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U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Ethics

LEGISLATIVE RESOURCE CENTE]

EMPLOYEE POST-TRAVEL DISCLOSURE FORM 8 APR26 PH 5: |2

el

This form is for disclosing the receipt of travel expenses from private sources for travﬂ éalfﬁxﬁ ‘connection with
oi the

official duties. This form does not eliminate the need to report privately-funded travel
Disclosure Statements of those employees required to file them. In accordance with House Rule 25, clause 5, you
must complete this form and file it with the Clerk of the House, 135 Cannon House Office Building, within
15 days after travel is completed. Please do not file this form with the Committee on Ethics.

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be
subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

Augustus Ashton

1. Name of Traveler:

2. a. Name of accompanying relative: or None H
b. Relationship to Traveler: D Spouse I:I Child |_|Other (specify):

3. a. Dates of departure and return: Departure: Apl’ll 4’ 2018 Return: Apl’ll 6’ 2018

b. Dates at personal expense (if any): or None H

Washington, DC Galveston, TX . Washington, DC
Return city:

4. Departure city: Destination:

5. Spomserhiopd fis Seafood Harvesters of America

X . Fishing trip with discussion of Magnuson-Stevens Reauthorization
6. Describe meetings and events attended: a7k i

and accountable fishing practices. Tour of seafood delivery and system to maintain accountability of catch, along with processing and tracking through the supply chain.

7. Attached to this form are EACH of the following (signify that each item is attached by checking the
corresponding box):

a. B acompleted Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form;

b. B the Primary Trip Sponsor Form completed by the trip sponsor prior to the trip, including all
attachments and Grantmaking or Non-Grantmaking Sponsor Forms;

c. H page 2 of the completed Traveler Form submitted by the employee; and
d. B the letter from the Committee on Ethics approving my participation on this trip.
8. a. Irepresent that I participated in each of the activities reflected in the attached sponsor’s agenda.

(Signify that statement is true by checking box): H
b. Ifnot, explain:

I certify that the information contained on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my
knowledge.

< r
SIGNATURE OF TRAVELER: Jf; 9% patg: APril 26,2018

I authorized this travel in advance. I have determined that all of the expenses listed on the attached
Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure form were necessary and that the travel was in connection with the
employee’s official duties and would not create the appearance that the employee is using public office
for private gain.

NAME OF SUPERVISING MEMBER:  JOhNn Culberson DATE:
SIGNATURE OF SUPERVISING MEMBER: W Cuddriono.

Version date 2/2015 by Committee on Ethics Q

April 26, 2018
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U.85. House of Representatives
Committee on Ethics

TRAVELER FORM

1. Name of Traveler: AUgustus Ashtqn

2. Sponsor(s) (who will be paying for the trip): | he Seafood Harvesters of America

3. Travel destination(s). Galveston, TX

4. a Date of departure ApPril 4, 2018 Date of return: APTil 6, 2018
b. Will you be extending the trip at your personal expense? [1Yes B No
If yes, dates at personal expense:

5. a. Will you be accompanied by a relative at the sponsor’s expense? [J Yes B No
b. If yes:
(1} Name of accompanying relative: _

(2) Relationship to traveler: [ Spouse [ Child [ Other (specify):
(3) Accompanying relative is at least 18 years of age; [JYes LI No

6. a. Did the trip sponsor answer “yes” to Question 9(d) on the Primary Trip Sponsor Form (i.c., travel is
sponsored by an entity that employs a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent and you are
requesting lodging for two nights)? B Yes L No

b. If yes, explain why the second night of lodging is warranted:

The educational event on April 5th runs from 8am to 9pm.

7. Primary Trip Sponsor Form is attached, including agenda, invitee list, and any other attachments and
contributing sponsor forms: B Yes [ No
NOTE: The agenda should show the traveler’s individual schedule, including departure and arrival times
and identify the specific events in which the traveler will be participating.

8. Explain why participation in the trip is connected to the traveler's individual official or representational
duties. Staff should include their job title and how the activities on the itinerary relate to their duties.

: leqislati stant and my i nclude natural

resources. The Magnuson Stevens Reauthorization is expected this
year which the educational event will inform of fisheries management.

9. Is the traveler aware of any registered federal lobbyists or foreign agents involved in planning,
organizing, requesting, and/or arranging the trip? [ Yes E No

10. FOR STAFF TRAVELERS:
TO BE COMPLETED BY YOUR EMPLOYING MEMBER:
ADVANCED AUTHORIZATION OF EMPLOYEE TRAVEL

I hereby authorize the individual named above, an employee of the U.S. House of Representatives who
works under my direct supervision, to accept expenses for the trip described in this request. 1 have
determined that the above-described travel is in connection with my employee’s official duties and that
acceplance of these expenses will not create the appearance that the employee is using public oifice for

private gain.

Date: February 28, 2018 “shon O ;
@mre of Employing Member




U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Ethics

PRIMARY TRIP SPONSOR FORM

This form should be completed by private entities offering to provide travel or reimbursement for travel to House
Members, officers, or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. A completed copy of the form (and any
attachments) should be provided to each invited House Member, officer, or employee, who will then forward it to
the Committee together with a Traveler Form at least 30 days before the start date of the trip. The trip sponsor
should NOT submit the form directly to the Committee. The Committee Web site (ethics.house.gov) provides
detailed instructions for filling out the form.

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to
criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. Failure to comply with the Committee’s
Travel Regulations may also lead to the denial of permission to sponsor futare trips.

1. Sponsor (who will be paying for the trip):
The Seafood Harvesters of America

2. Trepresent that the trip will not be financed (in whole or in part) by a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent
(signify that the statement is true by checking box): =

3. Check only one: 1represent that:

a. the primary trip sponsor has not accepted from any other source funds intended directly or indirectly to
finance any aspect of the trip H or

b. the trip is arranged without regard to congressional participation and the primary trip sponsor has accepted
funds only from entities that will receive a tangible benefit in exchange for those funds L1 or.

c. the primary trip sponsor has accepted funds from other source(s) intended directly or indirectly to finance all
or part of this trip and has enclosed disclosure forms from each of those entities. [
If“c™ is checked, list the names of the additional sponsors:

4. Provide names and titles of ALL House Members and employees you are inviting, For each House invitee,
provide an explanation of why the individual was invited (include additional pages if necessary):

See Attached: Educational Fact-Finding Trip Invitation List

5. Is travel being offered to an accompanying relative of the House invitee(s)? [ Yes &= No

6. Date of departure: ~April 4, 2018 Date of return:  April 6, 2018

7. a. City of departure; Washington, DC
b. Destination(s): Galveston, TX
c. City of return; Washington DC

8. Irepresent that (check one of the following):
a. The sponsor of the trip is an institution of higher education within the meaning of section 101 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965: [1 or

b. The sponsor of the trip does not retain or employ a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent: [ or
c. The sponsor employs or retains a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent, but the trip is for attendance at
a one-day event and lobbyist/foreign agent involvement in planning, organizing, requesting, or arranging the

trip was de minimis under the Committee’s travel regulations. b=
9. Check one of the following:
a. Ichecked 8(a) or (b) above: [1
I checked 8(c) above but am not offering any lodging: []
I checked 8(c) above and am offering lodging and meals for one night: £1 o

I checked 8(c) above and am offering lodging aud meals for two nights: k=
If “d” is checked, explain why the second night of lodging is warranted:

e o

The educational event on April 5th runs from 8ami to 9pm. Two nights lodging in Galveston is required in order to attend.




10, Attached is a detatled agenda of the activities the House invitees will be participating in during the travel (i.¢
an hourly description of planned activities for trip invitees) tindicate ugenda is attached by checking boy)y:

11, Check one:
a. 1 represent that a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent will not accompany House Members or

employees on any segment of the trip (signify that the statement is true by checking box)y: ™ or

b. N/A - wrip sponsor is a US| institution of higher education. {J

12 For each sponsor required to submit a sponsor form. describe the sponsor’s interest in the subject matter of the
trip and its role in organizing and/or conducting the trip
he Seaiood Harveslers of America represent commercial fishermen operating from the Bering Sea_
to the Guli of Mexico and north to New England Federal fishery management regulahons and '
practices are of vitat interest to Harvesters' members. The Harvesters' role-in organizing this tip ——
include: inviting Congressional staff. preparation and presentation of written materials and briefings;
and making all necessary travel. lodging and meal arrangements.

13. Answer parts a and h. Answer part © U Recessary.

Airm Rail 3 Bus 0 Car 0 Other O (Specify: )

a. Mode of travel; /

b.  Class of ravel: Couch Business 3 First [ Charter [0 Other O (Specify: )

¢. If travel will be first class or by chartered or private aircraft, explain why such travel is warranted:

14. 1 represent that the expenditures related to local area travel during the trip will be unrelated to personal or
recreational activities of the invitee(s). (signifv thar the statement is trie by checking box): =

15. 1represent that either (check one of the following):
The trip involves an event that is arranged or organized withour regard to congressional participation and

a.
that meals provided to congressional participants are similar to those provided to or purchased h} other

event attendees: [ or

b. The trip involves events that are arranged specitically with regard to congressional participation: =
If*b™ is checked:

1) Detail the cost per day of meals (approximate cost may be provided):

$75 per person

2} Provide reason for selecting the location of the event or trip:
Galveston is a thriving commercial fishing port, and a significant number of Harvesters' members

make their living there. The location is conducive o having Congressional staff meet commercial
fishermen and hear from them directly on successes and challenges of fisheties management.

16. Name, nightly cost, and reasons for selecting each hotel or other lodging facility:
Tremont House City; Galveston, TX Cost per night: $137

Hotel name:
Only decent, available hotel within walking distance to events

Reason(s) for selecting:

Hotel name: City: Cost per night:
Reason(s) for selecting:
Hotel name: _ City: Cost per night:

Reason(s) for selecting:



17. 1 represent that all expenses connected to the trip will be for actual costs incurred

st fhif\l!k‘ﬂl

8. TOFAL EXPENSES FOR EACH PARTICIP

Usienify that the staicment is e by checking box)y: =

AN

[J actual amounts
o B cood tarth estimates

For each Member,

8 Officer, or employee

# For each accompanymg

Brelatine

Total Transportation
Expenses per Participant | per Participant

$450.00 |

| Total Lodging Expenses

Fotal Meal i‘ipcn\cs pr

and not a per diem or lump

Participant
$275.00 $130.00
N/A N/A

_} {doll

i For cach Member,
H Ofticer, or employee

IN/A

Crthrer BExpenses
amount per item)

| taxi, parking

Identify Specitic Nature of “Other™
.registration fee. ele.)

penses (e.g.,

N/A

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form

may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 US.C

19. Check one:

a. I certify that L aman officer of the organization listed below.

. or

b. N/A - sponsor is an individual or a US. institution of higher education. O

.§ 1001.

20. 1 certify that T am not a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent for any sponsor of this trip.

21

my knowledge.
Signature: _ Z-'/

Se i evnfuarN’,

21. certify by my signature that the information contained in this form is true. complete, and correet to the best of

Fon Llrif [Brobn/,

SLIESREAT ofr JEAFwp ) AAra v /TFE I~

Name:

‘Scott Coughlin

Title:

I_:_jterim Executive Director

Organization:

The Seafood Harvesters of America

Address:

3033 Wilson Blvd, Suite 765, Arlington VA 22201

Telephone number:

703-647-4136 office 206-228-4141 mobile

Email address:

scott@seafoodharvesters.org

If there are any questions regarding this form please contact the Committee at the following address:

Commuteee on Ethics

U.S. House of Representatives

1015 Longworth House Otfice Building
Washington, DC 20513

(202) 225-7103 {phone)

(202) 225-7392 (general fax)

Version dute 42013 by Committee on Ethics



Susan W. Brooks, Indiana
Chairwoman
Theodore E. Deutch, Florida
Ranking Member

Kenny Marchant, Texas

Leonard Lance, New fersey ONE HUNDRED FIFTEENTH CONGRESS

Mimi Walters, California
John Ratcliffe, Texas

s, Gl o ik U.S. Houge of Repregentatives

Jared Polis, Colorado
Anthony Brown, Maryland

Steve Cohen, Tennessee COMMITTEE ON ETHICS

Thomas A Rust
Staff Dircetor and Chief Counsel

Donna Herbert
Direclor of Administration

Megan Savage
Chiief of Staff and Counsel to
the Chuirwoman

Daniel J. Taylor
Counsel 1o the Ranking Member

1015 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-6328
Telephone: (202) 225 7§03
Facsimile. (202) 225-7392

April 4,2018

Mr. Augustus Ashton

Office of the Honorable John Culberson
2161 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Ashton:

Pursuant to House Rule 23, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves your
proposed trip to Galveston, Texas, scheduled for April 4 to 6, 2018, sponsored by the Seafood
Harvesters of America. We remind you that, because the trip sponsor employs a federal lobbyist,
you may participate in officially-connected activity on one calendar day only.

You must complete an Employee Post-Travel Disclosure Form (which your employing
Member must also sign) and file it, together with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form completed
by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the House within 15 days after your return from travel. As
part of that filing, you are also required to attach a copy of this letter and both the Traveler and
Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including attachments) you previously submitted to the Committee in
seeking pre-approval for this trip. You must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $390
from a single source on the “Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement
covering this calendar year. Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy of
all request forms and supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent
Congresses from the date of travel.

If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and
Education at extension 5-7103.

Sincerely,
Susan W. Brooks Theodore E. Deutch
Chairwoman Ranking Member

SWB/TED:kej



Educational Fact-Finding Trip Invitation List
Seafood Harvesters of America
Galveston, TX April 4-6, 2018

Below is the list of Congressional staff invitees that we have invited to this event.

Evan Lee

Legislative Director, Rep. Dunn (R-FL-02)
evan.lee(@mail.house.gov

Phone: 202-225-5235

REASON FOR INVITING: Representative Dunn serves a coastal district and has a constituency
that includes both recreational and commercial fishermen as well as other seafood supply chain
participants. The economic viability of coastal communities in Florida are impacted significantly
by federal fisheries management decisions. It will be useful for Evan Lee to understand recent
improvements in federal fisheries management practices and see first-hand how the Gulf of
Mexico seafood supply chain works.

Chris Sweet

Legislative Director, Rep. Diaz-Balart (R-FL-25)
Chris.sweet(@mail.house.cov

phone: (202) 225-4211

REASON FOR INVITING: Representative Diaz-Balart serves a coastal district and has a
constituency that includes both recreational and commercial fishermen as well as other seafood
supply chain participants. The economic viability of coastal communities in Florida are impacted
significantly by federal fisheries management decisions. It will be useful for Chris Sweet to
understand recent improvements in federal fisheries management practices and see first-hand how
the Gulf of Mexico seafood supply chain works.

Charles Castagna

Legislative Assistant, Rep. Curbelo (R-FL-26)
Charles.Castagnaf@mail.hose.gov

Phone: (202) 225-2778

REASON FOR INVITING: Representative Curbelo serves a coastal district and has a
constituency that includes both recreational and commercial fishermen as well as other seafood
supply chain participants. The economic viability of coastal communities in Florida are impacted
significantly by federal fisheries management decisions. It will be useful for Charles Castagna to
understand recent improvements in federal fisheries management practices and see first-hand how
the Gulf of Mexico seafood supply chain works.

Kelley Hudak

Director of Coalitions, Leader Scalise (R-LA-01)
Kelley.hudak@mail.house.gov

Phone: (202) 225-3015




REASON FOR INVITING: Representative Curbelo serves a coastal district and has a
constituency that includes both recreational and commercial fishermen as well as other seafood
supply chain participants. The economic viability of coastal communities in Lousisana are
impacted significantly by federal fisheries management decisions. It will be useful for Kelley
Hudak to understand recent improvements in federal fisheries management practices and see first-
hand how the Gulf of Mexico seafood supply chain works. :

Sarah Hanson

Legislative Assistant, Rep. Charlie Crist (D-FL-13)
sarah.hanson!@mail.house.gov

Phone: (202) 225-5961

REASON FOR INVITING: Representative Crist serves a coastal district and has a constituency
that includes both recreational and commercial fishermen as well as other seafood supply chain
participants. The economic viability of coastal communities in Florida is impacted significantly
by federal fisheries management decisions. It will be useful for Sarah Hanson to understand
recent improvements in federal fisheries management practices and see first-hand how the Gulf of
Mexico seafood supply chain works.

Kevin Karpay

Senior Legislative Assistant, Rep. Kathy Castor (D-FL-14)
Kevin.Karpay@mail.house.gov

Phone: (202) 225-3376

REASON FOR INVITING: Representative Castor serves a coastal district and has a constituency
that includes both recreational and commercial fishermen as well as other seafood supply chain
participants. The economic viability of coastal communities in Florida is impacted significantly
by federal fisheries management decisions. It will be useful for Kevin Karpay to understand
recent improvements in federal fisheries management practices and see first-hand how the Gulf of
Mexico seafood supply chain works.

Dan Sadlosky
Policy Advisor, Leader Scalise (R-LA-01)
Dan.sadlosky@mail.house.gov

REASON FOR INVITING: Representative Scalise serves a coastal district and has a constituency
that includes both recreational and commercial fishermen as well as other seafood supply chain
participants. The economic viability of coastal communities in Louisiana are impacted
significantly by federal fisheries management decisions. It will be useful for Dan Sadlosky to
understand recent improvements in federal fisheries management practices and see first-hand how
the Gulf of Mexico seafood supply chain works.

Stuart Burns

Chief of Staff, Rep. Babin (R-TX-36)
Stuart.burns(@mail.house.gov

Phone: (202) 225-1555




REASON FOR INVITING: Representative Burns serves a coastal district and has a constituency
that includes both recreational and commercial fishermen as well as other seafood supply chain
participants. The economic viability of coastal communities in Texas are impacted significantly
by federal fisheries management decisions. It will be useful for Stuart Burns to understand recent
improvements in federal fisheries management practices and see first-hand how the Gulf of
Mexico seafood supply chain works.

Ben Couhig

Legislative Director, Rep. Babin (R-TX-36)
Ben.couhig@mail.house.gov

Phone: (202) 225-1555

REASON FOR INVITING: Representative Babin serves a coastal district and has a constituency
that includes both recreational and commercial fishermen as well as other seafood supply chain
participants. The economic viability of coastal communities in Texas is impacted significantly by
federal fisheries management decisions. It will be useful for Ben Couhig to understand recent
improvements in federal fisheries management practices and see first-hand how the Gulf of
Mexico seafood supply chain works.

Kelly Waterman

District Director, Rep. Babin (R-TX-36)
Kelly.waterman@mail.house.gov
Phone: (202) 225-1555

REASON FOR INVITING: Representative Babin serves a coastal district and has a constituency
that includes both recreational and commercial fishermen as well as other seafood supply chain
participants. The economic viability of coastal communities in Texas is impacted significantly by
federal fisheries management decisions. It will be useful for Kelly Waterman to understand recent
improvements in federal fisheries management practices and see first-hand how the Gulf of
Mexico seafood supply chain works.

Michelle Stoika

Legislative Assistant, Rep. Randy Weber (R-TX-14)
Michelle.Stoika@mail.house.gov

phone: 202-225-2831

REASON FOR INVITING: Representative Babin serves a coastal district and has a constituency
that includes both recreational and commercial fishermen as well as other seafood supply chain
participants. The economic viability of coastal communities in Texas is impacted significantly by
federal fisheries management decisions. It will be useful for Michelle Stoika to understand recent
improvements in federal fisheries management practices and see first-hand how the Gulf of
Mexico seafood supply chain works.

Gus Ashton

Legislative Assistant, Rep. John Culberson (R-TX7)
Gus.Ashton@mail . house.gov

Phone: (202) 225-2571




REASON FOR INVITING: Representative Culberson serves on the subcommittee on Commerce,
Justice and Science, or CJS. The CJS Subcommittee has jurisdiction over the Department of
Commerce, which in turn controls NOAA and the National Marine Fisheries Service, the
regulatory body for U.S. fisheries. The economic viability of coastal communities in Texas is
impacted significantly by federal fisheries management decisions. It will be useful for Gus
Ashton to understand recent improvements in federal fisheries management practices and see
first-hand how the Gulf of Mexico seafood supply chain works.



Fisheries Management Fact Finding Trip, Galveston, Texas

Seafood Harvesters of America
April 4-6, 2018
Agenda

April 4, 2018 — TRAVEL DAY

4:00 pm
4:30 pm

5:30 pm

6:30 pm

April 5, 2018
6:45 am — 7:30 am

7:45 am

8:00 am — 3:00pm

3:00 pm — 5:00 pm

5:00 pm —5:45 pm

5:45

6:00 pm — 9:00 pm

Arrive at Houston (Hobby) Airport, Southwest Flight #42
Meet shuttle (Galveston Limo Service) at Zone 4

Arrive at hotel: The Tremont House
2300 Ships Mechanic Row, Galveston (409) 763-0300

Introductory briefing over drinks and substantial appetizers at Tremont
House, The Rooftop Bar

Breakfast: The Tremont Café, The Tremont House
Meet in hotel lobby for walk to docks

Fishing trip and discussions of accountable fishing practices. Lunch
provided on boat.

Deliver catch to Galveston fish buyer; tour of seafood processing and
retail operation; discussion of U.S. seafood value supply chain.

Travel to hotel, change for dinner

Meet in lobby for walk to Olympia Grille - 100 21st St, Galveston (409)
765-0021

Seafood dinner meeting with commercial fishermen and discussion of
sustainable fishing and fishery management practices.

April 6, 2018 — TRAVEL DAY

6:30 am—=7:15 am

7:30 am

10:05 am

Breakfast: The Tremont Café, The Tremont House
Shuttle to Houston (Hobby) Airport

Southwest Flight #1753, Houston (Hobby) Airport



