


































 

 

May 25, 2023 
 

 
Ms. Lily Douthitt 
Office of the Honorable James Comer 
2410 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Ms. Douthitt: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Baltimore, Maryland, scheduled for June 16, 2023, sponsored by Clean 
Fuels Alliance Foundation (F/K/A National Biodiesel Foundation), ADM, Ag Processing, Inc., 
Clean Fuels Alliance America, Darling Ingredients, Inc., Innovative AG Services, Incobrasa 
Industries, Ltd., Minnesota Soybean Processors, Renewable Energy Group, Inc., Western 
Dubuque Biodiesel, LLC, and Western Iowa Energy, LLC.  We remind you that, because the trip 
sponsor employs a federal lobbyist, you may participate in officially-connected activity on one 
calendar day only. 
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 
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If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

           
        Michael Guest             Susan Wild    

                        Chairman                               Ranking Member 
 

MG/SW:rp 
  





































































 

2023 Capitol Region 
Sustainability and Clean Fuels Tour 

 
 

Friday, June 16, 2023 
8:00 am Participants meet and check-in for tour at the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, 1st 

Street, Washington, DC 20515 
8:15 am Bus leaves for Darling Ingredients/Valley Proteins Inc. (1515 Open Street, 

Baltimore, Maryland 21226) 
After boarding Tom Verry, Executive Director Clean Fuels Alliance Foundation will provide a tour 
Welcome and Overview.  Mr. Verry will review the day’s agenda and schedule.  Mr. Verry has 30 
years’ experience in the biodiesel and soybean industries. 
 
9:15 am Arrive and Tour Valley Proteins, Inc.  
9:15 – 9:30 am Clean Fuels 101 and Industry Update – Paul Winters, Director of Public Affairs, 
Clean Fuels Alliance America, will explain how biodiesel, renewable diesel, and renewable jet fuel are 
made, and review the policies and economic factors that are driving the industry’s rapid growth. Paul 
has 20 years’ experience in advocacy for advanced biofuels. 
 
9:30 – 10:00 am Environmental Justice and Benefits to Local Communities, Antoine Thompson, 
Executive Director Greater Washington Region Clean Cities Coalition (GWRCCC) will discuss 
biodiesel’s benefits for local and environmental justice communities and how biodiesel use meets 
regional environmental goals. Mr. Thompson is a former New York State Senator. His work for the 
Clean Cities Coalition focuses on clean energy, transportation and environmental justice and equity. 
 
10:00 – 10:30 am Used Cooking Oil Collection and Environmental Benefits, Mike Rath, Darling 
Ingredients and Chairman, Clean Fuels Alliance America, will discuss the economic and environmental 
benefits of recycling waste – such as used cooking oil and animal fats – and adding value to them 
through biodiesel, renewable diesel and SAF production. 
 
10:30 – 11:30 am – Tour Facility, Valley Proteins facility manager will lead participants through the 
facility where they will see the process of cleaning up used cooking oil, learn how it fits into the value 
chain for renewable fuels and hear about the environmental benefits. Darling Ingredients Inc. owns and 
operates Valley Proteins, the world's leading company turning food waste into sustainable products and 
producer of renewable energy, has completed the acquisition of Valley Proteins, one of the largest 
independent rendering companies in the United States. 

11:30 am Depart Darling Ingredients/Valley Proteins Inc. for Farm (9005 Clemsonville 
Rd, Unionbridge, MD 21791) 

12:30 pm Arrive at the Farm 

12:30 pm Welcome to the Farm, Belinda Burrier, owner Burrier Farms will welcome participants to 
her farm.  She will discuss biobased products and the value they add to soybean farms. Belinda and her 
husband, Dave, grow soybeans, corn, wheat, and hay on their farm in Union Bridge, Maryland. They 
utilize a range of biobased products in their operation.  
 
12:30 – 1:15 pm Lunch and Roundtable Discussion. A box lunch will be provided.  During lunch, 
Paul Winters will lead a round table discussion that includes experts from biodiesel production 
facilities and fuel providers. Topics will include a discussion of industry’s economic impact in the 
region and other communities across the country.  
 



 

2023 Capitol Region 
Sustainability and Clean Fuels Tour 

 
 

1:15 – 1:35 pm B100 in Action, Tim Fitzgerald, Fleet Director, DC DPW (Department of Public 
Works), will discuss the city fleet’s experience using biodiesel blends. The Clean Fuels Foundation 
partnered with DC DPW to secure Diesel Emission Reduction Act grant funds to convert the city’s 
fleets to run on B100. Tim has 30 years’ experience in fleet management, including with Philadelphia, 
Atlanta, the District of Columbia, and Harris County, Texas. A DC DPW B100 vehicle will be on 
display. 
 
1:35 – 1:55 pm Low Carbon Fuel Demand, Richard Hilmer, Division Chief, Prince George’s County 
Fleet Management, will discuss the region’s need for low-carbon fuels in existing vehicles and 
infrastructure to meet budget and environmental goals. Rick has 40 years’ experience in fleet 
management including 27 years as a public fleet manager. He has been a GWRCCC board member 
since 2008 and is a Certified Automotive Fleet Manager and member of the National Association of 
Fleet Administrators (NAFA). 

1:55 – 2:15 pm Vector System B100 Technology, Colin Huwyler, CEO (Chief Executive Officer), 
Optimus Technologies, will discuss the Vector system installed on DC vehicles and how it enables the 
fleet to run on B100 year-round. Colin is the co-founder of Optimus, a company that builds fuel 
systems for existing diesel engines and infrastructure to transition to sustainable, cleaner fuels.  
 
2:15 – 2:35 pm Fueling Logistics, Jon Scharingson, Executive Director, Strategic Initiatives at Chevron 
Renewable Energy Group, will discuss logistics of providing biodiesel to the DC fleet. Jon oversees 
marketing activities and is responsible for business development, including national accounts and fleets. 
 
2:35 – 3:30 pm Biodiesel and Maryland. This panel discussion will include production, supply and 
animal food uses. Danielle Bauer Farace, Executive Director, Maryland Soybean Board, Delaware 
Soybean Board, and Atlantic Soybean Council, will discuss the region’s soybean production and 
markets. Danielle has been involved in the region’s soybean industry since 2019. 
 
Jay Nusbaum, Manager, Southern States Cooperative, will discuss biodiesel use and blending in the 
region. Southern States is a fuel supplier to the region. Jay has nearly 45 years’ experience in the 
industry. 
 
Brian Palmer, Senior Director – Grain Origination, Perdue AgriBusiness will discuss soybean use for 
animal feed and food uses. Brian has more than 20 years’ experience in the grain handling industry. He 
has worked in many roles at Perdue since 2008.  
 
3:30 – 4:30 pm Farm Tour, Belinda Burrier provides participants with a farm tour and its buildings to 
learn how it produces, harvests, stores, ships and profits from biodiesel.  Participants will be given the 
opportunity to ask questions of all speakers during the tour. 
 
4:30 pm Depart Farm for return to Capitol Visitors Center (1st Street, Washington, DC 

20515) 
6:00 pm Arrive at Capitol Visitor’s Center – Tour Complete 
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