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Post-Travel Disclosure Form Addendum: FDD’s November 2024 National Security Trip to Israel 

Question 5: 
• Transportation Costs: The actual per-person transportation cost for bus travel was 

higher than initially estimated on the Trip Sponsor form due to a decrease in the 
expected number of participants on the trip.

• Meal Costs: The actual meal cost was higher than listed on the Trip Sponsor Form as FDD 
added a group lunch on November 10 and a sit-down lunch rather than box lunch on 
November 12.  Additionally, at two of the dinners, the beverages (beer, wine, and soft 
drinks) were not included in the initial quoted costs received from the vendor. We have 
included those pro rata costs in the updated totals.

• Other Expenses: Below please find an updated chart of other expenses. These costs 
were higher than estimated on the Trip Sponsor form because they include the final cost 
of the counterterrorism training that took place on November 12, as described in the 
agenda submitted with the Trip Sponsor Form. 

Activities and Entrance Fees 

(Yad Vashem, Kalia, Qaser el Yahud, CT 
Training) 

$621.78 

Insurance $90.00 

Snacks on the bus $42.86 

Total $754.64 















































FDD’s November 2024 National Security Trip to Israel 

Participant Bios  

**Please note that these bios are for internal purposes and should not be disseminated to 
others. **  

Nick Adams is the legislative director for U.S. Rep. Laurel Lee (R-FL). During his time in the 
Congresswoman’s office dating back to January 2023, he has covered Judiciary, Homeland, 
Armed Services, Intelligence, Energy, and other issues for the office. Prior to this role, Nick 
was involved in Pennsylvania politics, both on the official and political side. Nick is a 
graduate of the University of Florida and is a Florida native. His hobbies included anything 
outside, traveling and working out. He traveled to Israel three times in college through 
Passages, Maccabee Task Force, and AIPAC sponsored the trips. While his Christian faith 
led him to travel to Israel initially, he has remained interested in the geopolitics of the region 
as well internal Israeli politics. 

  

Julia Bristol is a public policy and national security professional who held various roles in 
federal, state, and local government. Currently, Julia is a vice president at American Global 
Strategies (AGS), an international strategic advisory firm co-founded by former U.S. 
National Security Advisor Robert C. O’Brien and former National Security Council Chief of 
Staff Alexander B. Gray. Prior to joining AGS, Julia advised defense, intelligence, and 
national security clients in her capacity as a government consultant. Previously, Julia 
served as a presidential appointee at the White House, on the National Security Council, 
and for the Secretary of Homeland Security. She has also worked in the Office of the Texas 
Attorney General and for an international law firm headquartered in Barcelona, Spain. Julia 
specializes in strategic planning, communications, program management, and domestic 
and foreign policy. She earned a B.A. in political science and a B.A. in international 
relations with a minor in religious studies from Southern Methodist University. 

  

Sean Patrick Calabria is the associate vice president and director of research at American 
Global Strategies LLC. Prior to joining AGS, Sean worked at a political research firm 
conducting open-source research. Earlier, Sean completed an internship program with the 
Institute for National Strategic Studies at the National Defense University where he 
assisted senior fellows with research and publications. Sean received his M.A. in 
international security at the Schar School of Policy and Government at George Mason 
University and his B.A. in politics from Catholic University. 



  

Cristian Diaz Hernandez currently serves as the communications assistant for 
Congresswoman Lois Frankel (D-FL), co-Chair of the Women, Peace, and Security Caucus, 
and member of the State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Subcommittee on the 
House Committee on Appropriations. Leading the digital media strategy and assisting in 
the communications agenda for the Congresswoman, Cristian covers crucial issues such 
as women, Israel, antisemitism, and foreign affairs. He holds a double bachelor’s degree in 
political science and international studies, with a focus on European affairs, 
complemented by a minor in mass communications studies from the University of Florida. 

  

Thomas Hester is a consultant advising on early-stage commercialization, acquisition 
strategy, and tech modernization. He previously directed marketing and communications 
for a startup and served as a senior advisor in Congress on national and economic security 
matters. 

  

Brandon Kirch is a defense strategist with Systems Planning & Analysis Inc., where he 
designs strategy and doctrine for the Office of the Secretary of Defense. Most of his career 
has focused on U.S. counterinsurgency and counterterrorism strategy in Afghanistan and 
the Arabian Gulf. Originally a military analyst at the Department of Defense’s Afghanistan-
Pakistan Task Force, Brandon shifted to the Joint Staff in support of the 2021 retrograde. 
There he advised senior Pentagon officials, planned contingency operations for the 
evacuation of Kabul Airport, and provided threat assessments to the Afghan Special 
Immigrant Visa Task Force. Following the withdrawal, he staffed the National Intelligence 
Council and coordinated intelligence integration for the Joint Staff J5 Directorate (Policy, 
Plans, & Strategy). Brandon has served on overseas military delegations, worked in 
uniformed and civilian roles spanning the tactical to strategic levels, and spent a combined 
five years forward-deployed to the CENTCOM theater, including 30 months in southern 
Afghanistan. A U.S. Navy veteran, Brandon holds a Bachelor of Arts in History from The 
Citadel and a Master of Arts in National Security Studies from Georgetown University. 

  

Anne Lord currently serves as the Vandenberg Coalition’s director of government affairs. 
Prior to joining Vandenberg, she worked with a small defense-oriented firm where she 
provided strategic policy research. Anne received her master’s in strategic studies from the 
University of St. Andrew’s in Scotland. During her time at St. Andrew’s, Anne also served as 
a National Security Innovation Network X-Force Fellow. Anne also brings hill experience 



with her to Vandenberg, having served three years on Capitol Hill in the office of Senator 
Ben Sasse (R-NE). Her portfolio included national security, defense, and foreign affairs 
issues. 

  

Alexandra "Lexi" Marten is an executive advisor and public policy expert with extensive 
federal government experience serving in the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, the 
Office of Management and Budget, and Congress. Lexi spent a few years in the private 
sector where she advised national security clients on technology strategy, public policy, 
and communications. She is currently at DARPA serving on the Commercial Strategy team. 

  

Thomas Pack is an associate producer and the director of the Film Incubator Program at 
Palladium Pictures, his family independent documentary film business. As an associate 
producer, Thomas is involved in every phase of all the company's film projects, a skill set he 
learned through a lifetime growing up in the film industry. He has worked as a production 
assistant on several films including Created Equal: Clarence Thomas in his Own Words, 
and Rickover: The Birth of Nuclear Power. Thomas also launched and runs Palladium 
Picture’s Film Incubator Program, which provides funding, mentorship, and distribution for 
up-and-coming documentary filmmakers. Thomas brings considerable experience in 
educational programming to his work with the Incubator, having worked at several 
educational organizations including in leadership roles. Most recently he worked as head of 
operations at the Upper Darby Arts and Education Foundation, and as director of student 
programs at the Intercollegiate Studies Institute. Thomas received his bachelor’s degree in 
liberal arts from St. John’s College, and his master’s in education entrepreneurship from 
the University of Pennsylvania. He is a former Hertog Foundation Fellow, TFAS Woodhouse 
Fellow, and Claremont Institute Publius Fellow. When not working, Thomas organizes 
events through Moishe House, a Jewish young professionals’ organization.  

  

Satyam Patel currently serves as a senior consultant at Deloitte Government & Public 
Services and brings with him a decade of specialized expertise in defense and national 
security, with a focus on emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, blockchain 
technologies, and high-performance computing. Satyam has led substantial research 
initiatives that support federal agencies and has engaged in meaningful collaborations with 
international research institutions, thereby contributing to the advancement of security 
measures through technological innovation. Holding an advanced degree in aerospace 
engineering with a specialization in computational science and engineering from the 



Georgia Institute of Technology, Satyam’s technical acumen is complemented by a 
commitment to leadership, innovation, and advocacy in his field. 

  

MJ Rubin has held roles at several consulting firms, specializing in projects ranging from 
Aerospace & Defense to Healthcare, has contracted for both the U.S. and Israeli militaries, 
and holds an M.A. in counterterrorism & homeland security from IDC’s Reichman 
University in Herzliya, Israel. MJ is currently chief of staff to the CEO at a defense start-up. 

  

FDD’s November 2024 National Security Trip to Israel 

Staff Bios  

  

**Please note that these bios are for internal purposes and should not be disseminated to 
others.**  

  

Erin Blumenthal is vice president of marketing and events at FDD. In this role, she 
manages a range of public affairs, communications, and development projects at FDD. She 
is also responsible for overseeing dozens of policy-focused events and discussions each 
year, ranging from small roundtables with key stakeholders to major policy summits. 
Previously, she worked for five years as director of events and marketing for a boutique 
strategic communications firm focused on national security, counterterrorism, and foreign 
policy. She holds a BA in Government and Economics from Claremont McKenna College. 

  

Enia Krivine is the senior director of FDD’s Israel Program and National Security Network. 
She joined FDD after nearly seven years at the American Israel Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC), where she helped strengthen the U.S.-Israel relationship through education and 
advocacy. Prior to AIPAC, Enia worked on several political campaigns and served as 
director of congressional affairs for the Israel Allies Foundation. She began her career in DC 
over a decade ago as a Middle East fellow at the House Foreign Affairs Committee, serving 
under Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen. Enia holds an M.A. in Middle Eastern studies from The 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem and a B.A. in broadcast journalism from Arizona State 
University. She is an FDD National Security Fellowship Program alumna. 

  



David May is the research manager and a senior research analyst at the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies specializing in economic warfare. Prior to joining FDD, David was 
a senior research analyst at AIPAC where he focused on Israeli-Palestinian issues and the 
United Nations. David speaks Hebrew and Arabic. He earned a BA in History from the 
University of Maryland and an MA in International Affairs with concentrations in 
International Economics and the Middle East from the School of International Service at 
American University. 

  

Shannon Walsh is deputy director of FDD’s National Security Network, which houses all of 
FDD’s mid-career professional development programming, national security trips to Israel, 
and the alumni network of 600+ national security practitioners. Shannon also manages a 
variety of projects for FDD’s Israel Program. Before joining FDD, Shannon served as the 
associate director of research and education for The Philos Project, where she focused on 
developing seminars and educational resources highlighting the religious and geopolitical 
complexities of the Middle East. During her undergraduate studies, she interned in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, where her boss served on the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 
She also participated in the Jewish National Fund’s Caravan for Democracy, a 10-day 
educational program for student leaders to explore Israel. Shannon holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Tulane University in political science with a concentration in international 
relations and minors in Spanish and management. 

  

Alex Weinberg is a program associate for FDD’s National Security Network, where he 
focuses on creating and executing professional development programming for bipartisan 
mid-career national security practitioners. During his undergraduate studies, he held policy 
and research internships at the Jewish Institute for National Security of America, the 
National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, the National 
Nuclear Security Administration’s Office of Nuclear Smuggling Detection and Deterrence, 
and the Jerusalem Institute of Justice. Alex holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Maryland in American studies with a concentration in government and politics. 

  

 



FDD's November 2024 National Security Trip to Israel 

November 6-15, 2024 

  

Note: This is our optimal itinerary and is flexible according to federal travel restrictions and 
speaker availability. 

**Please do not circulate** 

  

Guides: Iftah Burman, Enia Krivine, Shannon Walsh  

  

Wednesday, November 6  

Time   Activity  

15:30  Group meets at Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD)  

18:30  Group flight on Air France Flight AF0051 from Washington Dulles 
International Airport (IAD) to Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport (CDG)  

  

Thursday, November 7  

Time   Activity  

08:00  Arrive to Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport (CDG) on Air France Flight 
AF0051  

11:15  Group flight on Air France Flight AF7068 (Operated by El Al) from 
Charles de Gaulle Airport (CDG) to Ben Gurion International Airport 
(TLV)  

16:40  Arrive at Ben Gurion International Airport (TLV)   

16:40-18:00  Travel by bus to the Inbal Hotel in Jerusalem  

18:00-18:15  Check-in to the hotel  

18:15-19:30  Prep for dinner  

19:30-20:00  Travel by bus to dinner  



20:00-22:00  Welcome dinner with Amos Harel, military correspondent and 
defense analyst for Haaretz, and discussion on the ongoing Israel-
Hamas war and Israel’s strategic posture in the Middle East  

22:00-22:30  Walk back to the hotel  

Overnight  Inbal Hotel  

Jabotinsky Street 3, Jerusalem   

+972 2-675-6666  

  

Friday, November 8  

Time   Activity  

07:00-09:00  Optional breakfast at the hotel  

09:00-10:00  Briefing at the hotel with Jonathan Conricus, former IDF 
international spokesperson and FDD senior fellow, on the attacks of 
October 7 and current developments in Gaza  

10:00-12:00  Travel by bus to Sderot and 90-minute en route briefing with 
Jonathan Conricus on strategic communications during the Israel-
Hamas war   

12:00-13:00  Lunch on own in Sderot   

13:00-13:30  Travel by bus to Nova Music Festival Memorial in Reim  

13:30-14:30  Battleground walkthrough of the Nova Music Festival Memorial in 
Reim with IDF veteran and security expert Lt. Col. (Ret.) Amir Goren  

14:30-16:30  Travel by bus to Jerusalem  

16:30-18:30  Prep for dinner  

18:30-19:00  Walk to dinner  

19:00-21:30  Traditional Shabbat dinner with Elie Pieprz, director of international 
relations at Israel’s Defense and Security Forum, and discussion on 
the ongoing Israel-Hamas war and the Iran threat  

21:30-22:00  Travel by bus to the hotel  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/Jabotinsky+Street+3,+Jerusalem?entry=gmail&source=g


Overnight  Inbal Hotel  

Jabotinsky Street 3, Jerusalem   

+972 2-675-6666  

  

Saturday, November 9  

Time   Activity  

07:00-08:00  Optional breakfast at the hotel  

08:00-08:15  Travel by bus to Haas Promenade  

08:15-09:00  Strategic Depth Overview of Jerusalem with Col. (Ret.) Miri Eisin, 
intelligence, security, and diplomacy expert  

09:00-09:15  Photo at Jerusalem Overlook  

09:15-09:30  Travel by bus to the Old City of Jerusalem  

09:30-11:45  Explore the diversity and security installations of the Old City of 
Jerusalem with Iftah Burman  

11:45-12:30  Lunch on own in the Old City of Jerusalem  

12:30-13:30  Travel by bus to Qaser El-Yehud, traditional site of Jesus’ Baptism.  

13:30-14:00  Explore Israeli-Jordanian military cooperation at Qaser El 
Yahud, traditional site of Jesus’ Baptism  

14:00-14:30  Travel by bus to Kalia Beach  

14:30-16:00  Explore water and border security dynamics along the Jordan Valley 
at Kalia Beach, at the Dead Sea  

16:00-17:00   Travel by bus to the hotel  

17:00-18:30   Prep for dinner  

18:30-19:00   Travel by bus to dinner at the American Colony Hotel  

19:00-20:00  Dinner briefing on Palestinian statehood with Daoud Abulibdeh, 
Palestinian security consultant at the American Colony Hotel  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/Jabotinsky+Street+3,+Jerusalem?entry=gmail&source=g


20:00-20:15  Short break  

20:15-21:00  Dessert briefing on the Israeli Arab community with Khaled Abu 
Toameh, journalist and Middle East expert at the American Colony 
Hotel  

21:00-21:30  Travel by bus to hotel  

Overnight  Inbal Hotel  

Jabotinsky Street 3, Jerusalem   

+972 2-675-6666  

  

Sunday, November 10  

Time   Activity  

07:00-08:30  Optional breakfast at the hotel  

08:30-09:00  Check out of the Inbal Hotel  

09:00-10:00  Briefing with Matti Friedman, Canadian-Israeli journalist and author, 
on the current war in Israel and an overview of regional security 
dynamics  

10:00-10:45  Travel by bus to Yad Vashem  

10:45-12:15  VIP tour at Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust Memorial Museum  

12:15-13:15  Lunch on own at Yad Vashem  

13:15-13:45  Travel by bus to the Knesset  

13:45-14:00  Security check at the Knesset  

14:00-15:00  Meeting with a Member of Knesset  

15:00-18:00  Travel by bus to Tiberias and 90-minute briefing on Israel’s Narrow 
Waistline with Iftah Burman  

18:00-19:30  Check in to Magdala Hotel and prep for dinner  

19:30-19:40  Walk to dinner  



19:40-21:15  Group dinner and debrief at Magdalena Restaurant  

21:15-21:25  Walk to hotel  

Overnight  Magdala Hotel  

Migdal, 1495000, Israel  

+97246209900  

  

  

Monday, November 11  

Time   Activity  

07:00-07:30  Optional breakfast at the hotel  

07:30-08:30  Optional overview of the archaeological excavations located on hotel 
property with Father Eamon Kelly, LC   

08:30-08:45  Check out of Magdala Hotel  

08:45-09:00  Travel by bus to Kibbutz Ginosar  

09:00-10:00  Briefing at Kibbutz Ginosar with Shadi Khalloul and Neveen 
Elias on the Kinneret pre-military program for Jewish and non-Jewish 
Israelis   

10:00-10:30  Walk to boat briefing on the Sea of Galilee  

10:30-11:45  Boat briefing with Iftah Burman on the strategic security importance 
of the Golan Heights and border demarcation issues on the Sea of 
Galilee  

11:45-12:15  Travel by bus to lunch  

12:15-13:15  Group lunch  

13:15-13:30  Travel by bus to Geopolitical Jeep Tour of the Golan Heights 
at Kibbutz Ramot Menashe  

13:30-15:30  Geopolitical Jeep Tour of the Golan Heights with Captain (Res.) Ilan  

Shulman 



15:30-18:30  Travel by bus to Tel Aviv and two-hour briefing on Israel’s Arab 
population and villages with Enia Krivine  

18:30-19:00  Check in to the Royal Beach Tel Aviv Hotel  

19:00  Dinner and evening on own in Tel Aviv  

Overnight  Royal Beach Tel Aviv Hotel  

HaYarkon St 19, Tel Aviv-Yafo  

+972 3-740-5000  

  

Tuesday, November 12  

Time   Activity  

07:30-08:45  Optional breakfast at the hotel  

08:45-09:00  Check out of Royal Beach Hotel  

09:00-10:00  Briefing at Royal Beach Hotel with Dr. Michael Milshtein on Hamas 
and the Israeli intelligence failures on October 7   

10:00-10:15  Short break  

10:15-11:15  Briefing at Royal Beach Hotel with MK Mansour Abbas on Arab 
political parties and Israeli-Arab society post October 7  

11:15-12:45  Travel by bus to Beit Guvrin for Counterterrorism Training Exercise, 
boxed lunches en route  

12:45-17:15  Learn best practices in counterterrorism with Raveed Elfassi, former 
IDF special forces soldier, and team  

17:15-19:00  Travel by bus to hotel  

19:00-20:00  Check into Kedma Hotel and prep for dinner  

20:00-21:30  Dinner with Raveed Elfassi and team and debrief on best practices 
in counterterrorism  

Overnight  Kedma Hotel  

Kibbutz Sde Boker, 8499300, Israel  



+972 08-623-8100  

  

Wednesday, November 13  

Time   Activity  

07:30-09:00  Optional breakfast at the hotel  

09:00-10:45  Travel by bus to Kibbutz Kfar-Aza   

10:45-12:15  Briefing at Kibbutz Kfar-Aza with resident Chen Kotler Abrams on 
Israeli resiliency and life near the border with Gaza  

12:15-12:45  Travel by bus to Netivot and 30-minute briefing on urban warfare  

12:45-13:45  Lunch at Ilan’s Corner  

13:45-14:45  Travel by bus to Kerem Shalom and one-hour briefing with Iftah 
Burman on IDF liaison units and military cooperation with Israel’s 
neighbors  

14:45-15:45  Briefing on Israeli-Egyptian relations and military cooperation 
at Kerem Shalom Border Crossing with the Israel Defense Forces  

15:45-17:00  Travel by bus to the hotel  

17:00-20:30  Arrive at the hotel and prep for dinner  

20:30-21:30  Dinner at hotel  

21:30-23:30  Group debrief on key takeaways from the trip   

Overnight  Kedma Hotel  

  

Thursday, November 14  

Time   Activity  

07:30-09:45  Optional breakfast at the hotel   

09:45-10:00  Check out of Kedma Hotel  



10:00-11:45  Travel by bus to Julis Base and 90-minute briefing on Iranian’s 
overarching proxy strategy 

11:45-13:00  Briefing with an IDF representative at the Julis Base on Iranian 
missiles, tunnel detection, and ammunition from Gaza  

13:00-13:30  Travel by bus to Kiryat Gat  

13:30-14:30  Lunch at Hummus Eliyahu  

14:30-15:15  Travel by bus to the National Police Academy   

15:15-16:15  Briefing at the National Police Academy with Superintendent Micky 
Rosenfeld, Israeli Police national spokesman  

16:15-16:45  Briefing with Ran Yona, head of policy and organizational innovation 
at the Israel Ministry of National Security  

16:45-18:15  Travel by bus to dinner   

18:15-20:30  Closing dinner and briefing on the U.S.-Israel relationship 
with Ambassador Michael Oren, former Israeli Ambassador to the 
U.S.  

20:30-21:00  Travel by bus to Ben Gurion Airport  

  
Friday, November 15  

Time   Activity  

01:00  Depart Israel on El Al Flight LY0027  

06:00  Arrive to Newark Liberty International Airport on El Al Flight LY0027  

08:45  Travel by train to Washington Union Station on Amtrak Northeast 
Regional 141  

11:45  Arrive by train to Washington Union Station on Amtrak Northeast 
Regional 141  

 

 



ADDITIONAL TRIP SPONSOR FORM 
This form should be completed by an organization that provides funds, services, or in-kind assistance to another entity to 
underwrite, in whole or in part, a trip or an event, meal, or activity that will occur during a trip, or a necessary expense that will 
be incurred during a trip, with express or implicit knowledge or understanding that one or more House Members or employees 
may participate in or attend that trip or event, or otherwise may be beneficiaries of the gift or donation.  Provide a copy of your 
completed form to the primary sponsor of the trip. 

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 
Failure to comply with the Committee’s Travel Regulations may also lead to the denial of permission to sponsor future trips.  
Signatures must comply with section 104(bb) of the Travel Regulations. 

1. Name of Primary Trip Sponsor for this trip:   

2. Name of your organization:  

3. Yes   No   Is your organization designated a § 501(c)(3) charitable organization by the Internal Revenue Service? 

4. Yes   No   Does your organization receive funding from any foreign government or multinational organization? 

5. Check one.  I certify that my organization:

a. Has provided a grant, gift, or donation to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor and conducts an audit or review of its
grant, gift, or donation to ensure that the funds are spent in accordance with the terms of its grant, gift, or donation. OR

b. Has had a direct role in the organizing, planning, or conducting of a trip to

Destination:  on Date:

that is being organized or arranged by the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor.  OR

c. Has provided in-kind support to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor (e.g., meeting planning assistance,
meeting space and set-up, and paying for expenses related to this trip directly to the service provider).

6. Check only one:

a. My organization does not employ or retain a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent OR

b. My organization employs a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent, but their involvement in planning,
organizing, or arranging the trip was de minimis under the travel regulations.

7. I certify by my signature that
a. I read and understand the Committee’s Travel Regulations;

b. I am not a registered federal lobbyist or registered foreign agent;
c. I am an officer of this organization and am duly authorized to sign this form; and
d. The information on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature: 

Name: 

Date: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Address: 110 West 7th Street, #2000  Tulsa, OK 74119

Telephone: 202.549.9948  Email: leisen@schusterman.org

If there are questions regarding this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103 or travel.requests@mail.house.gov. 

last updated 7/2023 

Foundation for the Defense of Democracies, Inc. (FDD)

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation

9/27/2024

Lisa Eisen Co-President

■

■

■

■

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation



______________________________________ 
              1  Please be aware that the Committee’s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department’s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov. 

 

October 31, 2024 
 

Mr. Nicholas Adams 
Office of the Honorable Laurel M. Lee 
1118 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Adams: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Israel,1 scheduled for November 6 to 15, 2024, sponsored by Foundation 
for Defense of Democracies and Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 

that House employees may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts 
“of minimal value [currently $480] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use.  
 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Susan Wild, Pennsylvania 
Ranking Member 

 
David P. Joyce, Ohio 

John H. Rutherford, Florida 
Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 
Michelle Fischbach, Minnesota 

 
Veronica Escobar, Texas 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 

Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
 

 
 
 
 
 

       ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 
  

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Keelie Broom 

Counsel to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 
Facsimile: (202) 225–7392 



If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                  
         Michael Guest            Susan Wild   

                             Chairman                               Ranking Member 
 

MG/SW:mc 
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