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COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

Washington, DC  20515 

 
September 29, 2022 

 
 
Ms. Jacqueline Schmitz 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
2253 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515  
 
Dear Ms. Schmitz: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Seattle, Washington, scheduled for October 9 to 11, 2022, sponsored by 
American Public Transportation Association.  We remind you that, because the trip sponsor 
employs a federal lobbyist, you may participate in officially-connected activity on one calendar 
day only. 
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $415 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

           
                       Theodore E. Deutch                  Michael Guest 

      Chairman                     Acting Ranking Member 
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Addendum to item #4: 

Members of Congress 

Rep. Rick Larsen (D-WA-2), Member, House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

Rep. Larsen s participation in this conference will serve as an opportunity for him to discuss legislative 

embers on the 
implementation of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, and the status of THUD Appropriations 
Act, and pending infrastructure investment legislation. 

Rep. Dan Newhouse (D-WA-4), Member, House Committee on Appropriations 

Rep. Newhouse s participation in this conference will serve as an opportunity for him to discuss 
legisl

implementation of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, and the status of THUD Appropriations 
Act, and pending infrastructure investment legislation. 

Congressional Staff 

Doug Disrud, Republican Professional Staff Member, House Committee on Appropriations  

participation in this conference will serve as an opportunity for him to discuss legislative issues of 

provide a forum for the staffer to brief APTA members on the implementation of the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act, and the status of THUD Appropriations Act, and pending infrastructure investment legislation. 

Will Dunham, Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy, House Minority Leader 

icipation in this conference will serve as an opportunity for him to discuss legislative issues 

will provide a forum for the staffer to brief APTA members on the implementation of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, and the status of THUD Appropriations Act, and pending infrastructure investment 
legislation. 

Josephine Eckert, Majority Professional Staff Member, House Committee on Appropriations

Ms

provide a forum for the staffer to brief APTA members on the implementation of the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act, and the status of THUD Appropriations Act, and pending infrastructure investment legislation. 

Robert Edmonson, Chief of Staff and Policy Director, Speaker of the House 

will provide a forum for the staffer to brief APTA members on the implementation of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, and the status of THUD Appropriations Act, and pending infrastructure investment 
legislation. 



Jackie Schmitz, Majority Senior Professional Staff Member, House Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure 

will provide a forum for the staffer to brief APTA members on the implementation of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, and the status of THUD Appropriations Act, and pending infrastructure investment 
legislation. 

Cheryle Tucker, Republican Staff Director, House Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure 

provide a forum for the staffer to brief APTA members on the implementation of the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act, and the status of THUD Appropriations Act, and pending infrastructure investment legislation. 



Congressional Staff Itinerary: APTA 2022 TRANSform Conference Seattle, WA

Sunday, October 9, 2022

8:15 AM 11:05 AM Arrival at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA) United 1964

11:05 AM 12:00 PM 55 minutes Hotel Arrival and Check-in

12:00 PM 1:30 PM 1.5 hours Lunch

1:30 PM 3:00 PM 1.5 hours Legislative Committee Meeting

3:00 PM 3:15 PM 15 minutes Break

3:15 PM 5:00 PM 1.75 hours Transit Board Members Committee Meeting

5:00 PM 7:00 PM 2 hours Dinner

Monday, October 10 , 2022

8:00 AM 8:30 AM
30 minutes Breakfast

8:30 AM 10:30 AM

1.5 hours

OPENING GENERAL SESSION WITH KEYNOTE

Featuring Kal Penn

Actor, Writer, Producer, and Former Associate Director of the White House Office of Public Engagement

10:30 AM 11:00 AM 30 minutes Break

11:00 AM 12:15 PM 1.15 hours
High Performance Intercity Passenger Rail Corridors: Identification, Development, and Financing Infrastructure

12:15 PM 1:30 PM 45 minutes Lunch

1:30 PM 2:15 PM 45 minutes Product and Services Showcase

2:15 PM 3:30 PM 1.5 hours Congress and the Year Ahead on Infrastructure Investment    

This session focuses on the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, the Build Back Better Act, Transportation 

Appropriations, and implementation of critical infrastructure investment.

Congressional Staff Panel (This discussion is off the record and not for attribution.)

Moderators

TBD

Panelists

Homer Carlisle, Majority Senior Advisor on Infrastructure, Transportation and Transit Policy (Invited)

Nicole Christus, Republican Professional Staff Member (Invited)

Doug Disrud, Republican Professional Staff Member (Invited)

Will Dunham, Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy (Invited)

Josephine Eckert, Majority Professional Staff Member (Invited)

Robert Edmonson, Chief of Staff and Policy Director (Invited)

Dabney Hegg, Majority Clerk (Invited)

Robert Hickman, Transporation Counsel (Invited)

Jackie Schmitz, Majority Senior Professional Staff Member (Invited)

Cheryle Tucker, Republican Staff Director (Invited)

Terry Van Doren, Senior Advisor (Invited)

3:30 PM 4:00 PM 30 minutes Break

4:00 PM 5:00 PM 1 hour General Session: Federal Transit Administration Update

Please join us in this General Session to hear from the Honorable Nuria Fernandez, Administrator of the Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA), and learn more about FTA’s public transit priorities and vision.

5:00 PM 7:00 PM 2 hour Dinner

Tuesday, October 11

1:25 PM 9:20 PM Departure from Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA) United 2275

 



Congressional Staff Itinerary: APTA 2022 TRANSform Conference Seattle, WA

Sunday, October 9, 2022

5:17 PM 8:09 PM Arrival at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA) Delta 1681

Monday, October 10 , 2022

8:00 AM 8:30 AM
30 minutes Breakfast

8:30 AM 10:30 AM

1.5 hours

OPENING GENERAL SESSION WITH KEYNOTE

Featuring Kal Penn

Join your industry peers as we kick-off the 2022 TRANSform Conference. Hear from APTA leadership and our host, King 

Count Metro, as they share all the exciting and relevant information you will learn and see over the next three days.

10:30 AM 11:00 AM 30 minutes Break

11:00 AM 12:15 PM 1.15 hours

High Performance Intercity Passenger Rail Corridors: Identification, Development, and Financing Infrastructure

The national intercity passenger rail network is expanding and enhancing its level of service. What are the goals for 

corridor projects and how are they being achieved? How can the current challenges to project delivery be overcome? 

Practitioners will provide timely and useful information to be both scalable and transformative.

12:15 PM 1:30 PM 45 minutes Lunch

1:30 PM 2:15 PM 45 minutes Product and Services Showcase

Transportation industry-related businesses and organizations showcase their products and services. 

2:15 PM 3:30 PM 1.5 hours Congress and the Year Ahead on Infrastructure Investment    

With Congress moving forward on infrastructure investment, this session features a discussion with key Congressional 

staff representing House and Senate committees responsible for public transportation funding, formulas, and policies.

Congressional Staff Panel (This discussion is off the record and not for attribution.)

Moderators

TBD

Panelists

Homer Carlisle, Majority Senior Advisor on Infrastructure, Transportation and Transit Policy

Nicole Christus, Republican Professional Staff Member 

Robert Edmonson, Chief of Staff and Policy Director 

Robert Hickman, Transporation Counsel 

Jackie Schmitz, Majority Senior Professional Staff Member 

3:30 PM 4:00 PM 30 minutes Break

4:00 PM 5:00 PM 1 hour General Session: Federal Transit Administration Update

This General Session features the Honorable Nuria Fernandez, Administrator of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). 

She will discuss the FTA’s public transit priorities and vision.

5:00 PM 7:00 PM 2 hour Dinner

Tuesday, October 11

1:25 PM 9:20 PM Departure from Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA) United 2275

 



 

 

 

 

August 12, 2022 

 

 

   Ms. Jackie Schmitz 

Majority Senior Professional Staff Member 

House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 

2165 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Ms. Schmitz: 

 

On behalf of the American Public Transportation Association (APTA), which 

represents an $80 billion industry that directly employs 450,000 people and 

supports millions of private-sector jobs, it is my pleasure to invite you to 

APTA’s 2022 TRANSform Conference to be held October 9-12, 2022, in 

Seattle, Washington.  

 

In particular, we invite you to participate in the Congressional staff session: 

“Congress and the Year Ahead in Infrastructure Investment”. This session is 

scheduled for Monday, October 10. This session will provide a good 

opportunity to discuss implementation of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 

Act, the THUD Appropriations Act, and pending infrastructure investment 

legislation, as well as your Committee’s priorities for the coming year. We also 

invite you to attend any of the other educational sessions at the Conference. 

 

We expect thousands of public-sector and private industry transit professionals 

will join us at the Conference. APTA’s TRANSform Conference is the flagship 

event for public transportation professionals to engage in workshops, 

experience technical tours, and network with colleagues. Keynote speakers and 

educational sessions explore cutting-edge hot topics, including transformative 

technology, mental health awareness, community building, innovative funding, 

and finance, safety and security, workforce development, and worldwide mega 

projects. 

 

APTA will provide you with hotel accommodations and meals, as well as 

roundtrip air fare between Washington, DC, and Seattle, WA, in accordance 

with Congressional ethics rules. We will follow up with additional information 

as necessary to facilitate approval from the Committee on Ethics. 

 

 



Ms. Jackie Schmitz  

August 12, 2022 

Page 2 

 

The health and well-being of APTA’s members, attendees, and guests are of the utmost 

importance. As such, APTA has instituted a mandatory vaccination or negative PCR COVID-19 

test policy for the 2022 TRANSform Conference. For more information, visit our Meet Safely 

page. If you have any questions about the Conference, please contact TaNeesha Johnson, 

Legislative Analyst of APTA’s Government Affairs and Advocacy Department, at 

tjohnson@apta.com or 202.379.8730.  
 

Thank you in advance for considering this opportunity to discuss legislative issues of importance 

to APTA’s members. We know our members would benefit greatly from your insights and the 

information you can share. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

       
 

 Paul P. Skoutelas 

 President and CEO 
 

https://s6.goeshow.com/apta/tfc/2022/safe.cfm
https://s6.goeshow.com/apta/tfc/2022/safe.cfm
mailto:tjohnson@apta.com

	Schmitz post-travel form.pdf
	JS 2022_Travel_Sponsor Post-Travel_Disclosure Form (10.2022) PPS signed.pdf
	Schmitz Travel Authorization Form 09-22.pdf
	House Primary Trip Sponsor Form (2022) signed PPS.pdf
	Schmitz_9.29.22_Approval-letter.pdf
	Revised Cong Staff Itinerary October 2022 (revised 09.14.2022).pdf
	APTA LTR TRANSform Invitation (Jackie Schmitz) (08.12.2022).pdf

