














 

 

 

September 3, 2024 
 

Mr. Kyle McKay 
Office of the Honorable Eric Burlison 
1108 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. McKay: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Cambridge, Maryland, scheduled for September 4 to 6, 2024, sponsored by 
Conservative Partnership Institute, Inc.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                  
         Michael Guest            Susan Wild   

                             Chairman                               Ranking Member 
MG/SW:eme 
  

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Susan Wild, Pennsylvania 
Ranking Member 

 
David P. Joyce, Ohio 

John H. Rutherford, Florida 
Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 
Michelle Fischbach, Minnesota 

 
Veronica Escobar, Texas 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 

Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
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Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Keelie Broom 

Counsel to the Chairman 
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Counsel to the Ranking Member 
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Conservative Partnership Institute’s (CPI)
Legislative Director Retreat

Wednesday, September 4th - Friday, September 6th, 2024

Wednesday, September 4th

9:00 am Depart from Washington, D.C. 20003

11:00 am Arrive at Cambridge, MD 21613

11:00 - 12:30 pm Check-in and Orientation

12:30 – 1:30 pm Lunch and Welcome
Welcome address, group introductions, and an overview of the retreat’s objectives.
Speaker: Hugh Fike, CPI

1:30 – 2:30 pm SESSION 1: Working with an Administration
A discussion of best practices for working with the Executive Branch, including
communicating with agencies and tracking their agendas and initiatives. This session
will include a deep-dive into past deregulatory policies and Congress’ role.
Speaker: Wesley Denton, CPI

2:30 – 3:00 pm Executive Time

3:00 – 4:30 pm SESSION 2: Second Amendment Policy
Pratt leads a conversation about conservative Second Amendment policy proposals and
principles that should inform approaches to firearm legislation. Erich Pratt will talk about
Congress’ interaction with the executive branch, namely the ATF, and how Conservatives
approach policymaking.
Speaker: Erich Pratt, Gun Owners of America

4:30 – 6:00 pm SESSION 3: Immigration Policy
Overview of conservative immigration policy proposals, including policies related to
removal of aliens unlawfully present in the United States. Speakers will talk about past
immigration policy, current proposals, and how working with the executive and
judicial branches informs immigration policy.
Speaker: Rosemary Jenks, Immigration Accountability Project, and Grant Newman,
Immigration Accountability Project

6:00 – 6:30 pm Executive Time



6:30 – 8:00 pm Dinner: Policy in Practice
Drawing from his years of experience working on Capitol Hill, Clint Brown will lead a
discussion on lessons learned from his time working for the Senate Steering
Committee and advising Senators in policy and communications.
Speaker: Clint Brown, Green Dragon

Thursday, September 5th:

8:00 – 9:00 am Breakfast Buffet

9:00 – 11:00 am SESSION 4: How does Reconciliation Work and What Policies are able to be
Included?

Deep dive into the budget reconciliation process, the role of each chamber, and policies
that can be included. The session will include an overview of the timeline for
reconciliation, what Members of Congress can push for, and how leaders and
parliamentarians determine which policies are included.
Speakers: Paul Winfree, Economic Policy Innovation Center

11:00 - 11:30 am Executive Time

11:30 – 12:30 pm LUNCH and SESSION 5: Working with your Communications Team
Strategies for how legislative and communications teams can work together to
effectively message your boss’ priorities. Sondra Clark will share insider tips on how
legislative staff can understand communications staff approach to issues faced in
Congress.
Speaker: Sondra Clark, Revere Project

12:30 – 3:00 pm Executive Time

3:00 – 4:00 pm SESSION 6: Election Integrity
Overview of election laws and initiatives to increase voter confidence in election
results. Jason Snead will present data on voter confidence, review legislation that has
been introduced in response to decreased voter confidence, and discuss the role of the
federal government in elections.
Speaker: Jason Snead, Honest Elections Project

4:00 – 4:30 pm Executive Time

4:30 – 5:30 pm SESSION 7: Putting Conservative Philosophy into Practice
This session will include a survey of the philosophy of the American political tradition
from the Founding until today and research on the tenets of classical liberalism in light of
modern debates on conservative policy and identity politics. Dr. Foster will talk about the
future of Conservative political movements in America.
Speaker: Luke Foster, Hillsdale College



5:30 – 6:00 pm Executive Time

6:00 – 7:30 pm Dinner: Economic Policy and the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
A historical overview of the outcomes and policy consequences of the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act. Mr. Moore will also address the future of tax policy and legislative
opportunities for Conservatives.
Speaker: Stephen Moore, Heritage Foundation (via Zoom)

Friday, September 6th:
8:00 – 9:00 am Breakfast & SESSION 8: Wrap-up Discussion

Discussion of takeaways from the retreat, led by Phil Reboli

9:00 am Travel from Cambridge, MD 21613

11:30 am Travel to Washington, D.C. 20003



Private Trip Sponsor Form Addendum
Question #4: (Name, title, description)

1) Alyssa Holguin, Legislative Director - Rep. Anna Paulina Luna (Invited as a legislative
staff member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to
improve legislative skills)

2) Daniel West, Legislative Director, Rep. Clay Higgins (Invited as a legislative staff
member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to
improve legislative skills)

3) Kyle McKay, Legislative Director - Rep. Eric Burlison (Invited as a legislative staff
member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to
improve legislative skills)

4) William Christian, Legislative Director - Rep. Randy Weber (Invited as a legislative staff
member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to
improve legislative skills)

5) Graham Wise, Legislative Director - Rep. Matt Rosendale (Invited as a legislative staff
member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to
improve legislative skills)

6) Marshall Macheledt, Legislative Director - Rep. Barry Moore (Invited as a legislative staff
member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to
improve legislative skills)

7) Scott Knittle, Legislative Director - Rep. Greg Steube (Invited as a legislative staff
member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to
improve legislative skills)

8) Lauren Graham, Legislative Director - Rep. Josh Brecheen (Invited as a legislative staff
member for a Member interested in conservative principles and policy seeking to
improve legislative skills)
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