






































2024 Center Forward Issues Conference
Salamander Resort and Spa, Middleburg, VA

Friday, March 22nd – Sunday, March 24th, 2024

Friday, March 22nd, 2024

Recommended Attire: Casual

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm Conference Registration – Hamilton Room, The Salamander

Note: If you arrive after registration is closed, please join us at Lost
Barrel Brewing. Registration will reopen at 8:00 am on Saturday.

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm Conference Welcome Reception

Lost Barrel Brewing
36138 John Mosby Highway
Middleburg, VA 20117

This is a family-friendly reception and BBQ buffet dinner. A shuttle
will run continuously from 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm between the
Salamander and Lost Barrel Brewing.

6:30 pm - 7:30 pm Welcome Remarks and Conference Review – Building Consensus in
a Polarized Congress

Center Forward Executive Leadership team will welcome participants
and include a review of the coverage and outcomes of bipartisan
legislation from the 118th Congress. The address will highlight areas
of opportunity for consensus in 2024 including legislation related to
trade, healthcare, manufacturing, energy, and more. Q&A included.

- Riley Kilburg, Executive Director, Center Forward
- Paul Brathwaite, Advisory Board Co-Chair, Center Forward
- Katie Vlietstra Wonnenberg, Advisory Board Co-Chair,

Center Forward
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Saturday, March 23rd, 2024

Conference Program
All sessions take place in the Middleburg Ballroom unless otherwise specified

Recommended Attire: Casual

8:00 am - 9:00 am

8:00 am - 9:00 am

Conference Registration – Hamilton Room

Breakfast Buffet – Bluemont Room

9:00 am - 9:15 am Welcome Remarks and Introduction

- Cori Kramer, CEO, Center Forward

9:15 am - 9:45 am Opening Conversation – The Future of Supply Chains in the
Indo-Pacific

Dan Blumenthal, former Senior Country Director for China, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, and Mongolia at the Department of Defense, joins us for
a discussion about global security trends and how conflict in the
Indo-Pacific could impact the American economy and the ability
products to come to market. Panelists will discuss current
vulnerabilities in American and Chinese supply chains, and the
progress programs and policies, including the CHIPS act, are making
in strengthening America’s economic security.

- Dan Blumenthal, Senior Fellow, American Enterprise Institute
- Moderated by Cori Kramer, CEO, Center Forward

9:45 am - 10:45 am Panel Discussion – Access for All: Striving for Equitable Healthcare
Outcomes for Underserved Communities

This panel brings together experts to engage in a dialogue on the
critical issue of health equity in three distinct contexts: rural
communities, minority communities, and geriatric populations.
Recognizing that disparities in healthcare access and outcomes exist
across these different landscapes, the panelists aim to shed light on the
unique challenges faced by underserved individuals and communities.
The panel seeks to foster a comprehensive understanding of health
equity challenges and collaboratively explore strategies that promote
inclusivity and ensure that every individual can access high-quality
equitable healthcare.
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- Carrie Cochran-McClain, Chief Policy Officer, National Rural
Health Association

- Tilithia McBride, Vice President of Quality, Federation of
American Hospitals

- Jason Resendez, President & CEO, National Alliance for
Caregiving

- Brian Smedley, Office of Race and Equity, Urban Institute
- Moderated by Cori Kramer, CEO, Center Forward

10:45 am - 11:00 am Break

11:00 am - 12:30 pm Breakout Sessions – Balancing Competing Legislative Priorities

Conference participants will work in small groups through facilitated
dialogues to review competing legislative priorities and find bipartisan
agreement on policies that achieve shared goals and help Congress
find consensus. In five separate breakouts, participants will consider
an issue related to artificial intelligence, climate and sustainability,
financial services, health care, or workforce, as they work together and
weigh the public policy impact of their decisions. Facilitated by
special guests:

- Rhett Buttle, Public Private Strategies, Workforce Breakout
- John Court, Bank Policy Institute, Financial Services Breakout
- Matthias Muehlbauer, OnePointFive, Climate and

Sustainability Breakout
- Marissa Padilla, Global Strategy Group, Health Care Breakout
- CrystalPatterson, Washington Media Group,

Artificial Intelligence & Technology Breakout

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm Lunch – Middleburg Foyer

Panel Discussion – Bipartisan Legislative Opportunities in 2024

Center Forward leadership and a leading polling expert discuss recent
research on voters’ attitudes towards bipartisanship and the perceived
efficiency of government. Researchers analyze areas where Americans
broadly agree on issues, noting potential possibilities for bipartisan
legislation and solutions in 2024. The session will also present recent
polling conducted by Morning Consult that examines voters'
perceptions of innovation and how these perceptions relate to industry.

- Cameron Easley, Lead U.S. Politics Analyst, Morning Consult
- Moderated by Cori Kramer, CEO, Center Forward
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1:30 pm - 2:45 pm Panel Discussion – Creating Opportunities for All: Business
Leadership during Challenging Times

Policy and politics are impacting companies now more than ever.
Businesses continue to fend off criticism from policymakers on both
sides of the aisle and are being asked to show how they are delivering
for their employees and communities. Non-traditional stakeholder
voices are also weighing in more loudly, creating opportunities and
challenges for the private sector. This panel brings together experts
from a variety of sectors to discuss best practices for business
leadership in this challenging time.

- Dane Linn, Senior Vice President of Corporate Initiatives,
Business Roundtable

- Ying McGuire, CEO, National Minority Supplier Diversity
Council

- Joanna Smith-Ramani Co-Executive Director, Aspen Institute
Financial Security Program

- Moderated by Rhett Buttle, Founder, Public Private Strategies

2:45 pm - 3:00 pm Panel Closing Remarks

- Riley Kilburg, Executive Director, Center Forward

3:00 pm - 4:45 pm Policy Roundtable Discussions – Grand Lawn

Perspectives from House offices on legislative progress made in 2023
and opportunities for collaboration in 2024.

4:45 pm - 6:00 pm Break
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Conference Closing Reception and Dinner

Recommended Attire: Business Casual

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Reception – Middleburg Foyer

Conference attendees will have the opportunity to reflect and
collaborate about their experiences. These conversations will
conclude on how best conference attendees can react to new
information and ideas upon returning to the Congress.

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

8:30 pm - 8:45 pm

Dinner – Middleburg Ballroom

2024: The Legislative Implications of a Reshaping Congress and
White House

- Dave Wasserman, Senior Editor, The Cook Political Report

Closing Remarks, Cori Kramer, CEO, Center Forward
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Sunday, March 24, 2024

Recommended Attire: Casual

8:00 am - 10:00 am

11:00 am

Breakfast Buffet – Middleburg Foyer

Salamander Checkout
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