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MEMBER/OFFICER POST-TRAVEL DISCLOSURE FORM   
This form is for disclosing the receipt of travel expenses from a private source for travel taken in connection with a 
Member or officer’s official duties. This form does not eliminate the need to report privately-funded travel on the Member 
or officer’s annual Financial Disclosure Statement. In accordance with House Rule 25, clause 5, you must complete this 
form and file it with the Clerk of the House,by email at gifttravelreports@mail.house.gov, within 15 days after travel is 
completed. Please do not file this form with the Committee on Ethics. 

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

1. Name of Traveler: _ ______________________________________________________________________________

2. a.  Name of Accompanying Relative: _____________________________________________________	 OR  None o
b. Relationship to Traveler: o Spouse  o Child  o Other (specify):____________________________________

3. a.  Dates:  Departure: _ _______________________________ 	 Return: _ __________________________________
b. Dates at Personal Expense, if any: _ ___________________________________________________	 OR  None o

4. Departure City: _______________________ 	 Destination: ___________________	Return City:__________________

5. Sponsor(s), Who Paid for the Trip: _ _________________________________________________________________

6. Describe Meetings and Events Attended (attach additional pages if necessary):

7. Attached to this form are each of the following, signify that each item is attached by checking the corresponding box:
a.	o	 a completed Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form;
b.	o	 _the Primary Trip Sponsor Form completed by the trip sponsor prior to the trip, including all attachments and

the Additional Sponsor Form(s);
c.	o	 page 2 of the completed Traveler Form submitted by the Member or officer; and
d.	o	 the letter from the Committee on Ethics approving my participation on this trip.

8. a.	o_   I represent that I participated in each of the activities reflected in the attached sponsor's agenda.
		  Signify statement is true by checking the box.

b. If not, explain:

I certify that the information contained in this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge. I have 
determined that all of the expenses on the attached Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form were necessary and that the travel 
was in connection with my duties as a Member or officer of the U.S. House of Representatives and would not create the 
appearance that I am using public office for private gain.  

Member / Officer Signature:_ _________________________________________________________________________ 	

Date:_________________________________ 	

o Original  o Amendment
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SPONSOR POST-TRAVEL DISCLOSURE FORM
This form must be completed by an officer of any organization that served as the primary trip sponsor in providing travel 
expenses or reimbursement for travel expenses to House Members, officers, or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. 
A completed copy of the form must be provided to each House Member, officer, or employee who participated on the 
trip within ten days of their return. You must answer all questions, and check all boxes, on this form for your submission 
to comply with House rules and the Committee’s travel regulations. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in 
the denial of future requests to sponsor trips and/or subject the current traveler to disciplinary action or a requirement to 
repay the trip expenses.  
NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

1.	 Sponsor(s) who paid for the trip: ____________________________________________________________________

2.	 Travel Destination(s): _____________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Date of Departure: ______________________________ 	Date of Return: ____________________________________

4.	 Name(s) of Traveler(s): ____________________________________________________________________________
	 Note: You may list more than one traveler on a form only if all information is identical for each person listed.		
5.	 Actual amount of expenses paid on behalf of, or reimbursed to, each individual named in Question 4:

Total Transportation 
Expenses

Total Lodging 
Expenses

Total Meal  
Expenses

Total Other Expenses 
(dollar amount per item  
and description)

Traveler

Accompanying 
Family Member

6.	 o All expenses connected to the trip were for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump sum payment.  
	 Signify statement is true by checking box.

I certify that the information contained in this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature:_ _______________________________________________________   Date:___________________________

Name:_ __________________________________________________________   Title:___________________________

Organization:_ ____________________________________________________________________________________

o I am an officer of the above-named organization. Signify statement is true by checking box.

Address:	_________________________________________________________________________________________

Email:_ ______________________________________________________  Telephone:___________________________

Committee staff may contact the above-named individual if additional information is required.
If you have questions regarding your completion of this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103.

o Original  o Amendment





PRIMARY TRIP SPONSOR FORM
This form should be completed by private entities offering to provide travel or reimbursement for travel to House Members, 
officers, or employees under House Rule 25, clause 5. A completed copy of the form (and any attachments) should be 
provided to each invited House Member, officer, or employee, who will then forward it to the Committee together with a 
Traveler Form at least 30 days before the start date of the trip. The trip sponsor should NOT submit the form directly to the 
Committee. The Committee website (ethics.house.gov) provides detailed instructions for filling out the form.
NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 
Failure to comply with the Committee’s Travel Regulations may also lead to the denial of permission to sponsor future trips.
1. Sponsor who will be paying for the trip:

2. o I represent that the trip will not be financed, in whole or in part, by a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent.
Signify that the statement is true by checking box.

3. Check only one. I represent that:
a.	o  The primary trip sponsor has not accepted from any other source, funds intended directly or indirectly to

finance any aspect of the trip:  OR
b.	o  The trip is arranged without regard to congressional participation and the primary trip sponsor has accepted

funds _only from entities that will receive a tangible benefit in exchange for those funds:  OR
c.	o  The primary trip sponsor has accepted funds from other source(s) intended directly or indirectly to finance all

or part of this trip and has enclosed disclosure forms from each of those entities. 
If “c” is checked, list the names of the additional sponsors:

4. Provide names and titles of ALL House Members and employees you are inviting. For each House invitee, provide
an explanation of why the individual was invited (include additional pages if necessary):

5. Yes  o  No  o   Is travel being offered to an accompanying family member of the House invitee(s)?
6. Date of departure: _______________________________  Date of return: _ ___________________________________
7. a.	City of departure: _ ____________________________________________________________________________

b. Destination(s): ________________________________________________________________________________
c. City of return: _ _______________________________________________________________________________

8. Check only one. I represent that:
a.	o  The sponsor of the trip is an institution of higher education within the meaning of section 101 of the Higher

Education Act of 1965:  OR
b.	o  The sponsor of the trip does not retain or employ a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent:  OR
c.	o  The sponsor employs or retains a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent, but the trip is for attendance at a _

one-day event and lobbyist / foreign agent involvement in planning, organizing, requesting, or arranging the 
trip was de minimis under the Committee’s travel regulations.

9. Check only one of the following:
a.	o  I checked 8(a) or (b) above;  OR
b.	o  I checked 8(c) above but am not offering any lodging;  OR
c.	o  I checked 8(c) above and am offering lodging and meals for one night;  OR
d.	o  I checked 8(c) above and am offering lodging and meals for two nights. If you checked this box, explain why

the second night of lodging is warranted:
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10.	o  Attached is a detailed agenda of the activities House invitees will be participating in during the travel (i.e., an 		
		  hourly description of planned activities for trip invitees). Indicate agenda is attached by checking box.
11.	 Check only one of the following:
	 a.	o  I represent that a registered federal lobbyist or foreign agent will not accompany House Members or employees 
	 on any segment of the trip. Signify that the statement is true by checking box;  OR
	 b.	o  Not Applicable. Trip sponsor is a U.S. institution of higher education.
12.	 For each sponsor required to submit a sponsor form, describe the sponsor’s interest in the subject matter of the 
	 trip and its role in organizing and/or conducting the trip:
	

13.	 Answer parts a and b. Answer part c if necessary:
	 a.	Mode of travel:  Air  o  Rail  o  Bus  o  Car  o  Other  o  (specify:_______________________________ )
	 b.	Class of travel:  Coach  o  Business  o  First  o  Charter  o  Other  o  (specify:_____________________ )
	 c.	 If travel will be first class, or by chartered or private aircraft, explain why such travel is warranted:	
		
	

14.	 o  I represent that the expenditures related to local area travel during the trip will be unrelated to personal or 		
		  recreational activities of the invitee(s). Signify that the statement is true by checking the box.
15.	 Check only one. I represent that either:
	 a.	o  The trip involves an event that is arranged or organized without regard to congressional participation and that  
		  meals provided to congressional participants are similar to those provided to or purchased by other
		  event attendees;  OR
	 b.	o  The trip involves events that are arranged specifically with regard to congressional participation.
		  If “b” is checked:
		  1)	 Detail the cost per day of meals (approximate cost may be provided):

		  2)	 Provide the reason for selecting the location of the event or trip:

16.	 Name, nightly cost, and reasons for selecting each hotel or other lodging facility:
	 Hotel Name: _____________________________ 	City: _______________________ 	 Cost Per Night:_ ____________
	 Reason(s) for Selecting:____________________________________________________________________________ 	
	 Hotel Name: _____________________________ 	City: _______________________ 	 Cost Per Night:_ ____________
	 Reason(s) for Selecting:____________________________________________________________________________
	 Hotel Name: _____________________________ 	City: _______________________ 	 Cost Per Night:_ ____________
	 Reason(s) for Selecting:____________________________________________________________________________
17.	 o  I represent that all expenses connected to the trip will be for actual costs incurred and not a per diem or lump sum 	
		  payment. Signify that the statement is true by checking the box.



18. Total Expenses for each Participant:

o Actual Amounts
o Good Faith Estimates

Total Transportation 
Expenses per Participant

Total Lodging Expenses 
per Participant

Total Meal Expenses 
per Participant

For each Member,  
Officer, or Employee

For each Accompanying 
Family Member

Other Expenses 
(dollar amount per item)

Identify Specific Nature of “Other” Expenses 
(e.g., taxi, parking, registration fee, etc.) 

For each Member,  
Officer, or Employee

For each Accompanying 
Family Member

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001.
19. Check only one:

a.	o  I certify that I am an officer of the organization listed below; OR
b.	o  Not Applicable. Trip sponsor is an individual or a U.S. institution of higher education.

20. I certify by my signature that
a. I read and understand the Committee’s Travel Regulations;
b. I am not a registered federal lobbyist or registered foreign agent; and
c. The information on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature:_ _______________________________________________________ Date: ___________________________

Name:_ __________________________________________________________ Title: ___________________________

Organization:_ ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address:	_________________________________________________________________________________________

Email:_ ______________________________________________________Telephone: ___________________________

INSTRUCTIONS
Complete the Primary Trip Sponsor Form and submit the agenda, invitation list, any attachments, and any Additional Trip 
Sponsor Forms directly to the Travelers. 

Written approval from the Committee on Ethics is required before traveling on this trip. The Committee on Ethics will 
notify the House invitees directly and will not notify the trip sponsors.

Willful or knowing misrepresentation on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution under 18 U.S.C. § 1001.  
Signatures must comply with section 104(bb) of the Travel Regulations.

For questions, please contact the Committee on Ethics at:
1015 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515

ethicscommittee@mail.house.gov   |   202-225-7103 
More information and forms available at ethics.house.gov



______________________________________ 
              1  Please be aware that the Committee’s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department’s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov. 

 

 
May 24, 2022 

 
 
The Honorable Lisa Blunt Rochester 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1724 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your proposed trip to Switzerland,1 scheduled for May 30 to June 5, 2022, sponsored by Aspen 
Institute, Inc., Democracy Fund, Henry Luce Foundation, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, and 
Carnegie Corporation of New York.   
 

You must complete a Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form and file it, together 
with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the 
House within 15 days after your return from travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required 
to attach a copy of this letter and both the Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including 
attachments) you previously submitted to the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  
You must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $415 from a single source on the 
“Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement covering this calendar year.  
Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy of all request forms and 
supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent Congresses from the date 
of travel.     
 

Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 
that House Members may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts “of 
minimal value [currently $415] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use. 
 

Theodore E. Deutch, Florida 
Chairman 

Jackie Walorski, Indiana 
Ranking Member 

 
Susan Wild, Pennsylvania 
Dean Phillips, Minnesota 
Veronica Escobar, Texas 

Mondaire Jones, New York 
 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Dave Joyce, Ohio 

John H. Rutherford, Florida 
Kelly Armstrong, North Dakota 

 

 
 
 
 
 

       ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 
  

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 
David W. Arrojo 

Counsel to the Chairman 
 

Kelle A. Strickland 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 
Telephone: (202) 225–7103 
Facsimile: (202) 225–7392 



If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

           
                       Theodore E. Deutch          Jackie Walorski 

      Chairman                     Ranking Member 
 

TED/JW:rp 
  



THE WORLD ON FIRE:  
PUTIN’S WAR IN UKRAINE, THE PANDEMIC, & U.S. INTERESTS  

The Aspen Institute Congressional Program 
May 30-June 5, 2022 
Geneva, Switzerland 

 

CONFERENCE AGENDA 
 

 

MONDAY, MAY 30 

Members of Congress depart the U.S.  

Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester departs Newark at 5:30 pm on United 956. 

TUESDAY, MAY 31  

Arrive in Geneva 

Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester arrives in Geneva at 7:30 am. 

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Working Dinner 

Seating is arranged to expose participants to a diverse range of views 

and provide the opportunity for a meaningful exchange of ideas. 

Scholars and lawmakers are rotated daily. Discussion will focus on 

the war in Ukraine, the pandemic and U.S. interests. 

 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1 

7:00 AM – 8:55 AM Breakfast  

 

9:00 AM – 9:15 AM 

Introduction 

INTRODUCTION AND FRAMEWORK OF THE CONFERENCE 

This conference is organized into roundtable conversations, a 

luncheon and pre-dinner remarks. This segment will highlight how the 

conference will be conducted, how those with questions will be 

recognized, and how responses will be timed to allow for as much 

engagement as possible.  

 
Charlie Dent, Executive Director,  

Aspen Institute Congressional Program 
 



 

9:15 AM – 10:30 AM 

Roundtable Discussion 

THE U.S. ROLE IN A NEW WORLD ORDER  

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, on the heels of two years of the global 

pandemic, poses the greatest test for American statecraft since the 

end of the Cold War. The U.S. and its European allies and partners 

have demonstrated unity in opposition to Russia’s aggression, yet 

multilateral institutions have failed to prevent this catastrophic 

conflict, and Russia’s illegal use of force may presage a more violent 

global future. At the same time, the ongoing pandemic reminds that 

multilateral approaches are essential to confront threats that cannot 

be contained within territorial boundaries.  What is the role of U.S. 

diplomatic leadership—including the traps and delusions the United 

States must avoid— in the context of current crises?   

• What are positive and negative lessons we can draw on from 

similar transformational moments in history?  

• How can the U.S. sort out unilateral versus multilateral interests 

in Europe? 
• What are the dividing lines between conflict and cooperation on 

major policy objectives between the U.S., Russia, China, and 
Europe? 

• What is the connection between U.S. global leadership and our 

domestic priorities? 

• Are the State Department and foreign service adequately 
resourced for these challenges?  

Baroness Catherine Ashton, former EU High 

Representative for Foreign Affairs;  

Distinguished Fellow, Woodrow Wilson Center   

10:30-10:45 AM Break 

 

10:45 AM – Noon 

Roundtable Discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roundtable Discussion Continues 

 



 

Noon – 2:00 PM 

Luncheon Discussion 

COPING WITH THE NEXT PANDEMIC 

With new variants of the COVID-19 virus emerging, continuing strains 

on public health infrastructure and economies underscore the need 

for prevention as well as resilience. The Director-General of the 

world’s premier intergovernmental health organization will offer his 

vision of the steps that countries and the international community can 

take today to move from responding to the current crisis to preparing 

for the next one. 

Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus, Director-General,  

World Health Organization 

 

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

Individual Discussions 

Members of Congress and scholars meet individually to discuss policy 

topics raised during the conference. Scholars available to meet 

individually with members of Congress for in-depth discussion of 

ideas raised in the discussion sessions including Catherine Ashton, 

Andrew Michta, Oksana Antonenko, Vasyl Filipchuk, Thomas 

Greminger, Reinhard Krumm, Sabine Fischer, Ekaterina Schulmann, 

Alexander Gabuev, Kadri Liik, Olga Oliker, Pavel Podvig, Matt 

Rojansky, and Max Trudolubov.  

6:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

Pre-dinner Remarks 

THE ROLE OF VACCINES IN GLOBAL HEALTH 

Gavi, founded in 2000, now vaccinates almost half of the world’s 

children. Through COVAX, it has delivered 1.4 billion doses of covid 

vaccinations in 92 lower income countries. This volume allowed it to 

negotiate affordable prices and to remove the commercial risks that 

previously kept manufacturers from serving these poorer countries. 

The cost of fully immunizing a child with all 11 WHO-recommended 

childhood vaccines now costs about $28 in Gavi-supported countries, 

compared to approximately $1,200 in the U.S. The leader of this 

unique multilateral institution will explain its role and function in 

achieving global immunization goals. 

 

Dr. Seth Berkley, CEO, Gavi,  
The Vaccine Alliance, Geneva  

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Working Dinner 

Seating is arranged to expose participants to a diverse range of views 

and provide the opportunity for a meaningful exchange of ideas. 

Scholars and lawmakers are rotated daily. Discussion will focus on the 

war in Ukraine and steps necessary to prevent the next pandemic. 



 

THURSDAY, JUNE 2: 

7:00 AM – 8:55 AM Breakfast  

 

9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

Roundtable Discussion 

EUROPE’S ROLE IN CRISIS MANAGEMENT 

Cooperation between Washington and U.S. allies and partners in 

Europe has in some respects never been closer, from unity in 

opposition to Russia’s war in Ukraine and a reinvigoration of the 

NATO alliance, to the U.S. role in lessening Europe’s dependence 

on Russian energy sources and coordinated support for the 

massive influx of Ukrainian refugees. All this unfolds while the 

transatlantic community continues to address the ongoing COVID-

19 pandemic. Both U.S. and European leaders have called for 

renewed attention and creative thinking about transatlantic 

relations in view of the rise of new threats, new technologies and 

new global power players. 

• What is the state of transatlantic relations today? Have the 

rifts on display over recent years been mended? 

• Are the institutions built to manage U.S.-European ties over 

half a century ago adequate to address current challenges? 

• How have the U.S. and Europe coped with shared political 

challenges like rising populism and inequality?  

Oksana Antonenko, Director, Control Risks, London 

 
Thomas Greminger, former Secretary General, OSCE;  

Director, Geneva Center for Security Policy  

 

11:00 AM-11:15 AM Break 

 

11:15 AM – 1:00 PM 

Roundtable Discussion 

EURO-ATLANTIC SECURITY CHALLENGES 

In the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and with rising 

concerns about escalation, including the risk of WMD use by 

Russia, NATO appears to have a clear mission and more unity than 

ever. Yet the war in Ukraine might easily be the beginning of an 

era of more, not less, use of force in Europe, while the demise of 

key Cold War era security treaties such as the INF and Open Skies 

agreements signal a clear decline in the broader landscape of 



strategic stability. The Euro-Atlantic region faces growing threats 

from private and state-sponsored cyber criminals and from 

homegrown terrorists and spillover from conflict regions around 

the world. While some regional states view China as a vital partner 

for economic development and strategic balancing, others see 

Beijing as a major looming threat. 

• What are the principal threats to security in the Euro-

Atlantic region today? 

• What should be the roles of non-European powers, 

including the United States and China, in European 

security? 

• Is there a place to include Russia in Euro-Atlantic 

cooperative security, or is the future inevitably more about 

collective defense against threats from Moscow? 

Vasyl Filipchuk, Senior Advisor,  

International Center for Policy Studies, Kyiv 

Andrew Michta, Dean, George Marshall European 

 Center for Security Studies, Garmisch  

 

 

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

Working Lunch 

 

Discussion continues between members of Congress and scholars 

on the challenges for U.S. policy in the context of Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine 

 

 

2:30 PM – 5:30 PM 

Educational Site Visit  

 

SITE VISIT TO WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION HEADQUARTERS 

The World Health Organization, founded in 1948 and 

headquartered in Geneva, is coordinating the international efforts 

against COVID-19.  Approximately 15 million people—including 

nearly one million Americans—have died from COVID-19 and 

globally over 10,000 a day are still dying from it. There remain 

vast disparities in vaccination rates between the developed and 

undeveloped world. The U.S. provides 15% of WHO’s budget. The 

previous administration proposed that the U.S. withdraw from the 

WHO, a plan that was reversed by the current administration. The 

U.S. spent $3.5 billion for distribution of vaccines in the 

undeveloped world, yet it remains a challenge to get the vaccine 

from airports into arms. Senior WHO scientists will explain the 



status of efforts to end the global pandemic, how to best be 

prepared for future outbreaks, what lessons have been learned, 

and when, if ever, will the virus be vanquished.  

Hanan Balkhy, Assistant General,  

Antimicrobial Resistance, WHO   

Sylvie Briand, Director, Epidemic and Pandemic 

Preparedness and Prevention, WHO   

Meg Doherty, Director, Department of Global HIV, 

Hepatitis and Sexually Transmitted Infections, WHO   

Ibrahima Socé Fall, Assistant Director General for 

Emergency Response, WHO 

Maria Van Kerkhove, Technical Lead,  

COVID-19 Response, WHO 

Rosamund Lewis, Technical Lead,  

Monkeypox and Smallpox, WHO 

Alaf Musani, Director, Emergency  

Health Interventions, WHO   

Soumya Swaminathan, Chief Scientist, WHO   

Stewart Simonson, Assistant Director-General, WHO   

 

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Working Dinner 

Seating is arranged to expose participants to a diverse range of 

views and provide the opportunity for a meaningful exchange of 

ideas. Scholars and lawmakers are rotated daily. Discussion will 

focus on the war in Ukraine and steps necessary to prevent the 

next pandemic. 

 

FRIDAY, JUNE 3:   

7:00 AM – 8:55 AM Breakfast  

 

9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

Roundtable Discussion 

THE WORLD AS SEEN FROM MOSCOW 

In the years before his 2022 invasion of Ukraine, Vladimir Putin 

tightened his grip on power in Russia, and could easily remain in 

control through 2036 and perhaps even beyond. Yet as Putin 

cracks down on internal and external challenges to his power, he 

has stretched his economy and military to an extreme degree, and 



relies increasingly on elements within the Russian state that view 

the world in zero sum terms. Moscow now finds itself subject to 

unrelenting Western sanctions pressure and risks increasing 

dependency on China and other authoritarian partners as a result. 

The Kremlin therefore faces enormous external challenges plus 

those of its own making, while continuing to rely on a resource 

extraction economic model and international relationships that may 

not stand the test of time. 

• What are the economic realities facing the Kremlin and can 

Russia grow its way out of the overlapping challenges of 

COVID-19, conflict with the West, and over-dependency on 

energy exports? 

• Is Russia committed to seeking strategic alignment with 

China for the long term? 

• Have Moscow’s atrocities in Ukraine irreversibly split it from 

the West? 

• What does Russia’s future portend?  

• How is Putin likely to approach preserving his own power 

and the system he has built in Russia? 

Sabine Fischer, German Institute for  

 International and Security Affairs, Berlin  

Ekaterina Schulmann, Richard von Weizsäcker Fellow, 

The Bosch Foundation, Berlin 

 Max Trudolubov, Editor at Large, Meduza, Vilnius 

 

11:00 AM -11:15 AM Break 

 

 

11:15 AM – 1:00 PM 

Roundtable Discussion 

RUSSIA’S FOREIGN POLICY: SPOILER, GREAT POWER, OR 

SOMETHING ELSE? 

Vladimir Putin talks about “multipolarity,” and rejects what he 

describes as Washington’s attempts to “impose its will” on other 

powers. At the same time, the Kremlin insists that other states, 

especially in its former Soviet “near abroad” must take its interests 

and preferences into account, often deploying political, economic 

and even military leverage to secure outcomes. Ukraine is just the 

most recent example of this. Russia has also sought to project 

power from the Middle East to Latin America, giving rise to the 



perception of Moscow as a “spoiler” in regions and on issues of 

importance to the United States. In recent years, Russia’s direct 

interference in U.S. and other Western democratic politics has 

provoked even more acute enmity, even recalling the Cold War era 

conflict between two rival political and economic systems. 

• What goals and interests drive Russian foreign policy in 

former Soviet regions and in the wider international 

context? 

• Should Moscow and Beijing be seen as de facto allies? 

• Does the Cold War offer lessons for managing today’s 

competition in regional security, information, and 

cyberspace? 

• Can Washington and Moscow cooperate in managing 

regional hotspots such as Syria, Libya, Iran and North 

Korea? 

• Do Russia and the West have common interests on cross-

cutting global issues, for example, in countering the 

pandemic and terrorism? 

Alexander Gabuev, Senior Fellow, Carnegie  

Endowment for International Peace 

Kadri Liik, Senior Policy Fellow, European  

Council on Foreign Relations, Berlin  

Pavel Podvig, Senior Researcher, WMD Program  

UN Institute for Disarmament Research, Geneva 
 

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

Working Lunch 

 

Discussion continues between members of Congress and scholars 

on the challenges for U.S. policy in the context of Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine 

 

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

Individual Discussions 

Members of Congress and scholars meet individually to discuss 

policy topics raised during the conference. Scholars available to 

meet individually with members of Congress for in-depth 

discussion of ideas raised in the discussion sessions including 

Catherine Ashton, Andrew Michta, Oksana Antonenko, Vasyl 

Filipchuk, Thomas Greminger, Reinhard Krumm, Sabine Fischer, 

Ekaterina Schulmann, Alexander Gabuev, Kadri Liik, Olga Oliker, 

Pavel Podvig, Matt Rojansky, and Max Trudolubov.  

 



6:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

Pre-dinner Remarks 

UKRAINE’S PERSPECTIVE 

Ukraine has experienced immeasurable suffering and damage from 

Putin’s unprovoked and illegal invasion. This aggression has unified 

Europe and the U.S. to confront Russia and led to the imposition of 

crippling economic sanctions against Russia, substantial military 

assistance to Ukraine, millions of Ukrainian refugees fleeing its 

borders, and great uncertainty about the country’s future. 

Ukraine’s ambassador to Switzerland will provide a Ukrainian 

perspective on the current strife. 

Oleksandr Chalyi, former Deputy Ukrainian  

Foreign Minister, Kyiv 

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Working Dinner 

Seating is arranged to expose participants to a diverse range of 

views and provide the opportunity for a meaningful exchange of 

ideas. Scholars and lawmakers are rotated daily. Discussion will 

focus on the war in Ukraine and steps necessary to prevent the 

next pandemic. 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4:   

7:00 AM – 8:55 AM Breakfast, concurrent with COVID-19 testing required for return 

flights to the U.S. 

 

9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

Roundtable Discussion 

U.S. POLICY IN AN UNPREDICTABLE WORLD   

Putin’s war in Ukraine has thrown Europe into the most tense 

security crisis for decades with the world’s two nuclear superpowers 

edging closer toward uncertain territory ahead.  The destruction, 

devastation, and immense human suffering and will pose 

substantial reconstruction challenges ahead.  Europe faces huge 

challenges to cope with assisting the influx of millions of Ukrainian 

refugees. The return of a polarized world and the questionable role 

of China either as a facilitator or arbiter of an off-ramp remains to 

be seen.  The economic pressures inside Russia are substantial, and 

Europe is challenged to stop financing Russia’s war by weaning 

itself from Russia’s energy.  The U.S. is seen as the key global 

player, but how it can best help remedy the situation is uncertain.    

• Is the Ukraine crisis creating a new world order of 

democracies versus autocracies? 

• Are economic sanctions an effective tool to achieve foreign 

policy goals? 



• Are multilateral institutions such as NATO and the UN 

adequately equipped to address these challenges? 

• To what degree is this a pivot point in U.S.-Russia relations? 

• How real is the threat of nuclear war and what steps can be 

taken to avert it? 

• Is globalization still a workable concept?  Can and should 

the U.S. continue to trade with political adversaries? 

• What are the implications for U.S.-China relations? 

• Will energy security take on a greater role in foreign policy? 

 
Matt Rojansky, CEO, U.S.-Russia Foundation 

 

11:00 AM -11:15 AM Break 

 

11:15 AM – 1:00 PM 

Roundtable Discussion 

POLICY REFLECTIONS 

This time is set aside for Members of Congress to reflect on what 

they have learned during the conference and discuss their views on 

implications for U.S. policy. 

 

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

Working Lunch 

 

Discussion continues between Members of Congress and scholars 

on the challenges for U.S. policy in an unpredictable world. 

 

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

Individual Discussions 

Members of Congress and scholars meet individually to discuss 

policy topics raised during the conference. Scholars available to 

meet individually with members of Congress for in-depth discussion 

of ideas raised in the discussion sessions including Catherine 

Ashton, Andrew Michta, Oksana Antonenko, Vasyl Filipchuk, 

Thomas Greminger, Reinhard Krumm, Sabine Fischer, Ekaterina 

Schulmann, Alexander Gabuev, Kadri Liik, Olga Oliker, Pavel Podvig, 

Matt Rojansky, and Max Trudolubov.  

6:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

Working Dinner 

Seating is arranged to expose participants to a diverse range of 

views and provide the opportunity for a meaningful exchange of 

ideas. Scholars and lawmakers are rotated daily. Discussion will 

focus on the war in Ukraine and steps necessary to prevent the 

next pandemic. 

 

 



SUNDAY, JUNE 5:   

Members of Congress depart from Geneva, arrive back in the U.S. 

Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester departs Geneva at 9:20 am on United 957 and arrives in Newark at 

12:10 pm. 
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