














______________________________________ 

              1  Please be aware that the Committee�s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department�s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov. 

May 27, 2025 
 

Ms. Elizabeth Larter 
Office of the Honorable Marilyn Strickland 
1724 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Ms. Larter: 

 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Japan,1 scheduled for June 7 to 14, 2025, sponsored by Former Members of 
Congress.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the �Travel� schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 

that House employees may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts 
�of minimal value [currently $480] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy� by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use.  
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If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee�s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 

Sincerely, 

         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   
Chairman                     Ranking Member 

MG/MD:nl 

































 
 
 
 
 
 

June 7 � 14, 2025 | Tokyo, Japan 
 

:   
The Okura Tokyo   
2-Chome 10-4 Toranomon   
Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0001  

 
Departure from US to Japan (Various Airports) 
 
6:22 AM CST Robbin Bass departs via DL1276 from DFW 
 
6:51 AM EST Mandy Remmel departs via UA1259 from BWI 
 
7:25 AM EST Dana Hanson departs via DL0384 from BOS 
 
7:35 AM EST Tosha Hart departs via DL1273 from GSP 
 
7:50 AM MST Ashley Wheeland departs via UA0670 from DEN 
 
8:31 AM PST John Holtkamp departs via UA5414 from RNO 
 
9:19 AM CST Wes Enos depart via UA0581 from DSM 
 
4:30 PM PST Liz Larter departs via UA 7929 from SEA 
 
5:45 PM CST Loren Harris departs via UA7911 from ORD 
 
 
 



  

 
 

 

 
Arrival to Japan from US (Various Airports) 
 
1:05 PM Robbin Bass Arrives via DL0121 to Haneda (HND)  
 
2:15 PM Dana Hanson Arrives via DL0167 to Haneda (HND)  
 
2:20 PM Tosha Hart Arrives via DL0295 to Haneda (HND)  
 
2:30 PM Wes Enos Arrives via UA0143; John Holtkamp and Mandy Remmel 

Arrive via UA0837 to Narita (NRT)  
 
7:00 PM Ashley Wheeland Arrives via UA7993; Liz Larter arrives via UA 7929 to 

Haneda (HND) 
 
9:15 PM Loren Harris Arrives via UA7911 to Haneda (HND)  
 
After Transfers to Hotel 
 
Evening Individual Dinner

 



  

 
 

 

 
 
Morning Individual Breakfast at Hotel 
 
9:00 AM � 10:15 AM  U.S. Embassy Country Team Briefing 

Briefing by select heads of sections such as Political, Economic, Commerce, Public 
Affairs, and Consular on the current state of bilateral relationship at the Embassy of 
the United States in Tokyo. 
 
U.S. Embassy, 1 Chome-10-5 Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-8420 

 
10:45 AM � 12:15 PM Powersharing in the Diet: The CDP in 2025 

Discussion with lawmakers from the CDP on lawmaking as the opposition party 
and it�s role in the current Diet. 
 
Venue to be confirmed 

 
12:30 PM � 2:00 PM Japan in an Hour 

Roundtable lunch discussion with prominent journalists based in Tokyo on current 
affairs and perceptions of the US in Japan, preparing participants for the subject 
matter of subsequent meetings conducted in the Study Tour. 
 
Venue to be confirmed 
 

2:00 PM � 5:30 PM Executive Time 
 
6:00 PM � 8:00 PM JUSFC and America�s Leadership in the US-Japan Alliance 

Dinner roundtable discussion with Paige Cottingham-Streater, Executive Director 
of the Japan-US Friendship Commission, on the Commission�s role in making the 
U.S. safer, stronger, and more prosperous through its partnership with Japan. 
 
Nobu Tokyo 
4 Chome 1 28 1F, Toranomon, Minato City, Tokyo 105-0001 

    



  

 
 

 

8:00 AM � 9:15 AM The Changing Workforce 
Roundtable breakfast discussion with senior business representatives across 
different industries and sectors on the workplace in 2025, current workforce 
challenges, and opportunities and change to expect in the future. 
 
The Etoile Room (41F), The Okura Hotel 

 
9:45 AM � 10:15 AM Meeting with Diet Member Rui Matsukawa 

Discussion with Diet member Rui Matsukawa on her experience in the House of 
Councillors, Japan�s upper house in the Diet, and what to expect in the upcoming 
Upper House elections. 
 
2-2-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8981 

 
10:30 AM � 11:00 AM Meeting with Diet Member Karen Makishima 

Discussion with Diet member Karen Makishima on her experiences as a Diet 
Member, her participation in the Japan-US Parliamentary Association, how the US 
Japan relationship makes both Japan and the U.S. more prosperous. 
 
2-2-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8981 

 
11:15 AM � 12:30 PM Diet Tour 

Tour of the Japanese Diet and discussion of the role of the Diet in Japan and how it 
compares to the US Congress, as well as exchange between the two institutions.  
 
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0014 

 
1:00 PM � 2:15 PM Ishiba and the Current Political Climate in Japan 
 Lunch discussion with an expert on the Japanese political environment, the effects 

of last year�s Lower House elections and spring�s Upper House Elections, and 
implications for the future of the US-Japan relationship 

 
 Venue to be confirmed 
 
2:45 PM � 4:15 PM Transpacific Exchange with Students 

Discussion with University leadership on international education, exchange between 
the US and Japan, and Keio University�s role in higher education. Followed by 
breakout room-style conversations with students from Keio University. Participants 
will field questions about Congress, U.S. domestic issues, and the U.S.�s role in the 
Indo-Pacific, as well as hear the students� unfiltered perspective on issues of society, 
security, and politics 
 
Keio University Mita Campus 
2 Chome-15-45 Mita, Minato-ku Minato City, Tokyo 108-0073, Japan 

6:00 PM � 8:00 PM Informal Dinner



  

 
 

 

 
8:00 AM � 9:15 AM  U.S.-Japan Business Roundtable 

Breakfast roundtable discussion with representatives of CSGJ�s Business Advisory 
Council members on topics including supply chain, tariffs, and the investment 
environment for Japanese companies doing business in the U.S, as well as how 
foreign direct investment by Japanese companies contributes to the U.S. economy. 
 
The Etoile Room (41F), The Okura Tokyo 

 
10:00 AM � 11:30 AM NEC Future Creation Hub 

Discussion with NEC leadership on the growing role of artificial intelligence, how 
the Internet of Things (IoT) is an increasing part of our daily lives, and discussion of 
NEC�s projects and developments in the United States, followed by a tour of the 
NEC Future Creation Hub. 
 
5 Chome-7-1 Shiba, Minato City, Tokyo 108-0014 

 
12:00 PM � 1:30 PM Japan�s Neighbor: China, the U.S., and Indopacific Security 

Lunch roundtable discussion with experts on Indopacific Security on China�s 
influence in the region and Japan�s perspective on regional defense and cooperation 
as a result, and how U.S. cooperation with Japan strengthens both nations� security 
goals 
 
Tokyo Shiba Tofuya Ukai 
4-4-13 Shiba-koen, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0011 

 
1:30 PM � 5:30 PM Return to Hotel; Executive Time; Optional Group Activity 
 
6:00 PM � 8:00 PM Dinner with American Business Representatives 

Dinner discussion with representatives from the US-Japan Business Council on 
concerning the current business environment in Japan, both for foreign and 
domestic companies, the future of work given Japan�s shifting demographics, the 
challenge of immigration, and the role of local and central government in advancing 
these efforts of economic development. 

 
 Venue to be confirmed 



  

 
 

 

 
Morning  Individual Breakfast at Hotel 
 
7:45 AM  Depart Hotel for Site Visit 
 
8:00 AM � 8:30 AM Bus Briefing on Itinerary  

Briefing by FMC staff on the day�s schedule, including entry and visit procedures for 
the natural gas facility, Yokosuka Naval Base, and the Panasonic Smart City, and 
providing background and context for each visit. 

 
9:15 AM � 10:45 AM Energy Security and the US-Japan Partnership 

Visit to natural gas facility near the Port of Tokyo to discuss the growing 
importance of LNG as part of Japan�s energy strategy, and America�s role in 
exporting LNG to Japan. 
 
Location to be Confirmed 

 
10:45 AM Depart for Yokosuka 
 
11:30 AM � 1:00 PM US Fleet Activities Yokosuka 
 Meeting with base leadership to discuss the US�s defense priorities in East Asia, as 

well as the role of US-Japan cooperation in the region, followed by a tour of base 
facilities 

 
 1 Chome-20 Honcho, Yokosuka, Kanagawa 238-0041  
 
1:00 PM Depart for Smart City 
 
1:45 PM � 3:15 PM Life in the Future: Smart City Development 

Discussion with senior Panasonic leadership on how new technologies and 
innovation in urban planning and home construction will change how we live, 
followed by and site visit of the Panasonic Sustainable Smart Town. 
 
6-21-1 Tsujido Motomachi, Fujisawa-shi, Kanagawa, Japan 251-0043 

 
3:30 PM  Return to Tokyo 
 
6:00 PM � 7:30 PM Sake and Soft Power 

Dinner and sake tasting with sake expert and sommelier on the history of Japan�s 
national drink, it�s growing popularity overseas (especially in the United States), and 
its role in Japan�s soft power 
 
Sake Pub Gashue 
2 Chome-13-5 Higashiueno, Taito City, Tokyo 110-0015 

 



  

 
 

 

 
Morning  Individual Breakfast at Hotel 
 
9:00 AM � 10:30 AM When Disaster Strikes: Disaster Preparedness in Tokyo 

Visit to the Tokyo Rinkai Disaster Prevention Park to meet with facility leadership 
and discuss Tokyo�s disaster prevention and response strategies and compare them 
with the participants� own experiences and policies in the US. Followed by a tour of 
the facility. 
 
3 Chome-8-35 Ariake, Koto City, Tokyo 135-0063 

 
11:00 AM Depart for Election Event 
 
11:30 AM � 12:30 PM Delegate in the Diet: 2026 Elections and the Campaign 

Visit with a candidate in Japan�s Upper House elections to discuss their perspective 
on elections in Japan, their goals running for the Upper House, and the most 
important issues facing voters in the current election, as well as differences and 
similarities to campaigning and elections in the US. 
 
Location to be confirmed 

 
12:30 PM Depart for Lunch 
 
1:00 PM � 2:30 PM Reshaping Japan: Leadership in Japan�s Future 
 Roundtable lunch discussion with Yuriko Matsukawa on her work at Mpower 

Partners and efforts within various institutions to increase entrepreneurship and 
business development in Japan, as well as sharing America�s own lessons and 
experience in these areas. 

 
 Venue to be confirmed 
 
3:30 PM � 6:30 PM Executive Time 
 
7:00 PM � 9:00 PM Closing Dinner 

A debriefing dinner discussion on the lessons learned during the duration of the 
delegation�s travel and reflection on various dimensions of the U.S. � Japan 
relationship led by FMC staff. 

    
   Ebiya Yakatabune 
   3-1 Shibaura, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-0023 
 



  

 
 

 

 
Morning  Individual Breakfast at Hotel 
 
 
Group Departures from Tokyo: 
 
10:25 AM Wes Enos and Mandy Remmel depart from Haneda (HND) via 

UA7936 
 
10:40 AM Loren Harris and John Holtkamp depart from Haneda (HND) via 

UA7912 
 
3:15 PM Dana Hanson and Tosha Hart depart from Haneda (HND) via 

DL0274 
 
6:25 PM Robbin Bass departs from Haneda (HND) via DL0008 
 
9:15 PM Liz Larter departs from Haneda (HND) via UA7930 
 
10:55 PM Ashley Wheeland departs from Haneda (HND) via UA7939 
 
 
 
Group Arrivals to the US: 
 
8:40 AM CST Loren Harris arrives via UA7912 to ORD 
 
12:56 PM EST John Holtkamp arrives via UA3426 to IND 
 
2:19 PM CST Wes Enos arrives via UA6166 to DSM 
 
2:25 PM PST Liz Larter arrives via UA7930 to SEA 
 
4:25 PM EST Mandy Remmell arrives via UA0274 to BWI 
 
5:49 PM EST Tosha Hart arrives via DL2517 to GSP 
 
7:43 PM EST Dana Hanson arrives via DL1707 to BOS 
 
10:41 PM MST Ashley Wheeland arrives via UA1230 to DEN 
 
11:37 PM CST Robbin Bass arrives via DL0420 to DFW 
























