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______________________________________ 
              1  Please be aware that the Committee’s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department’s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov. 

 

March 29, 2024 
 

Mr. Mark Dreiling 
Office of the Honorable Don Bacon 
2104 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Dreiling: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Belgium and Poland,1 scheduled for April 1 to 6, 2024, sponsored by the 
Third Way Foundation.     
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 

that House employees may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts 
“of minimal value [currently $480] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use.  
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If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                 
        Michael Guest             Susan Wild    

                        Chairman                               Ranking Member 
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February 13, 2024

Mr. Mark Dreiling
Chief of Staff
Office of Representative Don Bacon
2104 Rayburn House Office Building

Dear Mark,

On behalf of the Progressive Policy Institute’s (PPI) New Ukraine Project and the Hudson Institute, we
would like to invite you to join us for a transatlantic trip to Brussels, Warsaw, and the US military base
in Rzeszów, Poland, departing on Monday, April 1 and returning on Saturday, April 6, 2024.

PPI and Hudson are proud to be partnering on this high-level trip that will feature a select, bipartisan
group of senior staff and foreign policy experts in the House and Senate committed to advancing
America’s global interests and supporting our international allies.

In Brussels and Warsaw, we will meet and learn from key officials in the EU, NATO and the newly elected
Polish government, along with local NGO and think tank experts, to gain new perspectives on the
importance of continued U.S. support for the war in Ukraine. In Rzeszów, also known as “J-Town,” not far
from the Ukrainian border, we will meet with U.S. military officials and get an up-close look at the
international military equipment being sent into Ukraine.

Among the key topics we will focus on:
● The consequences on the ground of US hesitancy to send additional military aid
● What European leaders believe is at stake in the war and why they are up stepping up their

assistance even as the US considers winding down
● What weapons and other military aid Ukraine needs to win the war as quickly as possible
● How Europeans believe the war is reshaping the global order, ushering in a new era of tension

and requiring a new kind of vigilance

PPI and Hudson are both nonprofit 501(c)(3) organizations with a shared mission of providing educational
programming on current policy issues, including transatlantic exchanges with international partners. This
trip is planned in compliance with House and Senate ethics rules.

We hope you will be able to join us for what promises to be an insightful and educational trip to Brussels,
Warsaw, and Rzeszów. Space is limited; please contact Stuart Malec at 860-508-8554 or
smalec@ppionline.org if you have questions or would like more information.

Regards,

Tamar Jacoby Dan McKivergan
Director of PPI’s New Ukraine Project Hudson Institute, VP of Government Relations

https://www.progressivepolicy.org/project/new-ukraine-project/
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