












2024 Congressional Staff Participants 

 

 Staffer     Office  Title  

1 Sarah Alexander (R-LA) Sen. Bill Cassidy Energy & Coastal Policy Advisor 

2 Joshua Dineros (D-CA) Rep. Raul Ruiz Press Assistant & Legislative Correspondent  

3 Alex Enlow (R-GA) Rep. Austin Scott Communications Director 

4 Matthew Fontenot (R-LA) Rep. Mike Johnson Legislative Aide 

5 Rachel Kline (D-NC) Rep. Wiley Nickel  Deputy Chief of Staff & Legislative Director 

6 Zach Monroe (D-LA) Rep. Troy Carter Senior Legislative Assistant 

7 Coby Sammis (R-LA) Rep. Clay Higgins Senior Legislative Assistant 

8 Kade Smith (R-LA) Rep. Julia Letlow Legislative Assistant 

9 Brendan Tilds (R-MI) Rep. Jack Bergman Legislative Correspondent 

10 Kyle Upton 
 

House Ag Committee 
 

 



 

 

November 1, 2024 
 

Mr. Joshua Dineros 
Office of the Honorable Raul Ruiz 
2342 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Dineros: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves your 
proposed trip to Thibodaux and New Orleans, Louisiana, scheduled for November 6 to 11, 2024, 
sponsored by Louisiana Sugar Cane Foundation, Inc.  We note that this trip includes two days at 
your personal expense.    
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to the 
Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual Financial 
Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 from a 
single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement covering 
this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy of all 
request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                  
         Michael Guest            Susan Wild   

                             Chairman                               Ranking Member 
MG/SW:rp 
 
  

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Susan Wild, Pennsylvania 
Ranking Member 

 
David P. Joyce, Ohio 

John H. Rutherford, Florida 
Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 
Michelle Fischbach, Minnesota 

 
Veronica Escobar, Texas 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 

Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 
 

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Keelie Broom 

Counsel to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 
Facsimile: (202) 225–7392 



ITINERARY FOR 

CONGRESSIONAL STAFF SITE VISIT 

LOUISIANA SUGAR INDUSTRY 

(November 7-9, 2024) 

 

 

Thursday, November 7, 2024 

 

8:15 a.m.  -  10:21 a.m. Group travels to New Orleans, LA on American Airlines flight 4466 

from Washington-Reagan National Airport. 

 

10:21 a.m.   Group arrives at the New Orleans International Airport. 

 

10:45 a.m. – 11:45 p.m. Group Leaders will pick up the group at the New Orleans Airport and 

transport the group for the duration of the trip. Travel to Houma, LA. 

 

11:45 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch at the USDA-ARS, Sugarcane Research Unit in Houma. During 

this lunch, a briefing on the history of the Louisiana sugarcane industry 

and a description of the process of creating sugar from sugarcane will 

be provided.  

 

1:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. Site visit of the USDA-ARS, Sugarcane Research Unit.  The focus will 

be on the research to improve sugarcane production practices to help 

farmers manage risks through improved plant breeding and varietal 

selection. Participants will visit the sugarcane crossing greenhouse 

complex and field plots. 

 

2:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Travel to the John Deere Thibodaux Factory, Thibodaux, LA.  

 

2:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Site visit of the John Deere Thibodaux Factory. The group will learn of 

the local, national, and international economic impact of the largest 

producer of sugarcane harvesting equipment. The group will participate 

in a site visit of the factory to observe equipment being built. 

 

4:30 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.  Travel to the Hampton Inn in Thibodaux.  

 

4:45 p.m.   Arrive at the Hampton Inn in Thibodaux – break and prepare for dinner. 

 

6:00 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. Travel to the Tractor Barn in Thibodaux, LA for dinner. 

 

6:15 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dinner at the Tractor Barn in Thibodaux, LA. Here the group will 

interact with growers and processors to discuss important sugar 

industry issues. Dinner will be served consisting of local Louisiana 

dishes. 

 

8:30 p.m. – 8:45 p.m. Depart from the Tractor Barn for the Hampton Inn in Thibodaux. 

 

8:45 p.m.   Arrive at Hampton Inn for the night. 

 



Friday, November 8, 2024 

 

Please check out before leaving for tours. You will not return to this hotel. Continental breakfast will 

be in lobby of hotel prior to our departing. 

 

8:30 a.m. -  9:00 a.m. Travel from the Hampton Inn to Naquin Bros. Farms for a site visit of a 

sugarcane farm in Labadieville, LA. 

 

9:00 a.m.- 10:30 a.m. Field site visit to observe the various steps for growing and harvesting 

sugarcane. Participants will observe sugarcane harvesting and talk with 

the producer to learn of the challenges and rewards of growing 

sugarcane in south Louisiana. 

  

10:30 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. Travel to Lafourche Sugars in Thibodaux, LA. 

 

10:50 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. Site visit of the Lafourche Sugars factory to observe the various steps 

for processing sugarcane into raw sugar that include preparation, 

clarification, evaporation, and crystallization. 

 

12:45 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. Travel to Louisiana Sugar Refinery in Gramercy, LA  

A box lunch will be provided enroute. 

 

1:45 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. Dr. Michael Deliberto, Agricultural Economist with the LSU AgCenter, 

will discuss the impact of the sugar industry on the Louisiana economy. 

. 

2:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Site visit of Louisiana Sugar Refinery. Participants will observe the 

process of converting raw sugar into refined sugar. Participants will 

learn of the recent business venture regarding vertical integration 

within the Louisiana sugar industry. A site visit of the refinery will be 

provided. 

 

4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  Travel to the Hotel Indigo in New Orleans, LA 

 

6:00 p.m.   Arrive at the Hotel Indigo  

 

7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Dinner at the Bourbon House. Staffers will continue interactions with 

local sugarcane growers and processors. Participants will debrief from 

the events of the day. They will learn of the day’s sugar production 

from the field to the table. 



Saturday, November 9, 2024 

 

Check out prior to breakfast. 

 

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  Breakfast Briefing - meeting room in the Hotel Indigo. A final  

  review and summary of Louisiana sugar industry highlights will be 

  provided. 

 

9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Van shuttle will transport you back to the New Orleans airport for your 

American Airlines flight 4684 departing New Orleans at 12:24 p.m. 

arriving Washington Reagan at 3:59 p.m. 



Kenneth Gravois, President 
Daniel Viator, Secretary 

Mike Sternfels, Treasurer 
 

LOUISIANA 

SUGAR CANE 

FOUNDATION 

      

              LLOOUUIISSIIAANNAA  SSUUGGAARR  CCAANNEE  FFOOUUNNDDAATTIIOONN,,  IINNCC..  
  

P. O. Box 874 

Thibodaux, LA  70302 

e-mail:  admin@lasugarfoundation.org 

 

 

 

 

September 9, 2024 

 

 

Dear  Perspective Participant -   

 

The Louisiana Sugar Cane Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization founded to increase public 

awareness of the Louisiana sugar industry through education and stewardship opportunities, is 

sponsoring a congressional staff trip to Louisiana on November 7-9, 2024.  The purpose of the 

trip is to give staffers an opportunity to visit the Louisiana sugar industry to gain firsthand 

knowledge of sugarcane research, harvesting and processing operations, and to discuss the 

impact of the sugar industry on Louisiana. 

 

The Foundation would like to extend an invitation to you to participate in this trip.  As a 

participant, you will depart from Ronald Reagan National Airport on American airlines flight # 

1325 on Thursday, November 7, 2024 at 8:15 a.m., arriving in New Orleans International Airport 

at 10:21 a.m.  From New Orleans, you will ride by chartered bus approximately one hour to the 

USDA-ARS Sugarcane Research Laboratory in Houma. When you first arrive, a briefing on the 

itinerary and discussion on the impact Hurricane Ida had on the Louisiana sugar industry. At a 

luncheon presentation, the history of the Louisiana sugar industry will be reviewed.  After lunch, 

a site visit will focus on research to improve sugarcane production practices that help farmers 

manage risks through improved variety development.  You will depart Houma for Thibodaux for 

a site visit of the John Deere Thibodaux plant, which manufactures cane harvesting machinery. 

Hotel accommodation for Thursday evening will be at the Hampton Inn in Thibodaux, and a 

dinner is scheduled at 6:00 p.m. at the Tractor Barn. You will return to the Hampton Inn at 8:45 

p.m.   

 

On Friday, participants will visit a sugarcane farm in Paincourtville, followed by a site visit of 

Westfield Sugar Factory in Paincourtville to experience the steps required to make raw sugar 

from sugarcane.  A box lunch will be served enroute to the Louisiana Sugar Refinery in 

Gramercy. Here Dr. Michael Deliberto, an agricultural economist with the Louisiana State 

University Agricultural Center, will discuss the impact of the sugar industry on the Louisiana 

economy.  Following lunch, you will have a site visit of Louisiana Sugar Refinery.  Here you 

will see the process of producing refined sugar from raw sugar.  After departing the refinery, you 

will arrive at the Hotel Indigo in New Orleans where you will be staying for the night.  That 

evening, dinner will be provided at a nearby venue.  On Saturday morning, breakfast will be 

provided at 7:30 a.m. in a designated room of the Hotel Indigo.  At 8:30 a.m., a shuttle will 

transport you back to the New Orleans airport for your American Airlines flight #4684 departing 

New Orleans at 12:24 p.m. arriving at Washington Reagan at 3:59 p.m.  The Foundation will 

assume all travel, lodging and meal expenses associated with the trip.  Vouchers will be 

distributed to cover the costs of local transportation to and from National Airport. 

mailto:lscf@bellsouth.net


 

 

 

Participating House employees must submit the attached completed form to the House 

Committee at least thirty (30) days before the date of the proposed trip.  If you have any 

questions regarding the rules of the House Committee on Standard Official Conduct, please 

contact the Committee at 202-225-7103. 

 

We hope you will be able to join the Foundation on this fact-finding trip.  We believe it will be a 

worthwhile experience and that you will gain a better understanding of the Louisiana sugarcane 

industry.  Space is limited, so please advise us as soon as possible if you will be able to 

participate or if you have any questions.  The best way to contact us is via e-mail at 

admin@lasugarfoundation.org.  Someone will return your call as soon as possible. 

 

Sincerely,  

    

 

Kenneth Gravois        

President      

 

mailto:lscf@bellsouth.net


Subject:Subject: Joshua Dineros - LA Sugarcane Visit Nov. 7-9, 2024
Date:Date: Tuesday, October 1, 2024 at 1:04:50 PM Eastern Daylight Time
From:From: La Sugar Cane Foundation
To:To: Dineros, Joshua
Attachments:Attachments: JDineros House Travel Forms.pdf

Good morning,
 
Joshua Dineros has been invited to attend the Louisiana Sugar Cane Foundation Congressional
StaSers visit on November 7-9, 2024.
 
Mr. Dineros will be in the district prior to the visit. I would like to bring him to New Orleans on
Wednesday, November 6 on American Airlines flight #1821 departing Ontario, CA at 12:53 pm
connecting to flight #1584 through Dallas arriving in New Orleans at 9:00 pm. I have reserved a
room for him at the Holiday Inn Airport near the airport at a government per diem rate of $157 for
Wednesday, November 6. He would then return to the airport on the morning of Thursday,
November 7 in time to meet the group arriving at 10:21 am from DCA. This will allow him to not miss
a full day of the visit on Thursday, November 7.
 
Mr. Dineros would also like personal days at the end of the tour. I will arrange his flight back to DCA
on Monday, November 11, 2024. He will depart New Orleans on a American Airlines non-stop flight
#2855 at 11:01 am and arrive at DCA at 2:26 pm. He will be responsible for his hotel reservations for
the nights of Saturday, November 9 and Sunday, November 10, as well as transportation to the
hotel on the morning of November 11.
 
If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nannette Bourgeois
Administrative Assistant
Louisiana Sugar Cane Foundation
985-414-1697
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