
















______________________________________ 
              1  Please be aware that the Committee’s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department’s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov. 

 

July 26, 2023 
 

 
The Honorable Don Bacon 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2104 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your and your spouse's proposed trip to the United Kingdom,1 scheduled for August 6 to 11, 
2023, sponsored by The Ripon Society and The Franklin Center for Global Policy Exchange.   
 

You must complete a Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form and file it, together 
with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the 
House within 15 days after your return from travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required 
to attach a copy of this letter and both the Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including 
attachments) you previously submitted to the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  
You must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 from a single source on the 
“Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement covering this calendar year.  
Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy of all request forms and 
supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent Congresses from the date 
of travel. 
 

Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 
that House Members may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts “of 
minimal value [currently $480] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use. 
 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Chairman 

Susan Wild, Pennsylvania 
Ranking Member 

 
David P. Joyce, Ohio 

John H. Rutherford, Florida 
Andrew R. Garbarino, New York 
Michelle Fischbach, Minnesota 

 
Veronica Escobar, Texas 

Mark DeSaulnier, California 
Deborah K. Ross, North Carolina 

Glenn F. Ivey, Maryland 
 

 
 
 
 
 

       ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 
  

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
Keelie Broom 

Counsel to the Chairman 
 

David Arrojo 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 
Facsimile: (202) 225–7392 



If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

           
        Michael Guest             Susan Wild    

                        Chairman                               Ranking Member 
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January 18, 2023 
 
Congressman Don Bacon 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2104 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Bacon: 
             
You and Angie are invited to participate in the TransAtlantic Capital to Capital Exchange policy 
conference that The Ripon Society and the Franklin Center are holding in London, England, August 7-
11, 2023.  We will depart from the U.S. on Sunday, August 6, to arrive in London on Monday, 
August 7, and return to Washington, DC on Friday, August 11.  
 
The purpose of this policy conference is to examine some of the key issues impacting the U.S.-U.K. 
relationship. One of our main topics will be trade, particularly as it relates to trade between the U.S. and 
U.K.  The conference will also feature panel discussions and keynote presentations on such topics as 
energy and climate change, global financial services, healthcare, technology and data policy, corporate 
tax policy, the future of NATO and the prospects for a free trade agreement between the U.S. and UK.  
 
The conference keynote addresses and panel discussions will feature Members of Congress, British 
government officials, diplomats from the region, and policy experts from both business and academia. 
As a leader in U.S. legislative policy and a longtime proponent of making sure the United States remains 
engaged around the world, we would be honored to have you participate in these policy discussions as 
well.   
 
You and Angie will receive non-refundable roundtrip business class airfare directly between your 
Congressional District and London, hotel accommodations, group meals and ground transportation.  The 
TransAtlantic Capital to Capital Exchange has been organized in accordance with all Ethics Committee 
guidelines.   
 
A final agenda for the policy conference will be provided to you in June.  You will be asked to be a 
speaker at one or more of the policy sessions.  While your contributions to all sessions would be of 
great interest, we will work with your office to identify the specific topic(s) where you can help lead 
the discussion as a speaker.   
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We will also visit the British Parliament among other historic sites in and around London. 
 
We have limited capacity and will take acceptances on a first come first served basis.  Kindly 
RSVP by February 1 but earlier if possible.   
 
If you accept this invitation, we will provide the necessary documents you must submit to the House 
Ethics Committee in June.  We can accommodate a 28-30 Member bipartisan delegation along with 
our other guests.  It is our sincere hope that you will be able to participate in this event.   
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (202) 216-1008 or 
jconzelman@riponsociety.org.  

 
                        Sincerely, 
 
  
 
                        Jim Conzelman 
 President and CEO 
 The Ripon Society and The Franklin Center 

 
 
Enclosures 
 
The Ripon Society is a not-for-profit corporation organized under the laws of the District of Columbia.  It is exempt from federal income 
taxation pursuant to section 501 (c) (4) of the Internal Revenue Code.  The Ripon Society does not make contributions or expenditures to 
influence elections.  In addition, The Ripon Society does not engage in other election activities, including voter registration, voter 
identification, get-out-the-vote activity, or generic campaign activity, collectively referred to as "federal election activity" in the Bipartisan 
Campaign Reform Act of 2002.  Donations from corporations, organizations or individuals are accepted.   
 
The Franklin Center for Global Policy Exchange (Franklin Center) is a non-partisan, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that was founded 
in 1978 and is committed to enhancing global understanding of important international issues.  The Franklin Center does not make 
contributions or expenditures to influence elections nor does it engage in any election or lobbying activities.   
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Attachment A 
 
 

Congressional Invitees 
The Honorable Don Bacon (R-NE) 
The Honorable Joyce Beatty (D-OH) 
The Honorable Stephanie Bice (R-OK) 
The Honorable Mike Bost (R-IL) 
The Honorable Larry Bucshon, M.D. (R-IN) 
The Honorable Mike Carey (R-OH) 
The Honorable Buddy Carter (R-GA) 
The Honorable Ed Case (D-HI) 
The Honorable Ron Estes (R-KS) 
The Honorable Randy Feenstra (R-IA) 
The Honorable Andrew Garbarino (R-NY) 
The Honorable Tony Gonzales (R-TX) 
The Honorable Bill Huizenga (R-MI) 
The Honorable Dusty Johnson (R-SD) 
The Honorable David Joyce (R-OH) 
The Honorable John Joyce, M.D. (R-PA) 
The Honorable Dan Kildee (D-MI) 
The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-IL) 
The Honorable Darin LaHood (R-IL) 
The Honorable John Larson (D-CT) 
The Honorable Frank Lucas (R-OK) 
The Honorable Blake Moore (R-UT) 
The Honorable Jay Obernolte (R-CA) 
The Honorable Jimmy Panetta (D-CA) 
The Honorable August Pfluger (R-TX) 
The Honorable Steve Scalise (R-LA) 
The Honorable Terri Sewell (D-AL) 
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Programmatic Elements 
The TransAtlantic Capital to Capital Exchange will be held in London and focus on “The Special Relationship” 
that exists between the United States and the United Kingdom, as well as the areas of current and future cooperation 
between our two great countries.  To achieve this goal, the conference will hold panel discussions, breakout 
sessions, and dinner discussions with U.S. Members of Congress and UK officials and leading members of industry 
focusing on 10 major policy areas: trade, taxation, energy security, financial services, defense and NATO, health 
care, China, immigration, artificial intelligence, and engagement with the Pacific and the EU.  
 
Panel Discussions, Breakout Sessions, and Dinner Discussions 
Throughout the conference, the Members of Congress will participate in panels and breakout sessions.  For the 
panels, the topics are chosen based on the Representative’s unique area of interest, committee assignments or 
expertise.  On each panel they will be joined by current UK government officials, former officials and other experts 
and industry leaders from the UK and the EU.  All Members of Congress will be in the audience during these panel 
discussions. 
 
For breakout sessions and dinner discussions, the Members of Congress will participate in small discussions about 
specific topics relevant to the U.S. and UK as well as their relations around the globe. 
 
 
Tuesday, August 8  
Panel 1 – Better Health Care and Pharmaceuticals at a Lower Cost 

• The Honorable Larry Bucshon, M.D. (R-IN) 
• The Honorable Buddy Carter (R-GA) 
• The Honorable John Joyce, M.D. (R-PA) 
• The Honorable Terri Sewell (D-AL) 

 
Panel 2 – The Future of U.S.-UK Defense Cooperation and NATO 

• The Honorable Don Bacon (R-NE) 
• The Honorable Ed Case (D-HI) 
• The Honorable Blake Moore (R-UT) 

 
Panel 3 – Global Financial Services 

• The Honorable Joyce Beatty (D-OH) 
• The Honorable Andrew Garbarino (R-NY) 
• The Honorable Bill Huizenga (R-MI) 
• The Honorable Frank Lucas (R-OK) 

 
Lunch with breakout sessions  
Each Member of Congress will participate in breakout session discussions on A.I. government policy 
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Wednesday, August 9  
Panel 4 – The Future of Trade for the U.S. and the UK 

• The Honorable Mike Bost (R-IL) 
• The Honorable Randy Feenstra (R-IA) 
• The Honorable Dan Kildee (D-MI) 
• The Honorable Terri Sewell (D-AL) 

 
Panel 5 – Corporate Taxation 

• The Honorable Ron Estes (R-KS) 
• The Honorable Darin LaHood (R-IL) 
• The Honorable John Larson (D-CT) 
• The Honorable Jimmy Panetta (D-CA) 

 
Panel 6 – Meeting the China Challenge 

• The Honorable Stephanie Bice (R-OK) 
• The Honorable Dusty Johnson (R-SD) 
• The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-IL) 
• The Honorable Darin LaHood (R-IL) 
• The Honorable Jay Obernolte (R-CA) 

 
Member of Congress-led dinner roundtable discussions 
Each Member of Congress will lead a small dinner discussion on the future of the U.S. and UK engagement in the 
Pacific. 
 
 
Thursday, August 10  
Panel 7 – Energy Security and Climate Change 

• The Honorable Mike Carey (R-OH) 
• The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-IL) 
• The Honorable August Pfluger (R-TX) 
• The Honorable Steve Scalise (R-LA) 

 
Panel 8 – Immigration, Border and Refugee Policy 

• The Honorable Tony Gonzales (R-TX) 
• The Honorable David Joyce (R-OH) 
• The Honorable Jimmy Panetta (D-CA) 

 
Panel 9 – Improving Bipartisanship in Congress 

• The Honorable Ed Case (D-HI) 
• The Honorable David Joyce (R-OH) 
• The Honorable Dusty Johnson (R-SD) 

 
Closing Dinner with Member of Congress-led roundtable discussions  
Each Member of Congress will lead a small dinner discussion on the future of the U.S. and UK engagement with 
the EU. 
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Preliminary Agenda – Subject to Change 
 
Sunday, August 6 
All day Flights depart U.S. for London 

 

 
Monday, August 7 
All day Flights arrive in London 

 
8:00 am-3:00 pm Registration and Check-in at hotel 

 
LUNCH ON OWN 
 

2:30 pm-3:00 pm Members of Congress only briefing at hotel 
 

3:15 pm-3:45 pm Members of Congress travel to the U.S. Embassy 
 

3:45 pm-3:55 pm Arrival and security screening at U.S. Embassy 
 

4:00 pm-5:00 pm Greeting and tour of U.S. Embassy 
 

5:00 pm-5:10 pm Conference welcoming remarks  
 

5:10 pm-6:00 pm In Country Briefing with U.S. Embassy staff 
 

6:00 pm-7:00 pm Reception at U.S. Embassy 
 

7:00 pm-7:20 pm Bus back to hotel 
  

7:20 pm-8:45 pm Dinner at hotel  
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Tuesday, August 8  
7:00 am-8:15 am Breakfast at hotel 

 
8:15 am-8:25 am Walk to panel session location 

 
8:30 am-9:45 am Panel 1 – Better Health Care and Pharmaceuticals at a Lower Cost 

Panel of U.S. Members of Congress and British Officials 
A panel discussion about what the U.S. and UK governments can do to 
ensure better patient care and health care outcomes while maintaining or 
lowering costs. The panel will also discuss how to continue advancement of 
the U.S. health care delivery system and that of the U.K.’s National Health 
Service (NHS). 

 
9:45 am-10:00 am Break 

 
10:00 am-10:45 am Panel 2 – The Future of U.S.-UK Defense Cooperation and NATO 

Panel of U.S. Members of Congress and British Officials 
A panel discussion about the bilateral engagement of the U.S. and the UK in 
defense, including in the Five Eyes intelligence alliance and the AUKUS 
trilateral security pact. The panel will also discuss the importance of the 
NATO alliance in combatting Russian aggression and maintaining order in 
the world. 

 
10:45 am-11:45 am Panel 3 – Global Financial Services 

Panel of U.S. Members of Congress and British Officials 
A panel discussion about the challenges and opportunities being faced by 
banking, insurance, and other financial services industries around the world.  
The panel will also discuss the future of London as a top global financial 
center. 

 
11:45 am-12:35 pm Lunch with breakout sessions on A.I. government policy  

Each U.S. Member of Congress will lead a small breakout discussion 
session on the given topic while eating lunch. 
 

12:35 pm-1:00 pm Bus to Palace of Westminster 
 

1:00 pm-3:00 pm Meeting and tour of House of Commons with Members of Parliament 
The U.S. Members of Congress will meet their counterparts from UK 
Parliament’s British-American Parliamentary Group (BAPG) to discuss 
issues of interest to the U.S.-UK relationship. 

 
3:00 pm-3:15 pm Members of Congress walk to 10 Downing Street 

 
3:15 pm-4:45 pm Meeting with British government officials at 10 Downing Street 

The U.S. Members of Congress will meet with senior UK government 
officials at 10 Downing Street, the official residence and office of the Prime 
Minister 

 
4:45 pm-5:30 pm Bus to Winfield House, the U.S. Ambassador’s residence, for reception and 

meeting 
 

5:30 pm-7:00 pm Meeting and Reception with U.S. Embassy officials  
 

7:00 pm-7:30 pm Return to hotel by bus 
 

7:30 pm-10:30 pm Light dinner and after dinner coffee at hotel 
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Wednesday, August 9  
7:00 am-8:45 am Breakfast at hotel 

 
8:45 am-9:00 am Walk to panel session location 

 
9:00 am-10:15 am Panel 4 – The Future of Trade for the U.S. and the UK 

Panel of U.S. Members of Congress and British Officials 
A panel discussion on the trade agendas of the U.S. and the UK and 
advancing their nation’s interests through engagement in pacts such as the 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(CPTPP).  The discussion will also focus on the bilateral partnership 
between our two nations, including the prospects of a free trade agreement, 
as well as an exploration of the unresolved issues holding up such a 
historic deal. 
 

10:15 am-10:30 am Break 
 

10:30 am-11:45 am Panel 5 – Corporate Taxation 
Panel of U.S. Members of Congress and British Officials 

A panel discussion about the OECD’s Pillar I and Pillar II proposals and 
corporate taxation in the United States and United Kingdom. 

 
11:45 am-1:00 pm Lunch with speaker on the Future of the UK on the Global Stage 

An esteemed thought leader will deliver their take on the role they see the 
UK playing in the world over the next decade. 
 

1:00 pm-2:15 pm Panel 6 – Meeting the China Challenge 
Panel of U.S. Members of Congress and British Officials 

A panel discussion on U.S. and UK efforts to confront the concerning 
economic actions of China while mitigating disruptions to supply chains 
and markets. The conversation will speak to the efforts of major 
corporations to potentially decouple or “de-risk” themselves from China, 
as well as the controversy of Chinese companies operating and investing in 
our two countries. Finally, the panel will explore future cooperation in this 
effort between the U.S. and UK and speak to the importance of bilateral 
and multilateral efforts to address the threats posed by China. 

 
2:15 pm-2:30 pm Return to hotel on foot 

 
6:30 pm-7:00 pm Bus to dinner 

 
7:00 pm-9:30 pm Member of Congress-led dinner roundtable discussions 

Each Member of Congress will lead a small dinner discussion on the future 
of the U.S. and UK engagement in the Pacific  

 
9:30 pm-10:00 pm Return to hotel by bus 

 
10:00 pm-12:00 am After dinner coffee at hotel 
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Thursday, August 10  
6:30 am-7:45 am Breakfast at hotel 

 
7:45 am-9:00 am Bus to Windsor  

 
9:00 am-9:30 am Meeting and flag presentation at Windsor Castle 

Remarks of appreciation regarding the Special Relationship and the 
presentation of a U.S. flag flow over the U.S. Capitol to officials from The 
Royal Family. 

 
9:30 am-11:30 am Tours of Windsor Castle and King George VI Memorial Chapel, and 

viewing of Changing of the Guard 
Historian led visit of Windsor Castle to explore the diplomatic power of 
the monarchy and its influence on the Special Relationship. The visit will 
focus on Queen Elizabeth II and her usage of Windsor Castle in official 
life, including her hosting President Reagan in 1982, President Bush in 
2008, President Obama in 2016, President Trump in 2018, and President 
Biden in 2021. The future role of the monarchy in UK foreign affairs will 
be explored throughout the visit to the historic castle. The Representatives 
will also visit King George VI Memorial Chapel to pay their respects at the 
final resting place of the former queen. 

 
11:30 am-11:45 am Walk to panel session location 

 
11:45 am-12:45 pm Panel 7 – Energy Security and Climate Change 

Panel of U.S. Members of Congress and British Officials 
A panel discussion about all aspects of the energy sector, including fossil 
fuels, renewables, and nuclear. The panel will also address the geopolitics 
of energy as countries search for friendlier and cost-effective places to 
source energy. Additionally, the panel will discuss the world’s changing 
climate and what, if any, actions should be undertaken by the private and 
public sectors to combat it, along with the role technological innovation 
plays in that endeavor. 

 
12:45 pm-1:45 pm Lunch with speaker on the Future of the UK on the Global Stage 

An esteemed thought leader will deliver their take on the role they see the 
UK playing in the world over the next decade. 

 
1:45 pm-2:30 pm Panel 8 – Immigration, Border and Refugee Policy 

Panel of U.S. Members of Congress and British Officials 
A panel discussion about the immigration and refugee policies of the U.S. 
and UK as they confront duel migrant crises from the south – the U.S. 
southern border crisis and asylum seekers in “small boats” crossing the 
English Channel. The panel will explore how to humanely alleviate these 
pressures and discuss what the two countries can learn from each other in 
resolving these difficult situations.  

 
2:30 pm-3:30 pm Panel 9 – Improving Bipartisanship in Congress 

Panel of U.S. Members of Congress and British Officials 
A discussion among leading House Republicans and Democrats about how 
consensus can be reached during a contentious period in U.S. politics. 

 
3:45 pm-5:00 pm Bus from Windsor back to hotel 
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(Thursday continued) 
 
5:00 pm-7:15 pm Prepare for dinner. Pack for next day departure 

 
7:15 pm-7:45 pm Bus to closing reception and dinner 

 
7:45 pm-8:30 pm Closing Reception  

 
8:30 pm-10:30 pm Closing Dinner with Member of Congress-led roundtable discussions   

Each Member of Congress will lead a small dinner discussion on the future 
of the U.S. and UK engagement with the EU. 
 

10:30 pm-10:45 pm Closing Remarks 
 

10:45 pm-11:15 pm Return to hotel by bus 
 

11:15 pm-1:00 am After dinner coffee at hotel 
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Friday, August 11 
7:00 am-9:00 am Breakfast at hotel 

 
All morning Flights depart London for U.S. 

 
 
 

Flight returns from London   Arrive in the US   
Rep. Don Bacon and spouse   8/11  12:25 pm   
Rep Joyce Beatty    8/11  12:30 pm 
Rep. Stephanie Bice and spouse  8/13 1:40 pm     
Rep. Mike Bost and spouse   8/11  11:50 am 
Rep. Larry Bucshon and spouse  8/11  8:05 pm        
Rep. Buddy Carter and spouse  8/11  6:20 pm 
Rep. Mike Carey and spouse   8/11  1:30 pm 
Rep. Ed Case and spouse   8/11  departing for another trip- other group is arranging and 
paying for their trip 
Rep. Ron Estes and spouse   8/10   4:50 pm    
Rep. Randy Feenstra and spouse  8/11  12:25 pm 
Rep. Andrew Garbarino    8/11 9:10 pm       
Rep. Tony Gonzales and spouse  8/11 2:50 pm 
Rep. Bill Huizenga and spouse  8/11  12:25 pm  
Rep. Dusty Johnson and spouse  8/11  1:45 pm 
Rep. David Joyce and spouse   8/11  1:24 pm 
Rep. John Joyce and sister   8/11  7:05 pm        
Rep. Dan Kildee and spouse   8/14  4:20 pm 
Rep Raja Krishnamoorthi and spouse  8/10  4:00 pm 
Rep. Darin LaHood and spouse  8/11  4:00 pm 
Rep. John Larson and spouse   8/11  11:15 am    
Rep Frank Lucas and spouse   8/11  4:05 pm   
Rep. Blake Moore and spouse  8/11 6:15 pm   
Rep. Obernolte and spouse   8/11 7:20 pm 
Rep. Panetta and spouse   8/11 2:30 pm 
Rep. Pfluger and spouse   8/13  1:40 pm 
Rep. Scalise and spouse   8/11  3:25 pm 
Rep. Terri Sewell     8/11 1:15 pm 
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