Gallasch) 
Invited experts will share their perspectives on how to define resilience and 
engaging with community members around resilience and adaptation. 

1:50 PM – 
2:05 PM 

 Lecture: Housing Infrastructure (Carlos Martin) 
This lecture will provide an overview of housing infrastructure in coastal 
communities and climate impacts on the built environment.  

2:15 PM – 
2:40 PM 

 Lecture: Adaptation in Coastal Communities (Jessica Whitehead) 
This lecture will provide insights into key climate issues facing coastal 
communities and strategies for adaptation and mitigation. 

2:40 PM – 
2:45 PM 

 Break 

2:45 PM – 
3:10 PM 

 Lecture: Coastal Engineering (W. Bryce Corlett) 
This lecture will highlight how engineers and other practitioners are adapting to 
and preparing for the impacts of climate change on infrastructure.  

3:10 PM – 
3:40 PM 

 Lecture: Land-use and Community Driven Relocation (Miyuki Hino) 
This lecture will cover land-use change, community driven relocation, and 
associated social and economic challenges.  

mailto:climatecrossroads@nas.edu


 
 

 

500 Fifth Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001 

Phone 202.334.2000  
climatecrossroads@nas.edu | www.nationalacademies.org 

Page 6 of 8 
 
 

3:40 PM –
4:05 PM 

 Lecture: Green Infrastructure (Phoebe Murrell)  
This lecture will review different types of green infrastructure that contribute to 
climate resilience.  

4:05 PM – 
4:30 PM 

 Activity: Table Discussions (Moderated by Ryan Gallasch) 
Facilitated table-level discussion on planning, infrastructure, and coastal 
resilience topics. 

4:30 PM  Adjourn 

 Attendees: 

• Presenters: Carlos Martin (Vice President for Research and Policy 

Engagement, Resources for the Future), Phoebe Murrell (Director of 

Restoration, Elizabeth River Project), W. Bryce Corlett (Senior Coastal 

Engineer, VHB Inc.), Jessica Whitehead (Executive Director, Institute for 

Coastal Adaptation and Resilience at Old Dominion University), & Miyuki Hino 

(Assistant Professor, University of North Carolina) 

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Momentum Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 

4:30 PM – 
6:30 PM 

Scheduled Break 

6:30 PM – 
8:00 PM 

Working Dinner and Regional Resilience Networking Showcase  
Dinner will be made available for CCX Congressional Fellows, invited experts, and 
participants of the Regional Resilience Networking Showcase. The showcase will 
feature local organizations at the forefront of resilience efforts. Fellows will have the 
opportunity to connect with organizational representatives, listen to short presentations, 
and learn more about resilience initiatives in the area. 
Attendees: 

• Presenters: Chris Moore (Virginia Executive Director, Chesapeake Bay 

Foundation), Michael Hess (Deputy Program Manager/Senior Project Manager 

for Design and Construction, Hampton Roads Sanitation District – Sustainable 

Water Initiative for Tomorrow), Paul Robinson (Executive Director, Rise 

Resilience), & Skip Stiles (Founder and Senior Advisor, Wetlands Watch) 

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM), 

Invited Experts from the weekend’s three Learning Modules  

Location: Exchange Space – Norfolk Hilton The Main 
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Day 3 - Sunday, March 8th: Travel 

 
8:30 AM –
9:00 AM 

 
Working Breakfast and Daily Overview  
CCX Congressional Fellows will be served breakfast while National Academies staff 

present an itinerary for the day and travel logistics information for returning to 

Washington DC.  

Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

Attendees: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Momentum Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 

9:00 AM – 
11:30 AM 

Learning Module: Oceans 
 

9:00 AM – 
9:30 AM 

 Lecture: Oceans (Emanuelle Di Lorenzo) 
This lecture will cover impacts of climate change on oceans, including warming 
waters, acidification, and deoxygenation as well as the role of oceans in climate 
solutions. 

9:30 AM – 
9:50 AM 

 Lecture: Fisheries (Corey Garza) 
This lecture will explore the impacts of climate on ocean and estuary fisheries, 
and how practitioners are utilizing a range of management strategies.  

9:50 AM – 
10:20 AM 

 Lectures: Ocean CDR (Romany Webb and Adam Subhas) 
A pair of lectures will review the technical dimensions of ocean-based carbon 
dioxide removal (CDR), how CDR can help mitigate climate change, and 
regulatory challenges related to scaling CDR. 

10:20 AM – 
10:30 AM 

 Break 

10:30 AM – 
11:30 AM 

 Activity: Table Discussions (Moderated by Ryan Gallasch) 
Facilitated table-level discussion on topics related to climate impacts on oceans. 

11:30 AM  Adjourn 

 Attendees: 

• Presenters: Emanuelle Di Lorenzo (Professor, Brown University), Corey Garza 

(Professor, University of Washington), Romany Webb (Deputy Director, Sabin 

Center for Climate Change Law at Columbia Law School), & Adam Subhas 

(Associate Scientist, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution) 

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 
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Location: Momentum Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 

11:30 AM – 
12:30 PM 

Lunch and Weekend Debrief 

CCX Congressional Fellows will have the opportunity to discuss cross-cutting themes 

from the weekend’s learning modules and site visits. Prompts will be provided to 

facilitate discussion during the meal. National Academies staff will provide closing 

remarks.  

Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

Attendees: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Energy Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 

12:30 PM – 
4:15 PM 
 

Transportation back to Washington, DC – 12:30 PM Departure Time 
CCX Congressional Fellows and CCX Program Staff will be dropped off at the National 
Academies Keck Center at approximately 4:00 PM  
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Climate Crossroads Congressional Fellowship: 

Weekend Seminar 

Itinerary 

Day 1 - Friday, March 6th: Travel 

 
9:00 AM –
12:30 PM 

 
Transportation from Washington, DC to Norfolk, VA (Ohio Creek Watershed 
Project) – 9:00 AM Departure Time 
CCX Congressional Fellows and National Academies CCX Program Staff will depart 
from the National Academies Keck Center by bus at 9:00 AM 

Locations: 

• Keck Center, 500 5th St NW, Washington, DC 20001 

• Ohio Creek Watershed Project, 2971 Kimball Loop, Norfolk, VA 23504 

12:30 PM – 
1:30 PM 

Working Lunch and Project Overview (Kyle Spencer and Matt Simons) 
CCX Congressional Fellows will be served lunch while staff from the City of Norfolk 
facilitate introductions and present an overview of their office, mission, and work. 

Attendees: 

• Presenters: Kyle Spencer (Chief Resilience Officer, Norfolk Resilience 

Department) & Matt Simons (Deputy Director, Norfolk Resilience Department) 

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM)  

Location: Ohio Creek Watershed Project, 2971 Kimball Loop, Norfolk, VA 23504 

1:30 PM – 
3:30 PM 

Site Visit: Ohio Creek Watershed Project 

1:30 PM – 
3:00 PM 

 Tour of Ohio Creek Watershed Project (Kyle Spencer and Matt Simons) 
Walking tour with Q&A stops at the fishing pier, Ohio Creek pump station, levee 
walking trail, living shoreline, and other nature-based project features. 

3:00 PM – 
3:30 PM 

 Overview of the Norfolk Coastal Storm Risk Management (NCSRM) Project 
(Matt Simons) 
Overview of the NCSRM project and Q&A. 

3:30 PM  Depart 
Board motorcoach and travel to the Norfolk Hilton The Main. 
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 Attendees: 

• Presenters: Kyle Spencer (Chief Resilience Officer, Norfolk Resilience 

Department) & Matt Simons (Deputy Director, Norfolk Resilience Department) 

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Ohio Creek Watershed Project, 2971 Kimball Loop, Norfolk, VA 23504 

3:30 PM – 
4:00 PM 

Transportation to hotel 
Location: Norfolk Hilton The Main, 100 E Main St, Norfolk, VA 23510 

4:00 PM – 
6:00 PM 

Hotel Check-in – 4:00 PM Approximate Arrival Time 
Fellows will receive a key upon arrival and can check in at a later time. 

6:00 PM – 
8:30 PM 

Working Dinner and Learning Module: Coastal Resilience 
 

6:00 PM – 
6:30 PM 

 Activity: Dinner Discussion (Moderated by Ryan Gallasch) 
Buffet dinner will be available. Prompts and questions will be provided to the 
group to facilitate discussion during the meal. 

6:30 PM – 
6:50 PM 

 Lecture: Sea Level Rise (Molly Mitchell) 
This lecture will provide an overview of how climate change is driving sea level 
rise and projected impacts on coastal communities. 

6:50 PM – 
7:10 PM 

 Lecture: Land Subsidence (Dan Holloway) 
This lecture will provide an overview of groundwater reuse and storage, and 
innovative solutions to address land subsidence in the Hampton-Roads area. 

7:10 PM – 
7:20 PM 

 Break 

7:20 PM – 
7:40 PM 

 Lecture: Wetlands (Tracy Quirk) 
This lecture will describe the role of wetlands in coastal resilience and how 
climate change is impacting these ecosystems. 

7:40 PM – 
8:00 PM 

 Lecture: Flooding in Coastal Communities (Angela Schedel) 
This lecture will cover how coastal communities face multiple sources of 
flooding, how climate change exacerbates these risks, and how coastal 
communities are responding. 

8:00 PM – 
8:30 PM 

 Activity: Table Discussions (Moderated by Ryan Gallasch) 
Facilitated table-level discussion on select coastal resilience topics. 

8:30 PM  Adjourn 

 Attendees: 

• Presenters: Molly Mitchell (Assistant Professor, Virgina Institute of Marine 

Science), Dan Holloway (Hydrogeologist, Hampton Roads Sanitation District – 
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Sustainable Water Initiative for Tomorrow), Tracy Quirk (Associate Professor, 

Louisiana State University), & Angela Schedel (Coastal Programs Director, 

HDR) 

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Momentum Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 
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Day 2 - Saturday, March 7th 

 
8:00 AM –
9:00 AM 

 
Working Breakfast and Daily Overview 
CCX Congressional Fellows will be served breakfast while NASEM staff present an 

itinerary of the day and basic background information relevant to the site visit (Ryan 

Resilience Lab).  

Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

Attendees: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Momentum Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 

9:00 AM – 
9:30 AM 

Transportation to the Ryan Resilience Lab 
 

9:30 AM – 
11:30 AM 

Site Visit: Elizabeth River Project’s Ryan Resilience Lab 
Location: Ryan Resilience Lab, 4610 Colley Ave, Norfolk, VA 23508 

9:30 AM – 
9:40 AM 

 Arrival and Check-in 

9:40 AM – 
10:00 AM 

 Presentation: Elizabeth River Project Ryan Resilience Lab Overview (Lacy 
Shirey) 
Fellows will receive an overview of the Elizabeth River Project and their work to 
restore the health of the Elizabeth River through restoration programs, 
research, and community education initiatives.  

10:00 AM – 
11:00 AM 

 Activity: Ryan Resilience Lab Walking Tour (Lacy Shirey, Luísa Black Ellis, and 
Pam Northam) 
Stops on the tour will highlight cutting edge green building practices and 
systems such as floating docks, green roofs, solar arrays, and rainwater capture 
projects. 

11:00 AM – 
11:30 AM 

 Activity: Q&A and Group Discussion (Moderated by Ryan Gallasch) 

11:30 AM  Depart 

 Attendees: 

• Presenters: Lacy Shirey (Executive Director, Elizabeth River Project), Luísa 

Black Ellis (Director of Resilience & Community Engagement, Elizabeth River 

Project), & Pam Northam (Education and Public Relations Associate, Elizabeth 

River Project)  

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 
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• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Ryan Resilience Lab, 4610 Colley Ave, Norfolk, VA 23508 

11:30 AM – 
12:00 PM 

Transportation to Norfolk Hilton The Main 

12:00 PM – 
1:00 PM 

Lunch and Site Visit Debrief 

CCX Congressional Fellows will have the opportunity to reflect on the Ryan Resilience 

Lab site visit and explore cross-cutting themes from the two site visits of the weekend. 

Prompts and questions will be provided to the group to facilitate discussion during the 

meal. 

Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

Attendees: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Momentum Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 

1:00 PM – 
1:30 PM 

Scheduled Break 
 
 

1:30 PM – 
4:30 PM 

Learning Module: Planning and Infrastructure 
 

1:30 PM – 
1:45 PM 

 Activity: Opening Discussion (Moderated by Ryan Gallasch) 
Prompts and questions will be provided to the group to facilitate discussion on 
planning and infrastructure 

1:45 PM – 
2:05 PM 

 Lecture: Housing Infrastructure (Carlos Martin) 
This lecture will provide an overview of housing infrastructure in coastal 
communities and climate impacts on the built environment.  

2:05 PM – 
2:25 PM 

 Lecture: Adaptation in Coastal Communities (Jessica Whitehead) 
This lecture will provide insights into key climate issues facing coastal 
communities and strategies for adaptation and mitigation. 

2:25 PM – 
2:35 PM 

 Break 

2:35 PM – 
2:55 PM 

 Lecture: Green Infrastructure (Phoebe Murrell) 
This lecture will review different types of green infrastructure that contribute to 
climate resilience.  

2:55 PM – 
3:15 PM 

 Lecture: Coastal Engineering (W. Bryce Corlett) 
This lecture will highlight how engineers and other practitioners are adapting to 
and preparing for the impacts of climate change on infrastructure.  
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3:15 PM – 
3:35 PM 

 Lecture: Community Driven Relocation and Land-Use (Miyuki Hino)  
This lecture will introduce the concept of community driven relocation and the 
associated social and economic challenges. 

3:35 PM – 
4:30 PM 

 Activity: Table Discussions (Moderated by Ryan Gallasch) 
Facilitated table-level discussion on select planning and infrastructure topics. 

4:30 PM  Adjourn 

 Attendees: 

• Presenters: Carlos Martin (Vice President for Research and Policy 

Engagement, Resources for the Future), Phoebe Murrell (Director of 

Restoration, Elizabeth River Project), W. Bryce Corlett (Senior Coastal 

Engineer, VHB Inc.), Jessica Whitehead (Executive Director, Institute for 

Coastal Adaptation and Resilience at Old Dominion University), & Miyuki Hino 

(Assistant Professor, University of North Carolina) 

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Momentum Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 

4:30 PM – 
6:30 PM 

Scheduled Break 

6:30 PM – 
8:00 PM 

Working Dinner and Regional Resilience Networking Showcase  
Dinner will be made available for CCX Congressional Fellows, invited experts, and 
participants of the Regional Resilience Networking Showcase. 
  
The showcase will feature local organizations at the forefront of resilience efforts. 
Fellows will have the opportunity to connect with organizational representatives, listen 
to short presentations, and learn more about resilience initiatives in the Virginia Beach-
Chesapeake-Norfolk area. 

Attendees: 

• Presenters: Christy Everett (Hampton Roads Director, Chesapeake Bay 

Foundation), Jay Bernas (CEO/General Manager, Hampton Roads Sanitation 

District – Sustainable Water Initiative for Tomorrow), Katie Stanley 

(Communications & Operations Manager, Rise Resilience), Greg Grootendorst, 

(Deputy Executive Director, Hampton Roads Planning District Commission) & 

Derek Aday (Director, Virginia Institute of Marine Science) 

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 
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• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM), 

Invited Experts and Instructors from Learning Module: Planning and 

Infrastructure 

Location: Exchange Space – Norfolk Hilton The Main 
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Day 3 - Sunday, March 8th: Travel 

 
8:30 AM –
9:00 AM 

 
Working Breakfast and Daily Overview  
CCX Congressional Fellows will be served breakfast while National Academies staff 

present an itinerary for the day and travel logistics information for returning to 

Washington DC.  

Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

Attendees: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Momentum Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 

9:00 AM – 
11:30 AM 

Learning Module: Oceans 
 

9:00 AM – 
9:30 AM 

 Lecture: Oceans (Emanuelle Di Lorenzo) 
This lecture will cover impacts of climate change on oceans, including warming 
waters, acidification, and deoxygenation as well as the role of oceans in climate 
solutions. 

9:30 AM – 
9:55 AM 

 Lecture: Coral Reefs (Kiho Kim) 
This lecture will review the importance of coral reef ecosystems, vulnerabilities 
due to climate change, and ways to support coral reef conservation. 

9:55 AM – 
10:20 AM 

 Lecture: Fisheries (Corey Garza) 
This lecture will explore the impacts of climate on ocean and estuary fisheries, 
and how practitioners are utilizing a range of management strategies.  

10:20 AM – 
10:30 AM 

 Break 

10:30 AM – 
11:00 AM 

 Lectures: Ocean CDR (Romany Webb and Adam Subhas) 
A pair of lectures will review the technical dimensions of ocean-based carbon 
dioxide removal (CDR), how CDR can help mitigate climate change, and 
regulatory challenges related to scaling CDR. 

11:00 AM – 
11:30 AM 

 Panel: Future of Oceans (Moderated by Ryan Gallasch) 
Invited experts and fellows will participate in a panel discussion, with a focus on 
the interdisciplinary connections of the previous topics. 

11:30 AM  Adjourn 

 Attendees: 

• Presenters: Emanuelle Di Lorenzo (Professor, Brown University), Kiho Kim 

(Professor, Washington College), Corey Garza (Professor, University of 

Washington), Romany Webb (Deputy Director, Sabin Center for Climate 
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Change Law at Columbia Law School), & Adam Subhas (Associate Scientist, 

Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution) 

• Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

• Participants: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Momentum Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 

11:30 AM – 
12:30 PM 

Lunch and Weekend Debrief 

CCX Congressional Fellows will have the opportunity to discuss cross-cutting themes 

from the weekend’s learning modules and site visits. Prompts will be provided to 

facilitate discussion during the meal. National Academies staff will provide closing 

remarks.  

Moderator: Ryan Gallasch (Congressional Affairs Officer, NASEM) 

Attendees: CCX Congressional Fellows, Fellowship Program Staff (NASEM) 

Location: Energy Room – Norfolk Hilton The Main 

12:30 PM – 
4:00 PM 
 

Transportation back to Washington, DC – 12:30 PM Departure Time 
CCX Congressional Fellows and CCX Program Staff will be dropped off at the National 
Academies Keck Center at approximately 4:00 PM  
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March 3, 2026 

 
Ms. Sarah Houle 
Office of the Honorable Jennifer L. McClellan 
1628 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Ms. Houle: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Norfolk, Virginia, scheduled for March 6 to 8, 2026, sponsored by National 
Academy of Sciences.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $525 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                 
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 
MG/MD:rp 
 
  

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Ranking Member 

 
Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 

Ashley Hinson, Iowa 
Nathaniel Moran, Texas 

Brad Knott, North Carolina 
 

Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 
Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
Sylvia R. Garcia, Texas 

Suhas Subramanyam, Virginia 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
 

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Jordan Downs 

Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 

https://Ethics.House.gov 
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Tuesday, February 3, 2026 at 11:19:52Tuesday, February 3, 2026 at 11:19:52Tuesday, February 3, 2026 at 11:19:52Tuesday, February 3, 2026 at 11:19:52    AM Eastern Standard TimeAM Eastern Standard TimeAM Eastern Standard TimeAM Eastern Standard Time

Subject:Subject:Subject:Subject: FW: Climate Crossroads Congressional Fellowship – Weekend Seminar Invitation
Date:Date:Date:Date: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 at 11:19:42 AM Eastern Standard Time
From:From:From:From: Houle, Sarah
Attachments:Attachments:Attachments:Attachments: House - Primary Trip Sponsor Form_Signed (1).pdf, March 2026 Weekend Seminar - House Ethics

Addendum.pdf, March 2026 Weekend Seminar Invitee List.pdf, Climate Crossroads Weekend Seminar
Itinerary March 6-8.pdf

From: From: From: From: climatecrossroads <climatecrossroads@nas.edu>
Date: Date: Date: Date: Wednesday, January 21, 2026 at 5:44 PM
To: To: To: To: Houle, Sarah <Sarah.Houle@mail.house.gov>
Cc: Cc: Cc: Cc: Gallasch, Ryan <RGallasch@nas.edu>, climatecrossroads
<climatecrossroads@nas.edu>
Subject: Subject: Subject: Subject: Climate Crossroads Congressional Fellowship – Weekend Seminar Invitation

Dear Sarah, 

On behalf of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine, we’re pleased to invite you to the Climate Crossroads Congressional
Fellowship Weekend Seminar in Norfolk, Virginia from March 6th – 8th, 2026. The weekend
seminar will be the keystone experience of the fellowship, and we look forward
to facilitating an enriching and rewarding weekend for you and your cohort of fellows.
Please let us know by January 26th if you anticipate not being able to join the Weekend
Seminar.

The Climate Crossroads Congressional Fellowship has been established to provide current
Congressional stac with a solid grounding in the science, engineering, and health
dimensions of climate change, as well as opportunities to engage in dialogue with
colleagues from a range of policy backgrounds. The weekend seminar is a
key component of a series of fellowship activities, and over the course of the three-
day seminar fellows will have the opportunity to learn about climate-related
topics from National Academies stac, invited experts, and
local organizations. The seminar is funded by the National Academies and includes costs
for transportation, meals, and accommodations. Meals and accommodations will comply
with federal per diem rates.  

Weekend Seminar Itinerary Weekend Seminar Itinerary Weekend Seminar Itinerary Weekend Seminar Itinerary  

Activities will include “classroom” sessions on coastal resilience, planning
and infrastructure, and oceans. The sessions will be complemented by field visits to
the City of Norfolk’s Ocice of Resilience Ohio Creek Watershed Project and Elizabeth River
Project’s Ryan Resilience Lab.  

mailto:climatecrossroads@nas.edu
mailto:Sarah.Houle@mail.house.gov
mailto:RGallasch@nas.edu
mailto:climatecrossroads@nas.edu
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A detailed tentative itinerary is attached for additional information (also available on the
Fellowship DropBox). 

Transportation & AccommodationsTransportation & AccommodationsTransportation & AccommodationsTransportation & Accommodations 

Please review the logistics below and contact Ryan Gallasch (rgallasch@nas.edu) if you
have any questions or concerns.  

Bus pick-up: 9:00am on March 6th - Keck Center (500 Fifth St. NW, Washington DC 20001) 
Bus drop-oc: Approximately 4:00pm on March 8th - Keck Center (500 Fifth St. NW,
Washington DC 20001) 

Lodging – Hilton Norfolk The Main 
100 E Main St, Norfolk, VA 23510 
 
Ethics Approval InformationEthics Approval InformationEthics Approval InformationEthics Approval Information 
Fellows are responsible for ensuring that their participation is in alignment with applicable
ethics rules for their specific position and must seek ethics approval to participate as
necessary. House, Senate, and CBO fellows must submit documentation for ethics
approval no later than Wednesday, February 4th no later than Wednesday, February 4th no later than Wednesday, February 4th no later than Wednesday, February 4th to facilitate their participation in the
weekend seminar. 

Attached please find a completed Primary Trip Sponsor form and addendum, seminar
itinerary, and seminar invitee list (this information is also available on the
Fellowship DropBox). Fellows will need to submit this documentation, their individual
invitation (this email should sucice), and a completed “traveler form” (available on the
House ethics website here) to House ethics for review. Additional information on House
travel ethics can be found here. 

Thank you for your anticipated participation and we look forward to a
rewarding seminar! Please feel free to reach out to us if there are any questions or
if additional information would be helpful. 

Best regards,
Ryan
____

Ryan Gallasch
Congressional Affairs Officer – Climate Crossroads Congressional Fellowship
Office of Congressional and Government Affairs
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
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