














 

 

 
August 11, 2021 

 
 
Mr. Henry Bridgforth 
Office of the Honorable Clay Higgins 
572 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Bridgforth: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, scheduled for August 18 to 19, 2021, sponsored 
by Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation.   
 

This approval represents the Committee’s determination that the proposed trip complies 
with relevant House rules, federal laws, and Travel Regulations promulgated by the 
Committee.  You should engage in your own assessment of the risks and implications of 
engaging in travel during the current COVID-19 pandemic.   
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $415 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 
 

Theodore E. Deutch, Florida 
Chairman 

Jackie Walorski, Indiana 
Ranking Member 

 
Susan Wild, Pennsylvania 
Dean Phillips, Minnesota 
Veronica Escobar, Texas 

Mondaire Jones, New York 
 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Dave Joyce, Ohio 

John H. Rutherford, Florida 
Kelly Armstrong, North Dakota 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 
  

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 

David W. Arrojo 
Counsel to the Chairman 

 

Kelle A. Strickland 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 

1015 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 

Telephone: (202) 225–7103 
Facsimile: (202) 225–7392 



 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

           
                       Theodore E. Deutch          Jackie Walorski 

      Chairman                     Ranking Member 
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Louisiana Agricultural Tour ~ August 2021 

Louisiana Congressional Delegation Staff 

Farm Bill Listening Sessions and On-Farm Demonstrations 

Outline/Concept Document/Draft Agenda 

 

Primary Hosts:  Louisiana Farm Bureau® Federation and Louisiana State University 

Agricultural Center (LSU AgCenter). 

Target:  House Legislative Aides & Legislative Correspondents with Agriculture 

Policy Assignments from Louisiana’s Congressional Offices  

Goal:   Provide unique hands-on educational experiences highlighting key matters 

of federal agricultural policy at farm and agribusiness operations in 

Louisiana ahead of the 2023 Farm Bill.    

Tour Dates:  August 18-19, 2021 

Length of Meetings Day 1: 9 Hours 

   Day 2: 9.5 Hours 

   Total: 18.5 Hours in two days. 

 

Transport to LA: Congressional Staff Travel Budget  

 

Lodging (2) Night: Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation providing rooms at the Renaissance, 

Baton Rouge, LA the nights of August 18 & 19, 2021  

 

Tour Transport: Bus Transportation provided by LSU AgCenter during Tour. 

 

*Travel time for this event will be accompanied by LSU and LFBF staff and leadership, 

with various experts in ag economics/policy/commodity issues. Travel time will consist of 

briefings from these experts to discuss both the previous stop, as well as discussions around 

the issues to be presented at the following stop. Where available, LFBF will have leaders 

join the bus to brief the staffers on their issues during transport. 

 

Agricultural Policy Focus Areas:   

• Ag Workforce Needs (H-2A, H-2B Labor Issues)  

• Agricultural Disaster Programs 

• Agriculture’s Role in Climate Change 

• Infrastructure Importance to Agriculture 

• Rural Broadband 

• Environmental Regulations related to Water, Soil, Pesticides, and others 

• Inheritance Taxes and their Impact on Agriculture 

• Waterways and Coastal Erosion 

• International Trade  

• Best Management Practices and Animal Welfare 



Day 1: Wednesday, August 18, 2021 

• Morning arrivals to Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation Headquarters, Baton Rouge. 

 

8:00 a.m. – 9:15 am Arrive, Welcome, Overview of Tour, & Introductions 

  LFBF Board Room, LFBF Offices, Baton Rouge, LA 

  Dr. Mike Salassi, LSU Assoc. Vice President for Agriculture 

  Mr. Jim Harper, President LA Farm Bureau Federation 

* Each leader of the host organizations will greet the congressional staffers (CS), other 

LFBF and LSU staff will outline the day, and everyone will give self-introductions 

  

State of the Louisiana Farm Economy 

  Dr. Michael Deliberto - LSU Ag Economist 

* Dr. Deliberto will give an overview of the crops grown and raised in Louisiana. He will 

also give historical knowledge to the economic recent history and forward projection of 

agricultural markets important to LA 

 

9:15 a.m. – 10:00 am  Travel to Grosse Tete (LA-6) 

Staff will visit with CS to hear of recent happenings in DC, discuss the day ahead, who 

they will meet and what they are most interested in learning about. Brown will give a 

background of Rural Broadband activities that LFBF is engaging in, including a crowd 

sourcing speed test. 

 

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 am Rural Broadband and Successes of the Reconnect Pilot 

Program 

  North Iberville Community Center – Rosedale, LA 

  Star Communications   

Governor Edwards Exec. Director for Rural Broadband 

  Delta Regional Authority 

This stop will be a roundtable of the above noted guests, CSs, and two LFBF leaders to 

discuss current broadband efforts and future endeavors to better utilize federally 

appropriated rural broadband infrastructure funds. 

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 pm Travel to H. Rouse Caffey Rice Research Station (LA-3) 

This travel time will be spent discussing the history and important of the LSU Rice 

Station to both LA and national rice research. Brown will also discuss the various rice  

organizations in LA and how they all work together to represent the rice industry. 

 

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 pm  LSU AgCenter Rice Research Station for a 

Working Lunch: Poboys from Fezzo’s 

   Dr. Dustin Harrell – Rice Production in Louisiana 

   Dr. Kurt Guidry – Disasters in Louisiana 2020/2021 

 CS and guests will self serve their lunch upon arrival and once seated and greeted, the 

presentations will begin lasting about 20 min each. Once lunch is done, Dr. Harrell will lead the 

group on driving tour of the research station. Beyond food service and general arrival, 100% of 



the stop is dedicated to a working lunch and official activity. 

 

   LSU Rice Research Station Driving Tour 

   Dr. Dustin Harrell – Resident Coordinator 

Dr. Harrell will discuss research efforts, the importance of investment in research, and the 

importance of checkoff programs to the success of farmer-researcher interaction 

 

 1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Travel to Evangeline Parish (LA-4)  

This travel time will be through the heart of rice country during the peak of harvest season. CSs 

will get to see rice harvest all along the way and use this time as Q&A from what they learned at 

the rice station and in preparation for the harvest activities they are heading to next. 

 

 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Precision Agriculture and Rice Harvest 

   Hosted by Richard Fontenot and Kane Fontenot 

These two farms will provide perspective on the two major equipment manufacturers, precision 

technology both on equipment and in grain storage. These farmers also will discuss disaster 

damages from 2020 and other rural needs in terms of infrastructure. 

  

 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  Travel - Return to Baton Rouge 

This travel time will be used to debrief from the day’s activities and discuss issues looking 

forward to the following day. 

 

 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  LFBF Board of Directors Dinner 

CSs would join the LFBF Board of Directors for dinner. This dinner is scheduled regardless of 

CS participation, and will provide networking opportunity with 20+ farm leaders from around 

the state. 

 

 8:00 p.m. Depart for Hotel – End of Day 1  

 

Day 2: Thursday, August 19th 

 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 am  Depart Hotel and travel to Pointe Coupee Parish (LA-5) 

Travel time will be used to brief the CS on the days activities, including labor issues currently 

impacting farmers and rachers by Brian Breaux. 

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 am  Tour Sugar Planting/Labor Issues/Soybean Harvest  

   Hosted by George LaCour and other farmers in the area to provide hands 

on experience to CS on the need for labor in such labor intensive crops like sugarcane. Pesticide 

use will also be discussed by viewing a soybean harvest operation. 

 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 am Depart Sugar Farm Stop – Travel to Baton Rouge 

Travel will used to brief the CS on the LFBF Board of Directors that they are going to join in 

BR, how the organization is structured to source those leaders, and what current events the 

board has been working to remedy including solar power issues, pipeline issues, and other areas 

of interest.   



 

11:30 p.m. – 1:00 pm  Lunch: Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation Board 

Meeting 

   Location: Renaissance Hotel, Baton Rouge, LA 

   Lunch Provided by: Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation 

*This is a part of the LFBF Regularly Scheduled Board of Directors 

Meeting. This event would happen regardless of Congressional staff 

participation.*  

CS will be introduced, will sit with constituents, and hear some speakers update the board on 

various commodity issues as a part of the regularly scheduled Board meeting. 100% of the 

activity will fall in the scope of official activities listed on this agenda and under the intent of this 

tour.  

1:00 p.m. – 1:30 pm  Adjourn Lunch – Depart for LSU Water Campus (LA-2) 

  MS River Model, Climate Discussions, Flood Mitigation, etc. 

This travel time will be used to brief the CS on water issues, flooding as it related to farming, 

and other involvement LFBF has on both water quantity and quality issues. 

 

1:30 pm - 2:30 p.m. Water Campus Tour – Depart for Louis Dreyfus 

The LSU Water campus staff will tour the river center and MS river model for the CS.  

 

2:30 pm - 3:00 p.m. Travel to Louis Dreyfus  

CS will travel across the river, viewing barge traffic and be briefed on the importance of river 

infrastructure to LA’s farm economy; as well as the rest of the US.  

 

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Tour Louis Dreyfus Grain Elevator (LA-2) 

Louis Dreyfus staff will lead a tour showing barge loading, LA farmer trucks being unloaded, 

and discuss the public private partnerships that allow the Port of Baton Rouge to be successful. 

Discussions on MS River Infrastructure, International Trade, Grain Standards Act and other 

issues will also occur. 

 

4:00 p.m. – 4:30 pm Stop Dreyfus Tour, Travel to Return to Louisiana Farm 

Bureau Federation and Adjourn 

Final travel time will be a debrief of the entire tour and LFBF staff and LSU Faculty will answer 

questions CS may have or make note of members that CSs wish to follow up with. 

4:30 p.m.  Tour ends 

 

 

 

 

  



Louisiana Agricultural Tour ~ August 2021 

Louisiana Congressional Delegation Staff 

Invitee List 

 

Explanation of why the individuals listed are invited: 

The following House of Representatives staff members facilitate the work revolving around 

agriculture and/or natural resources issues and serve as the primary contact for Louisiana farmers 

and ranchers in their respective districts for the Louisiana House delegation members of which 

they are employed. These staff members are the experts in this issue area for their respective 

offices, and by attending this tour will experience first-hand the needs and concerns of their 

farming and ranching constituents. Due to COVID-19 shutdowns, interactions on Capitol Hill 

have been limited between LFBF members and Congressional offices. Rather than attempt to 

bring large groups to Washington D.C., LFBF volunteer leaders thought it would be a good time 

to facilitate constituent/staff interaction on farms. We look forward to hosting the following: 

 

• Walton, Austin – No RSVP 

Policy Adviser for Rep. Steve Scalise, LA-01 

 

• Strother, Nick – RSVP’d Yes 

Legislative Assistant for Rep. Troy Carter, LA-02 

 

• Bridgforth, Turner – RSVP’d Yes 

Legislative Assistant for Rep. Clay Higgins, LA-03 

 

• Fultz, Garrett – RSVP Uncertain 

Legislative Director/Counsel for Rep. Mike Johnson, LA-04 

 

• Duvall, Zellie – RSVP’d Yes 

Legislative Assistant for Rep. Julia Letlow, LA-05 

 

• Playforth, Taylor – RSVP’d Yes 

Legislative Assistant for Rep. Garret Graves, LA-06 
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