
Congressman Andre Carson



S Original Amendment

This form must be completed by an officer of any organization that served as the primary trip sponsor in providing travel expenses or
reimbursement for travel expenses to House Members, officers, or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. A completed copy of the 
form must be provided to each House Member, officer, or employee who participated n the trip within 10 days of their return. 
You must answer all questions, and check all boxes, on this form for your submission to comply with House Rules 

Travel Regulations. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in the denial of future requests to sponsor trips 
and/or subject the current traveler to disciplinary action or a requirement to repay the trip expenses.

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

1. Sponsor(s) who paid or provided in-kind support for the trip:

2. Travel Destination(s):

3. Date of Departure: Date of Return:

4. Name(s) of Traveler(s):
Note: You may list more than one traveler on a form only if all information is identical for each person listed.

5. Actual amount of expenses paid on behalf of, or reimbursed to, each individual named in Question 4:

Total Transportation
Expenses

Total Lodging
Expenses

Total Meal
Expenses

Total Other Expenses
(dollar amount per item 
and description)

Traveler

Accompanying
Family Member

6. All expenses connected to the trip were for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump sum payment.
Signify statement is true by checking box.

I certify that the information contained in this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature: Date:

Name: Title:

Organization: 

I am an officer of the above-named organization. Signify statement is true by checking box.

Address:

Telephone: Email:

Committee staff may contact the above-named individual if additional information is required.

If you have questions regarding your completion of this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103.
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COMMITTEE ONO ETHICS 
TRAVELER FORM 

1. Name ofTraveler. Kevin Griffen
-----------------------------

2 Spomor(s) who will be paying or providing :iJl..kind support far the trip: Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation

3. CityandStateORForeignCounuyofTravel: New York City, New York
-----�-=------------------

4. a D� of�:6126/25 Date ofReturn 
b. Yes� .._. .. "fo 2( Will you be extending the trip at y�urpersonal expense?

Ifyes, list dates at personal expense: _______________________ _
5. a.Yes D No ii Will you be accompanied by a family member at the sponsors expense? H yes:

(I) Name of AccompanyingFamilyMember: __________________ _ 

{l) Rclationshipto Traveler: Cl Spouse [J Child C Other(specify): __________ _

(3) Yes D No□ Accompanying Family Member is at least 18 years of age? 

6. a. Yes[! No □ Didthetripsponsoranswer .. Yes"'toQuestion8(c)onthePrimaryT,-q,SponsorForm(i.e.,.tmve1
is sponsored by an entity that employs a registered federal lobbyist or a foreign agent)? 

b. If yes, and you are requesting lodging for two nights, explain why the second night is wammted:

7. Yes liNo D Primary Trq, Sponsor Form is attached, including agenda, invi1ation, invitee list, and any other 

attachment; and Additional Sponsor Forms.
NOTE: The agfflda should show 1he traveler's individual schedule. including departure and amval times and identify !he specific evmts in
which the travelerwill be participating.

8. Explain why participation in the trip is connected to the traveler's individual official or representational duties. Staff
sboaJd include their job title and how the activides on the itinerary rdate to their _dnties.
I am a Senior Po11cy Advisor and cover energy policy for Congressman Carson

where I cover renewable fuels.

This will help me lean more about the industry and inform the Congressman about renewable fuels. 

9. Yes□ No Ii Is the traveler aware of any registered federallobbyists or foreign agents involved in
planning, organizing, requesting, or arranging the trip?

10. For staff travelers, to be completed byyour employing Member:

ADVANCED AUTHORIZATION OF EMPLOYEE TRAVEL 

I hereby authorize the individual named above, an employee of the U.S. House of Representatives who works under my 
direct supervision, to accept expenses for the trip descn"bed in this request I have detennined. that the aboVl>-descri.bed 
travel is in connection with my employee1s official duties and that acceptance of these expenses will not create the 
-that the employoe Is Wlingpob�priwte J!lllll.

Signature ofEmployingMember: � Date: _5_/2_9_/_2 _5 ____ _ 

6/27/25





PRIMARY TRIP SPONSOR FORM
This form should be completed by private entities offering to provide travel or reimbursement for travel to House Members, officers, 
or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. A completed copy of the form (and any attachments) should be provided to each invited 
House Member, officer, or employee, who will then forward it to the Committee together with a Traveler Form at least 30 days before 
the start date of the trip. The trip sponsor should NOT submit the form directly to the Committee. The Committee website (ethics. 
house.gov) provides detailed instructions for filling out the form. The Committee will notify the House invitees directly of its
decision and will not notify the trip sponsors.

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1001. 
future trips. Signatures must comply with section 104(bb) of the Travel Regulations.

1. Sponsor who will be paying for the trip:

2. I represent that the trip will not be financed, in whole or in part, by a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent.
Signify that the statement is true by checking box.

3. Check only one. I representthat:
a. The primary trip sponsor has not accepted from any other source, funds intended directly or indirectly to

finance any aspect of the trip; OR
b. The trip is arranged without regard to congressional participation and the primary trip sponsor has accepted

funds only from entities that will receive a tangible benefit in exchange for those funds; OR
c. The primary trip sponsor has accepted funds, services, or in-kind assistance from other source(s) intended

directly or indirectly to finance all or part of this trip and has enclosed disclosure forms from each of those
entities.
If is checked, list the names of the additional sponsors:

4. Provide names and titles of ALL House Members and employees you are inviting. For each House invitee, provide
an explanation of why the individual was invited (include additional pages if necessary):

5. Yes No Is travel being offered to an accompanying family member of the House invitee(s)?

Date of Return: Date of Departure:

a. City of departure:

Destination(s):

City of return:

Check only one. I represent that

a. The sponsor of the trip is an institution of higher education within the meaning of section 101 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965; OR

b. The sponsor of the trip does not retain or employ a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent; OR
c. The sponsor employs or retains a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent, but the trip is for attendance

at a one-day event and lobbyist / foreign agent involvement in planning, organizing, requesting, or arranging
the trip was de minimis 
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9. Check only one of the following.
a. I checked 8(a) or(b) above; OR

b. I checked 8(c) above but am not offering any lodging; OR
c. I checked 8(c) above and am offering lodging and meals for one night; OR
d. I checked 8(c) above and am offering lodging and meals for two nights.  If you checked this box, explain why

the second night of lodging is warranted.

10. Attached is a detailed agenda of the activities House invitees will be participating in during the travel (i.e., an 
hourly description of planned activities for trip invitees). Indicate agenda is attached by checking box.

11. Check only one of the following.
a. I represent that a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent will not accompany House Members or

employees on any segment of the trip. Signify the statement is true by clicking the box; OR

b. Not Applicable.  Trip sponsor is a U.S. institution of higher education.

12. For each sponsor required to submit a sponsor form, describe the interest in the subject matter of 
the trip and its role in organizing and/or conducting the trip:

13. Answer parts a and b. Answer part c if necessary:

a. Mode of travel: Air Rail Bus Car Other (specify: )
b. Class of travel: Coach Business First Charter Other (specify: )
c. If travel will be first class, or by chartered or private aircraft, explain why such travel is warranted:

14. I represent that the expenditures related to local area travel during the trip will be unrelated to personal 

or recreational activities of the invitee(s). Signify that the statement is true by checking box.

15. Check only one. I represent that either:
a. The trip involves an event that is arranged or organized without regard to congressional participation 

and that meals provided to congressional participants are similar to those provided to or purchased by other
event attendees; OR

b. The trip involves events that are arranged specifically with regard to congressional
participation. If is checked:
1) Detail the cost per day of meals (approximate cost may be provided):

2) Provide the reason for selecting the location of the event or trip:

16. Name, nightly cost, and reasons for selecting each hotel or other lodging facility:

Hotel Name: _____________________________ City: _______________________ Cost Per Night: __________________

Reason(s) for Selecting:

Hotel Name: _____________________________ City: _______________________ Cost Per Night: __________________

Reason(s) for Selecting:

Hotel Name: _____________________________ City: _______________________ Cost Per Night: __________________

Reason(s) for Selecting:



17. I represent that all expenses connected to the trip will be for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump 
sum payment. Signify that the statement is true by checking the box.

18. TotalExpensesforeachParticipant:

Actual Amounts
Good Faith Estimates

Total Transportation
Expenses per Participant

Total Lodging Expenses
per Participant

Total Meal Expenses
per Participant

For each Member,
Officer, or Employee

For each Accompanying
Family Member

Other Expenses
(dollar amount per item) (e.g., taxi, parking, registration fee, etc.)

For each Member,
Officer, or Employee

For each Accompanying
Family Member

19. Checkonly one:
a. I certify that I am an officer of the organization listed below; OR

b. Not Applicable.  Trip sponsor is anindividual or a U.S. institution of higher education.  

20. I certify by my signature that 
a.
b. I am not a registered federal lobbyist or registered foreign agent; and
c. The information on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature: Date: 

Name: Title:  

Organization:  

Address: 

Email: Telephone:

If there are questions regarding this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103 or travel.requests@mail.house.gov.

































Attachment C
Sponsor Interest and Role 

 
Question 12. For each sponsor required to submit a sponsor form, describe the sponsor’s interest in the 
subject matter of the trip and its role in organizing and/or conducting the trip:
 
Each tour sponsor is directly involved in the production and/or distribution of biodiesel, renewable 
diesel, and/or sustainable aviation fuel or is involved in the production of biofuel feedstock. The tour 
provides participants with a better understanding of the environmental and economic impacts of 
biodiesel, renewable diesel, and sustainable aviation fuel and supports each sponsor’s efforts to create a 
positive legislative environment. Each of the sponsors listed here have made financial contributions to 
the tour and have been part of organizing and conducting the tour. 
 
1. Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation works closely with the Clean Fuels Alliance America to address 

issues affecting the nation -- cleaner air, greater economic development for rural communities, and 
enhanced national security through energy independence. Organized in 1994, the Foundation’s 
mission is to accomplish outreach, education, research, and demonstration activities for the 
advancement of biodiesel and its co-products to improve rural economic development, national 
security, air quality and the environment. The Foundation is the primary tour sponsor and has 
overall responsibility for planning, organizing, and implementing the tour. 

 
2. ADM (Archer Daniels Midland Company). Headquartered in Chicago, ADM is one of the world’s 

largest companies in the field of food technology. ADM is also a leading producer of transport 
biofuels, in particular bioethanol and biodiesel produced from vegetable oils in the EU, Brazil, 
Canada, and the U.S. The company has an ambitious goal of meeting the world’s energy needs with 
the help of biofuels. In June 2022, ADM broke ground, in partnership with Marathon Petroleum 
Corp., on North Dakota’s first dedicated soybean processing facility which will provide feedstock for 
75 million gallons per year of renewable diesel. The company also plans to produce aviation fuel. 
ADM contributed to tour planning and has been invited to attend the tour. 

 
3. Ag Processing, Inc (AGP) is a leading U.S. agribusiness with primary operations as a soybean 

processor/refiner producing and marketing soybean meal, refined soybean oil, and biodiesel. AGP’s 
commitment to the biodiesel industry dates back more than two decades with its pioneering efforts 
to develop a new market for soybean oil. The cooperative built the first commercial-scale U.S. soy 
biodiesel plant in 1996 in Sergeant Bluff, Iowa. AGP’s operations today consist of three biodiesel 
production plants (Algona and Sergeant Bluff, Iowa, and St. Joseph, Missouri) with a combined 
annual capacity of 175 million gallons. As a leading advocate for the establishment of industry 
quality standards, AGP continues to produce the highest quality biodiesel product available, 
receiving BQ-9000 certification of its biodiesel production. AGP has contributed to tour planning 
and will participate on the tour. 

 
4. Renewable Energy Group is a leading provider of cleaner, lower carbon intensity products and 

services. They are an international producer of biomass-based diesel, a developer of renewable 
chemicals and North America’s largest producer of advanced biofuel. REG utilizes an integrated 
procurement, distribution, and logistics network to convert natural fats, oils, greases, and sugars 
into lower carbon intensity products. With 14 active biorefineries, a feedstock processing facility, 
R&D capabilities, and a diverse and growing intellectual property portfolio, REG is committed to 
being a long-term leader in bio-based fuels and chemicals. REG is a subsidiary of Chevron. REG has 
contributed to planning the tour and has been invited to participate on the tour.  

 



5. Clean Fuels Alliance America. Representing biodiesel, renewable diesel, and sustainable aviation 
fuel, Clean Fuels Alliance America advances the interests of its members by supporting sustainable 
biodiesel, renewable diesel, and sustainable aviation fuel industry growth. Clean Fuels serves as the 
industry’s central coordinating entity for technical, environmental, and quality assurance programs 
and is the strongest voice for its advocacy, communications, and market development. Clean Fuels 
has assisted with coordinating the tour and will be presenting during the tour.  
 

6. Gevo is a leading renewable chemicals and advanced biofuels company dedicated to delivering low 
carbon sustainable fuels and chemicals. Focused on development and commercialization, Gevo is 
engaged in technology, process, and intellectual property development targeted to large-scale 
deployment of net-zero hydrocarbon fuels and chemicals. Gevo’s primary market focus, given the 
current demand and growing customer interest, is sustainable aviation fuel (SAF). Gevo has 
contributed to trip planning and will participate in the tour. 

 
7. Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) is a statewide organization that serves Indiana soybean farmers. ISA 

collaborates with the Indiana Corn Marketing Council and the Indiana Corn Growers Association to 
build markets, connections and resources for Indiana corn and soybean farmers through checkoff 
investments and advocating for agriculture legislation and policies. The organization conducts many 
activities to educate consumers and the public on soy issues. Activities include hosting or speaking 
at public events, making presentations to school or civic organizations, participating in public 
workshops, and advertising about the many benefits of corn-based products. Indiana Soybean 
Alliance contributed to tour planning and has been invited to participate on the tour. 

 
8. Innovative Ag Services. Innovative Ag Services Co. is a full-service farm cooperative, offering 

Innovative Ag Services provides 
value-added products and services to more than 5,000 members in the grain, agronomy, feed, 
energy and building supply markets. Their 30+ locations are conveniently located throughout 
northeast and central Iowa, and southwestern Wisconsin. Innovative Ag Services contributed to 
tour planning and has been invited to participate on the tour. 

 
9. Minnesota Soybean Processors is a 2,300 plus membership cooperative that owns and operates a 

soybean crush facility and 41 million gallon per year biodiesel operation in Brewster, Minnesota. 
Their goal is to provide a high-quality feed product for America’s producers and a high-quality 
renewable fuel source. Minnesota Soybean Processors has contributed to planning the tour and 
will participate on the tour. 

 
10. Western Iowa Energy, LLC manufactures, sells, and delivers up to forty-five million gallons of 

biodiesel annually from their facility in Wall Lake, IA. Western Iowa also owns the Agron terminaling 
facility in Watsonville, CA. The company is committed to production that makes sense both 
economically and environmentally for the state of Iowa and the nation. Western Iowa Energy has 
contributed to planning the tour and has been invited to accompany the tour group. 
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June 25, 2025 
 

Mr. Kevin Griffen 
Office of the Honorable André Carson 
2135 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Griffen: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to New York, New York, scheduled for June 26 to 27, 2025, sponsored by 
Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation (F/K/A National Biodiesel Foundation), ADM, Ag Processing, 
Inc., Renewable Energy Group Inc., Clean Fuels Alliance America, GEVO, Inc., Indiana 
Soybean Alliance, Innovative Ag Services, Minnesota Soybean Processors, and Western Iowa 
Energy, LLC.  We note that you will not be accepting return transportation from the sponsor.  
We remind you that, because the trip sponsor employs a federal lobbyist, you may participate in 
officially-connected activity on one calendar day only.       
 

Committee travel regulations require that you submit your complete pre-trip approval 
request to the Committee at least 30 days before the commencement of the trip or it will not be 
granted.  Despite your failure to do so in this instance, we are approving your current request.  
However, any future requests must adhere to the 30-day requirement or they will be denied. 
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
  

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Ranking Member 

 
John H. Rutherford, Florida 

Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 
Ashley Hinson, Iowa 

Nathaniel Moran, Texas 
 

Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 
Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
Sylvia R. Garcia, Texas 

Suhas Subramanyam, Virginia 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
 

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Jordan Downs 

Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 

https://Ethics.House.gov 



 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                 
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 
 

MG/MD:tn 
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