
















 

 
 

Government Affairs Congressional Forum 
2024 NFL DRAFT  

Detroit, MI 
 

Agenda 
Thursday, April 25, 2024 - Friday, April 26, 2024 

 
 
Thursday, April 25, 2024 
 
6:00 AM – 7:37 AM  Delta Flight #2869 

Washington, DC to Detroit, MI 
 

8:30 AM – 9:00 AM Arrival Fort Pontchartrain Hotel 
 
9:00 AM – 10:20 AM Continental Breakfast 

Fort Pontchartrain Hotel, Summit Meeting Room – 25th Floor 
 
Pre-Session: History of the NFL Draft  
Brian McCarthy, SVP, NFL Football Operations 
Alex Riethmiller, VP, NFL Communications 
Provided an overview of the NFL Draft from the start in New York 
City to how it became a traveling Draft.  

 
10:30 AM – 10:45 AM  Welcome and Introductions 

Katie Hill, SVP, NFL Communications and Public Affairs  
 
    Legislative Briefings  
     
10:45 AM – 11:15 AM  Session #1: Stadium Construction and Municipal Bonds 

Matthew Shapiro, VP, NFL Events Strategy 
Brad Firestone, VP, NFL Tax and Risk Management 
Discussion of Federal-tax-exempt bonds as a tool to promote 
economic development at the local level that allow state and local 
governments low-cost financing for community economic 
development projects.    
 

11:15 AM – 11:45 PM  Session #2: 199-A, 1099-k 
Brad Firestone, VP, NFL Tax and Risk Management  
Provide an overview of the impact of the change in the 1099-k 
reporting threshold and how it could affect consumers and fans. The 
American Rescue Plan of 2021 lowered the 1099-k reporting 
threshold from $20,000 and 200 transactions to $600 and no 
transactions for 2022, which the IRS recently delayed to 2023. This 
change may affect season ticketholders and other fans who resell 
over $600 of tickets per year. Will include discussion of a permanent 
solution that would raise the threshold and reinstate a minimum 
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level of transactions. Additionally, Brad will discuss how 
implementation of the 199-A passthrough deduction impacts 
professional sports clubs and possible solutions as Congress 
considers extending this deduction.   
 

11:45 AM – 11:55 AM  Session #3: Legalized Sports Betting 
David Highhill, VP, Sports Betting, LSB Strategy, NFL  
Discussion of efforts by Congress and the Department of Justice to 
identify and pursue illegal offshore sportsbooks that continue to 
subvert the legal U.S. betting market, and how the NFL protects 
consumers and ensures the integrity of the game. 
 

11:55 AM – 12:10 PM  Travel to Ford Field 
 
12:10 PM – 12:45 PM  Session #4: Player Health & Safety 
    Jeff Miller, EVP, NFL Player Health & Safety 

Provide insight on how the league uses technology and resources to 
protect and advance player health and safety on gameday and 
beyond, including the league’s leading technology, techniques, 
rules, and policies that are designed to keep players 
safe.  Discussion of work partners such as AWS and equipment 
manufacturers to keep the game as safe as possible, and how these 
developments help protect youth and collegiate players as 
well. Includes hands-on demonstration of sideline safety equipment 
and technology on field. 
 
Session #5: Stadium and Game Broadcast Operations  
Jeff Miller, EVP, NFL Player Health & Safety  
Discuss stadium and game day broadcast operations and how 
officiating determines their decisions. 
 

12:45 PM – 1:30 PM   Working Lunch  
    Ford Field 
 

Session #6: Ticketing Reform  
Jonathan Nabavi, VP, NFL Public Policy & Government Affairs 
Discuss the effects of ticketing reform and ticketing practices. On 
January 24, 2023, the Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing 
on the recent Live Nation Entertainment/Ticketmaster Taylor Swift 
ticketing issues, sending a strong signal that reforms to the ticketing 
industry will be a priority for lawmakers in the 118th Congress. In 
2023, the Federal Trade Commission proposed ticket pricing 
reforms, and proposals at both the state and federal level include 
provisions that would benefit fans and live events. 

 
1:45 PM – 2:00 PM  Travel to Downtown Detroit Draft Site 
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2:00 PM – 3:15 PM  Session #7: Stadium Security – Drones & SAFETY Act, with 
Tour of Draft Theater & Experience 
Kenneth Edmonds, VP, NFL Public Policy & Government Affairs 
Ashley Hamilton, Director, NFL Events Strategy 
Nicki Ewell, Senior Director, NFL Events Fan Experiences 
 
Drones: Discussion of how counter-drone authority safeguards 
large scale events such as the Super Bowl. In 2023, bipartisan 
legislation was introduced in the Senate (S.1631) and the House 
Discussion will include potential legislative framework to counter 
threats posed by the illicit use of unmanned aircraft systems, 
particularly those that may jeopardize the safety and security of 
large-scale sporting and entertainment events. 
 
SAFETY Act:  
Discussion on the importance of the SAFETY Act in keeping fans 
safe. For FY2023, Congress enacted a 30 percent increase in 
funding for the Office of SAFETY Act Implementation, which will 
help address the backlog of SAFETY Act applications including 
those for NFL stadiums. The enacted FY2023 spending bill also 
requires the creation of an online dashboard that will create greater 
transparency for pending SAFETY Act applications. Discussion will 
include long-term solutions to ensure coverage does not lapse 
during future delays and while this current backlog is addressed, 
including long-term authority for DHS to extend SAFETY Act 
coverage should an application for renewal be delayed. 
 
Tour: The tour will highlight security aspects of such events held in 
large scale. Participants will view demonstrations of security 
parameters and meet with league security staff on site. The tour will 
also highlight the value of the league’s tentpole events in various 
cities and the economic impact the events have on state and local 
jobs, and the economy.  
 

3:15 PM – 3:30 PM  Walk to Fort Pontchartrain Hotel 
 
3:30 PM – 4:00 PM  Break 

 
    Legislative Briefings – Part Two 
 
4:00 PM – 4:40 PM  Session #8: Draft Eligibility and Federal NIL Legislation 

Arthur McAfee, SVP, NFL Football Pipeline Development 
Addressing potential Name, Image, and Likeness (“NIL”) legislation, 
including the 3-year rule, as well as the NFL Draft process. While no 
federal NIL bill was enacted in 2023, strong bipartisan interest 
remains in this issue. Congressional hearings are expected in 2024 
with legislative proposals to follow those hearings. Also includes 
discussion of the league’s collectively-bargained eligibility rules and 
the league’s methodical process around Draft. 



 
 
 

Page 4 
 
 
 
. 
     
4:40 PM – 5:00 PM   Session #9: Community Relations & Economic Impact 

Alexia Gallagher, VP, NFL Community Relations 
Provide insight on how the league’s tentpole events, such as the 
Super Bowl, Pro Bowl, and Draft, benefit and support communities 
throughout the United States, nationally and locally. NFL tentpole 
events, such as the Draft, brings thousands of jobs and tens of 
millions of dollars in economic activity to a local economy. 
Additionally, this economic activity generates new Government 
revenue that would not otherwise be realized if not for the league 
event.   
 

5:00 PM – 5:25 PM  Travel to Dinner 
 

5:25 PM – 7:15 PM  Closing Session and Dinner  
    Buddy’s Detroit-Style Pizza, Detroit, MI 
 

Session #10: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion  
Jonathan Beane, SVP and Chief DEI Officer, NFL 
The NFL is committed to DEI in hiring and promotion 
policies. Particularly with head coaching, general manager, and 
senior level leadership positions, the league is constantly refining 
policies that give candidates from all backgrounds the ability to 
participate and excel on and off the field. Providing diverse 
candidates with professional development and networking 
opportunities has been a cornerstone of league and club hiring 
practices and will continue to evolve in years to come.   

 
    End of Program 
     
7:15 PM – 7:35 PM  Travel to Fort Pontchartrain Hotel 
 
    
Friday, April 26, 2024 
 
7:30 AM   Check-out 

Fort Pontchartrain Hotel, Detroit, MI 
 
10:14 AM – 11:49 AM  Delta Flight #2476 

Detroit MI to Washington, DC 
     
 
 
 



U.S. HOUSE STAFF INVITE LIST

Name Position Office Reason for Participation

Robert Boland Chief of Staff House Majority Whip
Robert Boland is chief of staff for the House Majority Whip, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL 
to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Francis Brooke Policy Director House Majority Leader
Francis Brooke is policy director for the House Majority Leader, and will have input on issues of interest to the 
NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Aniela Butler Subcommittee Staff Director House Natural Resources Committee
Aniela Butler is subcommittee staff director for the House Subcommittee on Federal Lands, which has 
jurisdiction over issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Brandon Casey Staff Director House Ways & Means Committee
Brandon Casey is staff director for the House Ways and Means Committee, which has jurisdiction over issues 
of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

John Marcus Clark Director of Security House Homeland Security Committee
John Clark is director of security for the House Homeland Security Committee, which has jurisdiction over 
issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Rebecca "Becky" Cornell Chief of Staff House Democratic Caucus Chair
Rebecca Cornell is chief of staff for the House Democratic Caucus Chair, and will have input on issues of 
interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Kate Durkin Chief of Staff Rep. Jan Schakowsky
Kate Durkin is chief of staff for Rep. Jan Schakowsky, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL to be 
discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Jennifer Epperson Subcommittee Chief Counsel House Energy & Commerce Committee
Jennifer Epperson is chief counsel for the House Subcommittee on Commumications and Technology, which 
has jurisdiction over issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Garrett Fultz Deputy Chief of Staff Speaker of the House
Garrett Fultzis deputy chief of staf for the Speaker of the House, and will have input on issues of interest to 
the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Austin Girelli Deputy Legislative Director Rep. Elissa Slotkin
Austin Girelli is Deputy Legislative Director for Rep. Elissa Slotkin, and will have input on issues of interest to 
the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Hope Goins Staff Director House Homeland Security Committee
Hope Goins is staff director for the House Homeland Security Committee, which has jurisdiction over issues of 
interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Waverly Gordon
Deputy Staff Directory and General 
Counsel House Energy & Commerce Committee

Waverly Gordon is deputy staff director for the House Energy and Commerce Committee, which has 
jurisdiction over issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Tyler Grimm Chief Counsel for Policy and Strategy House Judiciary Committee
Tyler Grimm is chief counsel for policy and strategy for the House Judiciary Committee, which has jurisdiction 
over issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Andrew Grossman Chief Tax Counsel House Ways and Means Committee
Andrew Grossman is chief tax counsel for the House Ways and Means Committee, which has jurisdiction over 
issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Francis Grubar Deputy Chief of Staff/Comms Director Rep. Lori Trahan
Francis Grubar is deputy chief of staff for Rep. Lori Trahan, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL 
to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Tiffany Guarascio Staff Director House Energy & Commerce Committee
Tiffany Guarascio is staff director for the House Energy and Commerce Committee, which has jurisdiction over 
issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Hayden Haynes Chief of Staff Speaker of the House
Hayden Haynes is chief of staff for the Speaker of the House, and will have input on issues of interest to the 
NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Chris Hixon Staff Director House Judiciary Committee
Chris Hixon is staff director for the House Judiciary Committee, which has jurisdiction over issues of interest to 
the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Nate Hodson Staff Director House Energy & Commerce Committee
Nate Hodson is staff director for the House Energy and Commerce Committee, which has jurisdiction over 
issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Brett Horton Chief of Staff House Majority Leader
Brett Horton is chief of staff for the House Majority Leader, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL 
to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Tasia Jackson Chief of Staff House Minority Leader 
Tasia Jackson is chief of staff for the House Minority Leader, and will have input on issues of interest to the 
NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Sierra Kelley-Chung Deputy Chief of Staff Rep. Steven Horsford
Sierra Kelley-Chung is deputy chief of staff for Rep. Steven Horsford (CBC Chair), and will have input on issues 
of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Bijan (B.J.)  Koohmaraie Counsel House Majority Leader
Bijan Koohmaraie is counsel for the House Majority Leader, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL 
to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Michael Koren Subcommittee Staff Director House Homeland Security Committee
Michael Koren is subcommittee staff director for the House Subcommittee on Counterterrorism, which has 
jurisdiction over issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Tim Kurth Chief Counsel House Energy & Commerce Committee
Tim Kurth is chief counsel for the House Energy and Commerce Committee, which has jurisdiction over issues 
of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Meg Makarewicz Chief of Staff Rep. Debbie Dingell
Meg Makarewicz is chief of staff for Rep. Debbie Dingell, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL to 
be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Chris Maneval Deputy Chief of Staff House Majority Whip
Chris Maneval is deputy chief of staff for the House Majority Whip, and will have input on issues of interest to 
the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.
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Name Position Office Reason for Participation

Jeremy Marcus Chief of Staff Rep. Doris Matsui
Jeremy Marcus is chief of staff for Rep. Doris Matsui, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL to be 
discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Mark McDevitt Chief of Staff Rep. Lori Trahan
Mark McDervitt is chief of staff for Rep. Lori Trahan, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL to be 
discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Ashley Menzler Chief of Staff Rep. Guy Reschenthaler
Ashley Menzler is chief of staff for Rep. Guy Reschenthaler (House Chief Deputy Whip), and will have input on 
issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Vivian Moeglein Staff Director House Natural Resources Committee
Vivian Moeglein is staff director for the House Natural Resources Committee, which has jurisdiction over 
issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Ben Napier Floor Director House Majority Leader
Ben Napier is floor director for the House Majority Leader, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL 
to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Andrew Noh Chief of Staff Rep. Marilyn Strickland
Andrew Noh is chief of staff for Rep. Marilyn Stricklan, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL to 
be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Kate O'Connor Chief Counsel House Energy & Commerce Committee
Kate O'Connor is chief counsel for the House Energy and Commerce Committee, which has jurisdiction over 
issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Zoe Oreck Policy Director House Minority Leader
Zoe Oreck is policy director for the House Minority Leader, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL 
to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Joe Orlando Professional Staff Member House Energy & Commerce Committee
Joe Olando is a professional staff member for the House Energy and Commerce Committee, which has 
jurisdiction over issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Nancy Peele Chief of Staff Rep. Bruce Westerman 
Nancy Peele is chief of staff for Rep. Bruce Westerman, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL to 
be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

David Planning Floor Director House Majority Whip
David Planning is floor director for the House Majority Whip, and will have input on issues of interest to the 
NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Kathryn Chakmak Reed Tax Policy Advisor Rep. Jason Smith 
Kathryn Reed is tax policy advisor for Rep. Jason, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL to be 
discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Mitchell Rivard Chief of Staff Rep. Dale Kildee, Ways and Means
Mitchell Rivard is chief of staff for Rep. Dale Kildee (House W&M), and will have input on issues of interest to 
the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Victoria Rivas Policy Director House Democratic Caucus Chair
Victoria Rivas is policy director for the House Democratic Caucus Chair, and will have input on issues of 
interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Mark Roman Staff Director House Ways and Means Committee
Mark Roman is staff director for the House Ways and Means Committee, which has jurisdiction over issues of 
interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Jacqueline Sanchez Chief of Staff Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester
Jacqueline Sanchez is chief of staff for Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester, and will have input on issues of interest to 
the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Anne Sokolov Executive Director New Democrat Coalition
Ann Sokolov is executive director for the New Deomocrat Coalition, and will have input on issues of interest to 
the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Alec (AJ) Sugarman Policy Advisor House Majority Leader
Alec Sugarman is policy advisor for the House Majority Leader, and will have input on issues of interest to the 
NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Derek Theurer Chief Tax Counsel House Ways and Means Committee
Derek Theurer is chief tax counsel for the House Ways and Means Committee, which has jurisdiction over 
issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Lauren Toy Chief of Staff Rep. Susie Lee
Lauren Toy is chief of staff for Rep. Susie Lee, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL to be 
discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Sophie Trainor Chief of Staff Rep. Brett Guthrie 
Sophie Trainor is chief of staff for Rep. Brett Guthrie, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL to be 
discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Gordon Trowbridge Chief of Staff Rep. Elissa Slotkin
Gordon Trowbridge is chief of staff for Rep. Elissa Slotkin, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL 
to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Nicole Varner Chief of Staff Rep. Marc Veasey
Nicole Varner is chief of staff for Rep. Marc Veasey, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL to be 
discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Yelberton (Yebbie) Watkins Chief of Staff House Assistant Minority Leader
Yelberton Watkins is chief of staff for the House Assistant Minority Leader, and will have input on issues of 
interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Wayne Williams Deputy Chief of Staff House Minority Leader 
Wayne Williams is deputy chief of staff for the House Minority Leader, and will have input on issues of interest 
to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Ella Yates Member Services Director House Judiciary Committee
Ella Yates is the member services director for the House Judiciary Committee, which has jurisdiction over 
issues of interest to the NFL to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.

Dan Ziegler Policy Director Speaker of the House
Dan Ziegler is policy director for the Speaker of the House, and will have input on issues of interest to the NFL 
to be discussed at the Congressional Forum.
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