
















Center Forward International Issues Conference
Mexico City, Mexico — July 5-July 9, 2022

Conference Agenda

Tuesday, July 5, 2022

5:15 pm Members and staff depart Dulles International Airport
United Airlines Flight 1566 | 5 h flight time

9:15 pm Members and staff arrive at Mexico City International Airport

10:15 pm After collecting your luggage and clearing customs, you will walk
into the Terminal 2 Arrival Hall. The driver will be waiting to greet
you with a card noting "Center Forward" at the barrier which you
will see immediately as you walk into the Arrivals Hall. After
everyone has gathered, the driver will depart the airport.

Depart Mexico City International Airport en route InterContinental
Presidente Hotel via shuttle (45 min.)

11:15 pm Check-in at the InterContinental Presidente Hotel, Mexico City
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Wednesday, July 6, 2022

BREAKFAST ON YOUR OWN
Continental breakfast available in Club Room from 6:30 am - 10:00 am

**Business Casual attire

9:00 am - 9:15 am Conference attendees meet in Ballroom A for conference
commencement with welcome remarks from Cori Kramer

9:15 am - 9:30 am Attendees participate in overview of Conference agenda and itinerary
lead by Cori Kramer and Riley Kilburg

This discussion will include a review of the coverage and outcomes of
ratifying the USMCA as well as a detailed introduction of pressing
issues related to the two countries’ economies. Topics will include
international trade, healthcare, immigration, manufacturing,
agriculture, and current events in Mexico. Delegation attendees will
also receive a briefing from the security team.

9:30 am - 10:30 am Briefing from the United States Embassy on the Political and Cultural
aspects of the U.S.-Mexico relationship

Hon. Ken Salazar, U.S. Ambassador to Mexico, U.S. Embassy in
Mexico

Representatives from the United States Embassy in Mexico will brief
Issues Conference participants on the history of the U.S.-Mexico
relationship, the values that bind the two, and the business
partnership the two countries have relied upon for decades.

10:30 am - 11:30 am Panel Remarks — Media Perspectives from Mexican News Outlets
InterContinental Presidente Hotel | Ballroom

- Ricardo Alday, Former Spokesperson, Mexican Embassy
- Juan Pablo de Leo, ADN40 and POLITICO.MX
- Ana María Salazar, El Financiero Bloomberg

The role and outlook of the media has shifted in the U.S. and globally
in recent years and covering politics and business in Mexico has been
impacted by significant social and cultural changes. On this panel,
journalists and reporters will share their perspectives on the
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trajectory of journalism in both countries and what it means for
elected leaders to be held accountable in turbulent political times.

11:30 am - 11:45 am Break

11:30 am - 12:00 pm Depart InterContinental Presidente Hotel driving en route to Palacio
de los Condes de San Mateo de Valparaíso (30 min.). While in transit,
attendees will be briefed on the importance of bilateral investment
between the United States and Mexico to strengthen both nation’s
economies.

11:50 am - 12:00 pm Attendees complete security and check-in process

12:00 pm - 1:30 pm Lunch Remarks — U.S.-Mexico Business Investment Outlook
Palacio de los Condes de San Mateo de Valparaíso | Venustiano
Carranza 60, Centro Histórico de la Ciudad de México, Cuauhtémoc,
06000, CDMX

- Manuel Romo, Mexico CEO, CitiBank Mexico
- Alberto Gomez Alcala, Chief Economist, CitiBank Mexico
- Approximately 30 Business Association Presidents and

American energy companies

CEOs and executives from some of Mexico's largest businesses will
share their thoughts and perspectives on challenges and
opportunities facing the two economies. Specifically, they will discuss
designing public policies and partnerships to create economic
growth, boost competitiveness, spark innovation, and generate
increased employment and higher wages.

1:30 pm - 2:00 pm Tour of the Palacio de los Condes de San Mateo de Valparaíso

1:45 pm - 2:15 pm Depart Palacio de los Condes de San Mateo de Valparaíso en route
Intercontinental Presidente (30 min.) There will be a 30 minute
briefing on highlighted Mexican history, particularly related to
diplomatic history with the United States in the modern era.

2:15 pm - 4:00 pm Break

5:00 pm - 6:30 pm Overview and tour of Mexican History at Museo Nacional de
Antropología followed by welcome reception

Remarks from Enrique Perret, Director, U.S.-Mexico Foundation
(USMF)
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Issues conference participants will tour the Museo Nacional de
Antropología to learn the history and culture of the Mexican people
followed by remarks by Enrique Perret. Enrique will speak to the
importance of promoting history and culture to inform a shared story
of migration, peace, and education. The U.S.-Mexico Foundation
(USMF) works every day to promote and support education,
leadership, and workforce development among Mexico and the
United States through philanthropic efforts. Recognizing the
inextricable link between Mexico and the United States, the
U.S.-Mexico Foundation partners with American businesses,
non-profits, and political leaders to develop channels of cooperation
and understanding.

6:30 pm - 7:00 pm Depart Museo Nacional de Antropología en route to RESTAURANT

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm Dinner — ROOM NAME | RESTAURANT

Building Economic Bridges to Promote Shared Opportunity

Conference attendees will be joined by Dr. Claudia Sheinbaum Pardo,
the current Mayor of Mexico City and Head of Government of
Mexico City. As a possible successor to the current President, Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador, Dr. Sheinbaum Pardo will share her vision
for prosperity and opportunity in her country and how Mexican and
American businesses, non-profits, and political leaders can work to
make these endeavors successful.

Dr. Claudia Sheinbaum Pardo, Mayor, Mexico City

Closing Remarks, Cori Kramer, Executive Director, Center Forward
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Thursday, July 7, 2022

BREAKFAST ON YOUR OWN
Continental breakfast available in Club Room from 6:30 am - 10:00 am

**Casual Attire for day.

9:00 am - 9:30 am Depart InterContinental Hotel en route Ibero University via shuttle
(30 mins) A brief overview of the latest security posture between the
United States and Mexico will be provided while in transit.
Universidad Iberoamericana de Mexico | Edificio Amarillo, Vasco de
Quiroga, Santa Fe, Zedec Sta Fé, Álvaro Obregón, 01219 Ciudad de
México, CDMX, Mexico

9:30 am - 9:45 am Welcome and Introduction from Fernando Guarro, President and
Managing Director of 3M México

9:45 am - 10:45 am Panel Discussion — State of Security in Mexico

Cartels and narco traffickers are largely what is depicted when crime
is discussed in the context of Mexico, but the average Mexican citizen
experiences crime and interacts with law enforcement in a much
different way. This panel will focus on the key components of criminal
violence and everyday crime in Mexico and how Mexicans cope with
this complex landscape.

- Natalia Garcia, Coordinator of International Affairs,
Secretaría de Seguridad Ciudadana

- Tim Kessler, Country Director, World Justice Project
- Ernesto Lopez Portillo, Director of the Security Program,

Ibero University
- Francisco Rivas, General Director of the National Citizen

Observatory of Security, Justice and Legality A.C. (ONC) and
member of National Security Council of Mexico

10:45 am - 11:00 am Meet and Greet with Center Forward participants and panelists

10:30 am - 11:15 am Tour of Universidad Iberoamericana de Mexico Security Complex

11:15 am - 11:45 pm Depart Ibero University driving en route Location TBD, (30 mins)
While in transit, attendees will be briefed on the background of Ken
Ramos Smith and his role in USMCA as well as the most pressing
current trade issues.
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11:45 am - 12:45 pm Lunch — Location TBD
Address | Address

Lunch Remarks — USMCA In Action

- Ken Ramos Smith, Partner, AGON

Several years following the passage and implementation of the
USMCA trade agreement, Ken Ramos Smith who led negotiations for
Mexico will provide an update on implementation efforts in Mexico
and how the agreement is impacting trade relations between the
United States and Mexico.

1:00 pm - 1:30 pm Depart Location en route Department of Foreign Affairs via shuttle
(30 min.)

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm Lunch Remarks — U.S.-Mexican Working Relations
Department of Foreign Affairs | Secretariat of Foreign Affairs

Marcelo Ebrard, Secretary of Foreign Affairs
Roberto Velasco-Alvarez Chief Officer for North America Secretary
of Foreign Affairs

Minister Ebrard, who serves as Secretary of Foreign Affairs will
share perspectives on the current status of relations between not only
the United States and Mexico, but the western hemisphere as well as
relationships in Asia and Europe. Secretary Ebrard will also discuss
with the delegation ways to promote joint economic growth and
continue to promote strong relations between the two nations.

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

3:30 pm - 5:30 pm Break

5:30 pm - 6:00 pm Depart InterContinental Presidente Hotel en route Location via
shuttle (30 min.)

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Remarks — Interactive Food Export and Mexican Agriculture
Products Discussion

Location TBD | Location Address TBD

Speakers TBD
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