
Version date 3/2021 by Committee on Ethics

EMPLOYEE POST-TRAVEL DISCLOSURE FORM
This form is for disclosing the receipt of travel expenses from private sources for travel taken in connection with official 
duties. This form does not eliminate the need to report privately-funded travel on the annual Financial Disclosure 
Statements of those employees required to file them. In accordance with House Rule 25, clause 5, you must complete this 
form and file it with the Clerk of the House, by email at gifttravelreports@mail.house.gov, within 15 days after travel is 
completed. Please do not file this form with the Committee on Ethics. 

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

1. Name of Traveler:  ______________________________________________________________________________

2. a. Name of Accompanying Relative:  ____________________________________________________ OR None o
 b. Relationship to Traveler: o Spouse o Child o Other (specify): ___________________________________ 

3. a. Dates: Departure:  _______________________________  Return:  __________________________________
 b. Dates at Personal Expense, if any:  ___________________________________________________ OR None o

4. Departure City:  ______________________  Destination:  __________________ Return City: _________________

5. Sponsor(s), Who Paid for the Trip:  _________________________________________________________________

6. Describe Meetings and Events Attended: 

  

7. Attached to this form are each of the following, signify that each item is attached by checking the corresponding box:
 a. o a completed Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form;
 b. o  the Primary Trip Sponsor Form completed by the trip sponsor prior to the trip, including all attachments and   
    the Additional Sponsor Form(s);
 c. o page 2 of the completed Traveler Form submitted by the employee; and
 d. o the letter from the Committee on Ethics approving my participation on this trip.

8. a. o    I represent that I participated in each of the activities reflected in the attached sponsor's agenda. 
  Signify statement is true by checking the box. 

 b. If not, explain:

 
I certify that the information contained on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Signature of Traveler: ______________________________________________   Date: __________________________

I authorized this travel in advance. I have determined that all of the expenses listed on the attached Sponsor Post-Travel 
Disclosure Form were necessary and that the travel was in connection with the employee’s official duties and would not 
create the appearance that the employee is using public office for private gain. 

Name of Supervising Member: ______________________________________   Date: __________________________

Signature of Supervising Member: ____________________________________________________________________  

o Original o Amendment
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SPONSOR POSTTRAVEL DISCLOSURE FORM
This form must be completed by an officer of any organization that served as the primary trip sponsor in providing travel 
expenses or reimbursement for travel expenses to House Members, officers, or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. 
A completed copy of the form must be provided to each House Member, officer, or employee who participated on the 
trip within ten days of their return. You must answer all questions, and check all boxes, on this form for your submission 
to comply with House rules and the Committee’s travel regulations. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in 
the denial of future requests to sponsor trips and/or subject the current traveler to disciplinary action or a requirement to 
repay the trip expenses.  
NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

1. Sponsor(s) who paid for the trip:  ___________________________________________________________________

2. Travel Destination(s):  ____________________________________________________________________________

3. Date of Departure:  _____________________________  Date of Return:  ___________________________________

4. Name(s) of Traveler(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________
 Note: You may list more than one traveler on a form only if all information is identical for each person listed.  
5. Actual amount of expenses paid on behalf of, or reimbursed to, each individual named in Question 4:

Total Transportation 
Expenses

Total Lodging 
Expenses

Total Meal  
Expenses

Total Other Expenses 
(dollar amount per item  
and description)

Traveler

Accompanying 
Family Member

6. All expenses connected to the trip were for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump sum payment.  
 Signify statement is true by checking box.

I certify that the information contained in this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature: _______________________________________________________   Date: __________________________

Name: __________________________________________________________   Title: __________________________

Organization: ____________________________________________________________________________________

I am an officer of the above-named organization. Signify statement is true by checking box.

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________  Telephone: __________________________

Committee staff may contact the above-named individual if additional information is required.
If you have questions regarding your completion of this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103.

Original Amendment

Recording Industry Association of America
New York, New York

3/13/2023 3/14/2023

Joe Zanoni

$144 $210.06 $53.35 $39.69 ubers/taxis

n/a n/a n/a n/a

Victoria Sheckler Digitally signed by Victoria Sheckler 
Date: 2023.03.22 12:38:09 -04'00'

Victoria Sheckler SVP, Deputy General Counsel

Recording Industry Association of America

1000 F St NW, 2nd Fl, Washington, DC 20004

vsheckler@riaa.com 202-775-0101

■

■

■













Chairman

Ranking Member 

Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

Counsel to the Chairman 

Counsel to the Ranking Member 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joe Zanoni 
Office of Rep. Zoe Lofgren 
Washington, DC 
 

Dear Joe: 

I would like to invite you to attend the Recording Industry Association of America’s (RIAA) privately-
sponsored trip to New York City to visit Warner Music Group (WMG), Sony Music Entertainment (SME), 
and Universal Music Group (UMG) on Monday, March 13 through Tuesday, March 14, 2023. This trip has 
been planned in accordance with the House of Representatives’ privately-sponsored travel rules. 

The Recording Industry Association of America advocates for recorded music and the people and 
companies that create it in the United States. RIAA’s several hundred members – ranging from major 
American music groups with global reach to artist-owned labels and small businesses – make up the 
world’s most vibrant and innovative music community, working to help artists reach their potential and 
connect with fans while supporting hundreds of thousands of American jobs.  

This trip involves a series of briefings and discussions pertaining to the development and business 
practices of music companies in the digital age. It will bring congressional staffers together with industry 
experts and executives for the purposes of understanding key issues affecting trade, intellectual 
property, and copyright policies.  On Tuesday, March 14, RIAA will sponsor a full day of discussions and 
tours that examine the daily functions of these three major record labels.  Items on the agenda will 
include presentations from the record labels’ leadership and communications staff, along with visiting 
onsite facilities such as the Artist & Repertoire (A&R) department and in-house recording studios.  

RIAA will cover costs relating to the trip, including: round-trip transportation, hotel expenses for 
Monday, March 13 and group meals. We will provide paperwork for submission prior to the 30-day 
House Ethics travel deadline (Saturday, February 11, 2023).  Please respond to Isabel Wasserzug at 
iwasserzug@riaa.com prior to this deadline to confirm your participation and timely submission of the 
attached ethics travel forms.  

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Victoria Sheckler  
Senior Vice President, Deputy General Counsel  
Recording Industry Association of America 

mailto:iwasserzug@riaa.com


 

 
 

 
 

Recording Industry Association of America 
Educational Staff Trip to  

Warner Music Group / Sony Music Entertainment / Universal Music Group 
Monday, March 13 – Tuesday, March 14 

 
Monday, March 13 
 
2:30pm   Staff suggested arrival to Union Station (Washington, DC)  
 
3:05pm   Amtrak Train Departure 
    Amtrak train #148 Northeast Regional 

Union Station to Moynihan Train Hall/Penn Station (coach travel) 
    Estimated travel cost: $31/person 
 
6:30pm   Amtrak arrival to Moynihan Train Hall/Penn Station (New York, NY) 
 
6:40pm   Depart Moynihan Train Hall/Penn Station for Freehand New York hotel 
    Upon arrival to Penn Station, Hill staff will take Ubers to hotel 
    Estimated transportation costs: $8/person 
 
6:50pm   Hotel check in at Freehand New York 
    Freehand New York (23 Lexington Ave, New York NY 10010) 
    Room rate: $175.50/night 
    Hotel was chosen for proximity to site locations on March 14 
 
Tuesday, March 14 
 
Please bring valid identification and proof of vaccine or negative covid test. This is required to enter some 
of the labels’ offices on the tour. 
 
8:15am   Hotel check out 
  
8:30am   Staff take Ubers to briefing at Warner Music Group 
    Estimated transportation costs: $10/person 
 
8:45am-10:00am Working breakfast & RIAA educational briefing at Warner Music Group 
    Warner Music Group (1633 Broadway, New York, NY 10019) 

Breakfast delivered 
Estimated breakfast cost: $19/person 

      



Hill staff will receive an overview of the music business looking at public 
RIAA industry revenue numbers along with a recent report on label 
value in the modern music era and will hear from an industry expert on 
the latest trends in music fans’ listening habits. Overview will end with 
Q&A. The educational briefing will feature: 
 
8:45am-8:50am  Rafael Fernandez, SVP, State Public Policy, RIAA  
 
8:55am-9:15am Josh Friedlander, SVP, Research & Economics, 

RIAA 
 
9:20am-9:45am Erin Burr, VP, Media Relations, Gold & Platinum 

Awards, RIAA 
 
9:45am-10:00am Q&A  

 
10:00am-10:10am Break  
 
10:10-11:30am  Continued educational briefing at Warner Music Group  
    Warner Music Group (1633 Broadway, New York, NY 10019) 

 
At Warner Music Group, staff will learn first-hand what goes into 
discovering unique talent and what the future of music looks like in the 
digital age. What is the “formula” for knowing which artists to sign? 
How does emerging technology assist in that search? And in this age of 
DIY where anyone can release an album, what does a label bring to the 
table that might help an artist achieve their dreams of success? What’s 
next after streaming and how will fans interact with music in the 
Metaverse? All of these questions (and more) will be answered as staff 
will hear from label executives in charge of these essential functions, 
along with a tour of the in-house Atlantic recording studio [TBC]. The 
educational briefing will feature: 
 
10:10am-10:30am: Tour of Atlantic Records’ recording studio with 

one of Atlantic’s engineers 
 
10:30am-11:30am:  Summer Wilkie, Senior Vice President, 

Communications and Marketing, Warner Music 
Group, will moderate a discussion featuring: 
- Oana Ruxandra, EVP, Business Development 
- Chief Digital Officer and Riggs Morales, SVP, 

Urban A&R, Atlantic Records (invited) 
 
11:30am  Staff take Ubers to briefing at Sony Music Entertainment 
    Estimated transportation costs: $9/person  
 



 
12:00pm-1:30pm Educational tour & lunch at Sony Music Entertainment 

Sony Music Entertainment (25 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10010) 
Lunch delivered  
Estimated lunch cost: $21/person 

  
At Sony Music, staff will get a demonstration of the company’s state-of-
the-art data and analytics tools used to help artists reach their broadest 
global audience as well as its cutting-edge artist royalty portal. These 
tools have been developed and are continually improved upon with the 
goals of transparency, speed and ease of use. They also inform the 
company’s Artist & Repertoire and marketing efforts, applications which 
will be brought to life through a case study of a recent Sony Music artist 
hit single and album release. The case study will highlight the complex 
and interconnected elements of a modern day global project launch. 
 
Staff will then learn how Sony Music is using AI and machine learning 
technologies as well as how it is approaching the legal, commercial and 
creative challenges and opportunities presented by rapidly evolving 
generative AI technologies.   
 
12:00pm-12:20pm Intro and welcome by Dierdre McDonald, EVP, 

Global Public Policy & Government 
 
12:20pm-12:40pm Demonstration and discussion featuring: 

- Kirit Joshi, Chief Information Officer 
 
12:40pm-1:05pm Discussion featuring: 

- Victoria White-Mason, VP of Marketing, 
Columbia Records 

 
1:05pm-1:30pm  Demonstration and discussion: AI’s 

Opportunities and Challenges for the Music 
Business 
- Jeff Walker, EVP & Head, Business & Legal 

Affairs, Global Digital Business 
- Chris Frankenberg, VP, Head of Emerging 

Technology 
 
1:30pm   Staff take Ubers to briefing at Universal Music Group 
    Estimated transportation costs: $5/person 
 
2:00pm-3:45pm  Educational tour at Universal Music Group 

Republic Studios (218 W 18th St. New York, NY 10011) 
Estimated snack costs: $7/person 
 



Staff will begin their visit to UMG with a tour of Republic Records’ newly 
built studios, located in Manhattan’s Chelsea neighborhood, and a 
discussion with senior Republic executives providing an educational 
overview of the role of a music label and Universal’s artist-centric 
business model. Participants will tour each purpose-built studio, see 
how music is recorded and mixed, experience new audio technologies 
such Dolby Atmos, and learn about the use of AI in music. 
 
During these highly interactive sessions, staff will learn how IP is utilized 
through multiple business opportunities. They will also learn about A&R, 
artist investment and the collaboration between artists and labels 
required to build a successful career in music, where artists reach their 
greatest creative and commercial potential. 
 
Questions raised will include: What constitutes an artist-centric business 
model?  How does a label nurture an artist’s sound and shape their 
brand?  What role does a label have in helping an artist in the studio 
and continuing to optimize their catalog through new, creative and 
innovative projects?  How are labels innovating in the current digital 
market- both in terms of technology and business practice? What are 
some of the current threats in the marketplace?  
 
Sessions will feature:  

- Monte Lipman, Founder/Chairman, Republic Records (invited)  
- Avery Lipman, Founder/President, Republic Records (invited)  
- Danielle Price, EVP, Republic Records (invited) 
- David Wolter- EVP, A&R, Republic Records (invited)  
- Richard LaPointe, Director, Republic Studios (invited) 
- Christine Thomas, Head of Music Partnerships, Dolby (invited) 
- Eric Berman, EVP, Public Policy, UMG (confirmed)  

 
2:00pm-2:15pm Eric Berman, Intro to UMG and Music 101 
 
2:15pm–2:45pm  Conversation with Republic Records on the 

collaboration between artist and label 
Featuring: Monte and Avery Lipman, among 
other Republic staff: 
- Danielle Price, Artist Centric Practices & 

Business Innovation 
- David Wolter, Artist Development  

 
2:45pm-3:30pm Staff divide into two groups and alternate visits 

between studios for an interactive experience  
- Studio A: Recording & Mixing a Record  



- Studio B (Atmos Room): Immersive Audio 
Technology & Music Innovation 
 

3:30pm-3:45pm  Immersive Automotive Systems Demo 
 
3:45pm Staff regroup in UMG’s Republic Studios lobby and take Ubers to Moynihan Train 

Hall/Penn Station 
  Estimated transportation costs: $8/person 
 
4:15pm Staff arrival at Moynihan Train Hall/Penn Station (New York, NY) 
 
5:41pm  Amtrak train departure 

Moynihan Train Hall/Penn Station to Union Station (coach travel)   
Amtrak train #193 Northeast Regional 
Estimated travel cost: $31/person 

 
9:01pm  Amtrak train arrival to Union Station (Washington, DC) 
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