












 

 

 
July 26, 2021 

 
 
Ms. Lauren Meininger 
Office of the Honorable Marilyn Strickland 
1004 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Ms. Meininger: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Boise and Twin Falls, Idaho, scheduled for August 9 to 13, 2021, 
sponsored by Leadership in Idaho Agricultural Foundation. We note that you will not be 
accepting return transportation from the sponsor.  
 

This approval represents the Committee’s determination that the proposed trip complies 
with relevant House rules, federal laws, and Travel Regulations promulgated by the 
Committee.  You should engage in your own assessment of the risks and implications of 
engaging in travel during the current COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing 
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form 
completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from 
travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the 
Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to 
the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  If you are required to file an annual 
Financial Disclosure Statement, you must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $415 
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement 
covering this calendar year.  Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy 
of all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent 
Congresses from the date of travel. 
 

Theodore E. Deutch, Florida 
Chairman 

Jackie Walorski, Indiana 
Ranking Member 

 
Susan Wild, Pennsylvania 
Dean Phillips, Minnesota 
Veronica Escobar, Texas 

Mondaire Jones, New York 
 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Dave Joyce, Ohio 

John H. Rutherford, Florida 
Kelly Armstrong, North Dakota 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 
  

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 

David W. Arrojo 
Counsel to the Chairman 

 

Kelle A. Strickland 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 

1015 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 

Telephone: (202) 225–7103 
Facsimile: (202) 225–7392 



 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

           
                       Theodore E. Deutch          Jackie Walorski 

      Chairman                     Ranking Member 
 

TED/JW:adw 
  



2021 Leadership Idaho Agriculture Foundation 

Congressional Tour Invitation List  
 

 

Cydney Karlins  Legislative Assistant Representative David Scott 
 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Ben Goldeen Legislative Director Representative Jim Costa 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Drea Shropshire Senior Legislative Assistant Representative Jim McGovern 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 
  

Katherine Stewart Legislative Director Representative Alma Adams 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Sam Wojcicki Legislative Director Representative Abigail Spanberger 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Maddie Daly Legislative Director Representative Jahana Hayes 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Jessie Andrews Chief of Staff Representative Antonio Delgado 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Lauren Citron Legislative Director Representative Bobby Rush 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 
 

Adam Tanga Legislative Director Representative Kilili Sablan 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 



  

 

Sam Cooper-Wall Legislative Assistant Representative Ann Kuster 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 
Trevor Reuschel Chief of Staff Representative Cheri Bustos 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office.  

 

Danielle Sumner Legislative Assistant Representative Carolyn Maloney 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 
 

Paul Babbitt Deputy Chief of Staff Representative Tom O'Halleran 
 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 
 

Erin Sandlin Operations Director Representative Salud Carbajal 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 
  

Kevin Fox Senior Legislative Assistant Representative Ro Khanna 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Christian Pierre-Canel Senior Legislative Assistant Representative Al Lawson 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Jessica Ilaria Senior Policy Adviser Representative Josh Harder 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 
 

Sam Ward Legislative Assistant Representative Cindy Axne 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Jennifer Cash Legislative Director Representative Kim Schrier 

 



This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Riya Mehta Policy Adviser Representative Jimmy Panetta 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 
 

Emily Cummins Senior Legislative Assistant Representative Ann Kirkpatrick 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 
 

Chris Grimes Legislative Assistant Representative Ann Kirkpatrick 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 
 

Michael Reed Assistant Chief of Staff Representative Sanford Bishop 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 
 

Ari Perlmutter Legislative Assistant Representative Kim Schrier 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 
 

Craig Anderson Legislative Director Representative Austin Scott 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Zach Roberts Legislative Assistant Representative Austin Scott 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Adele Borne Legislative Assistant Representative G.T. Thompson 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 
 

 

Ashley Shelton Legislative Director Representative Rick Crawford 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Carley Esser Senior Legislative Assistant Representative Vicky Hartzler 



 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Katie Devlin Senior Legislative Assistant Representative Doug LaMalfa 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Janie Costa Legislative Assistant Representative Rodney Davis 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Cam Shepherd Legislative Assistant Representative Rick Allen 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Jason Cooke Legislative Director Representative David Rouzer 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Abbey Herfurth Legislative Assistant Representative Trent Kelly 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Jeff Kratz Legislative Director Representative Don Bacon 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Rachel Pearce Deputy Legislative Director Representative Don Bacon 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

John Weber Legislative Director Representative Dusty Johnson 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Cory Harris Legislative Director Representative Jim Baird 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 



 

Noah Yantis Legislative Director Representative Jim Hagedorn 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Derek Judd Legislative Director Representative Chris Jacobs 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Stephen Reynolds Legislative Assistant Representative Troy Balderson 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Abby McHan Senior Legislative Assistant Representative Michael Cloud 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Hugh Fike Deputy Chief of Staff  Representative Michael Cloud 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Katherine Thomas Deputy Legislative Director Representative Tracey Mann 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Craig Berning Legislative Assistant Representative Randy Feenstra 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Mimi Teixeira Legislative Director Representative Mary Miller 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Josh Bradley Legislative Director Representative Barry Moore 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Josh Woodward Legislative Director Representative Kat Cammack 

 



This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

William Smith Senior Legislative Assistant Representative Kat Cammack 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Nick Lunneborg Legislative Director Representative Michelle Fischbach 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

 

Emma White Legislative Assistant Representative Barry Moore 

 
This person works for Members of Congress who sits on the House Agriculture Committee and 
oversees agriculture policy issues in their office. 

    

Brennan Summers Legislative Assistant Representative Mike Simpson 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress and represents the 
Congressional district we will be touring.  

 

LaVontae Brooks Legislative Director Representative Steven Horsford 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Celeste Maloy Counsel Representative Chris Stewart 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Paul Johnson Legislative Director Representative Blake Moore 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Kem Crosley Legislative Assistant Representative Don Young 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Ray Phillips Legislative Assistant Representative Burgess Owens 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 



 

Rebekah Rodriguez Senior Legislative Assistant Representative John Curtis 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Briana Connolly Legislative Assistant Representative Cliff Bentz 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Will Woodworth Senior Legislative Assistant Representative Jared Golden 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Abe Friedman Legislative Assistant Representative Suzan DelBene 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Ken Brooke Legislative Director Representative Mark Amodei 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Jared Powell Chief of Staff Representative Cathy McMorris Rodgers 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Travis Martinez Legislative Director Representative Dan Newhouse 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Michael Bauduy   Legislative Assistant Representative Pramila Jayapal 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Ben Bruns Legislative Assistant Representative Jaime Herrera Beutler 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Lauren Meininger Operations Director Representative Marilyn Strickland 

 



This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Maxine Sugarman Environment Policy Adviser Representative Suzanne Bonamici 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Lauren Toy Legislative Assistant Representative Susie Lee 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress that represent 
Congressional districts within a proximity close to Idaho.  

 

Rory Burke Legislative Director Representative Paul Gosar 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 
 

Meghan O'Sullivan Senior Legislative Assistant Representative Joe Courtney 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Zach Mendelovici Legislative Aide Representative Ken Buck 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Jeff Bishop Legislative Director Representative Pete Stauber 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Alan Feyerherm Assistant to Legislative Director Representative Jeff Fortenberry 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Nikki Roy Climate Change Policy Coordinator Representative Diana DeGette 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Chris Goldson Legislative Director Representative Gwen Moore 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Christina Mahoney Legislative Director Representative Emanuel Cleaver 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Jeffrey Kuckuck Senior Policy Adviser Representative Andy Biggs 

 



This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Libby Foley Legislative Assistant Representative Betty McCollum 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Chris MacArthur Senior Legislative Assistant Representative John Moolenaar 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Chris Huckleberry Chief of Staff Representative Kurt Schrader 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Carissa Bunge Legislative Assistant Representative Joe Neguse 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Kris Pratt Deputy Chief of Staff Representative Peter DeFazio 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Amanda Wyma-Bradley Legislative Assistant Representative Adam Smith 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Ben Hutterer Legislative Assistant Representative Ron Kind 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Elliott Guffin Legislative Director Representative Richard Hudson 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Chris Fernandez Legislative Assistant Representative Scott Perry 

 
This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

John Fletcher Legislative Assistant Representative Chip Roy 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Ashley Higgins Legislative Assistant Representative Lauren Boebert 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Kyle Jacobs Legislative Director Representative Mariannette Miller-Meeks 



 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Haley Wilson Legislative Assistant Representative Mike Rogers 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Annick Miller  House Natural Resources 
This person was invited because she works on the subcommittee related to water issues in the 
House of Representatives. Water will be part of the focus on the tour.  

 

Josh Tonsager  House Agriculture Committee 
 
This person was invited because of their duties on the House Agriculture Committee.  

 

Carlton Bridgeforth  House Agriculture Committee 
 
This person was invited because of their duties on the House Agriculture Committee.  
 

Lesley McNitt  House Agriculture Committee 
 
This person was invited because of their duties on the House Agriculture Committee.  

 

Trevor White  House Agriculture Committee 
 
This person was invited because of their duties on the House Agriculture Committee.  

 

Ricki Schroeder  House Agriculture Committee 
This person was invited because of their duties on the House Agriculture Committee.  

 

Matt Hodge Legislative Director Representative Dan Crenshaw 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Doug Nation Legislative Director Representative Patrick McHenry 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Michael Yancey Legislative Assistant Representative Michael Burgess 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Elizabeth Daniels Communications Director Congressional Western Caucus 

 

This person works on ag-related communications within the Congressional Western Caucus 

 

Tyler Sanderson Legislative Counsel Representative Andy Biggs 
 



This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

Beverly Hart Senior Legislative Assistant Representative Sean Maloney 
 

This person handles agriculture issues for their Member of Congress. 

 

   



 
 

2021 LIA Congressional Fact-Finding Tour Schedule 
 

 Monday, August 9th 

 
11:00am – 4:00pm  Congressional staff arrive in Boise and are shuttled to hotel   
 
4:00pm    Check into Hilton Garden Inn Boise 

348 S 13th St, Boise, ID 83702   
 
6:00pm - 8:00pm  Dinner at the RAM Stonehouse - 709 E. Park Blvd., Boise, ID 83712 

Overview of Idaho Agriculture - Director Celia Gould 
 
Explanation: Idaho State Department of Agriculture Director Gould will 
provide a general overview of the 186 different commodities grown in 
Idaho, how agriculture drives the Idaho economy, and how Idaho fits into 
the national landscape of agriculture.  

 
Adjourn  

 
 

Tuesday, August 10th  
  
 
7:00am – 8:00am  Bus departs Hilton Garden Inn for Simplot feedlot 

1301 Hwy 67, Grand View, ID 83624 

 
8:00am – 9:30am  Tour Simplot Grandview Feedlot – Tour provided by Darcy Helmick 
 

Darcy will provide an overview of how beef cattle are fed, housed, and 
brought to market as an example of how beef operations function in Idaho 
and across the country.   

 
9:30am Depart Simplot Feedlot for Jentzsch-Kearl Farms for potato harvest demo 

– Darek Jentzsch, Mike Larsen, owner/operators  
    42°55'25.3"N 115°36'02.4"W 
 

     
 
9:30am – 10:00am Grazing on Public Lands bus briefing – Brenda Richards, rancher and 

member of Owyhee Cattle Association 
 
 As a national leader on public lands issues, Brenda will inform the staffers 

of her experiences working with the Bureau of Land Management and 
other federal agencies   



 
10:00am – 11:30am Potato harvest demo 
 

Potatoes are Idaho’s most famous ag commodity and Idaho produces 
33% of all potatoes in the United States. This demonstration will help 
staffers learn more about how this important commodity is grown and 
harvested. They’ll also have the chance to look at the machinery used in 
the harvest operation.       

 
11:30am – 12:00pm Depart potato farm for TLK Dairy 
    11400 SW Tlk Dr, Mountain Home, ID 83647  
 
12:00pm – 1:00pm  Lunch at TLK Dairy 
     
 
1:00pm – 3:00pm  Tour of TLK Dairy – Terry Ketterling, owner and operator 
 

Idaho is the 3rd largest producers of milk in the United States and diary is a 
major driver of the U.S. agriculture economy. From labor issues and 
regulatory issues, this stop will give staffers a great overview of how the 
dairy industry operates and how milk is produced.     

 
3:00pm – 5:00pm  Depart for Towne Place Suites 
    175 Avenida Del Rio Dr, Twin Falls, ID 83301   
 
 

4:00pm – 4:30pm Aquaculture briefing on bus following River Rd Route through Hagerman – 
Gary Fornshell, retired University of Idaho aquaculture specialist 

 
 Idaho is the trout capital of the world and produces more trout than any 

other state in the country. Gary will provide an overview of the economic 
impact of this industry and discuss some of the regulatory issues related 
to water use.   

 
 
5:00pm   Check in at TownePlace Suites 
     
 

6:00pm – 6:30pm   Depart for Shoshone Falls Park 
    4155 Shoshone Falls Grade, Twin Falls, ID 83301 

    
 

6:30pm – 8:30pm  Dinner at Shoshone Falls Park   
   
    Adjourn 
 
 
Wednesday, August 11th 

 
8:00am – 8:20am  Bus departs for 1000 Springs Mill 
    430 7th Ave S, Buhl, ID 83316 

 
8:20am – 9:50am  Tour 1000 Springs Mill – Tim Cornie, Owner and Operator  



 
Idaho has a robust food processing industry that takes crops grown on 
local farms and packages them for market distribution. This stop will 
highlight one of the operations and how it impacts the overall ag economy 
in Idaho.  

      
 
9:50am – 10:00am  Depart 1000 Springs Mill for Solar Potato Cellar 
    4165 N 2100 E Filer, ID 83328 

 
10:00am – 10:40am Tour Solar Potato Cellar in Filer – Ryan Miller, owner and operator 
 
 Farm owner and operators are constantly searching for efficiency gains 

and sustainable solutions. This stop will demonstrate how farmers have 
incorporated new energy technology into a traditional potato storage 
method. There will also be a discussion on how long potatoes are stored 
and why certain methods and materials are used.   

 
10:40am – 10:50am Travel to sugarbeet field 
    3670 N 2100 E Filer, ID 83328  

 
10:50am – 11:50pm GMOs and Roundup Ready Sugarbeets – Duane Grant, sugarbeet farmer 
 

GMOs in agriculture have become a major topic in agriculture since their 
debut nearly 20 years ago. Duane was an early pioneer of the GMO 
Roundup Ready sugarbeet in the mid-2000s and he will give an overview 
of his journey and how the GMO sugarbeet has transformed the industry.  

 
11:50pm – 12:00pm Depart for Pebble Ponds Restaurant 
    4035 N 2300 E Filer, ID 83328 
 
12:00pm – 1:00pm  Lunch at Pebble Ponds  
     

 
1:00pm – 1:20pm  Depart for Griff Farms 
   Hwy 93 and 3000 N Twin Falls, ID 83301 
 
1:20pm – 3:20pm Cover Crops, soil health, and wheat harvest demo - Lance Griff, owner 

and operator 
 
 Lance is a pioneer in the use of cover crops, no-till and other soil 

conservation methods. Wheat is also a leading commodity in Idaho and 
the United States. Lance will show how this use of a covercrop on his farm 
has led to better results and give the staffers a chance to ride in a 
combine.  

 

3:20pm – 3:30pm  Depart Griff farms for canal lining project 
   2300 E 2900 N Twin Falls, ID 83301  
 
3:30 – 4:30pm Lateral 21 Canal project, lining the canal and other improvements - Ron 

Jones, retired farmer, and Salmon River Canal Company Manager John 
Shetler 



 Water is the most precious commodity in Idaho. Ron and John will discuss 
how the Salmon River Canal Company has implemented a number of 
measures with help from USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services 
programs to reduce loss and bring more water to their grower members.  

  
   2300 E 2900 N Twin Falls, ID 83301 

  
    
4:30pm – 5:00pm  Back to Hotel  
 
    Adjourn  
  

 
Thursday, August 12th   
 
8:00am – 8:30am Bus departs TownPlace Suites for water quality settling ponds 
 42.55353619905729, -114.41137520886011 

 
8:30am – 9:30am  Tour of water quality settling ponds – Jay Barlogi, General Manager, Twin 

Falls Canal Company 
 
 Jay will discuss how the Twin Falls Canal Company installed settling 

ponds to help improve water quality and comply with federal regulations 
regarding water.   

      

 
9:30am – 9:40am  Depart for Kimberly ARS Station 
    3793 N 3600 E, Kimberly, ID 83341 
 
9:40am – 11:15am Tour of Kimberly USDA Agriculture Research Station – Dave Bjorneberg, 

Director 
 
 Dave will give a tour of the facility and show how this USDA Agriculture 

Research Station aides growers in finding better farming practices for their 
operations through research and funding from USDA.  

   

 
11:15am – 11:45am Depart for Murtaugh Lake County Park 
    42°27’26.1″N, 114°10’26.7″W Murtaugh, ID 83344 

 
11:45am – 1:00pm Lunch Briefing at Murtaugh Lake (BBQ Food Truck) - Water Supply on the 

Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer - Dean Stevenson and Randy Brown, IWUA 
 
 This region receives less than 10 inches of rain a year, classifying it a s a 

desert. Dean and Randy will give presentations about the underground 
aquifer in the valley and how water supply is a constant issue for growers 
in the area. They’ll also touch on the infrastructure in the region designed 
to store and distribute water.    

 
1:00pm – 1:30pm  Depart for Milner Dam 

42.52459572590161, -114.00967433188 

     
    



1:30pm – 3:30pm Milner Dam Briefing – Hydropower, Aging Infrastructure, Importance of 
Dams to the Region – Louis Zamora, Twin Falls Canal Company Power 
Plant Engineer 

 
 Staffers will have the opportunity to tour a dam and understand how 

hydropower, water storage, and irrigation all work together to allow for 
growers to water and raise their crops. Without the infrastructure in place, 
much of the agriculture production in the region would disappear.  

 
3:30pm – 4:15pm  Depart for Towne Place Suites 
 
4:15pm   Return to Towne Place Suites  
 
6:15pm – 6:30pm  Depart for Stonehouse & Co. 
    330 4th Ave S, Twin Falls, ID 83301 
  
6:30pm – 8:30pm  Farewell Dinner with Governor Brad Little – Stonehouse & Co. 
 
7:00pm – 7:30pm Governor Little Address: How Agriculture Has Shaped Idaho and it’s 

Economy 
   

As a rancher, Governor Little will present on how agriculture has shaped 
his background, it’s importance to the Idaho economy, and the challenge 
of continuing to grow the industry as Governor of Idaho.   

   
    Adjourn 
     
 
Friday, August 13th 

 
5am – 10am    Congressional staff checkout and depart for Magic Valley Regional Airport    
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