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March 13, 2025 
 

Mr. Esteban Elizondo 
Office of the Honorable Harriet M. Hageman 
1227 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Elizondo: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Cambridge, Maryland, scheduled for March 19 to 21, 2025, sponsored by 
Conservative Partnership Institute, Inc.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                 
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 

MG/MD:eme 
 
  

  
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
 

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

           Washington, DC  20515  

 



 

Conservative Partnership Institute’s (CPI)  
Veritas Communications Symposium 

 March 19-21 
 

Date: Wednesday, March 19, 2025  

9:00 am ​ ​ Depart from Washington, D.C. 20003 

11:00 am    ​ ​ Arrive at Cambridge, MD 21613  

11:00 - 12:30 pm        Check-in and Orientation                   

12:30 – 1:30 pm    ​ Lunch and Welcome Session 
Overview of symposium programming and presentation of 2025 Congressional 
communications trends and examples.  
Speaker: Scooter Schaefer (CPI) Sondra Clark (CPI) 

1:30 – 3:30 pm    ​ SESSION: Media Booking and Pitching 
Fellows will learn how to properly build reporter relationships, and the skills to write 
the perfect media pitch to ensure their boss maximizes TV and Radio hits.  
Speakers: Bobby Donachie (Vice President, Athos Communications) 

3:30 – 5:30 pm     ​ SESSION: Short Form Video 
Effective social media is key to a good communications strategy. The session will unpack 
current trends in short form video and evaluate strategies to maximize audience reach.​
Speakers: Sondra Clark (CPI) and Scooter Shaefer (CPI) 
 

5:30 – 6:30 pm​ Executive Time 
 
6:30 – 8:00 pm     ​ DINNER: Senator Jim DeMint and Ed Corrigan 

Students will learn from real-life stories and examples of how winning policies can’t 
be executed without strong communication strategies. Senator Jim Demint and Ed 
Corrigan will pull from their experience in the House and Senate to help fellows 
maximize their impact. 
Speakers: Senator Jim DeMint and Ed Corrigan (CPI)  



 

Date: Thursday, March 20, 2025  

9:00 – 9:30 am     ​ Breakfast Buffet​
 
9:30 - 11:30 am​ SESSION: Op-ed and Speech Writing 

Understanding the format, structure, and pitching process for successfully writing and 
placing op-eds.  
Speakers: Michael Connolly (Founder of Inkling Communications)​
 

11:30 - 12:00 pm​ Execuitive Time  

12:00 - 1:30 pm   ​ LUNCH SESSION: 2025 Legislative Preview  
Fellows will preview the legislative fights, policy debates, and themes of 2025. 
Speaker will provide historical context to the flights so fellows can better support their 
boss’s communications strategy as key issues arise. ​
Speaker: Ed Corrigan (CPI)  

1:30 – 3:00 pm     ​ SESSION: Politics in Focus: Professional Etiquette  
Learn the art and science of professional etiquette and political protocol to put the 
best foot forward for your boss and organization in any situation. ​
Speakers: Sondra Clark (CPI)  

3:00 – 6:00 pm   ​ Executive Time 

6:00 – 7:30 pm      ​ Dinner: Understanding The Editorial Cycle and Podcasting 
Tyler O’Neil, Managing Editor of the Daily Signal and a podcast host, discusses 
trends in podcasting and how the news and editorial process work.  
Speaker: Tyler O’Neil (Managing Editor of the Daily Signal)  

 

Date: Friday, March 21, 2025 

8:30 – 9:30 am         Breakfast & Check Out 

9:30 am ​           Depart Cambridge, MD 21613 

11:30 am​           Arrive Washington, D.C. 20003 
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