














 

 

October 25, 2024 
 

Ms.  Alexandra Schindewolf 
Office of the Honorable Elijah Crane 
1229 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Ms. Schindewolf: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Cambridge, Maryland, scheduled for October 28 to 30, 2024, sponsored by 
Conservative Partnership Institute, Inc.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                  
         Michael Guest            Susan Wild   

                             Chairman                               Ranking Member 
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Conservative Partnership Institute’s (CPI)
Artificial Intelligence (AI) Symposium

October 28-30, 2024

All programming, meals, and lodging will take place at CPI-owned campus in Cambridge, Maryland.

Monday, October 28th, 2024:
9:00 am Depart by shuttle bus provided by CPI from Washington, D.C. 20003

11:00 am Arrive at Cambridge, MD 21613

11:00 - 12:00 pm Check-in and Orientation

12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch and Welcome
CPI’s Director of Programs and former Senate Legislative Director will discuss the goals
for the symposium as well as provide an initial framework to view AI policy.
Speaker: Rachel Bovard, Conservative Partnership Institute

1:00 – 2:00 pm SESSION 1: The Basics of AI
A brief history of AI and an accessible introduction to the basics of deep learning and
neural networks, exploring how they work, their limitations, and where the technology
is trending.
Speaker: Nick Whitaker, The Manhattan Institute

2:00 – 3:00 pm Executive Time

3:00 – 4:00 pm SESSION 2: State of Play: AI Legislation in the 118th Congress and Beyond
An overview of recent AI legislation that has moved through the 118th Congress and
the state of AI legislation moving into the next Congress.
Speaker: Christy Lewis, Senate Commerce Committee

4:00 – 5:00 pm SESSION 3: Reforming Environmental Permitting
As AI innovation increases, experts predict a need for abundantly available sources of
energy in the near future to maintain American supremacy in the AI race. How should
conservative policy makers approach energy procurement?
Speaker: Thomas Hochman, Foundation for American Innovation

5:00 – 5:30 pm Executive Time

5:30 – 7:30 pm Keynote Dinner: Privacy, Censorship and the Surveillance State
A discussion of ways in which policymakers can guard against enabling an AI leviathan,
and ensure AI develops in a way consistent with American’s privacy and civil liberties.
Speaker: Mike Benz, Foundation for Freedom Online

Tuesday, October 29th, 2024:
9:15 – 10:00 am Breakfast Buffet



10:00 – 11:30 am SESSION 4: AI Arms-Race with China
The United States is the world leader in AI research, development, and
commercialization. But with China nipping at our heels, how do we keep it that way?
What are the core national security dimensions of AI and computer infrastructure? And
how can we contain China’s ambitions through tools such as export controls?
Speakers: Mark Beall, The American Security Fund

11:30 – 12:00 pm Executive Time

12:00 – 1:30 pm Lunch & SESSION 5: Fortifying the U.S. Defense Industrial Base
How can AI contribute to the rebuilding and fortification of the U.S. defense industrial
base? With new tools being unlocked by AI and software-native defense startups, we
cannot count on the big defense primes for our military readiness. What new capabilities
are on the horizon, from autonomous drones to Iron Domes, and what reforms are needed
to realize those capabilities within our armed forces?
Speaker: Will Thibeau, The Claremont Institute

1:30 – 3:30 pm Executive Time

3:30 – 5:00 pm SESSION 6: Big Tech vs Open Source
Will the AI economy let a thousand flowers bloom, or will Big Tech monopolists
acquire unprecedented market power through winner-take-all effects? This session
will explore the antitrust and market power issues surrounding AI, the essential role of
open source in checking Big Tech’s growing power, and strategies for ensuring AI
empowers America’s small businesses.
Speaker: Mark Meador, The Heritage Foundation

5:00 – 5:30 pm Executive Time

5:30 – 6:30 pm Dinner

6:30 – 8:00 pm Fireside Chat: To Regulate or Not to Regulate?
Does unregulated AI progress pose significant societal risks? How should
conservatives, if at all, approach regulating emerging technologies? This moderated
discussion will explore two different approaches.
Speaker: Dean Ball, George Mason University’s Mercatus Center & Will Mascaro,
Senate Steering

Wednesday, October 30th, 2024:
8:00 – 9:00 am Breakfast & Check Out

9:00 am Travel by shuttle bus provided by CPI from Cambridge, MD 21613

11:00 am Arrive at Washington, D.C. 20003



Private Trip Sponsor Form Addendum
Question #4: (Name, title, description)

1. Gus Desch - Legislative Assistant, Rep. Warren Davidson (Invited as a legislative staff
member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to improve
legislative skills)

2. Alexander Knorr - Legislative Assistant, House Education and Workforce Committee
(Rep. Virginia Foxx) (Invited as a legislative staff member for a Member interested in
conservative principles and policy seeking to improve legislative skills)

3. Vincent Bellomo - Legislative Assistant, Rep. Jim Jordan (Invited as a legislative staff
member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to improve
legislative skills)

4. Mike Maiale - Legislative Assistant, Rep. Andy Ogles (Invited as a legislative staff
member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to improve
legislative skills)

5. Alexandra Schindewolf - Legislative Assistant, Rep. Eli Crane (Invited as a legislative
staff member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to
improve legislative skills)

6. Aristotle Boosalis - Professional Staff Member, House Science, Space, and Technology
Committee (Rep. Frank Lucas) (Invited as a legislative staff member for a Member
interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to improve legislative skills)

7. Troy MacMullan- Legislative Director, Rep. Harriet Hageman (Invited as a legislative
staff member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to
improve legislative skills)

8. Pranay Mittal - Policy Analyst, House Foreign Affairs Committee (Rep. Michael
McCaul) (Invited as a legislative staff member for a Member interested in conservative
principles and policy seeking to improve legislative skills)

9. Heidi Thom - Legislative Assistant, Rep. Eric Burlison (Invited as a legislative staff
member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to improve
legislative skills)

10. Duncan Wright - Professional Staff Member, House Oversight Committee (Rep. James
Comer) (Invited as a legislative staff member for a Member interested in conservative
principles and policy seeking to improve legislative skills)
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