


S Original Amendment

This form must be completed by an officer of any organization that served as the primary trip sponsor in providing travel expenses or
reimbursement for travel expenses to House Members, officers, or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. A completed copy of the 
form must be provided to each House Member, officer, or employee who participated n the trip within 10 days of their return. 
You must answer all questions, and check all boxes, on this form for your submission to comply with House Rules 

Travel Regulations. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in the denial of future requests to sponsor trips 
and/or subject the current traveler to disciplinary action or a requirement to repay the trip expenses.

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

1. Sponsor(s) who paid or provided in-kind support for the trip:

2. Travel Destination(s):

3. Date of Departure: Date of Return:

4. Name(s) of Traveler(s):
Note: You may list more than one traveler on a form only if all information is identical for each person listed.

5. Actual amount of expenses paid on behalf of, or reimbursed to, each individual named in Question 4:

Total Transportation
Expenses

Total Lodging
Expenses

Total Meal
Expenses

Total Other Expenses
(dollar amount per item 
and description)

Traveler

Accompanying
Family Member

6. All expenses connected to the trip were for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump sum payment.
Signify statement is true by checking box.

I certify that the information contained in this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature: Date:

Name: Title:

Organization: 

I am an officer of the above-named organization. Signify statement is true by checking box.

Address:

Telephone: Email:

Committee staff may contact the above-named individual if additional information is required.

If you have questions regarding your completion of this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103.

last updated 7/2023







































 

ADDITIONAL TRIP SPONSOR FORM 
This form should be completed by an organization that provides funds, services, or in-kind assistance to another entity to 
underwrite, in whole or in part, a trip or an event, meal, or activity that will occur during a trip, or a necessary expense that will 
be incurred during a trip, with express or implicit knowledge or understanding that one or more House Members or employees 
may participate in or attend that trip or event, or otherwise may be beneficiaries of the gift or donation.  Provide a copy of your 
completed form to the primary sponsor of the trip. 

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 
Failure to comply with the Committee�s Travel Regulations may also lead to the denial of permission to sponsor future trips.  
Signatures must comply with section 104(bb) of the Travel Regulations. 

1. Name of Primary Trip Sponsor for this trip:   
  

2. Name of your organization:   
 

3. Yes   No   Is your organization designated a § 501(c)(3) charitable organization by the Internal Revenue Service? 

4. Yes   No   Does your organization receive funding from any foreign government or multinational organization? 

5. Check one.  I certify that my organization: 

a.       Has provided a grant, gift, or donation to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor and conducts an audit or review of its 
grant, gift, or donation to ensure that the funds are spent in accordance with the terms of its grant, gift, or donation. OR 

b. Has had a direct role in the organizing, planning, or conducting of a trip to 

Destination:  on Date: 

that is being organized or arranged by the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor.  OR 

c.   Has provided in-kind support to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor (e.g., meeting planning assistance,  
     meeting space and set-up, and paying for expenses related to this trip directly to the service provider). 

6. Check only one: 

a. My organization does not employ or retain a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent OR 

b.     My organization employs a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent, but their involvement in planning, 
organizing, or arranging the trip was de minimis under the travel regulations. 

7. I certify by my signature that  
a. I read and understand the Committee�s Travel Regulations; 
b. I am not a registered federal lobbyist or registered foreign agent;  
c. I am an officer of this organization and am duly authorized to sign this form; and  
d. The information on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 
Signature:  

Name:  

Date:  

Title:  

Organization:  

Address:   

Telephone:  Email:   
 

If there are questions regarding this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103 or travel.requests@mail.house.gov. 
 
last updated 7/2023 

Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation

ADM

Los Angeles, California Sept. 5 to Sept. 7, 2024

Kent L. Engelbrecht Digitally signed by Kent L. Engelbrecht 
Date: 2024.07.08 16:00:52 -05'00' July 8, 2024

Kent Engelbrecht Biodiesel Trade Manager

ADM

4666 Faries Parkway, Decatur, IL 62526

217-451-8161 Kent Engelbrecht@adm.com







 

ADDITIONAL TRIP SPONSOR FORM 
This form should be completed by an organization that provides funds, services, or in-kind assistance to another entity to 
underwrite, in whole or in part, a trip or an event, meal, or activity that will occur during a trip, or a necessary expense that will 
be incurred during a trip, with express or implicit knowledge or understanding that one or more House Members or employees 
may participate in or attend that trip or event, or otherwise may be beneficiaries of the gift or donation.  Provide a copy of your 
completed form to the primary sponsor of the trip. 

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 
Failure to comply with the Committee�s Travel Regulations may also lead to the denial of permission to sponsor future trips.  
Signatures must comply with section 104(bb) of the Travel Regulations. 

1. Name of Primary Trip Sponsor for this trip:   
  

2. Name of your organization:   
 

3. Yes   No   Is your organization designated a § 501(c)(3) charitable organization by the Internal Revenue Service? 

4. Yes   No   Does your organization receive funding from any foreign government or multinational organization? 

5. Check one.  I certify that my organization: 

a.       Has provided a grant, gift, or donation to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor and conducts an audit or review of its 
grant, gift, or donation to ensure that the funds are spent in accordance with the terms of its grant, gift, or donation. OR 

b. Has had a direct role in the organizing, planning, or conducting of a trip to 

Destination:  on Date: 

that is being organized or arranged by the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor.  OR 

c.   Has provided in-kind support to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor (e.g., meeting planning assistance,  
     meeting space and set-up, and paying for expenses related to this trip directly to the service provider). 

6. Check only one: 

a. My organization does not employ or retain a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent OR 

b.     My organization employs a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent, but their involvement in planning, 
organizing, or arranging the trip was de minimis under the travel regulations. 

7. I certify by my signature that  
a. I read and understand the Committee�s Travel Regulations; 
b. I am not a registered federal lobbyist or registered foreign agent;  
c. I am an officer of this organization and am duly authorized to sign this form; and  
d. The information on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 
Signature:  

Name:  

Date:  

Title:  

Organization:  

Address:   

Telephone:  Email:   
 

If there are questions regarding this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103 or travel.requests@mail.house.gov. 
 
last updated 7/2023 

Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation

GEVO

Los Angeles, California Sept. 5 to Sept. 7, 2024

Kent Hartwig Digitally signed by Kent Hartwig 
Date: 2024.07.09 11:47:26 -05'00'

Kent Hartwig Director, State Govt. Affairs

GEVO

345 Inverness Drive, South, Building C, Suite 310, Englewood, CO 80112

303-858-8358 khartwig@gevo.com



 

ADDITIONAL TRIP SPONSOR FORM 
This form should be completed by an organization that provides funds, services, or in-kind assistance to another entity to 
underwrite, in whole or in part, a trip or an event, meal, or activity that will occur during a trip, or a necessary expense that will 
be incurred during a trip, with express or implicit knowledge or understanding that one or more House Members or employees 
may participate in or attend that trip or event, or otherwise may be beneficiaries of the gift or donation.  Provide a copy of your 
completed form to the primary sponsor of the trip. 

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 
Failure to comply with the Committee�s Travel Regulations may also lead to the denial of permission to sponsor future trips.  
Signatures must comply with section 104(bb) of the Travel Regulations. 

1. Name of Primary Trip Sponsor for this trip:   
  

2. Name of your organization:   
 

3. Yes   No   Is your organization designated a § 501(c)(3) charitable organization by the Internal Revenue Service? 

4. Yes   No   Does your organization receive funding from any foreign government or multinational organization? 

5. Check one.  I certify that my organization: 

a.       Has provided a grant, gift, or donation to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor and conducts an audit or review of its 
grant, gift, or donation to ensure that the funds are spent in accordance with the terms of its grant, gift, or donation. OR 

b. Has had a direct role in the organizing, planning, or conducting of a trip to 

Destination:  on Date: 

that is being organized or arranged by the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor.  OR 

c.   Has provided in-kind support to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor (e.g., meeting planning assistance,  
     meeting space and set-up, and paying for expenses related to this trip directly to the service provider). 

6. Check only one: 

a. My organization does not employ or retain a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent OR 

b.     My organization employs a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent, but their involvement in planning, 
organizing, or arranging the trip was de minimis under the travel regulations. 

7. I certify by my signature that  
a. I read and understand the Committee�s Travel Regulations; 
b. I am not a registered federal lobbyist or registered foreign agent;  
c. I am an officer of this organization and am duly authorized to sign this form; and  
d. The information on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 
Signature:  

Name:  

Date:  

Title:  

Organization:  

Address:   

Telephone:  Email:   
 

If there are questions regarding this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103 or travel.requests@mail.house.gov. 
 
last updated 7/2023 

Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation

Indiana Soybean Alliance

Los Angeles, California Sept. 5 to Sept. 7, 2024

Chantel Rammel Digitally signed by Chantel Rammel 
Date: 2024.07.19 09:36:36 -04'00' 7-19-24

Chantel Rammel COO

Indiana Soybean Alliance, Inc.

8425 Keystone Crossing, Suite 200, Indianapolis, IN 46240

317-347-3620 CRammel@indianasoybean.com



the Committee�s Travel Regulations may also lead to the denial of permission to sponsor future trips.

I read and understand the Committee�s Travel Regulations;

Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation

HERO BX

Los Angeles, California Sept. 5 to Sept. 7, 2024

Tim Keaveney Exec VP Business Developm

HERO BX

1540 East Lake Road, Suite 300, Erie, PA 16511

814-490-8897 tkeaveney@herobx.com





 

ADDITIONAL TRIP SPONSOR FORM 
This form should be completed by an organization that provides funds, services, or in-kind assistance to another entity to 
underwrite, in whole or in part, a trip or an event, meal, or activity that will occur during a trip, or a necessary expense that will 
be incurred during a trip, with express or implicit knowledge or understanding that one or more House Members or employees 
may participate in or attend that trip or event, or otherwise may be beneficiaries of the gift or donation.  Provide a copy of your 
completed form to the primary sponsor of the trip. 

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 
Failure to comply with the Committee�s Travel Regulations may also lead to the denial of permission to sponsor future trips.  
Signatures must comply with section 104(bb) of the Travel Regulations. 

1. Name of Primary Trip Sponsor for this trip:   
  

2. Name of your organization:   
 

3. Yes   No   Is your organization designated a § 501(c)(3) charitable organization by the Internal Revenue Service? 

4. Yes   No   Does your organization receive funding from any foreign government or multinational organization? 

5. Check one.  I certify that my organization: 

a.       Has provided a grant, gift, or donation to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor and conducts an audit or review of its 
grant, gift, or donation to ensure that the funds are spent in accordance with the terms of its grant, gift, or donation. OR 

b. Has had a direct role in the organizing, planning, or conducting of a trip to 

Destination:  on Date: 

that is being organized or arranged by the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor.  OR 

c.   Has provided in-kind support to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor (e.g., meeting planning assistance,  
     meeting space and set-up, and paying for expenses related to this trip directly to the service provider). 

6. Check only one: 

a. My organization does not employ or retain a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent OR 

b.     My organization employs a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent, but their involvement in planning, 
organizing, or arranging the trip was de minimis under the travel regulations. 

7. I certify by my signature that  
a. I read and understand the Committee�s Travel Regulations; 
b. I am not a registered federal lobbyist or registered foreign agent;  
c. I am an officer of this organization and am duly authorized to sign this form; and  
d. The information on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 
Signature:  

Name:  

Date:  

Title:  

Organization:  

Address:   

Telephone:  Email:   
 

If there are questions regarding this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103 or travel.requests@mail.house.gov. 
 
last updated 7/2023 

Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation

Minnesota Soybean Processors

Los Angeles, California Sept. 5 to Sept. 7, 2024

Jeramie L Weller Digitally signed by Jeramie L Weller 
Date: 2024.07.16 15:56:21 -05'00' 07/16/2024

Jeramie Weller General Manager

Minnesota Soybean Processors

121 Zeh Ave, P.O. Box 100, Brewster, MN 56119-0100

507-842-6696 jeramie.weller@mnsoy.com



 

ADDITIONAL TRIP SPONSOR FORM 
This form should be completed by an organization that provides funds, services, or in-kind assistance to another entity to 
underwrite, in whole or in part, a trip or an event, meal, or activity that will occur during a trip, or a necessary expense that will 
be incurred during a trip, with express or implicit knowledge or understanding that one or more House Members or employees 
may participate in or attend that trip or event, or otherwise may be beneficiaries of the gift or donation.  Provide a copy of your 
completed form to the primary sponsor of the trip. 

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 
Failure to comply with the Committee�s Travel Regulations may also lead to the denial of permission to sponsor future trips.  
Signatures must comply with section 104(bb) of the Travel Regulations. 

1. Name of Primary Trip Sponsor for this trip:   
  

2. Name of your organization:   
 

3. Yes   No   Is your organization designated a § 501(c)(3) charitable organization by the Internal Revenue Service? 

4. Yes   No   Does your organization receive funding from any foreign government or multinational organization? 

5. Check one.  I certify that my organization: 

a.       Has provided a grant, gift, or donation to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor and conducts an audit or review of its 
grant, gift, or donation to ensure that the funds are spent in accordance with the terms of its grant, gift, or donation. OR 

b. Has had a direct role in the organizing, planning, or conducting of a trip to 

Destination:  on Date: 

that is being organized or arranged by the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor.  OR 

c.   Has provided in-kind support to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor (e.g., meeting planning assistance,  
     meeting space and set-up, and paying for expenses related to this trip directly to the service provider). 

6. Check only one: 

a. My organization does not employ or retain a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent OR 

b.     My organization employs a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent, but their involvement in planning, 
organizing, or arranging the trip was de minimis under the travel regulations. 

7. I certify by my signature that  
a. I read and understand the Committee�s Travel Regulations; 
b. I am not a registered federal lobbyist or registered foreign agent;  
c. I am an officer of this organization and am duly authorized to sign this form; and  
d. The information on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 
Signature:  

Name:  

Date:  

Title:  

Organization:  

Address:   

Telephone:  Email:   
 

If there are questions regarding this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103 or travel.requests@mail.house.gov. 
 
last updated 7/2023 

Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation

Renewable Energy Group, Inc.

Los Angeles, California Sept. 5 to Sept. 7, 2024

July 17, 2024

Valerie B. Villaraza Assistant Secretary

Renewable Energy Group, Inc.

416 S. Bell Avenue, Ames, IA 50010

925-842-9206 valerie.steele@chevron.com



 

ADDITIONAL TRIP SPONSOR FORM 
This form should be completed by an organization that provides funds, services, or in-kind assistance to another entity to 
underwrite, in whole or in part, a trip or an event, meal, or activity that will occur during a trip, or a necessary expense that will 
be incurred during a trip, with express or implicit knowledge or understanding that one or more House Members or employees 
may participate in or attend that trip or event, or otherwise may be beneficiaries of the gift or donation.  Provide a copy of your 
completed form to the primary sponsor of the trip. 

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 
Failure to comply with the Committee�s Travel Regulations may also lead to the denial of permission to sponsor future trips.  
Signatures must comply with section 104(bb) of the Travel Regulations. 

1. Name of Primary Trip Sponsor for this trip:   
  

2. Name of your organization:   
 

3. Yes   No   Is your organization designated a § 501(c)(3) charitable organization by the Internal Revenue Service? 

4. Yes   No   Does your organization receive funding from any foreign government or multinational organization? 

5. Check one.  I certify that my organization: 

a.       Has provided a grant, gift, or donation to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor and conducts an audit or review of its 
grant, gift, or donation to ensure that the funds are spent in accordance with the terms of its grant, gift, or donation. OR 

b. Has had a direct role in the organizing, planning, or conducting of a trip to 

Destination:  on Date: 

that is being organized or arranged by the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor.  OR 

c.   Has provided in-kind support to the above-named Primary Trip Sponsor (e.g., meeting planning assistance,  
     meeting space and set-up, and paying for expenses related to this trip directly to the service provider). 

6. Check only one: 

a. My organization does not employ or retain a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent OR 

b.     My organization employs a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent, but their involvement in planning, 
organizing, or arranging the trip was de minimis under the travel regulations. 

7. I certify by my signature that  
a. I read and understand the Committee�s Travel Regulations; 
b. I am not a registered federal lobbyist or registered foreign agent;  
c. I am an officer of this organization and am duly authorized to sign this form; and  
d. The information on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 
Signature:  

Name:  

Date:  

Title:  

Organization:  

Address:   

Telephone:  Email:   
 

If there are questions regarding this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103 or travel.requests@mail.house.gov. 
 
last updated 7/2023 

Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation

Western Iowa Energy

Los Angeles, California Sept. 5 to Sept. 7, 2024

Bradley D. Wilson Digitally signed by Bradley D. Wilson 
Date: 2024.07.19 16:22:20 -05'00' 07/19/2024

Bradley Wilson President and General Manager

Western Iowa Energy

1220 S. Center Street, PO Box 399, Wall Lake, Iowa 51466

712-664-2173 bwilson@westerniowaenergy.com



 

 

August 29, 2024 
 

Ms. Jaylene Kennedy 
Office of the Honorable Cory Mills 
1237 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Ms. Kennedy: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves your 
proposed trip to Los Angeles, California, scheduled for September 5 to 7, 2024, sponsored by Clean 
Fuels Alliance Foundation (F/K/A National Biodiesel Foundation), ADM, Ag Processing, Inc., Clean 
Fuels Alliance America, GEVO, Inc., Hero BX, Indiana Soybean Alliance, Innovative AG Services, 
Minnesota Soybean Processors, Renewable Energy Group Inc., and Western Iowa Energy, LLC.    We 
remind you that, because the trip sponsor employs a federal lobbyist, you may participate in officially-
connected activity on one calendar day only. 
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form completed 
by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from travel.  As part 
of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the Traveler and Primary 
Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to the Committee in seeking 
pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual Financial Disclosure Statement, you 
must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 from a single source on the “Travel” 
schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel 
Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy of all request forms and supporting information 
provided to the Committee for three subsequent Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                  
         Michael Guest            Susan Wild   

                             Chairman                               Ranking Member 
MG/SW:rp 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Susan Wild, Pennsylvania 
Ranking Member 

 
David P. Joyce, Ohio 

John H. Rutherford, Florida 
Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 
Michelle Fischbach, Minnesota 

 
Veronica Escobar, Texas 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 

Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 
 

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Keelie Broom 

Counsel to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 
Facsimile: (202) 225–7392 



 
Participants are required to wear closed toed shoes. 

   
 

  
2024 California Clean Fuels Congressional Tour 
Sustainable Aviation Fuels and Environmental Justice 

THURSDAY, September 5, 2024 
5:10 pm ET Direct flights from Washington, DC Reagan National Airport (DCA) to Los Angeles 

International Airport (LAX). Participants arrive at the airport prior to the flight. 
DL 392  
AA 1240 (5:20 PM) 

7:40 pm PT Participants arrive in LAX, California 
AA 1240 (8:20 PM) 

8:00 – 9:00 pm PT Guests arrive at Aloft El Segundo Hotel – Los Angeles Airport (475 North Pacific 
Coast Highway, El Segundo, CA 90245, 424-290-5555) 

Thursday is a travel day. There are no official events scheduled. 

FRIDAY, September 6, 2024 
7:30 am  Meet in Hotel outside Tactic Room for Breakfast (Aloft El Segundo Hotel – Los 

Angeles Airport, 475 North Pacific Coast Highway, El Segundo, CA 90245, 424-290-
5555) 

8:00 am to 10:00 am Tour starts at hotel in Conference Room (Tactic Room) 

Welcome and Agenda Overview (10 min.) -- Tom Verry, Executive Director, and Michael Dolch, Director, 
Clean Fuels Foundation 

Industry Update and 101 (30 min.) -- Paul Winters, Director of Public Affairs, Clean Fuels, will give 
participants an overview of the biodiesel, renewable diesel, and SAF industry and the federal policies that 
support its growth, such as the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) and tax credits. 

California’s Low Carbon Fuel Standard (30 min.) -- Cory-Ann Wind, Director of State Regulatory Affairs, Clean 
Fuels, will help participants understand how state clean fuel programs operate on the West Coast – 
including California, Oregon, Washington, and New Mexico. Cory-Ann will discuss results from Trinity 
Consultants’ study for Clean Fuels of the public health benefits of replacing petroleum diesel with biodiesel. 

Using Data to Improve Farm-Level Sustainability (30 min.) -- Jose Quan, Manager, Advanced Engineering, 
John Deere, will explain how navigation technology developed in California is assisting farmers across the 
United States get more yield from existing acres while using fewer inputs. 

 
10:00 am Depart hotel for Metrolink (1555 N. San Fernando Rd., Los Angeles, CA 90065) 

10:40 am to 12:15 pm Arrive at Metrolink and tour the facility  

Meeting the Decarbonization Needs of Rail – Lisa Colicchio, Sustainability Director, with Metrolink – Southern 
California Regional Rail Authority, will provide a facility tour and discuss the state and local policies 
encouraging railroads to use low-carbon and zero-emission fuels.  



   
 

   
 

12:20 pm Depart Metro Link for World Energy Facility (14700 Downey Ave. Paramount, Ca 
90723) 

1:00 pm Arrive at World Energy for lunch and facility tour 

1:00 pm to 2:00 pm Participate in Roundtable discussion during lunch 

Industry Roundtable – Paul Winters, Clean Fuels Alliance America, will moderate the Roundtable discussion.  
Biodiesel and renewable diesel producers will discuss the importance of federal and state policies. 
Participants will learn how the industry has grown since the implementation of key federal policies and 
what happens to businesses when the policies are unstable. Panelists include Jeramie Weller and Jerod 
Wolff, Minnesota Soybean Processors; Michael Dolch, Ag Processing Inc.; Joe Gershen, Western Iowa 
Energy; Jeff Cavanagh, Chevron Renewable Energy Group; Kent Hartwig, GEVO. 
2:00 pm to 3:30 pm Tour World Energy Facility Terminal 

Ramping Up Production of SAF – Gary Grimes, Director of Business Development Sustainability at World 
Energy, will lead a tour of the facility and discuss the project’s continued growth and development. World 
Energy has been producing renewable jet fuel for California customers and is looking to expand production 
at the Paramount and other U.S. facilities. 

3:30 pm Depart World Energy for Titan Terminal (4570 Ardine St., South Gate, CA, 
90280) 

3:50 pm to 5:00 pm Arrive and tour Titan Terminal 

Infrastructure for Renewable Fuels – Jaron Bentrude, VP of Operations for Titan Terminal & Transport, will 
provide a tour and overview of the logistics needed to distribute fuel to customers and how biodiesel, 
renewable diesel, and sustainable aviation fuel fit in. 

5:00 pm Depart Titan Terminal for Hennessey’s Tavern (8 Pier Ave., Hermosa Beach, CA, 
90254)   

6:00 pm to 7:00 pm Dinner and wrap-up Q&A at Hennessey’s Tavern, Hermosa Beach  

Tom Verry, Executive Director Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation will provide closing remarks and preside over 
an open discussion, and question and answer session. 

7:00 pm Tour officially over 
 

SATURDAY, September 7, 2024 
7:55 am PT Direct Flight to DCA/Extra night hotel stay. 

DL 392 (arrives DCA 3:59 pm ET) 
AA 1240 (arrives DCA 4:00 pm ET) 
 

 



2024 CA Clean Fuels Congressional Tour 

Friday, September 6, 2024 
 

   
 

Sustainable Aviation Fuels and Environmental Justice 

Tour Participants 
Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation Hosts 

 

Tom Verry 
Executive Director, 
Clean Fuels Alliance 
Foundation 
tom@cleanfuelsfoundation.org 

Tom is also the Director of Outreach 
and Development for Clean Fuels 
Alliance America. He works to establish 
relationships with key stakeholders 
including feedstock suppliers, state 
soybean associations, fuel suppliers, 
end-users, policy makers, government 
agencies, and environmental/health 
groups. Tom also works to identify and 
access resources that will address the 
needs of the organization and the 
industry. 
 

 

Michael Dolch 
Director, Government Affairs 
Ag Processing Inc 
712-370-8188 
mdolch@agp.com 
 
Director, Clean Fuels Alliance 
Foundation  

As the Director of Government Affairs 
for Ag Processing Inc (AGP), Michael is 
responsible for developing and 
executing government relations 
strategies supporting AGP’s cooperative 
members and their farmer owners. 
Michael began his career in farm policy 
with Syngenta in Washington, DC, 
during the 2014 Farm Bill. He then 
served as a legislative assistant for 
Senator Joni Ernst (IA), advising on 
agriculture, trade, and biofuels issues. 
Most recently, Michael led policy 
development and grassroots advocacy 
at the Iowa Soybean Association as the 
Senior Director of Public Affairs. His 
efforts were instrumental in mobilizing 
soybean farmers and advancing policies 
that benefited Iowa agriculture and the 
soybean industry. He remains involved 
on his family’s farm near Villisca, Iowa. 
Michael also serves as a director on the 
Clean Fuels Foundation Board. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

pg. 2 
 

Speakers 

 

Jaron Bentrude 
Vice President, 
Titan Terminal & Transport 
jbentrude@titanterminal.com 

Jaron has been at Titan for four years 
running Titan’s railroad terminal located 
in southern Los Angeles. Prior to 
working at Titan, Jaron was a 
Mechanical Engineer in the Aerospace 
industry for 6six years. He is originally 
from Salt Lake City and played football 
for Utah State University. 
 

 

Lisa Colicchio 
Sustainability Director 
MetroLink 
ColicchioL@scrra.net 

As Sustainability Director for Metrolink, 
the third largest regional rail service in 
the nation, Lisa is leading the path to a 
zero emissions future with her 
development of a progressive 2030 
Climate Action Plan. She spearheaded 
the bold move to eliminate all 
petroleum-based fossil fuels in their 
locomotive fleet; Metrolink is the first 
rail agency in the nation to power all 
trains with 100% recycled natural fats 
and vegetable oils.  
Previously as Vice President and 
founding member of sustainability at 
CBRE, Lisa developed climate strategies 
and CSR programs across global sites. 
 

 

Gary Grimes 
Director, Business 
Development Sustainability 
World Energy 
ggrimes@worldenergy.net 

Gary helps World Energy innovate and 
integrate new ways to drive down the 
carbon score and take the risk on the 
front side of technology. Before World 
Energy, Gary worked for the oil refiner 
predecessors at Paramount for 27 years 
in various capacities, including as a 
representative to CEC and CARB. 
During this time, he played a significant 
role in developing the small refiner 
provisions of the CARB diesel and LCFS 
regulations. Gary holds an MBA from 
Stanford Graduate School of Business 
and a BS in Chemical Engineering from 
Montana State University. 
 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/metrolinktrains.com/about/agency/sustainability/___.YXAzOmNsZWFuZnVlbHM6YTpvOjI5YzMzYWFlOTY1YmE3N2Q1NmNhMzkyZWM0MTA1M2Q4OjY6MjkwODpjZDZjZTFhNTVhMDFhN2FlOWU3NDVkZDE1ZmQ3ZTlhNGU2NjE4ZGNhMWM0YTQ3NThiMTQzZDViYzRjOTgxMmY1OnA6VDpO
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Jose Quan 
Manager, Advanced 
Engineering 
John Deere Intelligent 
Solutions Group (ISG) 

Jose is currently Manager, Advanced 
Engineering, at John Deere Intelligent 
Solutions Group (ISG) in Torrance, 
California. In prior roles, Jose served as 
Supervisor of Systems Engineering at 
ISG, as well as Senior System and 
Senior Design Engineer. Jose was a 
Design Engineer at Litton Consulting 
Group (Navcom) when it was purchased 
by John Deere in 1998. Jose earned 
bachelor’s and master’s degree in 
electrical and computer engineering 
from the University of Southern 
California, and a master's degree in 
system design & management from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
 

 

Cory-Ann Wind 
Director, State Regulatory 
Affairs, 
Clean Fuels Alliance America 
cwind@cleanfuels.org 

Located in Portland, Oregon, Cory-Ann’s 
primary focus is advancing state and 
regional policy efforts on the West 
Coast. Cory-Ann has 30 years’ 
experience in developing programs and 
policies to address air pollution, 
transportation emissions, and climate 
change at the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality. Most recently, 
she led the development and 
implementation of the Oregon Clean 
Fuels Program. 
 

 

Paul Winters 
Director, Public Affairs and 
Federal Communications, 
Clean Fuels Alliance America 
pwinters@cleanfuels.org 

Paul leads communications efforts and 
media outreach on federal policy 
priorities. He helps Clean Fuels 
members build robust relationships with 
members of Congress and provides 
tools to educate stakeholders about the 
effectiveness of federal policies and the 
benefits of biodiesel and renewable 
diesel. 
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House Congressional Staff  

 

Katie Donohue 
Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Seth Moulton (D-MA-6) 
Katie.Donahue@mail.house.go
v 

Katie advises on Congressman 
Moulton’s transportation priorities, 
including passenger rail, freight rail, 
commuter rail, and safe streets work. 
Previously, she worked at the Eno 
Center for Transportation researching 
why U.S. transit costs so much and 
takes so long to build compared to 
abroad. 
 

 

Kei Fujisawa 
Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Kim Schrier (D-WA-8) 
Kei.Fujisawa@mail.house.gov 

Raised between Tokyo, Japan, and 
Wisconsin, Kei graduated from UC 
Berkeley in 2018 and entered the 
medical device industry as a chemical 
engineer. He transitioned to public 
service and currently serves as a 
Legislative Assistant in Rep. Schrier’s 
office, managing energy and 
environmental issues for her role on the 
Energy Subcommittee of Energy and 
Commerce. 
 

 

Doug Gordon 
Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Marc Molinaro (R-NY-19) 
Doug.Gordon@mail.house.gov 

Doug is a legislative assistant for Rep. 
Molinaro handling agriculture, financial 
services, and tax policy. Before working 
on the Hill, Doug worked for 
government relations firms Invariant 
and the Normandy Group.  
 

 

Kevin Griffen 
Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Andre Carson (D-IN-7) 
Kevin.Griffen@mail.house.gov 

Kevin is a legislative assistant for 
Congressman Carson, who represents 
Indianapolis. After working for various 
political campaigns as an organizer, he 
worked for Senator Amy Klobuchar as a 
staff assistant. He loves traveling, 
whether for work or fun, and in his free 
time he likes to spend time with friends 
and family. Kevin graduated from 
Wabash College with a Bachelor of Arts 
in Political Science. 
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Jaylene Kennedy 
Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Cory Mills (R-FL-7) 
Jaylene.Kennedy@mail.house.
gov 

Jaylene is from South Florida and 
currently works for Rep. Mills of the 
east Orlando area. Jaylene’s issue areas 
include natural resources, agriculture, 
environment, transportation, and 
healthcare. In her free time, she enjoys 
golfing with her friends. 

 

Katie McNiffe 
Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Richard Hudson (R-NC-9) 
Kaitlin.McNiffe@mail.house.go
v 

Katie covers Rep. Hudson’s energy, 
environment, commerce, natural 
resources, education, workforce, 
transportation, infrastructure, financial 
services, judiciary, and tax portfolio. 
She graduated from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and began 
working for the Representative in 2021.  
 

 
 

Nate Robinson 
Sr. Legislative Assistant 
Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-
DE-At Large) 
Nathan.Robinson@mail.house.
gov 
 

Nate is a Senior Legislative Assistant for 
Congresswoman Rochester. He handles 
her energy, environment, and 
agriculture portfolios, while also staffing 
her on the energy subcommittee.  
 

 

Gianna Watson 
Legislative Aide 
Rep. Michelle Fischbach (R-
MN-7) 
Gianna.Watson@mail.house.go
v 

Originally from Houston, Gianna is a 
graduate of Texas Tech University. She 
currently serves as Legislative Aide for 
Rep. Fischbach. She has experience in 
production agriculture through working 
on corn/soybean/cotton and hog 
operations and multiple large ag 
companies. Gianna has policy interests 
in agriculture and energy issues. 
 

Senate Congressional Staff  

 

Aria Austin 
Legislative Aide 
Sen. John Fetterman (D-PA) 
Aria_Austin@Fetterman.senate
.gov 

Aria currently serves as a legislative 
aide for Senator Fetterman. Her areas 
of concentration include energy & 
natural resources, agriculture & 
nutrition, appropriations, animal 
welfare, arts & humanities, science, 
interior, trade, tech/telecoms, veterans, 
innovation and manufacturing. Aria 
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additionally serves as the Community 
Service Chair for the Women’s 
Congressional Staff Association and as 
Secretary for the Senate Black 
Legislative Staff Caucus. 
 

 

Prerna Bhat 
Climate and Environment 
Legislative Assistant 
Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ) 
prerna_bhat@booker.senate.g
ov 

Prerna is an Austin, Texas, native who, 
as an evolutionary biologist and wildlife 
conservationist by training, entered the 
political world to help elect and support 
leaders who actually believe in climate 
change and the need for equitable 
environmental justice solutions. She 
currently serves as the Climate and 
Environment Legislative Assistant for 
Senator Booker, and was previously the 
Climate, Energy, and Environmental 
Policy Legislative Aide for Senator 
Elizabeth Warren. 
 

 

Catelyn Caldwell 
Legislative Correspondent 
Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) 
Catelyn_Caldwell@Duckworth.
senate.gov 

Cate currently serves as a legislative 
correspondent covering the energy, 
environment, environmental justice, 
and agriculture portfolio for Senator 
Duckworth. She is also a Master of 
Public Administration and Policy 
candidate at American University with 
aspirations of combining her expertise 
and knowledge to advocate for and 
provide policy recommendations that 
advance environmental equity, alleviate 
hunger and food insecurity, and create 
sustainable energy solutions, especially 
for marginalized communities. 
 

 

Trenton Hoekstra 
Legislative Assistant 
Sen Joni Ernst (R-IA) 
Trenton_Hoekstra@ernst.senat
e.gov 

Trenton is a Legislative Assistant in 
Senator Ernst’s office covering 
agriculture and biofuels. Before moving 
to DC, he grew up on a farm near 
Sheldon, Iowa, where his family raises 
hogs and grows corn and soybeans. 
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James Longley 
Legislative Assistant 
Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-
WV) 
james_longley@capito.senate.
gov 

James currently handles all of Senator 
Capito’s aviation work and coordinates 
with her staff on the Environment and 
Public Works Committees on energy 
issues. Previously, he worked for 
Senator Portman (R-OH) and 
Congressman Fitzpatrick (R-PA). He 
also worked at Airlines for America, the 
trade association for the country’s 
largest air carriers. 
 

 
 

Keelan Rice 
Legislative Correspondent 
Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) 
Keelan_Rice@duckworth.senat
e.gov 

Keelan is a Legislative Correspondent 
for Transportation Policy for Senator 
Duckworth.  
 

Agency Personnel 

 

Don Holly 
Public Affairs Specialist 
EPA Office of Transportation 
and Air Quality 
Holly.Don@epa.gov 
 

Newly joined from Peace Corps’ staff, 
Don is now working in renewable 
biofuels and environmental justice for 
EPA. He is a graduate of Oklahoma 
State’s International Agriculture 
graduate program and brings a wealth 
of agricultural knowledge to OTAQ. 
 

Sponsors  

 

Jeff Cavanagh 
Corporate Affairs Advisor 
Chevron Renewable Energy 
Group 
202-826-4117 
JCavanagh@chevron.com 
 
 

Jeffrey Cavanagh is a Corporate Affairs 
Advisor with Chevron Renewable Energy 
Group’s Corporate Affairs and 
Development team. In his current role, 
he focuses on renewable fuels, 
renewable natural gas, and hydrogen 
policy issues. His previous roles in 
Chevron have included positions 
supporting Chevron New Energies, 
Corporate Strategy and Sustainability, 
and Government Affairs teams. He 
holds a Bachelor of Arts from Bowdoin 
College and a Master of Science in 
Foreign Service from Georgetown 
University. 
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Joe Gershen 
Director of California Sales & 
Marketing 
Western Iowa Energy / Agron 
Bioenergy 
310-962-0488 
joegershen@EncoreBioRenewa
bles.com 
 
 

Joe Gershen manages California fuel 
sales on behalf of Western Iowa Energy 
(Wall Lake, IA) & Agron Bioenergy 
(Watsonville, CA). Joe has been a 
climate leader and clean-technology 
entrepreneur since 2001. He is also the 
founder and president of both Encore 
BioRenewables, a sustainable products 
consultancy, and Clean Carbon Group, a 
renewable energy marketing & business 
development advisory. Joe served on 
the California Energy Commission’s 
Clean Transportation Program Advisory 
Committee from 2012-2020 and co-
founded the California Advanced 
Biofuels Alliance (CABA), the state 
industry trade association. He currently 
serves as CABA's vice-chair. 
 

 

Kent Hartwig 
Director, State Government 
Relations 
Gevo, Inc. 
515-783-7536 
khartwig@gevo.com 

Kent Hartwig is the Director of State 
Government Affairs of Gevo, Inc. where 
he enacts low carbon policies at the 
state and local level. Prior to Gevo, Kent 
engaged legislators on behalf of the 
Iowa and Minnesota Senates as well as 
the Iowa Department of Veterans 
Affairs. He also worked for Renewable 
Energy Group (REG), a leading producer 
of biodiesel and renewable diesel. Kent 
is involved in the operation of his 
family’s century-old farm in Olin, Iowa. 
 

 

Jeramie Weller 
General Manager, Minnesota 
Soybean Processors (MnSP) 
218-340-9235 
Jeramie.Weller@mnsoy.com 
 

Jeramie Weller has over 16 years of 
experience in the Oilseed and Biofuel 
Processing Industry. Jeramie spent 
nearly 12 years with Cargill in various 
crush plants that crushed soybeans, 
canola, sunflower and flax seeds, 
refined various vegetable oils and 
produced biodiesel. He has been the 
General Manager for MnSP since 
September of 2019. MnSP is a 2200 
member owned cooperative, located in 
Brewster, MN that crushes 38 million 
bushels of soybeans and produces over 
35 million gallons of biodiesel each 
year. MnSP has been producing 
biodiesel since 2005.  
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Jerod Wolff 
Commercial Manager 
Minnesota Soybean Processors 
763-297-3687 
jerod.wolff@mnsoy.com 

Jerod is the Commercial Manager for 
Minnesota Soybean Processors. Jerod 
has over 10 years of experience in 
commodity trading and logistics. Prior 
to working for MnSP he spent time with 
Gavilon, Indigo Ag. and Global 
Processing. MnSP is a 2200 member 
owned cooperative located in Brewster, 
MN which crushes 38 million bushels of 
soybeans and produces over 35 million 
gallons of biodiesel each year. MnSP 
began producing biodiesel in 2005.  
 

Industry Representative 

 

Joanie Daye 
Senior Key Account and New 
Business Manager 
BASF 
joanie.daye@basf.com 

Working with BASF since 2009, Joanie is 
a Senior Key Account and New Business 
Manager in the Inorganics Division. 
Among many inorganic salts, BASF 
produces Sodium Methylate, the 
catalyst that converts feedstock (soy, 
canola, animal fats, used cooking oil) 
along with methanol to make biodiesel. 
BASF has two Sodium Methylate 
production plants, one in Ludwigshafen 
Germany and one in Brazil. BASF 
imports the material and stock to 
Chicago and Houston. Joanie has been 
in the chemical industry since 1988 
holding senior positions in Customer 
Care, Product Management, Distribution 
Management, Market Research and Key 
Accounts Management. 

 

 
Thank you sponsors. 
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