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London Defence Conference 2025 
 
Programme for delegates from the US Congress, 9-10 May. Bush House, King’s College 
London. 
 
Friday 9 May 
 
Thursday 9 May is day two of the LDC 2025, the annual geopolitical gathering drawing together 
leaders, policymakers, military, industry, academia and selected media. 
 
There is a full conference agenda on 9 May. The panel topics are subject to change and revision 
subject to global events.  
 
Throughout the day there is space set aside on floor two of the conference for members of 
Congress and other delegations to take bilateral meetings. 
 
8.30am Day 2 conference opens. 
 
Main conference hall. 
 
9am Welcome and keynote address from a senior UK government minister. 
 
9.30am Panel I - CRINK: China, Russia, Iran and North Korea. The threat from the axis of 
autocracy. 
 
10.30am Break. 
 
11am - Keynote in conversation. 
 
11.30 am Panel II - Defence Industrial Transformation. 
 
12.30pm - Lunch. 
 
1pm-2pm - Lunchtime closed session discussion, on floor 8 space - The Transatlantic 
Relationship, hosted by the Center for the Study of the Presidency and Congress. 
 
2pm Panel III - Shadow War: cyber, hybrid, biology and beyond. Understanding the landscape 
of sub-threshold threats. 
 
2.45 pm Keynote in conversation. 
 
3.15 Break. 
 
3.30pm Panel IV - Media panel: What we learnt at LDC 2025. 



 
4.30pm Closing conference keynote. 
 
5pm - Drinks reception at Australia House (two minutes walk from the venue) hosted by His 
Excellency The Honourable Stephen Smith, Australian High Commissioner to the United 
Kingdom. 
  
7pm - Lord Salisbury, the LDC Chairman’s dinner, at the Travellers Club, Pall Mall, hosted by 
LDC. With members of Congress as guests of honour. 
 
10pm - Dinner concludes. 
 
Saturday 10 May 
 
9.30am - Members of Congress travel to Hatfield House, historic home of Lord and Lady 
Salisbury, 45 minutes from central London. 
 
10.30am - Private tour of Hatfield House by Lord Salisbury, including the archives and original 
papers including from the Virginia Company and Winston Churchill.  
 
12 noon - Light lunch with Lord and Lady Salisbury. 
 
1.30pm - Return to central London. 
 
2.30pm-3.30pm - Panel at LDC 2025 Future Leaders Day on military service in politics, 
featuring members of Congress. 
 
3.30pm-6.30pm - Rest and recuperation.  
 
7pm - Closing dinner hosted by LDC at the Beefsteak Club with UK parliamentarians. 
 
Sunday 11 May 
 
Return to Washington DC or NYC 
 





______________________________________ 
              1  Please be aware that the Committee’s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department’s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov. 

 

May 6, 2025 
 

Mr. Mark Dreiling 
Office of the Honorable Don Bacon 
2104 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Dreiling: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to the United Kingdom,1 scheduled for May 8 to 11, 2025, sponsored by 
Reaction Digital Media Ltd.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 

that House employees may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts 
“of minimal value [currently $480] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use.  
 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Ranking Member 

 
John H. Rutherford, Florida 

Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 
Ashley Hinson, Iowa 

Nathaniel Moran, Texas 
 

Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 
Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
Sylvia R. Garcia, Texas 

Suhas Subramanyam, Virginia 
 

 
 
 
 
 

       ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
  

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Jordan Downs 

Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 

https://Ethics.House.gov 

https://ethics.house.gov/


If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                 
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 
 

MG/MD:rp 



The London Defence Conference is owned by Reaction Digital Media Ltd. Registered address: 71-75 Shelton Street, London, WC2H 9JQ 

Company No: 10166531 

 
 
 
 

 

08th April 2025 

 

 

Dear Mr Dreiling, 
 

 

In my capacity as the director of the London Defence conference, I would like to formally invite you to 

our upcoming 2025 conference taking place 8-10 May. 

 

The London Defence Conference is the annual global forum held at King’s College London in 

collaboration with the renowned Department of War Studies. Past speakers include Radek Sikorski, Pal 

Jonson, John Healey, David Lammy, Professor Margaret Macmillan, President Duda, Professor Niall 

Ferguson, and former Prime Minister Rishi Sunak. 

 

Our theme for our 2025 conference is Alliances. We are dedicated to strengthening defence and 

security. In recognition of your contributions and extensive experience in the industry, LDC is pleased 

to extend a formal invitation for you to join us at this year’s conference.  

 

Our conference this year coincides with the VE Day 80th commemoration which falls on 8th May. That 

may make it easier for you to combine attending other events in London and joining us.  

 

I look forward to welcoming you to London in May. 

 

Best regards, 

Iain Martin, 

Director, 

London Defence Conference 
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