






































Name Last Name Title Organization
James Barbaccia Legislative Assistant U.S. Representative Scott Perry (PA-10)
Taylor Barkley Director of Public Policy Abundance Institute
Rachel Barkley Executive Director Alliance for Opportunity 
David Bier Director of Immigration Studies Cato Institute
Joe Bishop- Henchman Executive Vice President National Taxpayers Union Foundation
Kate Carney Deputy Director More in Common
Josselin Castillo Principal NFIB
Neil Chilson Head of AI Policy Abundance Institute
Akash Chougule President FREOPP
Daniel Di Martino Graduate Fellow Manhattan Institiute 
Kevin Garcia Galindo Policy Associate The Libre Initiative
Jonah Goldberg Editor-in-Chief TheDispatch.com
Jackie Gregory Community Liaison Congressman Andy Harris, M.D. (R-MD)
John Hood President John William Pope Foundation
Danielle Hornberger Community Liaison Congressman Andy Harris, M.D. (R-MD)
Athina Lawson Press Secretary Speaker Mike Johnson

Dan Lips

Head of Policy, Foundation for 
American Innovation & Visiting 
Fellow, FREOPP

Mario H. Lopez President Hispanic Leadership Fund
Laura Maristany Sr. Advisor Freedom Conservatism
Larissa Martinez Founder & President Women's Public Leadership Network
Elizabeth McGuigan Senior Vice President The Philanthropy Roundtable
Adam Michel Director of Tax Policy Studies Cato Institute
Kathleen O'Hearn Director of Economic Progress Stand Together
Isabel Soto Policy Director The Libre Initiative

Peter Stein Senior Policy Advisor 
Congresswoman Diana Harshbarger 
(TN-01)

Paul Winfree President/CEO Economic Policy Innovation Center
Mike Thom President 515 Group
Justin Camp Legislative Assistant Rep. Bob Onder (R-MO)
Andrew Clark President yes. every kid.

Marjorie Daily
Director of Operations for Wyoming's 
Congresswoman Harriet Hageman Rep. Harriet Hageman (R-WY)

http://TheDispatch.com


Name Last Name Title Organization

Noelle Dana Legislative Correspondent
U.S House of Representatives Rep. Rob 
Bresnahan (PA-08)

Wade Jones Deputy Research Director RSLC

Sebastian Lopez Intern
Congressional Hispanic Leadership 
Institute (CHLI)

Valerio Martinelli SVP Prospera Insights

Melody Moreno Intern
Congressional Hispanic Leadership 
Institute (CHLI)

Brianna Saenz
Programs and Administrative Assistant 
Manager

Congressional Hispanic Leadership 
Institute (CHLI)

Jorge Sanabria Intern
Congressional Hispanic Leadership 
Institute (CHLI)

Brandon Smith Director of Operations
Office of Congressman Ron Estes (KS-
04)

Stami Turk Adjunct Professor GWU
Jesse Von Stein Legislative Director Rep. Cory Mills (FL-07)
Josh Walton Legislative Assistant Rep. Begich (AK-01)



​  
Freedom Conservatism 

Congressional Staff Retreat 
March 28-30, 2025 

The Williamsburg Lodge 
Williamsburg, VA 

 
 

Friday, March 28, 2024 
 
3:15 PM​ Bus Meetup/ Loading 
​ ​ 750 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, Washington, DC 20003 
 
3:30 PM​ Bus Departs (2.5- 3 hour drive) 
​ ​ Pickup Outside Trade Joe’s 

750 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, Washington, DC 20003 
 
6:45 PM​ Check-in at hotel 
 
7:15 PM​ Dinner & Program 
​ ​ Freedom Conservatism Introduction and Retreat Overview 
​ ​ In this session, speakers will talk about Freedom Conservatism and the  

Statement of Principles.  
 
John Hood, President, John William Pope Foundation  
(confirmed) 
 

 
7:30 PM​ Fireside Chat 

Expanding American Conservatism: Freedom As  
An Engine of Social Mobility 

 
Freedom Conservatives believe any political coalition broad enough to 
win elections and govern effectively will inevitably encompass leaders, 
thinkers, and activists with differing views. What do efforts to build that 
coalition entail? What tools can we employ to help forge strong 
coalitions into the future? 

 

https://www.freedomconservatism.org/p/freedom-conservatism-a-statement


John Hood, President, John William Pope Foundation  
(confirmed) 

 
Jonah Goldberg, Columnist, The Dispatch (confirmed) 
 

8:20 PM​ Retreat Goals & Logistics Overview 
Coordinators will go over the agenda and logistics for the retreat.  
Laura Maristany, Sr. Advisor, Freedom Conservatism (confirmed) 

 
8:30 pm​ Adjourn 
 
 
Saturday, March 29, 2025 
 
8:30 AM​ Breakfast Buffet 
 
8:50 AM ​ Welcome Remarks & Introduction to 9:00 am session 
 
​ ​ Akash Chougule, President, FREOPP (confirmed) 
 
9:00 AM​ The Future of School Choice: Federal and State Perspectives 
 

This session will explore the evolving landscape of school choice, 
highlighting key legislative and policy efforts at both the federal and 
state levels. Aligned with the principles of the Freedom Conservatism 
movement, the discussion will emphasize parental empowerment, 
educational freedom, and policies that expand access to high-quality 
learning options. Attendees will gain insights into recent 
advancements, challenges, and opportunities in shaping a more 
competitive and accountable education system that prioritizes student 
success over bureaucratic control. 
 
Moderator: Rachel Barkley, Executive Director, Alliance for Opportunity 
(confirmed) 
 
Speakers:  
 
Andrew Clark, President, yes. every kid. (confirmed) 
 
Dan Lipps, Head of Policy, Foundation for American Innovation & 
Visiting Fellow, FREOPP (confirmed) 

 
 
 
 



 
10:30 am​ Americans By Choice: Immigration as a Principal Driver of American 

Prosperity and Achievement 
 
Legal immigration enriches America’s cultural fabric and plays a vital 
role in sustaining a strong, dynamic economy, but our current system 
for managing it is broken. This panel will explore ways to fix some of its 
most pressing issues, including strengthening legal immigration 
pathways to address workforce shortages, drive economic growth, and 
enhance national competitiveness. Panelists will discuss the biggest 
challenges facing the current system and propose solutions to ensure 
that legal immigration continues to support a vibrant society. 
 
Moderator: Isabel Soto, Director of Policy, The Libre Initiative  
(confirmed) 
 
Speakers: 
 
Mario H. Lopez, President, Hispanic Leadership Fund (confirmed) 
 
Daniel Di Martino, Graduate Fellow, Manhattan Institute (confirmed) 
 

12:00 PM​ Buffet Lunch + Networking​  
 
12:30 PM​ Guided Table Conversations 

Each table will have at least one Freedom Conservatism thought leader 
to help guide conversations on the chosen topic for that table. 
Table conversations will include FreeCon signatories in every table. 
 
Invited Signatories:  
Akash Chougule, FREOPP 
Taylor Barkley, Abundance Institute (AI-Technology) 
Mario H. Lopez   

 
1:15 PM​ How Pro-Growth Tax Policies and Common Sense Deregulation Help  

America's Families: Examination of Legislative Approaches to Fiscal  
Sustainability 
 
In this session, we will discuss how the federal debt is overshadowing 
policy priorities across issues and the pending debt crisis the US may 
face. Experts will take a close look at the leading legislative approaches 
to addressing our current unsustainable fiscal situation and discuss the 
three major entitlements (Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid), the 
$1.1 trillion/year welfare state, and the impact rising and sustained 
inflation and the ensuing higher interest rates will have on all of this. 



 
 
Moderated by: Kathleen O’Hearn, Director of Economic Progress, Stand 
Together (confirmed) 
 
Speakers:  

 
Paul Winfree, President & CEO, EPIC for America (confirmed) 
 
Adam Michel, Director of Tax Policy Studies, Cato Institute (confirmed) 
 
Joseph Bishop-Henchman, Executive Vice President, National Taxpayer  
Union Foundation (confirmed) 

 
 
2:15 PM​ AI & Tech Policy 
 
​ ​ This session will delve into strategies for fostering technological growth  

while safeguarding individual freedoms and advancing conservative  
principles in the digital age. 
 
Moderator: Laura Maristany, Founder & CEO, Katch Skills & Sr. Advisor,  
Freedom Conservatism (confirmed) 

 
Taylor Barkley, Director of Policy, The Abundance Institute (confirmed) 
 
Neil Chilson, Head of AI, The Abundance Institute (confirmed) 

 
 
3:15 PM​ Challenges & Opportunities: Group Conversations on Managing the 

Legislative Process to Advance Policies that Work 
 

Attendees share out their experience developing and advancing policy  
agendas. In this session, speakers will share perspectives on what could  
be more helpful to help  bring together diverse coalitions and to help 
support their work on Capitol Hill. 
 

​ Larissa Martinez, President, The Women’s Public Leadership Network  
(confirmed) 

 
Rachel Barkley, Executive Director, Alliance for Opportunity (confirmed) 
 
Elizabeth McGuigan, Senior Vice President , Philanthropy Roundtable  
(confirmed) 

 



 
4:30 PM​ BREAK 
 
5:30 PM​ Buffet Dinner 
 
6:30 PM​ Walk to Colonial Williamsburg 
 
7:00 PM​ Colonial Williamsburg Candlelight Walk (Optional) 
​ ​ This immersive walking tour of Colonial Williamsburg will explore the  

foundations of American freedom through the lens of early democratic 
ideals, individual liberty, and limited government. Congressional staff 
will engage with historians and interpreters to examine the debates 
and compromises that shaped the U.S. Constitution, connecting them 
to the principles of freedom conservatism. Through discussions at key 
historical sites, participants will reflect on the balance between personal 
responsibility and government authority, drawing lessons applicable to 
modern policymaking. 

 
8:00 PM​ Walk back to Hotel (Adjourn) 
 
Sunday, March 30, 2025 
 
8:30 AM​ Breakfast with Closing Thoughts and Feedback 
 

Laura Maristany, Sr. Advisor, Freedom Conservatism (confirmed) 
 
9:30 AM​ Bus Back to DC 
​ ​  
 
11:30 am​ Arrive in DC- Same location as pickup 
​ ​ 750 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, Washington, DC 20003 
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