


COMMIHEE ON ©ETHICS
SPONSOR POST-TRAVEL DISCLOSURE FORM Sol'l8^ ^Amendment

This form must be completed by an officer of any organization that served as the primary trip sponsor in providing travel expenses or
reimbursement for travel expenses to House Members, officers, or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. A completed copy of the

form must be provided to each House Member, officer, or employee who participated in the trip within 10 ({ays of their return.
You must answer all questions, and check all boxes, on this form for your submission to comply with House Rules and the
Committee's Travel Regulations. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in the deiuai of future requests to sponsor trips
and/or subject the current traveler to disciplinary action or a requirement to repay the trip expenses.

NOTE; Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subjeel to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

1. Sponsors) who paid or provided in-kind support for the trip: Beck s Hybrids

2. Travel Destination(s): Westfie!d, IN and Atlanta, IN

3. Date of Departure: 8/20/2024 DateofReturn: 8/21/2024
4. Namefs'l ofTraveleris^: Madeleine Easley, Kyie Upton, Sara Hasselbring,Becca Salter, Matt Wells, Anna McCleaf, Hiroki Cook

Note: You may list more than one traveler on a form only if ati information is identical for each person listed.

5. Actual amount of expenses paid on behalf of, or reimbursed to, each individual named in Question 4:

Traveler

Accompanying
Family Member

Total Ti'itnsportatioa

Expenses

$443

N/A

Total Lodging
Expenses

$133

N/A

Total Meal
Expenses

$68

N/A

Total Other Expenses
(dollar amount per item
and description)

$37 ($27 room rental,
$10 print materials)

N/A

6. 11 All expenses connected to the trip were for actual costs incurred and notaper diem or lump sum payment.

Signify statenientis true by checking box.

I certify that the inform^tipu-eontained in this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Si£natu]fC7/^L^--C^ ^\j€^— _ Dpte: ^'^a/~^^26'
^

Name: Kala Jenkins Title; Government Affairs Advocate

Orgsmkation: Beck's Hybrids

I"l / am an officer of the above-named organizafiofi. Signify statement is true by checking ho.v.

Address: 6767 E 276th street- Atlanta, IN 46031

Telephone: 317-984-3508 Email: ^a^aJen^!ns^.ec^s^Y^rl^s\corT]

Committee staff may contact the above-nnmed iiK/ivnlnal if additional information is required.

If you have questions regarding your completion of this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103.

last updated 7/2023





















































 
 

House FINAL 

 
SEEDS OF INNOVATION: BRIDGING POLICY AND AGRICULTURE  

August 20, 2025 
Atlanta, IN  

 
7:34 A.M. | DEPART RONALD REAGAN AIRPORT 

• Departure Flight AA 4679 
 
9:24 A.M. | ARRIVE INDIANAPOLIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  
 
10:00 A.M. | DEPART INDIANAPOLIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT FOR BECK’S HYBRIDS FACILITY 

• 6767 E. 276TH ST Atlanta, IN 46062 
• Charter Bus Transportation 

 
11:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M. | ARRIVE AT BECK’S HYBRIDS FACILITY  
Research Building, Lobby 

• Sign in with sponsor 
• Break and networking time with congressional participants and Beck’s employees 
• Guests arriving by car: 

o Michael Myers 
o Bethany Shrock 
o Martin Shultz 

 
11:30 A.M. – 11:45 A.M. | WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
Research Building, 2ND Floor Conference Room  

• Opening remarks from the host and the Beck Family 
• Overview of the day’s agenda 

o Kala Jenkins, Government Affairs Advocate, Beck’s Hybrids 
o Scott Beck, President, Beck’s Hybrids 

 
11:45 A.M. – 12:15 P.M. | INTRODUCTION TO BECK’S 
Research Building, 2nd Floor 

• Presentation on the history of Beck’s Hybrids 
• Discussion on Beck’s impact on agriculture 

o Paul Compton, Facility Tour Lead and Sales Consultant, Beck’s Hybrids 
 
12:15 P.M. – 1:15 P.M. | LUNCH DISCUSSION: ECONOMICS OF FARMING 
Research Building, 2ND Floor Conference Room  

• Discussion of the economic challenges and opportunities in modern farming 
• Analysis of market trends and financial strategies for farmers 

o Tom Foreman, Director of Finance, Beck’s Hybrids 
o Adam Schultz, Credit Manager, Beck’s Hybrids 

 



 
 

House FINAL 

1:30 P.M. – 2:30 P.M. | SEED PRODUCTION 101 And Root Reveal™ 
Buggy Tour, Research Building Entrance 

• Detailed explanation of the seed production process 
• Insight into the importance of seed quality and genetic diversity 
• Importance of root health in crop production 
• Methods and findings from recent research 

o Kevin Colbert, Trait Operations Manager, Beck’s Hybrids 
o Tom Koch, Research Manager, Beck’s Hybrids 

 
2:45 P.M. – 3:30 P.M. | EQUIPMENT INNOVATION 
Innovation Demo Area, North Field 

• Presentation on the latest advancements in agricultural equipment 
• Demonstrations of new technologies and their applications 

o Brad Fruth, Director of Innovation, Beck’s Hybrids 
o Will Hirschfield, Innovation Project Manager, Beck’s Hybrids 
o Andrew Bate, CEO, SwarmFarm Robotics 
o Chad Yagow, Director of Digital Agronomy. Verdant Robotics, Inc. 

 
3:30 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. | AGRONOMY & PRACTICAL FARM RESEARCH (PFR)® 
Innovation Demo Area, North Field 

• Overview of Beck’s research initiatives 
• Introduction to Practical Farm Research (PFR)® programs 

o Jim Schwartz, Director of Research, Agronomy, & PFR, Beck’s Hybrids 
o Jason Gahimer, PFR Manager, Beck’s Hybrids 

Nitrogen Placement 
• Methods and findings from recent research 

Fungicide Application 
• Methods and findings from recent research 

Starter Fertilizer Systems Study 
• Methods and findings from recent research 

 
4:00 P.M. – 4:15 P.M. | BREAK 
 
4:15 P.M. – 4:45 P.M. | From Bulk to Buried: The Seed’s Journey to the Planter 
East Tower, Processing Floor 

• Follow the path of seed from drop-off to the dirt.  
• This session covers how we handle and prep seed before treatment, explore packaging 

options.  
• Discuss how growers manage seed and planter equipment for a smooth planting process. 

o Tyler Anderson, Processing Plant Lead, Beck’s Hybrids 
 

4:45 P.M. – 5:30 P.M. | THE POWER OF SEED TREATMENTS 
East Tower, 2nd Floor Conference Room 
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• Learn how comprehensive seed treatments can counteract lower market prices by
increasing yield potential

• Discover the benefits of biologicals, fungicides, and insecticides in establishing a strong
stand for a successful season

• Tour of our East Tower Seed Treatment Facility
o Jonell Myers, Seed Enhancements Lead, Beck’s Hybrids

5:30 P.M. | ADJOURN 
5:30 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. | TRANSPORTATION TO DINNER 

• White Willow: 2020 E. 256th St, Arcadia, IN 46030
• Charter Bus Transportation

6:00 P.M. – 9:30 P.M. | NETWORKING AND DINNER 
• Networking and discussion time over dinner

o Congressional participants
o Beck’s Employees

• GRAIN TO TABLE
o Presenter: Trek Murry, Quality Traits Manager, Beck’s Hybrids
o Examine the evolving relationship between growers, the agricultural supply chain,

and consumer packaged goods (CPG) companies
o Highlight gaps and opportunities in connecting on-farm practices to consumer and

market expectations
o Discuss what’s needed to strengthen alignment with premium and value-added

markets, including transparency and sustainability standards
o Offer insights on how policy and regulatory support can foster innovation,

traceability, and collaboration across the grain-to-consumer value chain
• GROWER PANEL

o Moderator: Kala Jenkins, Government Affairs Advocate, Beck’s Hybrids
o An interactive discussion featuring 4–5 growers from across the region,

representing a range of farm sizes and production systems
o Provides a unique opportunity for congressional and EPA staff to hear directly from

farmers about the challenges and opportunities they face at the farm gate
o Topics may include conservation practices, regulatory pressures, technology

adoption, market access, and environmental stewardship
o Designed to foster open dialogue and allow participants to ask candid questions

about how federal policy and agency decisions impact everyday farm operations

9:30 P.M. – 10:00 P.M. | TRANSPORTATION TO HOTEL 
• Springhill Suites: 19317 Westmore Ln, Westfield, IN 46074
• Charter Bus Transportation
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Atlanta Becknology™ Days 
August 21, 2025 

Atlanta, IN  
7:20 A.M. | MEET IN HOTEL LOBBY 

• Load onto bus  
• Breakfast on your own in the hotel lobby prior 

 
7:30 A.M. – 8:00 A.M. | TRANSPORTATION TO BECK’S HYBRIDS FACILITY  

• 6767 E 276TH ST. Atlanta, IN 46062 
• Charter Bus Transportation 

 
8:00 A.M. – 8:15 A.M. | REGISTRATION 
Main Registration Tent 

• 6767 E 276TH ST. Atlanta, IN 46062 
 
8:15 A.M. – 8:45 A.M. | UAV ADVANCED APPLICATIONS  
Drone Demo Area, East Tower Parking Lot 
Jim Love 
Light Robotics Manager, Beck’s Hybrids 

• Discover the planning process for UAV applications and their usage 
• Watch a demonstration of the initial stages of robotic field operations 
• See a fully autonomous lawn mower in action 
• Experience the future of drones today! 

 
9:00 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. | PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE    
Main Stage 
Scott Beck    Corey Beck   
President, Beck’s Hybrids  Business and Supply Strategist, Beck’s Hybrids 

• State of the Agriculture Industry 
• Beck’s vision into 2025 and beyond 
• Farm growth and operational success 

 

10:00 A.M. – 10:30 A.M. | BREAK AND TRANSIT TO NEXT SESSION 
• Guests will pick between the following two tours to split up 

 
10:30 A.M. – 11:30 A.M. | GREEN LIGHTNING  
Riding Tour Staging Tent, Main Parking Lot (Tour 5B) 
Brandon Somers   Travis Burnett 
PFR Location Lead, Beck’s Hybrids Agronomist, Beck’s Hybrids 

• Green Lightning- can you make your own nitrogen from water? 
• Anhydrous Ammonia vs Other Nitrogen Programs 
• Protecting Your Nitrogen 

o Sealers, Coated Urea 
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10:30 A.M. – 11:30 A.M. | FUNGICIDES   
Riding Tour Staging Tent, Main Parking Lot (Tour 2A) 
Luke Schulte     Christian Jones 
Field Agronomist, Beck’s Hybrids  PFR Technician, Beck’s Hybrids 

• Everything fungicides (drones, two-pass programs, additives and adjuvants) 
• Longest running tillage study in Indiana 

11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. | LUNCH DISCUSSION: COVER CROPS AND CARBON  
Main Office Patio 
Kent Gremel 
Special Projects Manager, Beck’s Hybrids  

o Understanding the Carbon markets today 
o Impacts of markets and premium programs today for growers around conservation 

practices 
 
12:30 P.M. – 1:30 P.M. | LEARNING NEVER ENDS   
Tent Talk 
Jim Schwartz     
Director of Research, Agronomy & PFR, Beck’s Hybrids 

• Latest insights with Root Reveal and Product Characterization Research  
• High Intensity Phenotyping System Updates 

 
1:30 P.M. – 2:00 P.M. | BREAK AND TRANSIT TO NEXT SESSION 
 
2:00 P.M. – 2:30 P.M. | CORNVERSATIONS: NAVIGATING THE MAIZE OF MYCOTOXINS  
Kala Jenkins 
Government Affairs Advocate, Beck’s Hybrids 

• Examine the growing risk posed by mycotoxins—naturally occurring fungal contaminants 
like aflatoxin and vomitoxin—that threaten food and feed safety, impact trade, and strain the 
corn supply chain 

• Hear from industry leaders, USDA researchers, and feed experts on mitigation strategies, 
research priorities, and how environmental conditions, handling practices, and detection 
tools factor into management 

• Learn how recent federal appropriations and public-private partnerships, such as the 
Mycotoxin Coalition, are helping coordinate response efforts—and why continued 
engagement from Congress and agencies is critical to long-term solutions 

 
 
2:30 P.M. | ADJOURN 

 
3:00 P.M. | DEPART BECK’S HYBRIDS TO INDIANAPOLIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

• Charter Bus Transportation for guests flying 
• Guests departing by car: 

o Michael Myers 
o Bethany Shrock 
o Martin Shultz 
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5:27 P.M. | DEPART INDIANAPOLIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

• Departure Flight AA 5530 
 
7:19 P.M  | ARRIVE RONALD REAGAN AIRPORT 



 

 

August 19, 2025 
 

Ms. Madeleine Easley 
Office of the Honorable André Carson 
2135 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Ms. Easley: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Atlanta, Indiana, scheduled for August 20 to 21, 2025, sponsored by Beck's 
Hybrids.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

               
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 
 

MG/MD:nl 
 
 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Ranking Member 

 
John H. Rutherford, Florida 

Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 
Ashley Hinson, Iowa 

Nathaniel Moran, Texas 
 

Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 
Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
Sylvia R. Garcia, Texas 

Suhas Subramanyam, Virginia 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
 

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Jordan Downs 

Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 

https://Ethics.House.gov 
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