














 

 

 
November 2, 2021 

 
 
Mr. Ronald Zachary Jacobs 
Office of the Honorable Ben Cline 
2443 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Jacobs: 
 
 This letter supersedes the Committee’s letter dated November 1, 2021.  Pursuant to 
House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves your proposed trip to 
New Orleans and Thibodaux, Louisiana, scheduled for November 18 to 20, 2021, sponsored by 
the Louisiana Sugar Cane Foundation, Inc.   
 

This approval represents the Committee’s determination that the proposed trip complies 
with relevant House rules, federal laws, and Travel Regulations promulgated by the 
Committee.  You should engage in your own assessment of the risks and implications of 
engaging in travel during the current COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $415 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 
 

Theodore E. Deutch, Florida 
Chairman 

Jackie Walorski, Indiana 
Ranking Member 

 
Susan Wild, Pennsylvania 
Dean Phillips, Minnesota 
Veronica Escobar, Texas 

Mondaire Jones, New York 
 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Dave Joyce, Ohio 

John H. Rutherford, Florida 
Kelly Armstrong, North Dakota 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 
  

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 

David W. Arrojo 
Counsel to the Chairman 

 

Kelle A. Strickland 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 

1015 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 

Telephone: (202) 225–7103 
Facsimile: (202) 225–7392 



 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

           
                       Theodore E. Deutch          Jackie Walorski 

      Chairman                     Ranking Member 
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ITINERARY FOR 

CONGRESSIONAL STAFF SITE VISIT 

LOUISIANA SUGAR INDUSTRY 

(November 18-20, 2021) 

 

 

Thursday, November 18, 2021 

 

7:09 a.m.  -  9:12 a.m. Group travels to New Orleans, LA on American Airlines flight # 4782 

from Washington-Reagan National Airport. 

 

9:12 a.m.   Group arrives at the New Orleans International Airport. 

 

9:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Group Leaders will pick up the group at the New Orleans Airport and 

transport the group for the duration of the trip. Travel to Houma, LA. 

 

10:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Itinerary briefing and discussion on the impact Hurricane Ida had on 

the Louisiana sugar industry at the USDA-ARS, Sugarcane Research 

Unit in Houma.  

 

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch at the USDA-ARS, Sugarcane Research Unit in Houma. During 

this lunch, a briefing on the history of the Louisiana sugarcane industry 

and a description of the process of creating sugar from sugarcane will 

be provided.  

 

1:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. Site visit of the USDA-ARS, Sugarcane Research Unit.  The focus will 

be on the research to improve sugarcane production practices to help 

farmers manage risks through improved plant breeding and varietal 

selection. Participants will visit the sugarcane crossing greenhouse 

complex and field plots. 

 

2:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Travel to the John Deere Thibodaux Factory, Thibodaux, LA.  

 

2:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Site visit of the John Deere Thibodaux Factory. The group will learn of 

the local, national, and international economic impact of the largest 

producer of sugarcane harvesting equipment. The group will tour the 

factory to observe equipment being built. 

 

4:30 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.  Travel to the Hampton Inn in Thibodaux.  

 

4:45 p.m.   Arrive at the Hampton Inn in Thibodaux. 

 

6:00 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. Travel to the Tractor Barn in Thibodaux, LA for dinner. 

 

6:15 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dinner at the Tractor Barn in Thibodaux, LA. Here the group will 

interact with growers and processors to discuss important sugar 

industry issues. Dinner will be served consisting of Louisiana 

delicacies. 

 



Thursday, November 18, 2021 (continued) 

 

8:30 p.m. – 8:45 p.m. Depart from the Tractor Barn for the Hampton Inn in Thibodaux. 

 

8:45 p.m.   Arrive at Hampton Inn for the night. 

 

 

Friday, November 19, 2021 

 

Please check out before leaving for tours.  You will not return to this hotel.  Continental breakfast 

will be in lobby of hotel prior to our departing. 

 

8:30 a.m. -  8:50 a.m. Travel from the Hampton Inn to Rebecca Farms (Mr. Drake Gravois), a 

sugarcane farm in Schriever, LA. 

 

8:50 a.m.- 10:30 a.m. Field site visit to observe the various steps for growing and harvesting 

sugarcane. Participants will observe sugarcane harvesting and talk with 

the producer to learn of the challenges and rewards of growing 

sugarcane in south Louisiana. 

  

10:30 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. Travel to Raceland Raw Sugars, LLC in Raceland, LA. 

 

10:50 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. Site visit of the Raceland Raw Sugars to observe the various steps for 

processing sugarcane into raw sugar that include preparation, 

clarification, evaporation, and crystallization. 

 

12:45 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. Travel to Louisiana Sugar Refinery in Gramercy, LA  

A box lunch will be enroute. 

 

1:45 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. Dr. Michael Deliberto, Agricultural Economist with the LSU AgCenter, 

will discuss the impact of the sugar industry on the Louisiana economy. 

. 

2:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Site visit of Louisiana Sugar Refinery. Participants will observe the 

process of converting raw sugar into refined sugar. Participants will 

learn of the recent business venture regarding vertical integration 

within the Louisiana sugar industry. A tour of the refinery will be given 

after the overview. 

 

4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  Travel to the Astor Crowne Plaza in New Orleans, LA 

 

6:00 p.m.   Arrive at the Astor Crowne Plaza. 

 

7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Dinner at Bourbon House. Staffers will continue interactions with local 

sugarcane growers and processors. Participants will debrief from the 

events of the day. They will learn of the day’s sugar production from 

the field to the table. 



Saturday, November 20, 2021 

 

Check out prior to breakfast. 

 

7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  Breakfast Briefing - meeting room in the Astor Crowne Plaza. 

 

8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Van shuttle will transport you back to the New Orleans airport for your 

American Airlines flight # 4962 departing New Orleans at 11:01 a.m. 

arriving Washington Reagan at 2:29 p.m. 



Kenneth Gravois, President 
Daniel Viator, Secretary 

Mike Sternfels, Treasurer 
 

LOUISIANA 

SUGAR CANE 

FOUNDATION 

      

              LLOOUUIISSIIAANNAA  SSUUGGAARR  CCAANNEE  FFOOUUNNDDAATTIIOONN,,  IINNCC..  
  

P. O. Box 874 

Thibodaux, LA  70302 

e-mail:  admin@lasugarfoundation.org 

 

 

 

 

September 8, 2021 

 

 

To Prospective Participants –  

 

The Louisiana Sugar Cane Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization founded to increase public 

awareness of the Louisiana sugar industry through education and stewardship opportunities, is 

sponsoring a congressional staff trip to Louisiana on November 18-20, 2021.  The purpose of the 

trip is to give staffers an opportunity to visit the Louisiana sugar industry to gain firsthand 

knowledge of sugarcane research, harvesting and processing operations, and to discuss the 

impact of the sugar industry on Louisiana. 

 

The Foundation would like to extend an invitation to you to participate in this trip.  As a  

participant, you will depart from Ronald Reagan National Airport on American airlines flight # 

4782 on Thursday, November 18, 2021 at 7:09 a.m., arriving in New Orleans International 

Airport at 9:12 a.m.  From New Orleans, you will ride by chartered bus approximately one hour 

to the USDA-ARS Sugarcane Research Laboratory in Houma. When you first arrive, a briefing 

on the itinerary and discussion on the impact Hurricane Ida had on the Louisiana sugar industry. 

At a luncheon presentation, the history of the Louisiana sugar industry will be reviewed.  After 

lunch, a site visit will focus on the research to improve sugarcane production practices that help 

farmers manage risks through improved variety development.  You will depart Houma for 

Thibodaux for a site visit of the John Deere Thibodaux plant, which manufacturers cane 

harvesting machinery. Hotel accommodations for Thursday evening will be at the Hampton Inn 

in Thibodaux, and a dinner is scheduled at 6:00 p.m. at the Tractor Barn. You will return to the 

Hampton Inn at 8:45 p.m.   

 

On Friday, participants will visit a sugarcane farm in Schriever, followed by a site visit of 

Raceland Raw Sugar Factory in Raceland to experience the steps required to make raw sugar 

from sugarcane.  A box lunch will be served enroute to the Louisiana Sugar Refinery in 

Gramercy. Here Dr. Michael Deliberto, an agricultural economist with the Louisiana State 

University Agricultural Center, will discuss the impact of the sugar industry on the Louisiana 

economy.  Following lunch, you will have a site visit of Louisiana Sugar Refinery.  Here you 

will see the process of producing refined sugar from raw sugar.  After departing the refinery, you 

will arrive at the Astor Crowne Plaza in New Orleans where you will be staying for the night.  

That evening, dinner will be provided at a nearby restaurant.  On Saturday morning, breakfast 

will be provided at 7:30 a.m. in a designated room of the Astor Crowne Plaza.  At 8:30 a.m., a 

shuttle will transport you back to the New Orleans airport for your American Airlines flight 

#4962 departing New Orleans at 11:01 a.m. arriving at Washington Reagan at 2:29 p.m.  The 

Foundation will assume all travel, lodging and meal expenses associated with the trip.  Vouchers 

will be distributed to cover the costs of local transportation to and from National Airport. 
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Participating House employees must submit the attached completed form to the House 

Committee at least thirty (30) days before the date of the proposed trip.  If you have any 

questions regarding the rules of the House Committee on Standard Official Conduct, please 

contact the Committee at 202-225-7103. 

 

We hope you will be able to join the Foundation on this fact-finding trip.  We believe it will be a 

worthwhile experience and that you will gain a better understanding of the Louisiana sugarcane 

industry.  Space is limited, so please advise us as soon as possible if you will be able to 

participate or if you have any questions.  The best way to contact us is via e-mail at 

admin@lasugarfoundation.org.  Someone will return your call as soon as possible. 

 

Sincerely,  

    

 

Kenneth Gravois        

President      
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