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              1  Please be aware that the Committee’s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department’s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov. 

 

March 27, 2025 
 

The Honorable Salud Carbajal 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2331 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your and your sibling's proposed trip to South Korea,1 scheduled for April 12 to 18, 2025, 
sponsored by Former Members of Congress and the Korea Society.     
 

You must complete a Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form and file it, together 
with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the 
House within 15 days after your return from travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required 
to attach a copy of this letter and both the Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including 
attachments) you previously submitted to the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  
You must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 from a single source on the 
“Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement covering this calendar year.  
Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy of all request forms and 
supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent Congresses from the date 
of travel. 
 

Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 
that House Members may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts “of 
minimal value [currently $480] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use. 
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If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

                 
         Michael Guest         Mark DeSaulnier   

                              Chairman                                Ranking Member 

 
MG/MD:mc 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE CONGRESSIONAL STUDY GROUP ON KOREA 
A PROGRAM OF FMC 

 
1401 K STREET NW, SUITE 901   WASHINGTON, DC 20005 

202.222.0972 | www.usafmc.org/csg 

Dear Representative, 
 
On behalf of FMC’s Congressional Study Group on Korea (CSGK), it gives us great pleasure to invite you and 
your spouse to participate in our annual U.S. Congressional Member Study Tour to South Korea. The 2025 
Study Tour will take place April 12th through 19th and will visit Seoul and nearby sites.  
 
Korea remains one of the United States’ closest and most important allies in the Indo-Pacific. With a rising 
China as an economic and military superpower, and the development of North Korean nuclear capabilities, 
Korea is partner for addressing policy concerns that Members of Congress must confront in their efforts to 
further advance U.S. interests in the region. Within this context, our 2025 U.S. Congressional Member Study 
Tour provides a timely opportunity for U.S. and Korean lawmakers and other meeting partners to discuss and 
reflect on issues relating to: 
 

• Domestic Politics (National Assembly and Presidential) 

• Security (North Korea, U.S.-Japan-South Korea trilateral cooperation, cybersecurity), 

• Regional Relations (China, Russia, North Korea, Taiwan), 

• Trade and the Economy (IPEF, FDI, RCEP),  

• Global Challenges (wars in Europe and the Middle East), 

• Timely Topics (demographic change, climate/energy policy) 
 
Since our inaugural Study Tour in 2018, The Congressional Study Group on Korea has taken approximately 30 
Members of Congress to South Korea. We will continue our tradition of meeting with national and local 
govermnent officials, business and acaedemic leaders, students, cultural figures, and civil society members. 
Please find the itinerary of our most recent delegation enclosed for your reference. 
 
Business-class airfare, lodging, ground transportation, and scheduled meal costs will be paid for by FMC, a 
congressionally chartered, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, in partnership with The Korea Society. We have 
funding for six to eight Members and a limited number of spouses but please understand that no congressional 
staff/assistants are permitted to participate in this trip. While participants are allowed to arrive early or extend 
their visit at their own expense, they are expected to attend all official programs throughout the duration of the 
Study Tour. Participation is available on a first-come, first-served basis for a diverse, bipartisan delegation. This 
privately sponsored travel will be reported to the House Ethics Committee and is not part of the Mutual 
Educational and Cultural Exchange Act (MECEA). Please note that trip dates may be subject to change if 
deemed inopportune or unfeasible. 
 
We hope that you will join us for the continuation of this vital transpacific dialogue. Should you have any 
questions, please have your staff contact Ms. Olivia Truesdale, Program Officer, at 202-222-0976 
or otruesdale@usafmc.org. Thank you very much for your kind consideration. 
 
Best wishes,  

  

Peter M. Weichlein, Esq. 
Chief Executive Officer, FMC 

Sabine Schleidt 
Chief Operating Officer, FMC 
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