


 

 

SPONSOR POST-TRAVEL DISCLOSURE FORM  Original  Amendment 

This form must be completed by an officer of any organization that served as the primary trip sponsor in providing travel expenses or 

reimbursement for travel expenses to House Members, officers, or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. A completed copy of the 

form must be provided to each House Member, officer, or employee who participated in the trip within 10 days of their return. 

You must answer all questions, and check all boxes, on this form for your submission to comply with House Rules and the 

Committee’s Travel Regulations. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in the denial of future requests to sponsor trips 

and/or subject the current traveler to disciplinary action or a requirement to repay the trip expenses. 

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

1. Sponsor(s) who paid or provided in-kind support for the trip:

2. Travel Destination(s):

3. Date of Departure: Date of Return: 

4. Name(s) of Traveler(s):

Note: You may list more than one traveler on a form only if all information is identical for each person listed.

5. Actual amount of expenses paid on behalf of, or reimbursed to, each individual named in Question 4:

Total Transportation 

Expenses 

Total Lodging 

Expenses 

Total Meal 

Expenses 

Total Other Expenses 

(dollar amount per item 

and description) 

Traveler 

Accompanying 

Family Member 

6. All expenses connected to the trip were for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump sum payment.

Signify statement is true by checking box.

I certify that the information contained in this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Signature:  Date: 

Name:  Title: 

Organization: 

I am an officer of the above-named organization. Signify statement is true by checking box. 

Address: 

 Telephone: Email: 

Committee staff may contact the above-named individual if additional information is required. 

If you have questions regarding your completion of this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103. 

last updated 7/2023 



















 

 

 

Congressional Oversight Bootcamps 

Presented by the American Accountability Foundation, The Heritage Foundation, 
and the Conservative Partnership Institute  

Aug 2 & 3, 2023 

DAY ONE 

9:00 – 11:00  am Travel from Heritage Foundation 214 Mass Ave. to Cambridge, MD  
 
11:00 – 12:00 pm Arrival at Property, Check-in, and Pledge of Allegiance  
 
12:00 – 1:30 pm SESSION 1 & Lunch – Oversight Process, Organization, and Staffing  

Best practices for understanding committee structure, staff assignments, hierarchy, and 
parliamentary authority.  How to make most out of time as a staffer with oversight duties. 
An explanation of the elements and sequencing of a congressional investigation from 
idea, to hearing, to report, to legislation. 
Speaker: Art Arthur, Center for Immigration Studies, Former Immigration Judge, Counsel 
for House Judiciary, and Subcommittee Staff Director for House Oversight 
John Strom – House Energy and Commerce Committee 
 

1:30 – 2:30 pm SESSION 2 – SESSION 2 – Effective Oversight - Research Best Practices 
Open-source research into agencies, individuals, and organizations. 
Use of Congressional Resources LOC & GAO. 

 Speaker: Michael Kaplan, Cannon Research Group 
 Merav Ceren – Deputy Policy Director, Commerce Science and Transportation Committee 
 
2:30 – 3:00 pm  Break 
 
3:00 – 4:30 pm SESSION 3 – Document Requests and the Freedom of Information Act  

Overview of how to effectively draft requests for information from agencies and 
witnesses including drafting of Freedom of Information Act Requests.  
Speakers: Michael Ding, American First Legal, Neal Cornett, Heritage Foundation.  
 

4:30 – 6:00 pm SESSION  4 - Working with outside organizations and leaders to advance oversight. 
How Congress can collaborate with groups and individuals off Capitol Hill to amplify 
oversight efforts.  How expectations of successful oversight are for structural reforms, not 
just exposure. 
Speakers:  Alexa Walker, Heritage Foundation, Former RSC Coalitions Director 
 

6:30 – 8:00 pm SESSION 5 & Dinner: Lessons Learned from Previous Investigation – Dinner Roundtable 
How oversight is game changing, experiences and insights from previous practitioners 
who held the administration accountable.  
Speakers:  Cordell Hull - Former Under Secretary for Industry & Security, Deputy General 
Counsel, Department of Commerce; General Counsel, HPSCI   



 

 

 

DAY TWO 
9:00 – 10:00 am  Breakfast 
 
10:30 – 11:30 am SESSION 6 – Whistleblowers 

Working with whistleblowers to secure information and drive agency oversight.  
Speakers: Tristan Levitt, Empower Oversight 

 
11:30 – 12:30 pm SESSION 7 – Research to Legislation   

A walk-through of taking research and oversight findings and transitioning them to 
legislative action. (appropriations language, committee amendments, bills, etc.)  
Speakers:  Hugh Fike, Director of GR at CPI, Former Chief of Staff Michael Cloud, Former 
Office of Management and Budget Legislative Affairs 
James Braid, Legislative Director to Senator Vance, Former House Chief of Staff, Former 
Office of Management and Budget Deputy Associate Director 
 

12:30 – 2:00 pm SESSION 8 & Lunch – Communications, the News Cycle & the Press   
A discussion on how to maximize oversight and investigations for lasting impact in media.  
How to break through the echo-chamber. 
Speakers: John Strom Senior Counsel, Energy and Commerce Committee, Mark Tapscott 
Epoch Times 

 
2:00 – 3:00 pm  Break 
 
3:00 – 4:30 pm SESSION 9 – Preparing for and Conducting Depositions and Hill Testimony. 

Best practices for deposing or interviewing witness, including a mock interview with a 
recalcitrant witness.    
Speakers: Cordell Hull, Former Under Secretary for Industry & Security, Deputy General 
Counsel, Department of Commerce; General Counsel, HPSCI vs. Sam Dewey, Heritage 
Foundation 

 
4:30 – 6:30 pm Oversight Shark Tank 

Participants will be paired off into groups and expected to pitch an investigation, outline a 
research plan, and detail a prospective hearing.  The presentation will be evaluated and 
critiqued by lecturers from the bootcamp.  
Speakers:  All Instructors 
 

6:30 – 7:00 pm Break  
 
7:00 – 8:30 pm Dinner – When Congress Calls 
 Perspectives and insights from the target of an investigation on what works and what does 

not work.  
 Speakers: Roger Severino, The Heritage Foundation, Former Director of the Office for Civil 

Rights at the Department of Health and Human Services 
 
DAY THREE 
8:30 am Breakfast & Checkout 
9:30 – 11:30 am Travel from Cambridge, MD to 300 Independence Ave., SE 
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