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August 17, 2023 
 

 
Mr. Harry Fones 
Office of the Honorable Andrew Ogles 
151 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Fones: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Cambridge, Maryland, scheduled for August 23 to 25, 2023, sponsored by 
Conservative Partnership Institute, Inc.   
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

            
        Michael Guest             Susan Wild    

                        Chairman                               Ranking Member 
MG/SW:kjf 
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1. Allie McCandless - Rep. Dan Bishop (Invited as a communications

professional and interest in improving Congressional communications

strategy) 

2. Madeline Huffman - Rep. Andrew Clyde (Invited as a communications

professional and interest in improving Congressional communications

strategy) 

3. Laynee Buckels- Rep. Randy Weber (Invited as a communications professional

and interest in improving Congressional communications strategy) 

4. Caroline Briscoe-  Rep. Tom Tiffany  (Invited as a communications

professional and interest in improving Congressional communications

strategy)

5. Emma Settle- Rep. Andy Ogles  (Invited as a communications professional

and interest in improving Congressional communications strategy) 

6. Miranda Dabney- Rep. Kevin Hern (Invited as a communications professional

and interest in improving Congressional communications strategy) 

7. Harry Fones-Rep. Andy Ogles (Invited as a communications professional and

interest in improving Congressional communications strategy) 



    Conservative Partnership Institute (CPI) Communicators Retreat 
August 23-25, 2023 

 

Wednesday  

9:00 -11:00 am Travel from Independence Ave, SE DC to Decoursey Bridge Rd, Cambridge, MD 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm Arrival at CPI Property 
 

12:00-1:00 Lunch & Session 1: Getting the Message Right 
Using polling to help guide a strong conservative message that resonates. 
Whitlock will also explain how to use that polling in messaging and 
communications campaigns. 
Speaker: Matthew Whitlock, CRC Advisors 
 

1:00-2:00 pm Break  

2:00 – 3:00 pm Session 2:  Creating Cutting Edge Cultural Commentary 
Price, an expert in the use of social media, will share his unique insights on 
engaging and connecting with your audience, including how to make content 
stand out. Jashinsky will share how to take creative content and to work with 
the media to increase engagement. 
Speakers: Emily Jashinsky, The Federalist & Greg Price, State Freedom Caucus 

3:00 – 4:30 pm Session 3: Historical Media Analysis 
Carroll and Bronitsky are experienced media leaders as well as experts on 
political history. This session will tie together events from modern political 
history, as well as congressional communications strategies to provide a 
roadmap to help staff learn from mistakes of the past. This will also help the 
attendees plan and respond to difficult situations that may arise. 
Speakers: Conn Carroll, The Washington Examiner & Bobby Donachie, Athos PR 

4:30 - 6:00 pm Break 

6:00 – 7:30 pm Dinner & Session 4: Crisis Communications  
Guest is a former communications staffer on Capitol Hill, and will share his 
knowledge on solving crisis communications situations and preventing 
communications errors proactively, as well as his keys to controlling the 



narrative.  
Speaker: Steve Guest, CRC Advisors 
 

Thursday  

10:00 – 11:00 am Continental Breakfast  

11:00 am – 12:00 pm Optional Tour of Cambridge, MD Historical Monuments: Bucktown General 
Store (4303 Bucktown Rd) & and Harriet Tubman Landmark at Brodess Farm (978 Greenbrier Rd) 

12:00 – 1:30 pm Session 5: Coordinating Communications Efforts & Amplifying your Message 
Schaefer and Clark will discuss how to coordinate communications efforts in 
a way that leads to creative, productive, and reliable content. They will also 
share some of the lessons they learned leading media campaigns from their 
previous work. 
Speakers: Scooter Schaefer & Sondra Clark, Co-founders, The Revere Project 

1:30 – 2:30 pm Lunch & Session 6: Senate Procedure 
Fixing What’s Broken—Is the Senate as dysfunctional as many believe?  What 
does history teach us, and what proposed reforms are worth   
considering?  
Speakers: Ed Corrigan, CPI & Wesley Denton, CPI 

2:30 – 3:30 pm Session 7: Policy Insight: Creating a Policy Movement Through Messaging 
DeAngelis will share how he worked to make educational opportunity an 
exciting policy movement to be a part of using strong messaging and 
coalition building skills.  
Speaker: Corey DeAngelis, Educational Freedom Institute 

3:30 – 4:30 pm Session 8: WORKSHOP: Getting Your Message Out & Improving Marketing 
Strategy 
An office’s communications staff are tasked with creating an impression of 
their leaders and their work online and in the media. This session will teach 
the strategy of building a persona and show practical ways to shape the 
public’s perception of policy and the people proposing it. Attend and be free 
from cringe content. 
Speaker:  Andrew Beck, Beck & Stone 

mailto:scooter@revereproject.org
mailto:cdeangelis@federationforchildren.org


4:30 – 5:30 pm  Session 9:  Louder Social Media Content: YouTube & Instagram 
Social media in many ways has become a way to get the message out to the 
people directly, and to force a conversation on topics that matter to everyday 
Americans. Frayter will share his expertise on social media applications, data 
management and content creation.  
Speaker: Gary Frayter, Louder with Crowder Podcast 

5:30 - 7:30 pm Break 

7:30 - 9:00 pm Dinner and Session 10: Mastering Public Relations & Media Relations 
Olohan will provide feedback to staffers on what would help improve their 
relationship with the media, how to create engaging content, and discuss 
social and hot button topics in a way to promote storytelling and connect 
with viewers and constituents. She will then be interviewed by Donachie on 
congressional media relations. 
Speakers: Mary Margaret Olohan, The Daily Signal & Bobby Donachie, Athos PR 
 

Friday 

9:30 am - 10:30 am Continental Breakfast & Session 11: Networking & Coalition Building 
The speakers will share how to network and build coalitions for important 
policy measures with outside groups, as well as how to use focused events and 
meetings to create a movement. 
Speakers: Paul Teller, Advancing American Freedom & Carson Steelman, Heritage 
Action 

10:30 am - 11:00 pm Pack up and load the van 

11:00 pm Check Out Travel from Decoursey Bridge Rd, Cambridge, MD to arrive at Independence 
Ave., SE  at 1:20 pm.  
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