














August 20, 2024 
 

Mr. Anthony Cruz 
Office of the Honorable Mariannette Miller-Meeks 
1034 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Cruz: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Asheville, North Carolina, scheduled for August 21 to 25, 2024, sponsored 
by Conservative Climate Foundation.  We note that this trip includes two days at your personal 
expense.    
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                  
         Michael Guest            Susan Wild   

                             Chairman                               Ranking Member 
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3rd Annual Communicators’ Retreat 
August 21-23, 2024 | Asheville, NC 

This is a working agenda and is subject to change. 
 

 
Wednesday, August 21  
Session Location: The Restoration Hotel, Solarium Room, 6th Floor  

Arrival Flight  
AA5446 – Non-Stop - 8:30 AM – 9:59 AM - Departing Washington, D.C., to Asheville, NC 

- Harley Asdit 
- Prewett Asher 
- Lyssa Bell 
- Grace Bellone 
- Caroline Bigham 
- Kristen Cianci 
- Adam Cloch 
- Anthony Cruz 
- Anthony Fakhoury 
- Peter Finocchio 
- Wesley Harkins 
- Jackie Hunley 
- Ashley Juhn 
- Kristen Kurtz 
- Athina Lawson 
- Molly Makarewicz 
- Eli Mansour 
- Anna Mathis 
- Hannah Pope 
- Craig Wheeler 

 
Staff Arrival - 10:33 AM 

- AA1647/AA5684 – Departing Orlando, FL to Charlotte, NC (6:40 AM-7:47 AM) – Departing Charlotte, NC to 
Asheville, NC (10:05 AM – 10:33 AM) 

o Grace Bartlinksi 
 
10:35 AM – 11:10 AM 
Travel via bus to The Restoration Hotel 
 
11:10 AM – 12:30 PM 
Arrive at The Restoration Hotel, 68 Patton Ave, Asheville, NC 
Check-in to hotel rooms 

- Zoie Mitchell and Marie Kim arrive at hotel (already in district for work) 
 
12:30 PM – 2:00 PM   



   
 

   
 

LUNCH BRIEFING: Intro to the Conservative Climate Caucus  
- Description: The Conservative Climate Caucus is one of the largest Republican caucuses in the House of 

Representatives. The Caucus represents a growing movement and acknowledgement that conservative values are 
aligned with clean energy policy and uniquely positioned to the benefit of the United States’ economy. 
Representatives from the Conservative Climate Caucus will give an overview of their work and introduce the 
ways in which they can serve as a resource for individuals looking to better communicate on climate issues.  

- Speakers:  
o Adam Cloch, Communications Director, Rep. John Curtis (R-UT) 
o Anthony Cruz, Communications Director, Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks (R-IA)  
o Elizabeth Daniels, Executive Director, Conservative Climate Foundation [Moderator] 

  
2:00 PM – 2:30 PM  
BRIEFING: Crafting a Compelling Conservative Climate Narrative: Storytelling Techniques  

- Description: This session will provide practical strategies to effectively communicate the intersection of 
conservative values and environmental stewardship. Discover how to engage diverse audiences, build credible 
stories, and amplify the message that fiscal responsibility and environmental protection can go hand in hand.  

- Speaker: 
o Gabe Kleinman, Operating Partner, Emerson Collective 

  
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM  
BRIEFING: Leveraging AI in Climate Communication  

- Description: Explore how artificial intelligence (AI) can enhance climate communication strategies within the 
policy arena. This session will provide practical insights into utilizing AI tools to amplify messaging, engage 
constituents, and foster informed dialogue on climate issues. Attendees will learn about the latest AI-driven trends 
and technologies, enabling them to create compelling narratives and effectively counter misinformation.  

- Speaker:  
o Suhail Khan, Senior Director of External Affairs, Microsoft Corporation 

  
3:30 PM – 6:00 PM 
Executive time 
 
Staff Arrival 

- AA3662 – Non-Stop – 1:49 PM – 3:57 PM - Miami, FL to Asheville, NC.  
o Rey Anthony Lastre 

 
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM  
KEYNOTE: Conservative Communicators Reception & Dinner 

- Location: The Restoration Hotel, Draftsman Lounge  
- Description: Welcome to North Carolina’s 11th District. Speaker will discuss the many ways Asheville has 

implemented clean energy initiatives and how those initiatives have been communicated to constituents at the 
local level. 

- Speakers:  
o Heather Reams, Chair, Conservative Climate Foundation 
o Nathan Ramsey, Executive Director, Land of Sky Regional Council 

 
9:00 PM  
RON 
 
Thursday, August 22  
Session Location: The Restoration Hotel, Solarium Room  
  



   
 

   
 

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM 
Breakfast Briefing 

- Description: Welcome to the third annual Communicators Retreat. During this breakfast briefing, we will 
introduce the team hosting the conference, go over the rest of the retreat schedule, and point out important retreat 
logistics. The speaker will give an overview of what attendees have learned thus far at the Communicators’ 
Retreat and real-world applications. 

- Speaker:  
o Elizabeth Daniels, Executive Director, Conservative Climate Foundation 

  
10:00 AM – 11:00 AM  
PANEL: Life Beyond Capitol Hill: Navigating the Next Chapter  

- Description: This session explores the similarities and differences in managing communications for companies 
and associations. Learn how the skills you've honed, such as media engagement, message crafting, and strategic 
communications, seamlessly translate to new roles in the private sector. Equip yourself with the knowledge and 
confidence to tackle your next professional adventure.  

- Speakers:  
o Shawna Berger, Enterprise Communications, Duke Energy Corporate Communications 
o Mary Collins Howell, Senior Director, PLUS Communications 
o Daniel Schneider, Director of Communications, Business Roundtable 
o Evan Dixon, Vice President of Communications, CRES Forum [Moderator] 

   
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM  
PANEL: Empowering the Future: Navigating Clean Energy Tax Credits for Sustainable Growth  

• Description: A balanced and forward-thinking dialogue on how tax credits can play a pivotal role in fostering 
climate innovation while adhering to conservative economic principles. Discuss successful examples of tax credit-
driven innovations in clean energy and sustainability.  

• Speakers:  
o Caitlin Vincent, Southeast Senior Manager, Solar Energy Industries Association 
o Sean Smith, Senior Manager Public Affairs, GE Vernova 
o Heather Reams, Chair, Conservative Climate Foundation [Moderator] 

 
12:00 PM – 12:15 PM  
Break 
 
12:15 PM – 1:30 PM  
LUNCH BRIEFING: Interpreting and Communicating on Popular Opinion 

- Description: The first step to any good message is to best understand your audience. Quality polling is an 
invaluable tool in messaging climate, recognizing that each audience, speaker, and end goal will create a different 
message.  Representatives of two recently conducted polls will share their findings and answer the following 
questions:   

o What are the overarching themes of the recently conducted research? Where does the American public at 
large stand on climate?  

o What are the most important factors in determining an individual’s stance on climate?   
o What are the lessons learned from these sessions? What talking points work?   
o What small phrases or words can you add to energy-related releases to get a “win” on climate?   

- Speakers: 
o Zack Roday, Partner, Ascent Media 
o Justin Discigil, Vice President, Ascent Media 

 
 
1:30 PM – 1:45 PM 



   
 

   
 

Break 
 
1:45 PM – 2:15 PM 
Travel via bus to Biltmore Estate 
 
2:15 PM – 3:45 PM    
Biltmore Estate – Sustainability Tour  

- Location: Biltmore Estate, Main House, One Lodge Street, Asheville, NC 
- Tour Description: The Biltmore Estate, continuing the Vanderbilt family's commitment to the environment, 

conducts an ongoing forest management program and numerous sustainability initiatives. Solar Power: A 9-acre, 
1.7-megawatt solar panel system, installed between 2011-2012, provides up to 20% of the estate's energy needs. 
Biodiesel: The estate's Food & Beverage team recycles used fryer oil into biodiesel for farming and horticultural 
operations. Climate Support: Biltmore's 5,761 acres of forest are managed under a scientific forestry plan, 
supporting carbon sequestration and climate change mitigation.  

- Speakers: 
o Kyle Mayberry, Director of Agriculture, Biltmore Estate 
o Kimber Jones, Sustainability Manager, Biltmore Estate 

 
3:45 PM – 4:15 PM 
Travel via bus to Deerpark Lodge on the Biltmore Estate   
 
4:15 PM – 6:00 PM  
Farm to Table Tour at Biltmore Winery   

- Location: Biltmore Estate, Deerpark Lodge, 65 Deerpark Road, Asheville, NC 
- Tour Description: Attendees will learn about the Biltmore’s Field to Table Program that emphasizes sustainability 

by growing and sourcing the freshest foods directly from the estate. This includes eggs from free-range hens, 
hormone- and antibiotic-free meat, and grapes for our wines. Culinary teams transform these ingredients into 
exceptional dining experiences. Additionally, Biltmore Winery promotes environmental responsibility through a 
cork recycling program with WidgetCo, Inc. Corks collected from key locations such as the winery's tasting room 
and estate restaurants are upcycled into unique products, demonstrating a commitment to sustainable practices.  

- Speakers: 
o Kyle Mayberry, Director of Agriculture, Biltmore Estate 
o Kimber Jones, Sustainability Manager, Biltmore Estate 

  
6:00 PM – 6:30 PM 
Travel via bus to Sierra Nevada Brewing Co. 
  
6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 
KEYNOTE: Dinner & Sustainability Briefing  

- Location: Sierra Nevada Brewing Co., High Gravity Lounge, 100 Sierra Nevada Way, Mills River, NC  
- Description: Sierra Nevada Brewing Co. is committed to high-quality, low-impact brewing, investing in the 

largest solar array in craft beer, diverting 99.8% of solid waste from the landfill, and building the first LEED 
platinum production brewery in the United States. Attendees will learn from Sierra Nevada’s Sustainability 
Program Manager about their ongoing efforts to protect the environment and gain a deeper understanding of the 
company’s climate-related energy and agriculture priorities. 

- Speaker: 
o Pierce Schwalb, Sustainability Program Manager, Sierra Nevada Brewing Co. 

 
8:30 PM – 9:00 PM 
Travel via bus to The Restoration Hotel 
 



   
 

   
 

9:00 PM  
RON 
 
 
Friday, August 23  
Session Location: The Restoration Hotel, Solarium Room, 6th Floor 
  
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM 
Executive time 
Pack bags and check out of hotel rooms, bring luggage to Solarium Room 
 
Staff Departure 

- AA5446 – nonstop – 10:32 AM – 11:44 AM – Departing Asheville, NC to Washington, D.C. 
o Grace Bellone 

 
10:00 AM – 10:30 AM 
Breakfast Briefing 

- Description: Speaker will overview what attendees have learned thus far at the Communicators’ Retreat and real-
world applications. Answer questions from attendees on yesterday’s sessions and go over retreat logistics. 

- Speaker:  
o Elizabeth Daniels, Executive Director, Conservative Climate Foundation 

   
10:30 AM – 11:00 AM  
BRIEFING: Hydrogen Communications 101 

- Description: With hydrogen rapidly gaining traction as a low-carbon energy solution, the speaker will break down 
the basic concepts of hydrogen, explaining how it functions as a low-carbon energy carrier capable of 
decarbonizing a wide range of industries and sectors. Learn how hydrogen can spur the growth of clean energy 
jobs and bolster energy security.  

- Speaker: 
o Jeff Bechdel, Managing Director, FTI Consulting  

 
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM  
BRIEFING: Mastering Media Engagement: Tactics and Techniques  

- Description: This workshop will provide practical strategies for connecting with diverse media outlets and 
optimizing your presence on digital platforms. Learn how to deliver your messages effectively and foster 
meaningful discourse on climate issues from a conservative perspective.  

- Speaker: 
o Lizzy Yates, Director of Communications, Southern Nuclear 

 
12:00 PM – 1:30 PM  
LUNCH: Retreat Wrap Up  

- Description: Speakers will thank all attendees for attending the 3rd Annual Communicators’ Retreat, discuss what 
has been learned throughout the retreat, and will review logistics for departure. 

- Speakers: 
o Elizabeth Daniels, Executive Director, Conservative Climate Foundation 
o Heather Reams, Board Chair, Conservative Climate Foundation 

 
1:45 PM – 2:25 PM 
Travel via bus to airport 
 
Departure Flights 



   
 

   
 

AA5567/AA1749 – Departing Asheville, NC to Charlotte, NC (3:21 PM – 3:40 PM) – Departing Charlotte, NC to 
Orlando, FL (5:27 PM – 6:53 PM) 

- Grace Bartlinski 
 
AA5216 – Non-Stop – 3:43 PM – 5:16 PM - Departing Asheville, NC, to Washington, D.C. 

- Harley Asdit 
- Prewett Asher 
- Lyssa Bell 
- Caroline Bigham 
- Kristen Cianci 
- Adam Cloch 
- Anthony Fakhoury 
- Peter Finocchio 
- Wesley Harkins 
- Jackie Hunley 
- Ashley Juhn 
- Maria Kim 
- Kristen Kurtz 
- Rey Anthony Lastre 
- Athina Lawson 
- Molly Makarewicz 
- Eli Mansour 
- Anna Mathis 
- Zoie Mitchell 
- Hannah Pope 
- Craig Wheeler 

 
 
8/25/24 
AA5216 – Non-Stop - 3:43 PM – 5:16 PM - Departing Asheville, NC, to Washington, D.C. 

- Anthony Cruz 
o Requested later flight 
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