












 

 

 
April 29, 2022 

 
 
Ms. Mary Werden 
Office of the Honorable Frank Pallone 
2107 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Ms. Werden: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Austin, Texas, scheduled for May 4 to 6, 2022, sponsored by Global 
Women's Innovation Network.   
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $415 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 
 

If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

            
                       Theodore E. Deutch          Jackie Walorski 

      Chairman                     Ranking Member 
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2022 Austin Itinerary 
Wednesday, May 4   
Flight Delayed and would not make connection 
8:30 AM  American Airlines flight # 4547 
9:26 AM  arrive BNA 
10:35 AM  American Airlines Flight # 3829 depart BNA 
12L52 PM  Arrive AUS 
 
Flight Changed due to delay  
 
10:04 AM  American flight # 2284 depart DCA 
 
12:37 PM  Arrive MCO 
 
1:45 PM 2:56 PM  American Flight # 1274 depart MCO 
 
4:10 PM 5:19 PM Arrive AUS 
 
6:00 PM  Arrive Sonder Hotel 
 
6:30 PM  Dinner with Amanda Zamora, Co-Founder and Publisher, the 19th News 
9:00 PM  Canje: 1914 E 6th Street, Suite C, The Patio 
 
Overview: The 19th is an independent, nonprofit newsroom reporting at the intersection of gender, politics and policy. The 
featured speaker at this dinner will be Amanda Zamora, the 19th’s co-founder and publisher. She spent nearly two 
decades as a digital editor, product manager and audience strategist at newsrooms including the Texas Tribune, 
ProPublica and The Washington Post. She serves as a board member for The American Press Institute and Chicas 
Poderosas. During this dinner we will discuss policy and politics around current events as they relate to women’s issues. 
We will also talk about what goes into building a startup nonprofit independent news organization and the business of 
The 19th.  
 

RON Sonder East Fifth: 1211 E 5th St, Austin, TX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Thursday, May 5   
 
8:30 AM  Breakfast ft. Allison O’Brien, Oracle 
9:30 AM  Snooze, an A.M. Eatery, 1109 E 5th Street 
 
Overview: Due to travel complications, during this rescheduled meeting we heard from Allison O’Brien, who serves as 
Managing Director, Government Affairs for Oracle Corporation, where she oversees industry-leading political programs in 
support of Oracle’s advocacy efforts, including diplomatic and policymaker engagement opportunities, the company’s 
political action committee, and political compliance, transparency, and oversight objectives. Additionally, Ms. O’Brien 
manages internal and external operations for Oracle Corporate Affairs globally. Allison led us through a conversation 
about how cloud services help small businesses lead in innovation-driven fields in surprising ways. 
 
5-minute drive 
 
 
10:00 AM  The Future of Self-Driving Autos with Argo AI ft. Rachel Rathore 
11:00 AM  4800 East 7th Street 
 
Overview: Argo AI is an autonomous driving technology company headquartered in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The 
company was co-founded in 2016 by Bryan Salesky and Peter Rander, veterans of the Google and Uber automated driving 
programs. At Argo, they are on a mission to make the world’s streets and roadways safe, accessible, and useful for all. 
Argo is extremely unique in how they handle partnerships to bring a better technology to market. They have partnerships 
with five leading scientific universities to lend principal scientists to the company and to bridge the gap between tech and 
academia. In this meeting we will learn about their goal for safer roads and how tech and academia are at the center of 
this endeavor.  
 
Rachel Rathore is a member of the Public Policy and Government Relations team at Argo AI where she focuses on 
advancing autonomous vehicle policy at the federal level. Prior to joining Argo AI, Rachel served as Legislative Director for 
a senior member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee and advised on telecommunications and technology 
policy. She played a key role in drafting and advancing nine bills into law, including the STOP Robocalls Act, the Precision 
Agriculture Connectivity Act, and the Advancing Unmanned Delivery Services Act. Rachel is an Ohio native and holds a 
bachelor’s degree in political science and geography from Miami University (OH). Rachel, who intimately understands the 
role that Congress plays in helping bringing new innovative technology to market, will not only discuss the tech and 
impact of this innovative company, but she will also discuss how Congress can help clear the path for new technologies 
like this to exist. 
 
20-minute drive 
 
 
 
11:30 AM  The Technical Innovation Behind Amazon Fulfillment ft.  
1:00 PM  2000 E Pecan St, Pflugerville, TX 78660 
 
Overview: There is no question that Amazon is one of the most innovative companies in the world. At the center of that 
innovation are their fulfillment centers. While often discussed in the media, most people are not able to actually see what 
goes into fulfilling a single Amazon order. This meeting will be an opportunity for our delegation to see the 
groundbreaking tech that goes behind package fulfillment. After the tour, we will have with the facility’s general manager 
to hear from him about the intricacies of this process.  The tour of the facility was led by Mike Pelenero & Lee Fleming 
giving us an in depth look at all the processes of fulfillment along with the jobs available with flex hours and full-time 
benefits.  The automation of many processes as they continue to increase production but maintain the jobs promised to 
Pflugerville Community Development Corp.  
 



It is no secret that Amazon fulfillment centers host some of the most cutting-edge technologies in the US that are 
changing the America landscape. It is also known that the practices at fulfillment centers have come under intense 
scrutiny. During this visit our delegation had a hands-on experience of working with some of Amazon’s most innovative 
technologies. 
 
15-minute drive 
 
 
1:15 PM  Working Lunch: The Role of Diversity in the Tech World ft. Vanice Hayes, SVP for Diversity at Dell 
2:15 PM  401 Dell Way, Building One, Round Rock, TX 78664 
 
Overview: The delegation sat down for a working lunch with Senior Vice President for Diversity, Vanice Hayes and Vice 
President of Culture, Diversity, and Inclusion, LaToya Collins-Jones. The group discussed Dell Technologies priorities of 
maintaining a workforce that focuses on diversity, inclusion, connectivity, and sustainability. They focused on ways we can 
shift and change the way we look at representation, how we make sure employees feel included to retain your best and 
brightest, how to move the needle in diversity, and ways to provide an opportunity for engagement. 
 
40-minute drive 
 
 
3:00 PM  Understanding State and Federal Regulation for Electric Vehicles ft. Karen Steakley, Tesla’s Head 
4:30 PM   of Texas State Policy  
   500 E St Elmo Rd, Austin, TX 78745 
 
Overview: Karen Steakley is currently head of state policy at Tesla, but prior to her role there Karen was Deputy Director 
for Legislative Affairs at the Office of Governor Greg Abbott. Karen will bridge the divide between work done at the state 
legislative level and how it relates to corporate affairs. Continuing our theme of green tech throughout this trip, Karen 
discussed what Texas is doing to ensure a climate positive future. 
 
Time to check in with offices. 
 
 
5:45 PM  Depart Sonder for Dinner 
 
6:00 PM  Dinner and Conversation: Leading Authentically ft. Victoria Ford, President & CEO, Texas  
8:30 PM   Healthcare & Bioscience Institute 
   III Forks, 11 Lavaca Street at Cesar Chavez, The Austin Room 
 
Overview: Victoria Ford has over 29 years of Texas public policy and administration experience.  In her most recent role as 
Chief Policy and Regulatory Officer at the Texas Health and Human Services Commission, Ford managed over 2,200 
employees across five divisions which were responsible for regulating health care facilities, streamlining business 
processes and programs, enhancing data and analytics, and more. During her tenure at the agency, she also held the 
Acting Chief Operating Officer role twice, providing operational support to more than 38,000 employees. 
  
She spent nearly 12 years as a Government Affairs advisor for K&L Gates a worldwide law firm helping fortune 500 
corporations in the health care and other economic sectors, small businesses and non-profit organizations in navigating 
the executive and legislative branches in Texas.    
  
In addition, Victoria served in other key roles in the health and human services policy arena world.  During her tenure in 
the office of Governor Rick Perry, Ford held various roles related to health and human services policy including Senior 
Advisor.  She also worked on other policy areas as Deputy Legislative director including tax policy and economic 
development issues.  Ford also worked as Legislative Director for members in both the Texas House of Representatives 
and Texas State Senate.  



  
Ford holds a bachelor’s degree in political science from UT San Antonio and a Master of Public Administration. She has 
held several leadership and advisory roles at esteemed organizations such as the Child Advocacy Centers Association of 
Texas and the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 
 

RON Sonder East Fifth: 1211 E 5th St, Austin, TX 
Friday, May 6   
 
9:00 AM  Women in Business, Entrepreneurship, and Community Engagement with Sheena Wilde, Vice  
10:00 AM  President of Philanthropy & Belonging, Kendra Scott 
 
Overview: As a non-profit with the goal of supporting women in politics and innovation-driven fields, we are also care 
about other women’s organizations and companies that give back and have a larger purpose. During this meeting with 
Kendra Scott, we heard from Sheena Wilde, Kendra Scotts Vice President for Philanthropy and Belonging, about the 
founding of the company, how it has grown significantly, how it gives back to those in need, entrepreneurship, how 
systems of support (such as grants, laws, community engagement) have helped this company. 
 
10-minute drive 
 
 
10:30 AM  Understanding the Local Politics of Austin with Mayor Steve Adler and his Team 
11:30AM  Austin City Hall, 301 W 2nd St 
 
Overview: During this meeting with the Mayor of Austin, we will discuss Austin’s commitment to climate action. Per 
Protocol.com, “Austin is part of the C40 coalition, an international constellation of cities that have set aggressive climate 
targets in line with what the science demands and that represent more than a quarter of the global economy. The Austin 
Climate Equity Plan sets the city’s climate agenda for the coming decades, including reaching net-zero emissions by 2040. 
That’s 10 years ahead of the timeline identified in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report about limiting 
global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. It’s also 10 years ahead of the federal government’s net-zero goal set by President 
Joe Biden last year.” In this meeting we will discuss these timely goals and what initiatives the Mayor is pursuing to 
achieve them. 
 
Dawson 
1:31 PM  American Airlines Flight #0326 depart AUS 
 
5:13 PM  Arrive CLT 
 
6:20 PM 11:30 pm American Flight # 1775 
 
Saturday, May 5th  
7:44 PM 1:55 AM  Arrive DCA Diverted to IAD 
  

End of Austin Programming 
 

Carray, DeCesara, Epperson, Johnson, O’Neal, Werden  

12:15 PM 12:49  American Airlines Flight # 1319 depart AUS 

4:30 PM 5:00 PM Arrive IAD  
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