












 

 

 
May 20, 2026 

 
The Honorable Lauren Underwood 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2228 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Spartanburg, South Carolina, scheduled for May 22 to 23, 2026, sponsored 
by ELYSIAN Investment Group, DRC Ventures, OneSpartanburg Inc., and the Palladian Group.     
 

You must complete a Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form and file it, together 
with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the 
House within 15 days after your return from travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required 
to attach a copy of this letter and both the Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including 
attachments) you previously submitted to the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  
You must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $525 from a single source on the 
“Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement covering this calendar year.  
Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy of all request forms and 
supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent Congresses from the date 
of travel. 
 

If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                 
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 
MG/MD:amr 
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February 24, 2026


Dear US Rep. Lauren Underwood,


Throughout my career, I have had the privilege of working alongside women whose leadership 
has shaped policy, politics, and public life at the highest levels. Across roles and moments, one 
truth has remained constant for me: when women come together with purpose and respect, they 
are capable of restoring clarity and humanity at times when both feel increasingly hard to find.


It is from that belief that Red and Blue: A Call for Humanity was created.


Inspired in structure and ambition by gatherings such as the Sun Valley Conference and 
Renaissance Weekend, this summit is designed to bring together a small, consequential group of 
women whose presence alone signals seriousness—and whose work together can demonstrate 
what leadership across differences still looks like.


I am writing to personally invite you to participate in this inaugural gathering, taking place May 
22–23, 2026, in Spartanburg, South Carolina. Co-chaired by Lara Trump and me, the 
summit convenes Democratic and Republican women in public life alongside respected thought 
leaders—not to debate positions, but to work together to identify issues where common ground 
exists and to develop shared, women-led solutions with clear, measurable goals.


What draws me to this effort is its intention. This is not about performance or optics. It is about 
creating space for real collaboration—bringing women across political lines into a trusted room 
to focus forward, agree on what can be done together, and commit to outcomes that can be 
followed and measured over time.


As a participant, you would be recognized as part of the founding group helping to shape this 
initiative from its beginning, and you will be featured in ELYSIAN!s Summer 2026 Red and 
Blue Issue, highlighting your leadership and your role in this defining moment.


I know how full your days are and do not extend this invitation lightly. I hope you will consider 
joining us for this inaugural convening. Your presence would add depth, credibility, and purpose 
to a gathering designed to show what is possible when women lead together.


With respect and warm regards,


Donna Brazile 
Co-Chair, Red and Blue: A Call for Humanity
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