








































 

 
2025 Center Forward Issues Conference 

The Salamander, Middleburg, VA 
Friday, March 28th – Sunday, March 30th, 2025 

 
 

Friday, March 28th, 2025 

 

Recommended Attire: Casual 

2:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 

Shuttle departs from Capitol South Metro station en route to the 
Salamander 
 
Capitol South Metro Station 
355 First Street SE 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
 
Conference Registration – Hamilton Room, the Salamander  
 
Note: If you arrive after registration is closed, please join us at Lost 
Barrel Brewing. Registration will reopen at 8:00 am on Saturday. 
 
Shuttle arrives at the Salamander 
 
The Salamander 
500 N Pendleton Street 
Middleburg, VA 20117 

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm Conference Welcome Reception 
 
Lost Barrel Brewing 
36138 John Mosby Highway 
Middleburg, VA 20117 
 
This is a family-friendly reception and BBQ buffet dinner. A shuttle 
will run continuously from 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm between the 
Salamander and Lost Barrel Brewing. 
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6:30 pm - 7:30 pm Welcome Remarks and Conference Review – Building Consensus in 
a Polarized Congress 
 
Center Forward Executive Leadership team will welcome participants 
and include a review of the coverage and outcomes of bipartisan 
legislation from the 119th Congress. The address will highlight areas 
of opportunity for consensus in 2025 including legislation related to 
trade, tax, technology, energy, and more. Q&A included. 
  

-​ Ava Bowman Thomas, Program Manager, Center Forward 
-​ Nicole Vasilaros, Advisory Board, Center Forward 
-​ Katie Vlietstra Wonnenberg, Advisory Board, Center Forward 
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Saturday, March 29th, 2025 

 

Conference Program 
All sessions take place in the Middleburg Ballroom unless otherwise specified 

 
Recommended Attire: Casual 

8:00 am - 9:00 am 
 
8:00 am - 9:00 am 

Conference Registration – Hamilton Room 
 
Breakfast Buffet – Bluemont Room 

9:00 am - 9:15 am Welcome Remarks and Introduction 
 

-​ Cori Kramer, Chief Executive Officer, Center Forward  

9:15 am - 9:45 am Opening Conversation – Building the Future of AI: Policy  
Collaboration and Responsible Innovation 
 
Tammy Haddad, President and Chief Executive Officer of Haddad 
Media and founder of the Washington AI Network, joins us for a 
discussion about government and industry’s role in developing and 
regulating emerging technologies. The Washington AI Network is a 
dynamic bipartisan forum that brings together diverse stakeholders 
from industry, government, civil society, and academia to foster 
collaboration, knowledge sharing, and responsible development and 
deployment of AI technologies. 
 

-​ Tammy Haddad, Founder, The Washington AI Network 
-​ Moderated by Cori Kramer, Chief Executive Officer, Center 

Forward 

9:45 am - 10:30 am Panel Discussion – Reexamining the North American Trade Bloc: 
Navigating the 2026 USMCA Renegotiations 
 
This panel brings together experts from the U.S., Canada, and Mexico 
for a discussion on North American trade policy ahead of the 2026 
USMCA renegotiations. Panelists will assess the agreement’s 
economic impact across the region, highlight areas for improvement, 
and explore opportunities to strengthen trade relationships. The 
conversation will also address the role of tariffs, the shifting political 
landscape, and other key factors that will shape the upcoming 
negotiations. Attendees will gain insights into the future of North 
American trade and the potential policy changes that could reshape 
current agreements.  
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-​ Jessica Brandon-Jepp, Senior Director, Fiscal and Financial 
Services Policy, Canadian Chamber of Commerce 

-​ Enrique Perret, Chief Executive Officer, U.S.-Mexico 
Foundation 

-​ Melissa San Miguel, President of Red Flag USA and Executive 
Director of the Washington International Business Council 

-​ Moderated by Katie Vlietstra Wonnenberg, Advisory Board, 
Center Forward 

10:30 am - 11:30 am Panel Discussion – The Evolution of Tax Policy: Lessons from the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act  
 
This panel brings together former Advisors and Counsel to House and 
Senate Majority leaders for a conversation about tax policy. As 
policymakers prepare for the upcoming 2025 Tax Package, panelists 
will offer their expert insights and firsthand experiences from 
negotiating the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. The discussion will 
explore key lessons learned from past tax reform efforts and the 
potential impacts of the 2025 package on businesses, individuals, and 
the broader economy. Panelists will also examine the role of bipartisan 
negotiation and the challenges of crafting sustainable tax policy in an 
ever-changing economic environment.  
 

 

-​ George Callas, Former Senior Tax Counsel, Office of the 
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan 

-​ Brendan Dunn, Former Policy Advisor and Counsel, Office of 
the Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 

-​ Katherine Mongé, Former Senior Counsel, Office of the 
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi 

-​ Moderated by Nicole Vasilaros, Advisory Board, Center 
Forward 

11:30 am - 12:00 pm Break and Lunch Buffet – Middleburg Foyer 

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Lunch Discussion – Barbara Starr: Lessons Learned Reporting from 
the Trump-Era Pentagon 
 
Renowned journalist, Emmy award-winning producer, and former 
CNN Pentagon correspondent, Barbara Starr, joins us for a fireside 
chat over lunch. Starr spent 21 years on CNN as the Pentagon 
correspondent reporting from hotspots including Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Syria, Yemen, the Horn of Africa and the Chinese-North Korean 
border. Barbara will share anecdotes from her illustrious career, 
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including on the evolution of journalism, and lessons learned from her 
experience as a reporter during the first Trump Administration. 
 

-​ Barbara Starr, Former CNN Pentagon Correspondent 
-​ Moderated by Cori Kramer, Chief Executive Officer, Center 

Forward 

1:00 pm - 1:15pm Panel Closing Remarks 
 

-​ Riley Kilburg, Executive Director, Center Forward 

1:15 pm - 1:30 pm 
 
1:30 pm - 3:00 pm 

Break 
 
Breakout Sessions – Balancing Competing Legislative Priorities 
 
Conference participants will work in small groups through facilitated 
dialogues to review competing legislative priorities and find bipartisan 
agreement on key issues before the 119th Congress. In five separate 
breakouts, participants will consider an issue related to climate and 
sustainability, intellectual property, emerging technologies, U.S.-China 
competition, or workforce, as they work together and weigh the public 
policy impact of their decisions. Facilitated by special guests:​
 
 

-​ Rhett Buttle, Founder, Public Private Strategies & Public 
Private Strategies Institute, Workforce Breakout 

-​ Matthias Muehlbauer, COO and Co-Founder, OnePointFive, 
Energy and Sustainability Breakout 

-​ Hodan Omaar, Senior Policy Manager for AI policy, 
Information Technology & Innovation Foundation, 
Technologies Breakout 

-​ Daniel Silverberg, Managing Director and Co-Lead, National 
Security Team, Capstone, U.S.-China Competition Breakout 

-​ Brad Watts, Former Chief Counsel, Senate Judiciary 
Committee, Intellectual Property Breakout 

3:00 pm - 4:30 pm Policy Roundtable Discussions – Grand Lawn 
 
Perspectives from House offices on legislative progress made in 2024 
and opportunities for collaboration in 2025.  

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm Break 
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Conference Closing Reception and Dinner 
 

Recommended Attire: Business Casual 

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Reception – Middleburg Foyer 
 
Conference attendees will have the opportunity to reflect on their 
experiences and discuss where they agreed and disagreed. These 
conversations will conclude with how conference attendees can 
utilize the new information learned and ideas generated upon 
returning to Capitol Hills. 

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm - 8:45 pm 

Dinner – Middleburg Ballroom 
 
Governing on a Knife’s Edge: Historical Context for a Slim-Majority 
Congress 
 
To conclude the 2025 Issues Conference, Dr. Matthew Green joins 
Cori Kramer for a fireside chat on the intricacies and challenges of 
governing with a razor-thin majority. Drawing on historical examples 
from his research, Dr. Green will examine how past Speakers of the 
House have managed narrow majorities, the insights that can be 
applied to the 119th Congress, and how the role of the Speaker has 
evolved over time. This discussion will provide valuable perspectives 
on changing leadership styles, intraparty dynamics, and legislative 
strategy in a polarized Congress. 
 
Matthew Green is a professor of politics and has taught at Catholic 
University since 2005. He has written a number of books and articles 
about American politics. His articles have appeared in American 
Politics Research, Electoral Studies, Legislative Studies Quarterly, 
Political Research Quarterly, and other journals. Green's most recent 
book, Newt Gingrich: The Rise and Fall of a Party Entrepreneur, 
uses media accounts, original interviews, and newly uncovered 
archival material to explain the motivations and influence of former 
Congressman and Speaker Newt Gingrich.   
 

-​ Dr. Matthew Green, Professor of Political Science, The 
Catholic University of America 

 
 
Conference Closing Remarks, Cori Kramer, Chief Executive Officer, 
Center Forward 
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Sunday, March 30, 2025                               

 
 
Recommended Attire: Casual 
 

8:00 am - 10:00 am 
 
9:00 am 
 
 
10:15 am 
 
 
 
 
 
11:00 am 
 

Breakfast Buffet – Middleburg Foyer 
 
Shuttle departs the Salamander en route to Capitol South Metro 
station 
 
Shuttle arrives at the Capitol South Metro station 
 
Capitol South Metro Station 
355 First Street SE 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
 
Salamander Checkout 
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