












______________________________________

1 Please be aware that the Committee’s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department’s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov.

May 21, 2025

The Honorable Darrell Issa
U.S. House of Representatives
2108 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Colleague:

Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your and your spouse's proposed trip to Spain,1 scheduled for May 27 to June 2, 2025, sponsored 
by Aspen Institute, Inc., and Center for Responsible Innovation.  We note that you will not be 
accepting outbound transportation from the sponsor and that this trip includes two days at your 
personal expense.   

You must complete a Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form and file it, together 
with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the 
House within 15 days after your return from travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required 
to attach a copy of this letter and both the Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including 
attachments) you previously submitted to the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.
You must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 from a single source on the 
“Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement covering this calendar year.  
Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy of all request forms and 
supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent Congresses from the date 
of travel.

Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 
that House Members may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts “of 
minimal value [currently $480] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use.
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If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 

Sincerely, 

               
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 
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HOUSE APPENDIX  
Aspen Institute Congressional Program 

AI and America’s Place in the World 
 

May 26-31, 2025
  

Question 4: Provide names and titles of all House Members you are inviting. For each House invitee, provide 
an explanation of why the individual was invited.  

These members are invited due to their subject matter interest and expertise in the geopolitical issues to 
be discussed at the conference.  

1. Rep. Peter Aguilar: House Committee on Appropriations 
2. Rep. Jim Baird: House Committee on Science, Space and Technology 
3. Rep. Ami Bera: House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 
4. Rep. Don Beyer: House Committee on Ways and Means 
5. Rep. Kat Cammack: House Committee on Energy and Commerce 
6. Rep. Dan Crenshaw: House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 
7. Rep. Diana DeGette: House Committee on Energy and Commerce 
8. Rep. Neal Dunn: House Committee on Energy and Commerce 
9. Rep. Bill Foster: House Committee on Financial Services 
10. Rep. Andy Harris: House Committee on Labor 
11. Rep. Darrell Issa: House Committee on Science, Space and Technology 
12. Rep. Sara Jacobs: House Committee on Armed Services 
13. Rep. John Joyce: House Committee on Energy and Commerce 
14. Rep. Darin LaHood: House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 
15. Rep. Rick Larsen: House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
16. Rep. Ted Lieu: House Committee on the Judiciary  
17. Rep. Jim McGovern: House Committee on Rules 
18. Rep. Jay Obernolte: House Committee on Science, Space and Technology 
19. Rep. Kim Schrier: House Committee on Energy and Commerce 
20. Rep. Pete Sessions: House Committee on Oversight and Accountability 
21. Rep. Adam Smith: House Committee on Armed Services  

Question 12 (continued): With AI poised to reshape national security, economic competitiveness, 
and international norms, this convening continues AICP’s mission of helping lawmakers engage 
thoughtfully with the most pressing issues of our time. AICP organized and conducted the 
conference and selected and invited the attendees. The foundation listed in 3C, Center for 
Responsible Innovation, did not play a role in organizing or conducting the conference. The 
foundation provided grant funding for the program. 

Question 15(b) (continued): Spain specif ically was chosen as it has a strong track record and 
expertise on AI as it was the first EU country to open an AI off ice, and is a leader within Europe, 
home to many good experts on whom we are drawing for our conference. Málaga is also the 
home of the European headquarters of Google’s cybersecurity network, allowing us to do a site 
visit. Finally, Spain is a reasonable travel destination for experts and scholars attending from 
Spain and the Europe region. 












