






































4. Provide names and titles of ALL House Members and employees you are inviting. For 

each House invitee, provide an explanation of why the individual was invited (include 

additional pages if necessary) 

SEEC Institute is organizing a Congressional delegation to Strasbourg and Brussels in June 2026 

to engage with European policymakers, private-sector leaders, and international organizations on 

climate, energy, and industrial policy. This trip comes at a pivotal moment for transatlantic 

relations, as the European Union advances major policy frameworks including the Carbon 

Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), the Clean Industrial Deal, and methane regulations, 

while geopolitical dynamics and energy security challenges continue to evolve. 

The delegation will include Members of the Sustainable Energy and Environment Coalition 

(SEEC) and the Executive Director of the SEEC Caucus who have demonstrated leadership on 

climate, clean energy, trade, and national security issues. As with prior delegations, all Members 

are invited based on their policy leadership, committee jurisdiction, and ability to engage 

meaningfully with international counterparts. The SEEC Caucus Executive Director is essential 

to this trip as they have a 50,000 foot view on all energy and environment issues active in 

Congress and can serve as a translator between U.S. and European policy priorities. 

Participation in this delegation will allow Members to: 

• Engage directly with European Parliamentarians, European Commission officials, and 

NATO leadership on shared priorities;  

• Better understand how EU climate and industrial policies may impact U.S. 

competitiveness, trade, and supply chains;  

• Share U.S. legislative perspectives and reinforce continued congressional engagement on 

climate and energy issues internationally;  

• Explore opportunities for transatlantic cooperation at the parliamentary and subnational 

levels.  

Invites were sent to the following Members: 

• Rep. Maxine Dexter  

• Rep. Valerie Foushee  

• Rep. Mike Levin  

• Rep. Emily Randall 

• Rep. Jim Himes 

• Rep. Doris Matsui 

• Rep. Joe Neguse 

• Rep. Paul Tonko 

• Rep. Ilhan Omar 



• Rep. Kathy Castor 

• Rep. Dave Min 

• Rep. Jared Huffman 

• Rep. Chellie Pingree 

• Rep. Lloyd Doggett 

• Rep. Salud Carbajal 

• Rep. Greg Casar 

• Rep. Joaquin Castro 

• Rep. Gil Cisneros 

• Rep. Steve Cohen 

• Rep. Herb Conaway 

• Rep. Chris Deluzio 

• Rep. Sarah Elfreth 

• Rep. Laura Friedman 

• Rep. Laura Gillen 

• Rep. Jim Himes 

• Rep. Chrissy Houlahan 

• Rep. Jonathan Jackson 

• Rep. Pramila Jayapal 

• Rep. Sydney Kamlager-Dove 

• Rep. Marcy Kaptur 

• Rep. Bill Keating 

• Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi  

• Rep. George Latimer 

• Rep. Ted Lieu 

• Rep. Sarah McBride 

• Rep. Jennifer McClellan 

• Rep. John Olszewski 

• Rep. Mike Quigley 

• Rep. Pat Ryan 

• Rep. Brad Schneider 

• Rep. Eric Sorensen 

• Rep. Marilyn Strickland 

• Rep. Dina Titus 

• Rep. Jill Tokuda 

• Rep. Paul Tonko 

• Rep. Derek Tran 

• Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez 



• Rep. Sean Casten 

• Rep. Yassamin Ansari 

• Rep. Kim Schrier 

• Rep. April McClain Delaney 

• Rep. Ed Case 

• Rep. Emilia Sykes 

• Rep. Melanie Stansbury 

• Rep. Adriano Espaillat 

• Rep. George Whitesides 

• Rep. Deborah Ross 

Staff (Invited): 

• David Schutt, SEEC Caucus Executive Director 

 

10. Attached is a detailed agenda of the activities House invitees will be participating in 

during the travel. 

 

SEEC Institute Europe CODEL with Members of the U.S. House of Representatives 

Destination: Strasbourg, France and Brussels, Belgium 

Dates: June 14 – 18, 2026 

MISSION GOALS 

The purpose of this Congressional delegation (CODEL) is to strengthen transatlantic 

collaboration on climate, energy, and industrial policy through direct engagement with European 

policymakers, private-sector leaders, and civil society organizations. The trip is designed to 

engage in pro-climate and clean energy conversations in Europe at a time of evolving policy 

priorities and geopolitical uncertainty. 

The SEEC Institute delegation will engage with Members of the European Parliament, European 

Commission officials, NATO leadership, and leading businesses and NGOs to better understand 

Europe’s current climate and energy agenda—including implementation of the Carbon Border 

Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), the Clean Industrial Deal, and the EU Methane Import Ban. 

The trip will also provide a platform for Members of Congress to share perspectives on U.S. 

policy and explore opportunities for sustained collaboration at the parliamentary and subnational 

levels. 



RELEVANCE TO OFFICIAL DUTIES 

This trip is directly relevant to Members’ official duties, as it provides insight into international 

climate policy, industrial competitiveness, and energy security—all of which shape U.S. 

legislative priorities. Engagements with European counterparts will inform policymaking related 

to trade, clean energy deployment, supply chains, and transatlantic cooperation. European 

counterparts will also learn about best practices and lessons learned from these Members’ 

experiences drafting and enacting the Inflation Reduction Act and other related legislation. 

The program also supports Members in their roles as global representatives of U.S. policy, 

enabling them to strengthen relationships with key allies, communicate American perspectives, 

and identify opportunities for collaboration that advance both U.S. economic and environmental 

interests. 

ITINERARY 

SUNDAY, JUNE 14 – DEPARTURE 

3:00 PM – Arrival at Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD) 

Members of Congress and SEEC Institute staff arrive at Dulles International Airport to begin 

travel to Europe. SEEC Institute will provide final confirmed flight information to the 

Committee on Ethics when flights are booked in the coming days. 

5:00 PM EST – 6:50 AM CEST – International Departure (IAD → Madrid) 

The delegation departs Washington, D.C. on a commercial Iberia Airlines flight IB362 to 

Madrid. This overnight flight allows for arrival in Europe early the following day and ensures 

sufficient time for onward travel to Strasbourg. 

MONDAY, JUNE 15 – STRASBOURG: EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ENGAGEMENT 

6:50 AM  – 9:05 AM – Arrival in Madrid and airport layover 

The delegation lands in Madrid and prepares for onward travel to Strasbourg. 

9:05 – 11:20 AM – Flight IB2240: Madrid to Strasbourg 

The group travels to Strasbourg, home of the European Parliament’s plenary sessions. 

11:20 AM – 1:00 PM – Arrival, Hotel Check-In, and Downtime 



Upon arrival, the delegation transfers to their hotel, checks in, and has time to rest following 

transatlantic travel. 

1:00 – 2:30 PM – Lunch and Strasbourg Orientation with Local Leadership 

The delegation participates in a lunch and informal orientation with the Mayor of Strasbourg, a 

former Member of the European Parliament. This discussion provides context on Strasbourg’s 

role in European governance and offers insights into regional leadership perspectives on EU 

policy and transatlantic relations. Note: SEEC Institute will cover the cost of lunch for all 

Members and staff. 

2:30 – 4:00 PM – Visit to the European Parliament 

Members tour the European Parliament building, with a focus on sustainability and energy-

efficiency measures within EU institutions and the parliament building itself. The visit 

introduces the structure and operations of the Parliament and its role in shaping EU climate and 

industrial policy. 

4:00 – 5:00 PM – Meeting with “Friends of Clean Tech” MEP Group 

The delegation meets with Members of the European Parliament engaged in clean technology 

and climate policy who belong to the “Friends of Clean Tech” Group (similar to a House 

Caucus). The discussion focuses on advancing clean energy innovation, aligning industrial 

strategies, and maintaining ambitious climate targets across the EU. 

5:00 – 5:30 PM – Attendance at European Parliament Plenary Opening Session 

Members attend the opening of the Parliament’s plenary session and are formally received by the 

President of the European Parliament, highlighting the importance of the transatlantic 

relationship. 

5:30 – 6:00 PM – Meeting with the President of the European Parliament 

A private meeting with the President provides an opportunity to discuss transatlantic 

cooperation, current legislative priorities, and the role of parliamentary diplomacy in advancing 

shared climate and energy goals. 

6:00 – 7:30 PM – Roundtable Dinner with Members of the European Parliament 

SEEC Institute convenes a roundtable dinner bringing together U.S. lawmakers and European 

Parliamentarians. The discussion centers on aligning U.S. and EU approaches to climate policy, 

industrial competitiveness, and global leadership. 



7:30 – 9:00 PM – Reception with Parliamentary Leaders and Staff  

An evening reception provides an opportunity for informal engagement with Members of the 

European Parliament and senior staff, fostering relationships and facilitating continued dialogue. 

Note: SEEC Institute will cover the cost of the reception and dinner for all Members and staff. 

Overnight in Strasbourg 

TUESDAY, JUNE 16 – TRANSIT TO BRUSSELS & PRIVATE-SECTOR 

ENGAGEMENTS 

8:30 – 10:00 AM – Breakfast with European Commission Officials (TBC) 

The delegation meets with representatives from the European Commission to discuss current EU 

climate and industrial priorities, including implementation challenges and opportunities for 

collaboration with U.S. policymakers. Note: SEEC Institute will cover the cost of breakfast for 

all Members and staff. 

10:00 AM – 3:00 PM – Transit from Strasbourg to Brussels 

The group travels by chartered bus to Brussels. Breakfast and lunch are provided onboard, and 

SEEC Institute staff facilitate informal briefings to prepare Members for upcoming engagements. 

Note: SEEC Institute will provide lunch on the bus for all Members and staff. 

AFTERNOON: SEEC INSTITUTE–HOSTED PRIVATE SECTOR ENGAGEMENTS 

SEEC Institute hosts a series of discussions in Brussels, convening leading businesses, 

policymakers, and partner organizations to provide Members with practical insights into 

implementation of key EU climate policies. These sessions are designed to strengthen 

transatlantic dialogue and connect legislative priorities with real-world business perspectives. 

3:00 – 4:00 PM – SEEC Institute–Hosted Discussion on EU Carbon Border Adjustment 

Mechanism (CBAM) 

SEEC Institute hosts a discussion and invites leading European and multinational companies, 

along with partner organizations including Ceres and the We Mean Business Coalition to speak. 

Participants share perspectives on CBAM implementation, competitiveness considerations, and 

implications for global trade. The session provides Members with insight into how carbon 

pricing mechanisms are shaping industrial strategy and supply chains from the private sector 

perspective. 

4:00 – 5:00 PM – SEEC Institute–Hosted Discussion on EU Clean Industrial Deal 



SEEC Institute convenes businesses and policy experts to examine the EU’s Clean Industrial 

Deal and its role in driving decarbonization and economic growth. The discussion highlights 

lessons learned from the U.S. Inflation Reduction Act and explores opportunities for alignment 

between U.S. and EU industrial policy. 

5:00 – 6:00 PM – SEEC Institute–Hosted Discussion on EU Methane Import Standards 

SEEC Institute hosts a dialogue with corporate leaders and policy experts to explore methane 

regulations affecting global energy markets. Participants discuss implementation challenges, 

monitoring frameworks, and the role of international cooperation in reducing emissions across 

supply chains. 

6:00 – 8:00 PM – Salon Dinner with Business and Policy Leaders 

SEEC Institute hosts a salon-style dinner bringing together U.S. lawmakers, European business 

leaders, and policy stakeholders. The evening provides an opportunity for deeper discussion on 

maintaining strong climate policies while fostering economic competitiveness and innovation. 

Note: SEEC Institute will cover the cost of the dinner for all Members and staff. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17 – BRUSSELS: POLICY, SECURITY, AND STRATEGY 

9:00 – 10:30 AM – Breakfast Briefing with Clean Air Task Force 

The delegation participates in a breakfast discussion focused on energy security and emerging 

clean technologies, including nuclear and geothermal energy. Experts outline how these 

technologies intersect with geopolitical considerations and long-term decarbonization strategies. 

Note: SEEC Institute will cover the cost of breakfast for all Members and staff. 

10:30 – 11:00 AM – Arrival and Welcome at E3G Brussels Office 

Delegates arrive at E3G, a leading climate think tank, for a day of policy-focused discussions. 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM – Roundtable: EU Industrial Policy and Lessons from the IRA  

SEEC Institute participates in a roundtable hosted with E3G examining the EU’s Clean Industrial 

Deal and comparing it to the U.S. Inflation Reduction Act. The discussion focuses on policy 

design, competitiveness, and opportunities for transatlantic alignment. 

12:00 – 2:30 PM – Oil Chokepoint Tabletop Exercise 

Delegates participate in a simulation exercise exploring global energy supply disruptions and 

strategic responses. The exercise highlights vulnerabilities in energy systems and underscores the 

importance of resilience planning and international coordination. 



2:30 – 4:00 PM – Roundtable: European Perspectives on Energy Security 

This discussion brings together European experts to share perspectives on energy security, 

diversification, and the role of climate policy in strengthening resilience. 

4:00 – 5:00 PM – Meeting with NATO and NATO Parliamentary Assembly 

The delegation meets with NATO officials and parliamentary representatives to discuss the 

intersection of climate change, energy systems, and security. The conversation explores how 

NATO allies are integrating climate considerations into resilience planning. 

5:00 – 6:00 PM – Down time to explore Brussels 

6:00 – 8:00 PM – Evening Reception and Dinner with Policy and NGO Leaders 

SEEC Institute hosts an evening reception and dinner with leaders from think tanks, NGOs, and 

policy organizations. The event fosters dialogue on transatlantic cooperation and builds 

relationships with key stakeholders. Note: SEEC Institute will cover the cost of the reception and 

dinner for all Members and staff. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 18 – RETURN TO UNITED STATES 

8:00 – 9:00 AM – Breakfast with UK Members of Parliament 

The delegation meets with UK parliamentarians to discuss shared priorities in climate policy, 

energy security, and transatlantic collaboration. Note: SEEC Institute will cover the cost of the 

breakfast for all Members and staff. 

9:00 – 9:45 AM – Transfer to Airport 

9:45 AM – 12:00 PM – Brussels airport Processing and Departure 

The delegation proceeds through airport security and boards a United Airlines flight returning to 

Washington, D.C. 

12:00 PM CEST - 2:20 PM EST – United UA951 flight and arrival at Washington Dulles 

International Airport (IAD) 

Delegates arrive in Washington, D.C., concluding the SEEC Institute Europe CODEL. 

 

12. For each sponsor required to submit a sponsor form, describe the sponsor’s interest in 

the subject matter of the trip and its role in organizing and/or conducting the trip: 



 

SEEC Institute is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to educating 

policymakers on climate change and clean energy through engagement, education, and field -

based learning. SEEC Institute is organizing this trip to advance that mission by providing 

Members of Congress with an opportunity to engage with international counterparts who are 

contemplating similar issues.  

SEEC Institute is organizing and sponsoring this trip to advance its mission of supporting 

informed policymaking through direct engagement with international partners. The Institute has 

a strong interest in ensuring that Members of Congress have access to timely, first-hand 

information about global climate and energy developments, particularly in regions such as the 

European Union, which plays a central role in shaping international policy frameworks. 

For this delegation, SEEC Institute’s role includes: 

• Designing and coordinating the overall program and agenda;  

• Facilitating meetings with European policymakers, including Members of the European 

Parliament and European Commission officials;  

• Convening discussions with private-sector leaders, think tanks, and NGOs to provide 

Members with diverse perspectives;  

• Organizing roundtable discussions to foster dialogue on key policy issues, including 

CBAM, industrial policy, and methane regulation;  

• Managing all logistics, including travel, lodging, and on-the-ground coordination.  

Through this trip, SEEC Institute aims to: 

• Strengthen transatlantic relationships between U.S. lawmakers and European 

counterparts;  

• Provide Members with a deeper understanding of how international climate and industrial 

policies intersect with U.S. economic and national security interests;  

• Support continued U.S. engagement and leadership in global climate and energy 

discussions.  

As with prior delegations, SEEC Institute’s activities are educational in nature and designed to 

facilitate policy-relevant dialogue, consistent with House Ethics Committee travel regulations. 

15b. Provide reason for selecting the location of the event or trip: 

 

1. Our meal budget is based on the State Department per diem rate for Brussels and 

Strasbourg, which is $170. 



2. SEEC Institute selected Strasbourg and Brussels as that is where EU officials are located. 

The European Parliament is sitting in Strasbourg during the week of June 15. 

 

Invitation sent to invited members:  

 

Good afternoon— 

  

I am writing to invite your boss to join a privately sponsored SEEC Institute CODEL to 

Europe from June 14-18. The purpose of this trip is to advance transatlantic cooperation and 

understanding on shared energy and climate priorities. 

  

A tentative agenda is attached to this email and the RSVP form is LINKED HERE. 

   

If your boss would like to join this trip, please fill out this form on their behalf by May 1, 2026 

at 5pm Eastern at the latest. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

  

Upon confirming your boss’ attendance on the trip, we’ll be in touch with additional information 

on Ethics paperwork and logistics.  

  

Additional framing for the trip: This proposed Europe CODEL aims to deepen 

understanding of Europe’s evolving climate policy landscape at a pivotal moment, while 

reinforcing transatlantic engagement on shared economic, environmental, and security 

priorities, all in the context of climate change and the clean energy transition. As the 

European Union advances key initiatives including the EU Carbon Border Adjustment 

Mechanism, the EU Methane Import Standard, and their Clean Industrial Deal, there are 

emerging concerns about potential shifts in ambition amid broader geopolitical and 

economic pressures. The trip will provide Members with opportunities to engage 

European counterparts, business leaders, civil society, and the media to better understand 

policy directions, identify areas for constructive collaboration, and exchange perspectives 

on climate, trade, and resilience. It will also explore opportunities for strengthened 

cooperation at the parliamentary and subnational levels, particularly in areas such as 

energy security and climate resilience planning within NATO. At a time of complex 

U.S.-Europe relations, the CODEL offers a timely opportunity to reaffirm enduring 

partnerships and support continued dialogue on shared global challenges. 

  

Best, 

Julia Greensfelder 

SEEC Institute 

510-821-2010 

julia@seecinstitute.org 



______________________________________ 
              1  Please be aware that the Committee’s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department’s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov. 
 

 
June 4, 2026 

 
The Honorable Sydney Kamlager-Dove 
U.S. House of Representatives 
144 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your and your spouse's proposed trip to France and Belgium,1 scheduled for June 14 to 21, 2026, 
sponsored by the Sustainable Energy and Environment Coalition (SEEC) Institute.  We note that 
this trip includes three days at your personal expense.    
 

You must complete a Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form and file it, together 
with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the 
House within 15 days after your return from travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required 
to attach a copy of this letter and both the Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including 
attachments) you previously submitted to the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  
You must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $525 from a single source on the 
“Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement covering this calendar year.  
Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy of all request forms and 
supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent Congresses from the date 
of travel. 
 

Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 
that House Members may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts “of 
minimal value [currently $525] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 

Education at extension 5-7103. 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Ranking Member 

 
Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 

Ashley Hinson, Iowa 
Nathaniel Moran, Texas 

Brad Knott, North Carolina 
 

Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 
Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
Sylvia R. Garcia, Texas 

Suhas Subramanyam, Virginia 
 

 
 
 
 
 

       ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
  

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Jordan Downs 

Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 

https://Ethics.House.gov 

https://ethics.house.gov/


Sincerely, 

                 
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 
 

MG/MD:eme 
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