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Version date 3/2021 by Committee on Ethics

SPONSOR POST-TRAVEL DISCLOSURE FORM
This form must be completed by an officer of any organization that served as the primary trip sponsor in providing travel 
expenses or reimbursement for travel expenses to House Members, officers, or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. 
A completed copy of the form must be provided to each House Member, officer, or employee who participated on the 
trip within ten days of their return. You must answer all questions, and check all boxes, on this form for your submission 
to comply with House rules and the Committee’s travel regulations. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in 
the denial of future requests to sponsor trips and/or subject the current traveler to disciplinary action or a requirement to 
repay the trip expenses.  
NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

1.	 Sponsor(s) who paid for the trip: ____________________________________________________________________

2.	 Travel Destination(s): _____________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Date of Departure: ______________________________ 	Date of Return: ____________________________________

4.	 Name(s) of Traveler(s): ____________________________________________________________________________
	 Note: You may list more than one traveler on a form only if all information is identical for each person listed.		
5.	 Actual amount of expenses paid on behalf of, or reimbursed to, each individual named in Question 4:

Total Transportation 
Expenses

Total Lodging 
Expenses

Total Meal  
Expenses

Total Other Expenses 
(dollar amount per item  
and description)

Traveler

Accompanying 
Family Member

6.	 o All expenses connected to the trip were for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump sum payment.  
	 Signify statement is true by checking box.

I certify that the information contained in this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature:_ _______________________________________________________   Date:___________________________

Name:_ __________________________________________________________   Title:___________________________

Organization:_ ____________________________________________________________________________________

o I am an officer of the above-named organization. Signify statement is true by checking box.

Address:	_________________________________________________________________________________________

Email:_ ______________________________________________________  Telephone:___________________________

Committee staff may contact the above-named individual if additional information is required.
If you have questions regarding your completion of this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103.

o Original  o Amendment











12th Annual Biofuels Science and Sustainability Tour Agenda 

Monday, Aug. 16 

1:22 pm Arrive Des Moines airport from DC via Chicago on American flight 4221 
(House and Agency staff only) 

2:32 pm Arrive Des Moines airport from DC via Chicago on United flight 5497 
(House and Agency staff only) 

Met by bus. Check into hotel. 

4:45 pm Arrive Des Moines airport nonstop on American flight 4779 
(Senate, House, Agency staff)

Met by bus. 

5:30 pm Depart hotel for State Fair
3121 Dean Ave, Des Moines, IA 50317 

6:00-6:45 pm Dinner at Iowa State Fair (paid for by Tour sponsors) 
Cattlemen’s Beef Headquarters
Topics: Iowa FFA leaders will discuss their hopes for the future of agriculture 
and the role that biofuels can play. 

6:45 pm Walk to Cattle Barn Media Center

7:00-7:30 pm Gov. Kim Reynolds and Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig address
Tour
Cattle Barn Media Center
Topics: The Iowa leaders will discuss the importance of biofuels production and 
use to the Iowa economy and advances in agronomic practices that lead to a 
reduced environmental footprint year-after-year.

7:30-10:00 pm Tour Iowa State Fair Agriculture and Renewable Fuels Exhibits
Topics: Attendees will tour state fair exhibits on agriculture and renewable 
energy to obtain information about new technologies in these industries and to 
better understand regulatory issues facing the industries. 



10:00 pm Depart for hotel 

Overnight Savery Hotel 
401 Locust Street 
Des Moines, IA 50309 

Tuesday, Aug. 17 

7:00 am Coffee and breakfast available in meeting room 

8:00 am Depart hotel for Renewable Energy Group - Newton
3426 E. 28th Street North, Newton, Iowa 50208 

9:00-10:30 am Tour Renewable Energy Group  (biodiesel plant) 
Topics: See first-hand the improvements in the biodiesel production process, 
advancements in efficiency, the ability to utilize multiple feedstocks and tour of 
plant. 

10:30-11:00 am  Biodiesel policy update (same location, no break) 
Topics: Paul Winters, National Biodiesel Board Director of Public Affairs and 
Federal Communications, will discuss the environmental and carbon benefits that 
biodiesel and renewable diesel are delivering today as well as the significant 
health care benefits and cost savings for communities that switch to biodiesel. 

11:00 am Depart for Lincolnway Energy 
59511 West Lincoln Highway, Nevada, IA 50201 

Noon-2pm Lunch and Learn (paid for by Tour sponsors) 
Topic: Robert White, Renewable Fuels Association Vice President of Industry 
Relations will discuss the Renewable Fuel Standard, RINs, small refinery 
exemptions, exports, octane, carbon, and everything ethanol. 

2:00-3:30 pm Tour Lincolnway Energy (ethanol plant) (same location, no break) 
Topics: Plant executives to review production process, advancements in 
efficiency, and lead tour of plant. 

3:30 pm Depart for Verbio Nevada
59219 Lincoln Highway, Nevada, IA 50201 

3:40-4:00 pm Driving Tour of Verbio Nevada (renewable natural gas plant)
Topics: Plant executives will provide a brief review of the under-construction 
plant and how RFS and carbon policy impact RNG. 

4:00 pm Depart for Couser Cattle Company
19568 620th Ave, Nevada, IA 



4:15-5:00 pm  Tour of Couser Cattle Company Feedlot
Topics: Overview of Couser ag operation followed by informal small group 
discussions between area farmers and Tour participants on policy, trade and 
regulations impacting the farm economy. 

5:00 pm Depart for Couser Cattle Company demonstration field
 
5:15-6:30 pm Tour Couser Cattle Company Demonstration Field 

Topics: Tour participants will learn about the latest seed technology and 
agronomic practices for corn and soybeans, learn about the benefits of biofuel 
feed coproducts in livestock operations, witness the advances in precision farming 
equipment and discuss how biofuels, environmental and trade policy impact 
family farm operations. 

 
6:30-7:30 pm Dinner and Discussion with Area Farmers (same location, no break) (paid for 

by Tour sponsors) 
Topics: Tour participants will be joined by area farmers to discuss topics ranging 
from trade to energy and environmental policy, to advances in farming practices. 

 
7:30 pm Depart for hotel 
 
Overnight Savery Hotel 
  401 Locust Street 
  Des Moines, IA 50309 
 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 18 

7:30 am Coffee and breakfast available in meeting room 

8:30 am Depart for Iowa State University Sustainable Advanced Bioeconomy Research 
(SABR) Farm 

  1475 Y Avenue, Ames, IA
 
9:15-10:15 am Tour Iowa State University Sustainable Advanced Bioeconomy Research

(SABR) Farm 
Topic 1: Dr. Adina Howe: Sustainable Energy Crops for Biofuels and 
Bioproducts 

 
10:15 am Depart for Iowa State University BioCentury Research Farm 

1327 U Ave, Boone, Iowa 
 
 
 
 



10:30-11:30 am Tour Iowa State University BioCentury Research Farm
Topics: Attendees will tour the state-of-the-art research facility to witness the 
latest pre-commercial research on enzymatic and thermo-chemical biofuels 
production as well as pre-treatment of various feedstocks. 

 
11:30-1:00 pm  Lunch and Learn: Research Updates from Iowa State University

(same location, no break) 
Topic 1:  Dr. Marshall D McDaniel: Sustainable Agriculture  
Topic 2: Dr. Chad Hart: Carbon Markets 
 

1:00 pm Depart for Eagle’s Catch 
1802 Detroit Street, Ellsworth, IA 50075

1:45-2:45 pm Tour of Eagle’s Catch (aquaculture facility) 
Topics: Learn from executives about sustainable tilapia fish production and its 
connections with biofuels coproduct production. 

2:45 pm Depart for Kimberly Family Farms
12787 NE 112th Street, Maxwell, IA  50161 
 

3:45-5:45 pm Tour of Kimberly Family Farms
Topics: Grant Kimberley will review the history of the farm and the advances in 
technology and productivity made over 5 generations. Tour participants will also 
be joined by farmer-leaders of Iowa Soybeans and Iowa Corn to discuss and see 
first-hand the improvements in crop genetics and agronomics. 

 
5:45-6:30 pm Congressional Staff Roundtable (same location, no break) 

Topics: IRFA’s Monte Shaw moderates a Congressional Staff Roundtable where 
the latest policy updates on the RFS, energy, tax and trade policy will be 
discussed. 

6:30-7:30 pm Dinner and Discussion with Area Farmers (same location, no break) (paid for 
by Tour sponsors) 
Topics: Tour participants will be joined by area farmers to discuss topics ranging 
from trade to energy and environmental policy, to advances in farming practices. 

 
7:30 pm Depart for hotel 
 
Overnight Savery Hotel 
  401 Locust Street 
  Des Moines, IA 50309 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday, Aug. 19 

8:30 am Depart for Kwik Star Convenience Store
  2351 E. 1st Street, Grimes, Iowa 50111
 
9:00-9:30 am Grab and Go Breakfast at Kwik Star Convenience Store
 
9:30-10:30 am  Tour Kwik Star Convenience Store (fueling station) 

Topics: Joe Zeitlow will discuss why they offer various biofuel blends (E15, E85, 
and biodiesel), the necessary equipment, and customer acceptance. See blenders 
pumps and other fuel dispensing equipment.

10:30 am Depart for John Deere Intelligent Solutions Group
9505 Northpark Drive, Urbandale, Iowa 50322 

10:45-12:15 pm  Tour John Deere Intelligent Solutions Group
Topics: Tour participants will learn how John Deere creates advanced 
technology, incorporating machine learning, connectivity, computer vision, 
robotics, and sensors to improve the environmental and economic performance of 
farmers across the globe.

12:15-1:10 pm  Lunch and Learn (same location, no break) (paid for by Tour sponsors) 
 Topics: IRFA’s Monte Shaw will highlight the key issues discussed during the 

Tour and review policy priorities for biofuels producers. 
 
1:10 pm Depart for Des Moines airport 
 
1:40 pm Arrive at Airport 
 
2:40 pm Depart Des Moines for DC via Chicago on American flight 4221 
  (Senate, House and Agency staff) 
 
3:15 pm Depart Des Moines for DC via Chicago on United flight 5801 

(Senate, House and Agency staff) 
 

5:49 pm Depart Des Moines nonstop for DC on American flight 5241 
(House and Agency staff only) 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
August 13, 2021 

 
 
Mr. Ruben Goddard 
Office of the Honorable Donald Payne 
106 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Goddard: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Des Moines, Iowa, scheduled for August 16 to 19, 2021, sponsored by 
Iowa Renewable Fuels Association, and National Biodiesel Foundation, and Renewable Fuels 
Foundation, and Iowa Corn Growers Association, and Iowa Soybean Association, and Iowa 
Biodiesel Board, and Missouri Corn Growers Association, and North Dakota Ethanol Council, 
and Nebraska Corn Board, and Renew Kansas, and Farm Credit Services of America, and 
Renewable Fuels Nebraska, and Kansas Soybean Association, and Kansas Corn Growers 
Association, and Ames Chamber of Commerce, and Lincolnway Energy.   
 

This approval represents the Committee’s determination that the proposed trip complies 
with relevant House rules, federal laws, and Travel Regulations promulgated by the 
Committee.  You should engage in your own assessment of the risks and implications of 
engaging in travel during the current COVID-19 pandemic.   
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $415 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 
 

Theodore E. Deutch, Florida 
Chairman 

Jackie Walorski, Indiana 
Ranking Member 

 
Susan Wild, Pennsylvania 
Dean Phillips, Minnesota 
Veronica Escobar, Texas 

Mondaire Jones, New York 
 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Dave Joyce, Ohio 

John H. Rutherford, Florida 
Kelly Armstrong, North Dakota 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 
 

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
David W. Arrojo 

Counsel to the Chairman 
 

Kelle A. Strickland 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 
Facsimile: (202) 225–7392 



 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

           
                       Theodore E. Deutch          Jackie Walorski 

      Chairman                     Ranking Member 
 

TED/JW:mso 
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	Sponsors who paid for the trip: See Attachment A
	Travel Destinations: Des Moines, Ames, Newton, Nevada and Ellsworth (all in Iowa)
	Date of Departure: August 16, 2021
	Date of Return: August 19, 2021
	Names of Travelers: Ruben Goddard
	Total Transportation ExpensesTraveler: $1047.09

	Total Lodging ExpensesTraveler: $248.64 (including taxes)
	Total Meal ExpensesTraveler: $74.39 (including taxes)
	Total Other Expenses dollar amount per item and descriptionTraveler: $9 (Ticket to dinner at Iowa State Fair)
	Total Transportation ExpensesAccompanying Family Member: N/A
	Total Lodging ExpensesAccompanying Family Member: N/A
	Total Meal ExpensesAccompanying Family Member: N/A
	Total Other Expenses dollar amount per item and descriptionAccompanying Family Member: N/A
	Date: Aug. 30, 2021
	Name: Monte Shaw
	Title: Executive Director
	Organization: Iowa Renewable Fuels Association
	Address: 5505 NW 88th Street, #100, Johnston, Iowa 50131
	Email: 
	Telephone: 5152526249
	Disclosure Form: Choice1
	Expenses are actual costs: Yes
	I am an officer of the above-named organization: Yes


