














2023 Center Forward Issues Conference
Salamander Resort and Spa

Middleburg, Virginia — March 31- April 2, 2023
Conference Agenda

Friday, March 31, 2023

Casual Attire

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm* Registration – The Hamilton Room of the Salamander

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm Conference Welcome Reception
Lost Barrel Brewing
36138 John Mosby Highway, Middleburg, VA 20117

This evening is family-friendly and will be a BBQ buffet dinner. A
shuttle will run continuously from 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm between the
Salamander Resort and Lost Barrel Brewing.

Welcome Remarks – Building Consensus in a Polarized Congress

Riley Kilburg, Center Forward

*If you arrive after registration is closed, please join us at Lost Barrel Brewing. The
registration desk will be open again at 8:00 am Saturday.
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Saturday, April 1, 2023

Conference Program – Middleburg Ballroom

Casual Attire

8:00 am - 9:00 am Breakfast Buffet — Bluemont Room

Registration Desk Re-Opens

9:00 am - 9:15 am Welcome Remarks and Introduction, Cori Kramer, Center Forward

9:15 am - 9:45 am Breakfast Remarks

- Biden Administration Official (Multiple Invites - Speaker
TBD)

9:45 am - 10:45 am Panel Discussion —  “American Innovation: The Path to Prosperity”

U.S. innovation and American competitiveness thrives when our
nation invests in and supports the creation of cutting edge
technologies. It is that same investment, innovation, and
competitiveness that fuels the engine of private-sector innovation and
empowers a world of innovators to help move our country forward.
As the business landscape changes, Congress will face questions
regarding CHIPS implementation and oversight, supply chain issues,
trade negotiations, cybersecurity concerns, and many other issues.
This panel will explore how Congress can address these challenges
while fostering the country’s competitive advantage through a
private-public partnership. Joined by special guests:

- Adrienne Elrod,   Director of External Affairs, CHIPS Program
- Joe Hoellerer, Director of Government Affairs, The

Information Technology Industry Council (ITI)
- Bledi Taska, Executive Vice President & Chief Economist,

Lightcast

- Moderated by Cori Kramer, Center Forward

10:45 am - 11:00 am Break

11:00 am - 12:30 pm Breakout Sessions — “Balancing Competing Legislative Priorities”

Conference participants will work in small groups through facilitated
dialogues to review competing legislative priorities and find
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bipartisan agreement on policies that achieve shared goals and help
Congress find consensus. In five separate breakouts, participants will
consider health care, energy, technology, workforce, and digital
equity issues as they work together and weigh the public policy
impact of their decisions. Facilitated by special guests:

- Marissa Padilla, Global Strategy Group, Health Care Breakout
- Matthias Muehlbauer, OnePointFive, Energy and

Sustainability Breakout
- Rhett Buttle and Katie Vlietstra Wonnenberg, Public Private

Strategies, Workforce Breakout
- Austin Carson, SeedAI, Artificial Intelligence Breakout
- Katie Spiker, National Skills Coalition, Digital Equity Beyond

Broadband Breakout

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm Lunch — Middleburg Foyer

Lunch Remarks — Understanding Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) Research

Over the past few years, corporate America has placed greater
emphasis on Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG)
investments. Our speakers will be reviewing and discussing research
focusing on current corporate ESG efforts and future trends.

- Ron Bonjean, Co-Founder, ROKK Solutions
- Tessa Recendes, Assistant Professor of Management and

Organization, Pennsylvania State University
- Moderated by Cori Kramer, Center Forward
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1:30 pm - 2:30 pm Panel Discussion — Working Across the Aisle in a New Congress

As the 118th Congress is underway, Members of Congress and policy
influencers will consider several issues facing the American people in
2023. This panel will discuss Congress’ priorities, new House
leadership, their expectations for Congress, and where the parties
may be able to work together. Joined by special guests:

- Will Dunham, Former Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy to
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy

- Brendan Dunn, Former Policy Advisor and Counsel to Senate
Republican Leader Mitch McConnell

- Heather McHugh, Former Legislative Director to Senate
Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer

- Chris Randle, Former Legislative Director to House
Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries

- Moderated by Riley Kilburg, Center Forward

2:30 pm - 2:45 pm Panel Closing Remarks, Riley Kilburg, Center Forward

2:45 pm - 4:30 pm Policy Roundtable Discussions — Library

Perspectives from House offices on the 2023 legislative session

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm Break

Conference Closing Reception and Dinner

Business Casual Attire

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Reception — Middleburg Foyer

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm Dinner — Middleburg Ballroom

2023: The Legislative Implications of a Reshaping Congress and
White House

-  Kaitlan Collins, Anchor and Chief Correspondent, CNN (invited)

Closing Remarks, Riley Kilburg, Center Forward

8:30 pm - 12:00 am Harriman’s fire pit is reserved exclusively for the use of Center
Forward attendees

Conference Agenda — Page 4



Sunday, April 2, 2023

Casual Attire

8:00 am - 10:00 am Breakfast Buffet — Middleburg Foyer

Hotel Check Out is 11:00 am
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Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form: Supplemental

4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Melissa (Kiedrowicz) 
Ellison        

Director of 
Outreach and 
Member Services

House Committee on Ways 
and Means 

As the Democratic 
Director of Outreach and 
Member Services for the 
House Committee on 
Ways and Means, Ms. 
Ellison can share insights 
into the committee's 
priorities regarding 
inflation, supply chain 
problems, and high energy 
costs. 

Liz Amster Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Jake Auchincloss

Ms. Amster will be able to 
share her perspective on 
the US's trade relationship 
with China and related 
supply chain issues as the 
Chief of Staff to a member 
of the Select Committee on 
China. 

Taylor Andreae Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Mike Gallagher

As the Chief of Staff to a 
Member that serves on the 
Select Committee on 
China, Mr. Andreae will 
bring his expertise on the 
supply chain and 
cybersecurity challenges 
facing the United States, 
and the solutions Congress 
can consider to address 
those challenges. 

Hillary Beard        Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Terri Sewell

Ms. Beard will share her 
experiences as Chief of 
Staff to an active 
Congressional Black 
Caucus and House 
Committee on Ways and 
Means Member.
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

A. Brooke Bennett Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
French Hill

As the Chief of Staff to a 
Member of the Financial 
Services Committee, Ms. 
Bennett can share her 
insights into current 
legislative efforts 
regarding issues 
concerning banking and 
antitrust policy.

Lorissa Bounds Chief of Staff Office of Representative Jay 
Obernolte

As Chief of Staff to a 
Member that serves on the 
House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, 
and the Science, Space, 
and Technology 
Committee, Ms. Bounds 
can speak to current efforts 
to expand access to health 
care, tackle supply chain 
vulnerabilities, and global 
leadership in innovation 
and technology. 

Larry Calhoun Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Kat Cammack

Mr. Calhoun will be able 
to share insights into 
policies that strengthen 
rural communities as a 
Chief of Staff for a 
member that serves on the 
House Committee of 
Agriculture. 

Steven Carlson Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Chris Pappas

As Chief of Staff for a 
member of the House 
Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs and House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure, Mr. Carlson 
will share the Committees' 
current defense policy 
priorities and insights on 
America's transportation 
infrastructure. 
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Ryan Carney        Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Bryan Steil

Mr. Carney can speak to 
legislative priorities of a 
Member representing a 
district that spans rural, 
urban, and suburban areas 
and the need for a 
bipartisan approach in 
developing solutions to the 
challenges his constituents 
face.

Buddy Carter U.S. 
Representative

1st Congressional District 
of Georgia

As a Member of the House 
Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, Mr. Carter can 
speak to the efforts to 
ensure a strong and 
reliable healthcare 
infrastructure, particularly 
in rural areas. 

Andrew Christianson        Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Dusty Johnson

As Chief of Staff for a 
member of the House 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Mr. Christianson brings a 
wide array of insight to 
conversations on energy, 
food security, workforce, 
and more.

Adam Cloch Communications 
Director

Office of Representative 
John Curtis

As a Communications 
Director to an Energy and 
Commerce Committee 
member, Mr. Cloch will 
offer advice and insights 
about messaging regarding 
the environment and 
technology.
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Hector Colón Deputy Chief of 
Staff

Office of Representative 
Marilyn Strickland

As the Deputy Chief of 
Staff to a Member that 
serves on the Committee 
on Transportation and 
Infrastructure, Mr. Colón 
will be able to speak to 
transportation priorities 
and related pay-fors from 
the perspective of an office 
focused on finding 
common ground and 
pragmatic solutions.

Chris Crawford Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Buddy Carter

As Chief of Staff to a 
member who serves on the 
House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, 
Mr. Crawford will be able 
to speak to the current 
health care and energy 
policies being considered 
in Congress.

Earnestine Dawson Digital Director

Office of Democratic 
Minority Leader Hakeem 
Jeffries

As the Digital Director in 
the Democratic Minority 
Leader's office, Ms. 
Dawson offers a policy 
perspective on the 
important issues within the 
Democratic Caucus.

Regan Delaney  Member Services 
Director

Republican Governance 
Group

As the Member Services 
Director of the Republican 
Governance Group, Ms. 
Delaney can share insight 
into the key priorities of 
the group.

Lydia Denis Legislative 
Director

Office of Representative 
David Joyce

As the Legislative Director 
to an Appropriations 
Committee member, Ms. 
Denis will be able to speak 
to the ongoing budget 
process and fiscal 
priorities related to federal 
expenditures on issues 
discussed at the 
conference.



5

Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form: Supplemental

4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Erin Doty Legislative 
Director

Office of Representative 
Raul Ruiz

As the Legislative Director 
for an active member of 
the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Ms. Doty will 
be able to speak to the 
challenges of reaching 
bipartisan consensus on 
health care reform options.

Mark Dreiling Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Don Bacon

Mr. Dreiling serves as the 
Chief of Staff to a 
Republican member and 
will be able to speak to the 
legislative priorities of the 
House Agriculture 
Committee and the Main 
Street Caucus.

Jaryn Emhof Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Daniel Webster

As Chief of Staff for a 
member who serves on the 
House Committee on 
Natural Resources, Ms. 
Emhof will be able to 
discuss current climate and 
energy policies the 
committee is considering.

Jamie Fleet Senior Advisor Office of Democratic 
Leader Hakeem Jeffries

Mr. Fleet has extensive 
policy experience and can 
provide insight and speak 
on legislative priorities of 
the Democratic Caucus. 

Andy Flick Executive 
Director New Democrat Coalition

As Executive Director of 
the New Democrat 
Coalition, Mr. Flick is 
actively engaged in efforts 
to advance bipartisan 
dialogue and pragmatic 
legislation.
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Dylan Frost Deputy Chief of 
Staff

Office of Representative 
French Hill

Mr. Frost can share his 
perspective on supply 
chain and cybersecurity 
issues and their relation to 
American trade as the 
Deputy Chief of Staff to a 
member of the House 
Financial Services and 
Foreign Affairs 
Committees.

Sarah Gilbert Deputy Chief of 
Staff

Office of Representative 
Neal Dunn

As Deputy Chief of Staff 
to an to a member who 
serves on the House 
Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, Ms. Gilbert 
has valuable insight on 
Congress' priorities on 
health care policy and the 
impact of these policies on 
the workforce.

Joseph Goldberg Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Eric Sorensen 

Mr. Goldberg can offer 
insights on the legislative 
priorities around energy 
and sustainability as the 
Chief of Staff to a member 
of the House Committee 
on Science, Space, and 
Technology. 

Cesar A. Gonzalez Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Mario Diaz-Balart

As Chief of Staff to a 
Member of the 
Appropriations 
Committee, Mr. Gonzalez 
can provide valuable 
insights about the current 
budget process and fiscal 
priorities.
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Aaron Groce Legislative 
Director

Office of Representative 
Sean Casten

As Chief of Staff to a 
member of the House 
Financial Services 
Committee, Mr. Groce 
offers a perspective on 
trade and supply chain and 
ensuring workers can earn 
a living wage and compete 
in global markets. 

Leslie Grubb Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Greg Landsman

Ms. Grubb is Chief of 
Staff to a member of the 
House Committee on 
Small Business and can 
share her perspective on 
pressing workforce issues. 

Tiffany Guarascio Staff Director House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce

As the Democratic Staff 
Director for the Energy 
and Commerce 
Committee, Ms. Guarascio 
can share her insights to 
the discussion on health 
care policy and reform.

Liana Guerra Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Darren Soto 

Ms. Guerra can speak to 
the energy policy priorities 
and goals of the House 
Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

Jihun Han Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Lori Chavez-Deremer

As Chief of Staff to a 
member of the House 
Committee on Education 
and the Workforce, Mr. 
Han can share his 
perspective on potential 
legislation related to 
workforce issues.

Rachel Harris Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Debbie Lesko

As Chief of Staff to a 
member of the House 
Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, Ms. Harris 
will be able to discuss 
current energy and 
technology priorities.
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Maeve Healy Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Grace Meng

As the Chief of Staff to an 
Appropriations Committee 
member, Ms. Healy will be 
able to speak to the 
ongoing budget process 
and fiscal priorities.

Chloe Hunt Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Sean Casten

As Chief of Staff to a 
member on the House 
Financial Services 
Committee and the 
Sustainable Energy and 
Environment Coalition, 
Ms. Hunt will bring insight 
on issues related to 
environmental justice, 
plastics, and other 
recycling infrastructure 
needs.

Paige Hutchinson Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Colin Allred

Ms. Hutchinson will be 
able to speak to 
transportation and 
infrastructure priorities 
from the perspective of a 
moderate member focused 
on finding common 
ground and pragmatic 
solutions.

Sarah Kaplan Feinmann Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Lizzie Fletcher

As Chief of Staff to a 
Member that serves on the 
House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, 
Ms. Kaplan Feinmann can 
speak to current efforts to 
strengthen American 
supply chains and 
domestic innovation.

Jazmine Kemp Executive 
Director

Republican Main Street 
Caucus

As the Executive Director 
of the Main Street Caucus, 
Ms. Kemp can offer 
insight into bipartisan 
efforts from the members 
of the caucus.
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Micah Ketchel        Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Michael Waltz

Mr. Ketchel brings 
perspective on a number of 
pressing issues including 
small business solutions, 
addressing climate and 
sustainability challenges, 
and working to reduce the 
pressures of inflation on 
consumers.

Sophie Khanahmadi Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Brett Guthrie

As Chief to a member of 
the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, 
Ms. Khanahmadi will add 
value and insight on the 
conversations to lower 
healthcare costs and 
expand access to 
Americans.

Derek Kilmer U.S. 
Representative

6th Congressional District 
of Washington

As a member of the 
Appropriations 
Committee, Mr. Kilmer 
will share his experience 
of working with 
Republicans and 
Democrats to pass 
appropriation bills to 
ensure the competitiveness 
of the U.S. economy and 
an environment to support 
innovation. 

Joseph Knowles Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Brian Fitzpatrick

As Chief of Staff for the 
Co-Chair of the Problem 
Solvers Committee, Mr. 
Knowles will be able to 
speak about compromise 
and working across the 
aisle on upcoming 
legislation.
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Bonnie Krenz Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Abigail Spanberger

As Chief of Staff for a 
member of the House 
Committee on Foreign 
Affairs Committee, Ms. 
Krenz can speak to the 
policy priorities of the 
Committee and potential 
cybersecurity threats.

John Lee Legislative 
Director

Office of Representative 
Nikki Budzinski 

Mr. Lee is the Legislative 
Director to a freshman 
Congresswoman and will 
offer his insight on 
legislation based on his 
experience working in 
various offices.

James Leuschen Policy Director Office of Representative 
Steny Hoyer

As Policy Director for one 
of the most senior 
Democrats in the House, 
Mr. Leuschen has 
extensive policy 
experience and can speak 
to American innovation 
and competitiveness 
measures, as well as 
provide insight into other 
legislative priorities.

Jeremy Marcus Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Doris Matsui

As Chief of Staff to a 
member who serves on the 
House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, 
Mr. Marcus will be able to 
share insight on the future 
of energy and 
sustainability in the U.S.

Macey Matthews Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Brittany Pettersen 

As a Chief of Staff to a 
freshman member of the 
House Financial Services 
Committee, Ms. Matthews 
will share her insight into 
legislative priorities 
regarding workforce issues 
for small businesses. 
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Vivian Moeglein Staff Director House Committee on 
Natural Resources

Ms. Moeglein can share 
her perspectives on energy 
and sustainability from her 
role as Staff Director of 
the House Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

Tim Monahan Operations 
Director

Office of the Speaker of the 
House Kevin 
McCarthy/House Committe 
on Administration 

As a staffer for the House 
Committee on 
Administration and in the 
Office of the Speaker of 
the House, Mr. Monahan 
offers insight and 
familiarity with House 
protocol and shares 
interest in exploring ways 
the two parties can work 
together in Congress. 

Tom Moran Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Maria Salazar

As Chief of Staff to a 
member that serves on the 
House Committee on 
Small Business, Mr. 
Moran can speak to issues 
such as workforce 
development, training, and 
innovation that affect 
small business owners. 

René Muñoz Chief of Staff Office of Representative J. 
Luis Correa

As the Chief of Staff to a 
Member that serves on the 
House Committee on 
Homeland Security, Mr. 
Muñoz can speak to the 
priorities of the 
Committee, particularly as 
it relates to innovative 
solutions to current cyber 
and national security 
threats.
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Jenifer Nawrocki Bradley Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
John Rutherford 

As Chief of Staff to a 
member of the House 
Appropriations 
Committee, Ms. Bradley 
can speak to the current 
budget and fiscal priorities 
being considered in the 
committee.

Andrew Noh Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Marilyn Strickland

As Chief of Staff to a 
Member that serves on the 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure, Mr. Noh 
will be able to share 
insight on the committee's 
priorities for infrastructure 
improvements and 
economic development. 

Jaclyn O'Day Executive 
Director Problem Solvers Caucus

As the Executive Director 
of the Problem Solvers 
Caucus, Ms. O'Day will 
share the bipartisan policy 
and legislative priorities of 
Republicans and 
Democrats in the caucus.

Jed Ober Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Susan Wild

As Chief of Staff to a 
member on the House 
Committee on Education 
and the Workforce 
Committee, Mr. Ober will 
add to the conversation 
around the current job 
market and workforce 
training and development 
in America. 

Chad Obermiller Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Ami Bera

As Chief of Staff to a 
member of the House 
Select Committee on 
Intelligence, Mr. 
Obermiller can share his 
perspective on 
cybersecurity and 
American competitiveness 
on a global stage. 
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Stephanie Palencia Director of 
Outreach

Office of Democratic 
Minority Leader Hakeem 
Jeffries

As the Director of 
Outreach in the Office of 
the Democratic Minority 
Leader, Ms. Palencia can 
offer valuable insights into 
the legislative direction of 
the Democratic Caucus.

Jimmy Panetta U.S. 
Representative

19th Congressional District 
of California

As a member of the House 
Committee on Ways and 
Means, Mr. Panetta will 
offer valuable insights 
about taxation, 
international trade, and 
tariffs as they relate to 
American innovation and 
competitiveness.

Larkin Parker Communications 
Director

Office of Representative 
Haley Stevens

As Communications 
Director to a member of 
the House Committee on 
Science, Space, and 
Technology, Ms. Parker 
can share insights on 
CHIPS implementation 
and American supply 
chains. 

Nancy Peele Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Bruce Westerman 

Ms. Peele, serving as Chief 
of Staff to a Member of the 
House Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure, can speak to 
the priorities of the 
member as Congress 
works with the private 
sector and Biden 
Administration.
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Andrew Renteria Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
David Valadao

As Chief of Staff to a 
member of the 
Appropriations 
Committee, Mr. Renteria 
can provide valuable 
insights on the priorities 
and outlay of the 
Committee as it relates to 
federal expenditures on 
health care, energy, small 
business, and other major 
programs and relief 
packages.

Margaret Reynolds Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Jared Golden

As Chief of Staff to a 
member of the House 
Committee on Small 
Business and Co-chair of 
the Blue Dog Coalition, 
Ms. Reynolds will be able 
to speak to the challenges 
business owners face that 
affect them every day in 
the workforce space.  

Mitchell Rivard Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Dan Kildee

As the Chief of Staff to a 
member of the House 
Committee on Ways and 
Means, Mr. Rivard can 
speak to the priorities of 
the committee and the 
policy goals of health care 
premiums and prescription 
drugs.

Jamie Robinette      Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Aaron Bean 

As the Chief of Staff to a 
freshman member of the 
House Committee on 
Small Business, Ms. 
Robinette will speak to the 
challenges Americans face 
related to health care 
accessibility, and 
broadband issues. 
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Mary Rosado Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Andy Barr

Ms. Rosado will offer
insight from the
the perspective of a
office and as Chief of Staff 
for a Member that serves 
on the Committee on 
Financial Services.

Clay Schroers      Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Seth Magaziner 

Mr. Schroers will offer
insight from the
the perspective of a 
freshman
office and as Chief of Staff 
for a Member that serves 
on the Committee on 
Homeland Security.

Burke Smith Deputy Chief of 
Staff

Office of Representative 
David Joyce

As the Chief of Staff to an 
Appropriations Committee 
member, Burke will be 
able to speak to the 
ongoing budget process 
and fiscal priorities related 
to federal expenditures on 
issues discussed at the 
conference.

Pete Spiro Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Jimmy Panetta

As the Chief of Staff to a 
Member of the House 
Committee on Ways and 
Means, Mr. Spiro can 
provide insights on the 
committee's priorities for 
American trade and supply 
chains. 

Marilyn Strickland U.S. 
Representative

10th Congressional District 
of Washington

Ms. Strickland can speak 
to the defense policy 
priorities as a Member of 
the House Armed Services 
Committee and the 
changing nature of 
cybersecurity threats.
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First Last Title Affiliation Reason

Eric Swalwell U.S. 
Representative

15th Congressional District 
of California

As a member of the House 
Judiciary Committee, Mr. 
Swalwell an speak to the 
priorities related to 
technological leadership 
and strengthening 
economic and national 
security. 

Jeremy Tittle Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Salud Carbajal

Mr. Tittle will be able to 
share his experience as a 
Chief of Staff for a 
Member focusing on 
issues specifically related 
to American antitrust, 
technology, and health 
care.

Rachel Wagley Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Blake Moore 

Ms. Wagley can speak to 
the tax policy priorities 
and goals of the House 
Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Emma Weir Communications 
Director New Democrat Coalition

As the Communications 
Director for the New 
Democrat Coalition, Ms. 
Wir will be able to share 
her experiences advancing 
bipartisan legislation 
related to health care, 
cybersecurity, and 
workforce policies. 

Yardena Wolf Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Eric Swalwell 

As Chief of Staff to a 
member of the House 
Committee on the 
Judiciary, Ms. Wolf can 
speak to Democratic 
priorities about innovation 
and competition.

Andrew Wright Chief of Staff Office of Representative 
Derek Kilmer

As Chief of Staff to an 
Appropriations Committee 
Member, Mr. Wright can 
provide insight into 
workforce challenges and 
new policies for jobs 
training in Congress.   
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4.

First Last Title Affiliation Reason
12. Sponsor’s interest in the subject matter and role in organizing the trip: 

Center Forward’s Issues Conference is being convened to bring together pragmatic policy influencers from 
various industries, organizations, and the public sector to focus on common-sense solutions. Center Forward’s 
organizational mission is to provide centrists the information they need to craft common-sense solutions and 
provide support in turning those ideas into results. Center Forward brings together Members of Congress, not-
for profits, academic experts, trade associations, corporations, and unions to find common ground. 

Center Forward is the sole organizer of the trip. Center Forward is planning the Conference and is responsible 
for the organization and execution of the event logistics as well as the programming content. Discussion topics 
will include: American innovation and competitiveness and the fostering of new initiatives through 
implications on CHIPS implementation, supply chain, manufacturing, cybersecurity, etc.; balancing competing 
legislative priorities including health care, energy and sustainability, the future of artificial intelligence, 
workforce, and digital equity: beyond broadband; Understanding Environmental, Social, and Governance 
(ESG) Research with a focus on the current corporate ESG efforts and future trends; and working across the 
aisle in a new Congress to examining the outlook of leadership; and the importance of finding ways to put aside 
partisan differences and work together to solve America's challenges. Participants are expected to include 
policymakers and advocacy groups as well as business leaders, academic researchers, and a member of the 
press. 
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