




TRAVELER FORM 

_ L Name of Traveler: Pete 
___;_.c.

Sessions 
---=.-=--=-..::..c....::..c....;:...-___________________________ _ 

2. Sponsor(s) who will be paying or providing in-kind support for the trip:
Turkish Cypriot Chamber of Commerce (TCCC)

3. City and State OR Foreign Country of Travel : _N_o_r_t_he_rn_Cy
..,_
p_r_u_s   ________________ _

4. a. Date of Departure: July 29th, 2023 Date of Return: August4, 2023 
b. Yes D No II] Will you be extending the trip at your personal expense?

If yes, list dates at personal expense: __________________________ _
5. a. Yes II] No D Will you be accompanied by a family member at the sponsor's expense? If yes:

(1) Name of Accompanying Family Member: _K_a_r_e_n_S_e_s_s_io_n_s _________________ _

(2) Relationship to Traveler: Ill Spouse D Child D Other (specify):
(3) Yes II] No D Accompanying Family Member is at least 18 years of age:

6. a. Yes D No II] Did the trip sponsor answer "Yes" to Question 8(c) on the Primary Trip Sponsor Form(i.e., travel is sponsored by an entity that employs a registered federal lobbyist or a foreign agent)? 
b. If yes, and you are requesting lodging for two nights, explain why the second night is warranted:

7. Yes II] No D Primary Trip Sponsor Form is attached, including agenda, invitee list, and any other attachmentsand Additional Sponsor Forms. 
NOTE: The agenda should show the traveler's individual schedule, including departure and arrival times and identify 
the specific events in which the traveler will be participating. 

8. Explain why participation in the trip is connected to the traveler's individual official or representational duties.Staff should include their job title and how the activities on the itinerary relate to their duties.This trip is directly related to Congressman Sessions' official duties as he is a member of the Turkey Caucus, andhe is working towards developing US-Turkish Cypriot relations. There is much work to be done between our 2nations, especially in regards to trade, security, and energy policy. The ability to engage and learn from top TurkishCypriot business leaders, senior officials, and academics will be an invaluable asset. Furthermore, CongressmanSessions will be visiting several cities in Northern Cyprus to glean further insight.
9. Yes D No II] Is the traveler aware of any registered federal lobbyists or foreign agents involved planning,organizing, requesting, or arranging the trip?
10. For staff travelers, to be completed by your employing Member:

ADVANCED AUTHORIZATION OF EMPLOYEE TRAVEL 

I hereby authorize the individual named above, an employee of the U.S. House of Representatives who works under my direct supervision, to accept expenses for the trip described in this request. I have determined that the above-described travel is in connection with my employee's official duties and that acceptance of these expenses will not create the appearance that the employee is using public office for private gain. 
Signature of Employing Member ---�.,._ _______________ _ Date_b/
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______________________________________ 

              1  Please be aware that the Committee’s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department’s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov. 

 

 

July 25, 2023 
 

 
The Honorable Pete Sessions 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2204 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your and your spouse's proposed trip to Cyprus and Turkey,1 scheduled for July 29 to August 4, 
2023, sponsored by Turkish Cypriot Chamber of Commerce.   
 

You must complete a Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form and file it, together 
with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the 
House within 15 days after your return from travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required 
to attach a copy of this letter and both the Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including 
attachments) you previously submitted to the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  
You must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $480 from a single source on the 
“Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement covering this calendar year.  
Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy of all request forms and 
supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent Congresses from the date 
of travel. 
 

Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 
that House Members may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts “of 
minimal value [currently $480] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use. 
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If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

           
        Michael Guest             Susan Wild    

                        Chairman                               Ranking Member 
 

MG/SW:emw 











Congressional visit to Northern Cyprus and Istanbul 
Organized by the Turkish Cypriot Chamber of Commerce 

(29 July – 4 August 2023) 
(Draft Itinerary for Congressman Pete Sessions) 

 

Saturday, July 29, 2023 

16:40    Departure from Washington DC 

 

Sunday, 30 July, 2023 

14:55   Arrive at Ercan Airport 

16:00   Depart Ercan Airport 

17:00    Check-in to the Hotel 

19:30    Dinner at the hotel 

 

Monday, July 31, 2023 

09:15   Depart from the hotel 

10:00 – 10:50  Meeting with Turkish Cypriot Chamber of Commerce (TCCC) 

(Welcoming by the President of the TCCC and a brief information about 
the activities of the TCCC) 

11:00 – 11:50  Meeting with President Ersin Tatar 

(Briefing by the President on the recent political developments on the 
Island of Cyprus) 

12:00 – 12:50  Meeting with Speaker of Parliament Zorlu Töre 

   (Exchange of views regarding the recent political developments) 

13:00 – 14:20  Lunch hosted by the TCCC 

15:30 - 16:20  Meeting with Prime Minister Ünal Üstel 

(Briefing by the Prime Minister regarding the current developments in 
Northern Cyprus) 

16:30 - 17:20  Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs Tahsin Ertuğruloğlu 

(Briefing by the Foreign Affairs Minister regarding the current 
developments in Northern Cyprus, on the island and in the region) 

17:30   Return to hotel 

18:30   Dinner at the hotel with TCCC representatives 

   (evaluation of contacts held throughout the day) 



 

Tuesday, August 1, 2023 

09:00   Depart from the hotel for Gazimağusa 

10:00   Visit to Mass Grave Memorials in Muratağa, Atlılar and Sandallar 

   (Memorial of the Turkish Cypriots who lost their lives in 1963) 

11:30 – 12: 20 Meeting with the President of the Eastern Mediterranean University 
(EMU) 

 (Briefing by the President of the University about the campus, student life 
and faculties) 

12:30 - 15:10  Lunch hosted by EMU 

15:30 - 16:30  Excursion in Gazimağusa (Othello castle- restored by United Nations  
                        facilitated Two-party Technical Committee on Cultural Heritage, Lala   
                        Mustafa Pasha Mosque)  

   (Visit to historic places) 

16:45 - 17:15  Break at Palm Beach Hotel 

17:30 – 18:15  Maraş/Varosha 

   (Observation of the developments in the region) 

18:30   Return to hotel 

19:30   Dinner at the hotel with TCCC representatives 

   (evaluation of contacts held throughout the day) 

 

Wednesday, August 2, 2023 

10:00   Departure from hotel to Lefkoşa 

11:00 – 12:30  Speaking engagement at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

   (Exchange of views regarding the experiences of the guests) 

13:00 – 14:40  Lunch with TCCC representatives 

15:00 - 15:40  Lefkoşa fact-finding excursion 

   (Visit to historic sites) 

16:00 – 17:15  Meeting with US Embassy officials  

  (Visit to be arranged in case requested by the  guests) 

17:30 – 18:40  Fact-finding excursion in Girne (Çıkarma Monument and Memorial, Girne            
            Castle) 

(Visit to historic sites) 



19:00     Depart for Bellapais Abbey   

19:30   Dinner at Kybele (Bellapais) with TCCC representatives  

   (evaluation of contacts held throughout the day) 

 

Thursday, August 3, 2023 

09:10   Depart for Istanbul  

12:00 – 12:45  Meeting with Turkish Cypriot Consul-General 

   (Briefing about the activities of the Consulate-General in Istanbul) 

13:00 - 15:00  Lunch hosted by Consul-General 

15:30   Check-in at the hotel 

17:30  - 18:30 Meeting with Istanbul Chamber of Commerce (ICOC) 

   (Briefing by the Commerce regarding their activities) 

18:30   Dinner hosted by ICOC 

   (Continuation of discussion on areas of mutual concern) 

 

Friday, August 4, 2023 

11:00   Departure from hotel to airport 

15:15   Departure from Istanbul to Washington DC 
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