














August 9, 2023 
 

 
Ms. Raina Hackett 
Office of the Honorable Bonnie Watson Coleman 
168 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Ms. Hackett: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Chesterfield, Missouri, scheduled for August 23 to 25, 2023, sponsored by 
St. Louis AgriBusiness Club.   
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

           
        Michael Guest             Susan Wild    

                        Chairman                               Ranking Member 
MG/SW:mc 
  

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Susan Wild, Pennsylvania 
Ranking Member 

 
David P. Joyce, Ohio 

John H. Rutherford, Florida 
Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 
Michelle Fischbach, Minnesota 

 
Veronica Escobar, Texas 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 

Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
 

 
 
 
 
 

       ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 
  

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Keelie Broom 

Counsel to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 
Facsimile: (202) 225–7392 
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                     St. Louis Agribusiness Club AgMazing    (8-15-23) 

Congressional Staff Educational Event Itinerary 

August 23, 24, 25, 2023 (Central Time) 
 

Wednesday, August 23 
 

8:35 am Southwest Airlines Flight #3344 departs from Reagan International (DCA) 

for Lambert International (STL) 

 

9 am                                                DoubleTree Hotel Westport 

                                                         1973 Craigshire Dr, St. Louis, MO 63146 

Charter Bus will pick up St. Louis Agribusiness Club members to meet tour participants at the airport. Bus will drop off 

members and Congressional staff back at the hotel at the conclusion of Wednesday’s events. 

 

9:45 am   Southwest Airlines Flight arrives to Lambert International Airport(STL) 

                                                         10701 Lambert International Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63145 

Participants will be greeted by St. Louis Agribusiness Club members. 

 

10:20 am – 10:40 am  Travel to Saint Louis Science Center 

5050 Oakland Ave, St. Louis, MO 63110 

 

10:40 am - 12:30 pm   GROW Agriculture and Food Exhibit   

GROW is a 5,000-square-foot pavilion and an acre of beautiful outdoor space at the Saint Louis Science Center. In the 

GROW Pavilion and Gallery, not only will you learn about your food’s journey from farm to table, you’ll learn the 

scientific processes that turn seeds into towering plants. Staffers will discover the story of agriculture and the many 

ways technology is shaping the agricultural landscape.   The St. Louis AgriBusiness Club most recent economic study will 

be presented showcasing the importance of food and agriculture. 
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12:30 pm - 12:45 pm  Travel to Danforth Center 

 

12:45 pm - 2:30 pm                    Donald Danforth Plant Science Center/I39 North with box lunch 

    975 N Warson Rd, Olivette, MO 63132 

The Donald Danforth Plant Science Center is a not-for-profit research institute with a mission to improve the human 

condition through plant science. Research, education and outreach aim to have impact at the nexus of food security and 

the environment and position the St. Louis region as a world center for plant science. The Center’s work is funded 

through competitive grants from many sources, including the National Institutes of Health, U.S. Department of Energy, 

National Science Foundation, and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  39 North is a 600-acre innovation district in St. 

Louis anchored by the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center, BRDG Park, the Helix Incubator, Bayer Crop Science, and 

the Yield Lab. At 39 North, we’re building and championing a place and an idea that, hundreds of years from now, 

history will celebrate as changing the world and forever improving the human condition. Both in St. Louis, and around 

the world.  Attendees will see and hear about the important plant science research being done in the St. Louis region 

and its impact on the region’s economy. They will also learn the importance to farmers in the agricultural industry and to 

consumers across the world developing plant science that will contribute to food security and allow farmers to use less 

resources. Tour will include the research facilities and labs at Danforth.  The Danforth Center is committed to enhancing 

the St. Louis region as a world center for plant science, and creating new jobs for future generations.  

 

2:30 pm - 3 pm   Travel to Bayer Crop Science 

 

3 pm - 5 pm                                   Bayer Crop Science - Chesterfield 

                                                         700 W Chesterfield Pkwy W, Chesterfield, MO 63017 

Bayer is committed to a world where biodiversity thrives in harmony with humankind. Where hunger and climate 

change are terms relegated to history books. Where farms are more sustainable, with plants that are more adaptive and 

resilient, to help improve life for families and communities. In short, where agriculture is part of the solution.  Staffers 

will take a tour of the lab facility and see how science has an important role in the day to day operations of a farmer. 

 

5 pm - 5:15 pm   Travel to Stemme Farm 

 

5 pm - 7 pm                                  Warren Stemme Grain Farm with meal 

               165 River Valley Drive, Chesterfield, MO 63146 

The Warren Stemme Farm is operated by Warren and his son.  They raise corn, soybeans and wheat.  The group will tour 

the farm and crop fields and see the equipment utilized to plant, grow and harvest these crops. They will hear about the 

challenges farmers face and the many issues which impact farmers from trade to waterways infrastructure.   Staffers will 

have the opportunity get up close to farm equipment including:  tractors, combines, tilling equipment, planters, and 

sprayers. 

 

7:30 pm                                          DoubleTree Hotel Westport 

                                                         1973 Craigshire Dr, St. Louis, MO 63146 
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Thursday, August 24 
 

8:00 am   Bus arrives at DoubleTree Hotel Westport 

                                                         1973 Craigshire Dr, St. Louis, MO 63146 

Bus will pick up St. Louis Agribusiness Club members and Congressional staff. Bus will drop everyone off at the hotel at 

the conclusion of Thursday’s events. 

 

8:10 am - 8:30 am   Travel to Nestle Purina  

 

8:30 am - 10:30 am  Nestle Purina Headquarters 

    2s Checkerboard Square 

    St. Louis, MO 63164 

Headquartered in St. Louis, Nestle Purina was founded in 1894 and employs over 7,500 people in the U.S. and many 

more worldwide. Nestle Purina provides quality, nutritional products for pets while raising awareness for the welfare of 

pets and the needs of dogs, cats and other pets. Nestle Purina is considered a great place to work, even allowing 

employees to bring their pets into the offices every day.  The group will receive a tour of the Nestle Purina headquarters 

including a performance by the Purina Incredible Dog Team.  Staffers will hear about the many plant and animal based 

products used in the creation and processing of high quality animal food and feed. 

  

10:30 am – 10:50 am  Travel to America’s Central Port 

     

10:50 am – 12:15 pm  America’s Central Port 

                                                          1635 West First Street, Granite City, IL 62040 

The Port is a special-purpose unit of local government whose mission is to develop multi-modal transportation, create 

business expansion opportunities, and facilitate and assist in job creation for the Southwest Illinois region. Located just 

north of downtown St. Louis in Southwest Illinois, lies a 1,200 acre multi-modal business and industrial campus known as 

America’s Central Port. Situated at the heart of the United States transportation network, the Port provides exceptional 

access to three major freight transportation modes: river, rail, and road. Home to multiple manufacturers, building 

material suppliers, and other industrial and transportation businesses, the Port is an excellent location for freight 

intensive operations. 

 

12:15 pm - 12:45 pm  Travel to Eckert’s Orchards  

 

12:45 pm – 2:30 pm  Eckert’s Orchard with lunch 

                                                          951 S Green Mt Rd, Belleville, IL 62220 

Eckert’s Farms is a family-run fruit and vegetable farm which provides additional agritourism opportunities for the 

surrounding region. The farm has fresh, seasonal crops featured at four different locations.  The group will tour the 

orchards where Eckert’s raises their fruit and will learn about the weather and business challenges faced by farmers in 

this sector. They will also learn about how consumers are seeking to learn more about agriculture and often turn to 

agritourism businesses like Eckert’s to experience farming firsthand. 
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2:30 pm – 2:45 pm  Travel to Wehmeyer Seed Company 

 

2:45 pm – 4 pm                 Wehmeyer Seed Company 

                                                          7167 Highbanks Road, Mascoutah, IL 62258 

Founded in 1995, Wehmeyer Seed is a family-owned seed company dedicated to raising, conditioning and packaging 

high quality soybean and wheat seed utilizing extensive data and drone technologies. 

 

4 pm – 4:45 pm   Travel to Anheuser-Busch Brewery  

 

4:45 pm – 6:45 pm   Anheuser-Busch Brewery with meal  

12th and Lynch St. St. Louis, MO 63118  

Anheuser-Busch operates 12 breweries in the United States and is a subsidiary of Anheuser-Busch InBev, the largest 

beer producer in the world.   In order to make their products, A-B houses a large grain procurement division. The group 

will tour the brewery in viewing how the company procures the ingredients they need to make their products.  Staffers 

will learn about the impact A-B has on the local and worldwide economy and the importance of agriculture in the world-

wide beverage industry. 

 

7:30 pm                                                DoubleTree Hotel Westport 

                                                              1973 Craigshire Dr, St. Louis, MO 63146 
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Friday, August 25 
 

7:15 am   Bus arrives at DoubleTree Hotel Westport 

                                                         1973 Craigshire Dr, St. Louis, MO 63146 

Bus will pick up St. Louis Agribusiness Club members and Congressional staff. Bus will drop everyone off at the hotel at 

the conclusion of Thursday’s events. 

 

7:30 am - 8 am              Travel to Mel Price Lock and Dam 

     

8:00 am – 12:30 pm  Mel Price Lock and Dam and Barge Ride on the Mississippi River with lunch 

    1 Lock and Dam Way, East Alton, IL 62024  

Melvin Price Lock and Dam is a dam and two locks at river mile 200 on the Upper Mississippi River.  

The collocated National Great Rivers Museum explains the structure and its engineering. We will learn about the 

importance of river infrastructure for navigation up and down the river.  The tour of Mel Price Lock and Dam and the 

boat tour of the Lock and Dam are designed to give staffers a view of waterways infrastructure and how the system 

operates. They will learn more about how products get up and down the river and the need for infrastructure 

improvements and investment on the river so farmers and businesses can stay competitive in a global market.  

 

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm  Discussion with Staffers and St. Louis AgriBusiness Club members 

Discussion topics:  Takeaways of the three-day event, utilizing club members as resources, evaluation of the event, 

suggestions for improvement.      

 

1:30 pm – 2:00 pm  Travel to Lambert International Airport 

    10701 Lambert International Blvd. 

    St. Louis, MO 63145 

 

2:30 pm   Bus returns to DoubleTree Hotel Westport 

 

3:55 pm Southwest Airlines Flight #121 departs Lambert International (STL) 

 

5:55 pm Southwest Airlines Flight #121 arrives at Reagan International (DCA) 
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   2023 St. Louis AgriBusiness Club AgMazing Congressional Staff Participants – 16                            

 

Bardot. Ryan - Missouri(R) Senator Eric Schmitt 

Ryan Bardot was brought on to Senator Schmitt’s team in January 2023 as 

a Legislative Correspondent handling agriculture, energy, environment, 

and transportation issues. He was born and raised in Lonedell, Missouri, 

and grew up working on his family’s cattle farm. Ryan studied at the 

University of Missouri – Columbia and attained his Bachelor of Science in 

Agricultural Economics with an emphasis in public policy in May of 2021. 

Ryan worked for Congresswoman Vicky Hartzler (MO-04) as a Field 

Representative and Legislative Correspondent in DC.  

 

Caldwell, Catelyn - Illinois(D) Senator Tammy Duckworth   

A Memphis, TN, native, Catelyn serves as a Legislative Correspondent on 

the Energy and Environment policy team. She earned her Bachelor’s 

degree in Political Science from the University of Tennessee Knoxville in 

May 2022 and started her career on the hill after interning with 

Congressman Steve Cohen.  She is pursuing a Master’s degree in Public 

Administration and Policy from The American University. Aside from her 

interests in Environmental Justice policy, Catelyn has long been an 

advocate for Social Justice initiatives with a desire to assist and uplift 

marginalized communities. In her spare time, she enjoys cooking, spending time with friends and family, 

reading and traveling.  

 

Corder, Morgan - Missouri(R) - Senator Eric Schmitt 

Morgan Corder serves as the Director of Field Operations, managing 

external outreach to stakeholders across Missouri. Prior to joining the 

Senate, Morgan served as then Attorney General Schmitt's Policy Director 

as a legislative liaison to the Missouri General Assembly. Morgan is born 

and raised in Missouri, and serves on the Mizzou Alumni Association 

Board of Directors, Delta Chi Missouri Chapter Board of Trustees, and is a 

graduate of Leadership Missouri hosted by the Missouri Chamber of 

Commerce & Industry. 
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Derks, Madelyn - Missouri(R) Representative Mark Alford 

Currently serving as the Senior Legislative Assistant, handling agriculture issues 

for Congressman Mark Alford. Previously, serving as the Legislative Assistant to 

Congresswoman Vicky Hartzler. I'm originally from King City, MO and attended 

the University of Missouri.  

 

 

 

 

Dwyer, William(Billy) - Illinois(D) Representative Robin Kelly 

William serves as Legislative Assistant for his personal Member of 

Congress, Robin Kelly. Growing up in the Chicago Southland, William is 

proud to cover a broad legislative portfolio including Energy, Agriculture, 

Transportation, Environment, Defense, Veterans Affairs, and Animal 

Welfare.  

 

 

 

Hackett, Raina - New Jersey(D) – Representative Bonnie  

   Watson Coleman 

Raina is a Legislative Assistant for Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman 

(NJ-12). Originally from Maplewood, New Jersey, Raina earned her bachelor’s 

and master’s degree from the George Washington University. Raina covers 

agriculture/nutrition, arts/humanities, housing, government oversight, 

poverty/inequality, and other issues. Raina recently performed research 

concerning food and nutrition policy at the Dole Institute of Politics in 

Lawrence, Kansas under a research grant. 
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Hoskins, Jennifer – Missouri(R) Representative Blaine 

     Luetkemeyer  

Jennifer is the District Office Director for Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer. 

Jennifer advises the Congressman on a variety of issues including 

agriculture, infrastructure, environmental and waterways. Prior to working 

for Congressman Luetkemeyer, Jennifer worked for Congresswoman 

Emerson in Washington D.C., and for U.S. Senator Blunt in both his Cape 

Girardeau and St. Louis offices. Jennifer is native of southern Missouri and 

received her bachelor’s degree in business from Southeast Missouri State 

University. She lives in Kirkwood with her husband, Daniel, and their two 

sons. 

 

Kennedy, Jaylene – Florida(R) Representative Cory Mills  

Jaylene Kennedy serves as a Junior Legislative Assistant for Congressman 

Cory Mills (FL-07). Jaylene’s policy portfolio covers Agriculture, 

Education, Health, Veterans, Housing, and Small Business. Prior to 

serving Representative Mills, Jaylene was Congresswoman Young Kim’s 

(CA-40) Staff Assistant. Jaylene is a graduate of Florida Atlantic 

University’s Wilkes Honors College in Jupiter, FL with a B.A. in Political 

Science, cum laude. 
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Kuramoto, Mieko – California(D) Representative Mark 

   Takano   

Mieko is a Legislative Assistant in the office of Congressman Mark 

Takano. Originally from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Mieko came to 

Congress through the Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional 

Studies (APAICS) Fellowship Program and is in her third year with the 

office. Her portfolio includes healthcare, oversight and government 

reform, agriculture and nutrition programs, financial services and housing, tribal affairs, and LGBTQ issues. 

Prior to the Hill, she organized in the AAPI community, including with Japanese American youth groups and 

AAPI political advocacy organizations. 

 

Lund, Ashley – Illinois(D) Representative Raja Krishnamoorthi 

Ashley Lund is a Legislative Aide for Representative Raja Krishnamoorthi (IL-08) 

covering agriculture, animal welfare, climate and energy, education and 

workforce, and environment and natural resources. Ashley grew up in Duluth, 

Minnesota, and graduated from Mount Holyoke College. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lyndley-Bohman, Kylie – Missouri(R) Senator Josh Hawley 

Kylie Bohman currently works as a Legislative Aide in Senator Hawley's office 

handling the agriculture, energy, and transportation and infrastructure portfolio. 

She is from Yorkville, Illinois and studied Agricultural and Consumer Economics at 

University of Illinois. During college, Kylie became passionate about agriculture 

during her time living at 4H House Cooperative Sorority and her summer 

internships at the Illinois Corn Growers Association,  

Illinois Farm Bureau, and CoBank.  
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Monach, Antwoin – Georgia(D) Representative Henry C. “Hank” 

   Johnson, Jr. 

Antwoin Monach currently serves as Legislative Assistant for Representative 

Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr. (D-GA). Antwoin facilitates Congressman Johnson’s 

legislative initiatives and monitors legislative developments within the 

agriculture, education, defense, transportation, and arts & sociocultural 

portfolios. In this capacity, Antwoin is responsible for advancing Congressman 

Johnson’s priorities. Antwoin graduated from the Georgia State University in 

2019 with a Bachelor’s of Arts in Political Science. 

 

 

Mosley, Lindsey - New York(R) Representative Anthony  

  D'Esposito 

Lindsey Mosley is a legislative assistant for Congressman Anthony 

D'Esposito handling issues ranging from education to healthcare. She 

earned her Bachelor's from the University of Florida and her Master's from 

Georgetown University. She is currently pursuing a Master's through the 

Naval War College. While from Florida, she has worked in the New York 

delegation for over 2 years. 

 

 

 

 

Walker, Chris – Missouri(R) Senator Eric Schmitt 

Chris Walker is the St. Louis area Field Representative for U.S. Senator 

Eric Schmitt. In his role he serves as a liaison between Senator Schmitt 

and constituents. He previously worked as an operations associate at 

Axiom Strategies, gaining valuable experience in campaign operations 

and strategic planning. Chris is a graduate of Southeast Missouri State 

University, where he studied political science. He resides in St. Louis 

County with his wife, Madison. 
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Welter, Austin – Illinois(R) Representative Darin LaHood  

Austin Welter is a legislative assistant for Representative Darin LaHood 

(IL-16). Austin handles issues ranging from transportation to 

healthcare. He earned his bachelor’s from the University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign. Austin is originally from Bloomington-Normal and 

has worked for Representative LaHood for over three years. 

 

 

 

White, Saisha – Florida(D) Representative Frederica Wilson  

Saisha White was born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio. She attended 

Miami University, where she studied Diplomacy and Global Politics, and 

received her J.D. from Florida A&M University. After graduating from law 

school, she explored her interests at IMPACT Strategies and Invariant, 

where she worked on the Agriculture and Transportation team. She is 

now a Legislative Assistant for Representative Wilson, covering 

agriculture, transportation and infrastructure, civil rights, judiciary, 

financial services, and other issues. 

 

First Name Last Name Email Address Cell Phone Number 

Ryan Bardot Ryan_Bardot@schmitt.senate.gov (636) 744-4650 

Catelyn Caldwell Catelyn_Caldwell@duckworth.senate.gov (901) 801-0585 

Morgan Corder morgan_corder@schmitt.senate.gov (202) 744-9266 

Madelyn Derks madelyn.derks@mail.house.gov (660) 483-1140 

Billy Dwyer william.dwyer@mail.house.gov (202) 450-7049 

Raina  Hackett raina.hackett@mail.house.gov (202) 774-8007 

Jennifer  Hoskins  jennifer.hoskins@mail.house.gov  (573) 979-5251 

Jaylene Kennedy jaylene.kennedy@mail.house.gov (954) 675-8812 

Mieko Kuramoto mieko.kuramoto@mail.house.gov (202) 716-4856 

Ashley Lund ashley.lund@mail.house.gov (202) 657-7441 

Kylie Lyndley-Bohman kylie_bohman@hawley.senate.gov (630) 746-1189 

Antwoin  Monach antwoin.monach@mail.house.gov (678) 361-6588 

Lindsey Mosley lindsey.mosley@mail.house.gov (863) 232-7866 

Chris Walker christopher_walker@schmitt.senate.gov (771) 201-0724 

Austin Welter Austin.Welter@mail.house.gov (309) 264-9393 

Saisha White Saisha.White@mail.house.gov (216) 970-4568 
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