




TRAVELER FORM
1. Name of Traveler:  _______________________________________________________________________________

2. Sponsor(s) who will be paying for the trip:  ____________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. City and State OR Foreign Country of Travel :  _________________________________________________________

4. a. Date of Departure:  ____________________________ Date of Return:  _________________________________

 b. Will you be extending the trip at your personal expense? o Yes o No

 If yes, list dates at personal expense:  ______________________________________________________________

5. a. Will you be accompanied by a family member at the sponsor’s expense? o Yes o No If yes:

 (1) Name of Accompanying Family Member:  _______________________________________________________

 (2) Relationship to Traveler: o Spouse o Child o Other (specify):  _______________________________

 (3) Accompanying Family Member is at least 18 years of age: o Yes o No

6. a. Did the trip sponsor answer “Yes” to Question 8(c) on the Primary Trip Sponsor Form (i.e., travel is sponsored by an   
 entity that employs a registered federal lobbyist or a foreign agent)? o Yes o No
 b. If yes, and you are requesting lodging for two nights, explain why the second night is warranted:

  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Primary Trip Sponsor Form is attached, including agenda, invitee list, and any other attachments and contributing   
 sponsor forms: o Yes o No
 NOTE: The agenda should show the traveler’s individual schedule, including departure and arrival times and identify the specific events in   
 which the traveler will be participating.

8. Explain why participation in the trip is connected to the traveler’s individual official or representational duties. Staff    
 should include their job title and how the activities on the itinerary relate to their duties. 

  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Is the traveler aware of any registered federal lobbyists or foreign agents involved planning, organizing,    
 requesting, or arranging the trip? o Yes o No
10. For staff travelers, to be completed by your employing Member:

ADVANCED AUTHORIZATION OF EMPLOYEE TRAVEL
I hereby authorize the individual named above, an employee of the U.S. House of Representatives who works under my 
direct supervision, to accept expenses for the trip described in this request. I have determined that the above-described 
travel is in connection with my employee’s official duties and that acceptance of these expenses will not create the 
appearance that the employee is using public office for private gain.

Signature of Employing Member ____________________________________________  Date ___________________



TRAVELER FORM
This form should be completed by House Members, officers, or employees seeking Committee approval of privately-
sponsored travel or reimbursement for travel under House Rule 25, clause 5. The completed form should be submitted 
directly to the Committee by each invited House Member, officer, or employee, together with the completed and signed 
trip sponsor form(s) and any attachments. A copy of this form, minus this initial page, will be made available for public 
inspection. This form, and any attachments, may be faxed to the Committee at 202-225-7392, sent or delivered to the 
Committee at 1015 Longworth, or e-mailed to travel.requests@mail.house.gov.

Your completed request must be submitted to the Committee no less than 30 days before your proposed departure 
date. Absent exceptional circumstances, permission will not be granted for requests received less than 30 days before the 
trip commences. You must receive explicit approval from the Committee before you depart on this trip.

Name of Traveler:  __________________________________________________________________________________

NOTE: Willful or knowing misrepresentations on this form may be subject to criminal prosecution pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

I certify that the information contained on both pages of this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of 
my knowledge.

Signature:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Signatory (if other than traveler):  ______________________________________________________________

For Staff (name of employing Member or Committee):  _____________________________________________________

Office Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address of Contact Person:  _____________________________________________________________________

o Check this box if the sponsoring entity is a media outlet, the purpose of the trip is to make a media appearance sponsored by that 
entity, and these forms are being submitted to the Committee less than 30 days before the trip departure date.

NOTE: You must complete all of the contact information fields above, as Committee staff may need to contact you if additional 
information is required.

KEEP A COPY OF THIS FORM. Page 2 (but not this page) must be submitted to the Clerk as part of the post-travel 
disclosure required by House Rule 25. Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy of all request forms and 
supporting paperwork for three subsequent Congresses from the date of travel. 

If there are any questions regarding this form, please contact the Committee on Ethics at 202-225-7103 
or via e-mail: travel.requests@mail.house.gov.

Version date 05/2019 by Committee on Ethics
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______________________________________ 

              1  Please be aware that the Committee’s review of the proposed trip does not extend to either the security 
situation in the destination country or security related to foreign travel in general.  We recommend you contact the 
Office of House Security (OHS) for a safety and security briefing prior to your departure.  OHS may be reached at 
(202) 226-2044 or ohsstaff@mail.house.gov.  House travelers should also register for the U.S. State Department’s 
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at https://step.state.gov. 

 

 
March 23, 2021 

 
 
The Honorable J. Luis Correa 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2301 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 
 Pursuant to House Rule 25, clause 5(d)(2), the Committee on Ethics hereby approves 
your and your spouse’s proposed trip to Qatar,1 scheduled for March 29 to April 3, 2021, 
sponsored by United States Qatar Business Council.   
 

This approval represents the Committee’s determination that the proposed trip complies 
with relevant House rules, federal laws, and Travel Regulations promulgated by the 
Committee.  You should engage in your own assessment of the risks and implications of 
engaging in travel during the current COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

Committee travel regulations require that you submit your complete pre-trip approval 
request to the Committee at least 30 days before the commencement of the trip or it will not be 
granted.  Despite your failure to do so in this instance, we are approving your current request.  
However, any future requests should adhere to the 30-day requirement. 
 

You must complete a Member/Officer Post-Travel Disclosure Form and file it, together 
with a Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form completed by the trip sponsor, with the Clerk of the 
House within 15 days after your return from travel.  As part of that filing, you are also required 
to attach a copy of this letter and both the Traveler and Primary Trip Sponsor Forms (including 
attachments) you previously submitted to the Committee in seeking pre-approval for this trip.  
You must also report all travel expenses totaling more than $415 from a single source on the 
“Travel” schedule of your annual Financial Disclosure Statement covering this calendar year.  
Finally, Travel Regulation § 404(d) also requires you to keep a copy of all request forms and 
supporting information provided to the Committee for three subsequent Congresses from the date 
of travel.     
 

Theodore E. Deutch, Florida 
Chairman 

Jackie Walorski, Indiana 
Ranking Member 

 
Susan Wild, Pennsylvania 
Dean Phillips, Minnesota 
Veronica Escobar, Texas 

Mondaire Jones, New York 
 

Michael Guest, Mississippi 
Dave Joyce, Ohio 

John H. Rutherford, Florida 
Kelly Armstrong, North Dakota 

 

 
 
 

 
 

       ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 
  

 
 

     COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

  

Thomas A. Rust 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel 

 

David W. Arrojo 
Counsel to the Chairman 

 

Kelle A. Strickland 
Counsel to the Ranking Member 

 

1015 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515–6328 

Telephone: (202) 225–7103 
Facsimile: (202) 225–7392 



Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives, we note 
that House Members may accept, under the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA), gifts “of 
minimal value [currently $415] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a foreign 
government.  Any tangible gifts valued in excess of minimal value received from a foreign 
government must, within 60 days of acceptance, be disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifts 
from Foreign Governments and either turned over to the Clerk of the House, or, with the written 
approval of the Committee, retained for official use. 
 

If you have any further questions, please contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and 
Education at extension 5-7103. 
 

Sincerely, 

         
                       Theodore E. Deutch          Jackie Walorski 

      Chairman                     Ranking Member 
 

TED/JW:adw 
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Attachment (1) 

Agenda 
March 29 – April 03, 2021 

 
Monday, March 29, 2021  
Depart from the United States of America 
4:00 PM (PT) from LAX 
 
Tuesday, March 30, 2021 
Arrive to Doha, Qatar  
5:35 PM (AST) Arrive to DOH 
 
6:00 PM: Transport from Hamad International Airport to Four Seasons Hotel Doha, West Bay, 
Doha 
 
7:00 PM: Transportation from Four Seasons Hotel Doha to Next Engagement 
 
7:30 PM ʹ 9:30 PM: Dinner and briefing with Meshal bin Hamad Al-Thani, Qatari Ambassador to 
the US 
 
Participants will be briefed by and engage in dialogue with Meshal bin Hamad Al-Thani and 
economic team members on Qatari business engagements in the US, plans for Qatari 
investment. Participants will have the opportunity to learn about the planned Qatari outreach 
in the US and how Qatar is promoting business ventures in the US. 
 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021  
 
11:30 AM ʹ 1:00 PM: Briefing at Joint Defense Forces (Shield), joint with Qatar, US, UK, France 
and other forces, for training and planning exercises in preparation for the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
led by the Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy. The group will be briefed and engaged 
by Mohammed Al-Mannai, National security and defense Advisor to Prime Minister and 
Minister of the Interior. There will also be briefings by those responsible for joint security of sea 
and air during the 2022 FIFA World Cup. 
 
Participants will partake in observing the training exercises delivered by the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and Legacy in preparation for the 2022 FIFA World Cup. This will include 
training for logistics, security, and the like looking forward to the 2022 FIFA World Cup. The 
event that will include American participation and American business service providers during 
the activities in 2022. 
 
1:00 PM - 1:30 PM Transpiration to Next Engagement 
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1:30 PM - 3:00 PM: Lunch and discussion with Reem bint Mohammed Al Mansoori and Dr. Hind 
bint Abdulrahman Al Muftah, Members of the Shura Council in Katara Village 
 
Participants will be briefed and engage in dialogue on the parliamentary relations and rule of 
law in Qatar. The Shura Council overseas all aƐƉecƚƐ Žf Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ ecŽnŽmǇ͕ and ƚhe membeƌƐ aƌe 
the counterparts to the US Congress. The Shura Council also works on the advancement of 
economic and trade laws which impacts US-Qatar trade and commercial relations. US 
Representatives will learn about the upcoming parliamentary elections to be held in Qatar in 
the latter half of this year.  
 
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM: Visit to Katara Village ʹ Hospitality & Tourism sectors and investments 
 
Participants will visit Katara Village, a key tourism & hospitality development in Qatar. With 
many American tourism & hospitality companies already operating in Qatar like Sheraton, 
Marriott, Intercontinental, etc. and many Qatari investments in the US like St. Regis DC, W 
Hotel Miami, etc., participants will be briefed and engage in dialogue on the many 
opportunities to further collaborate with the US in the hospitality sector. Participants will 
discuss which locations may be of interest for Qatari investment in the US, general 
opportunities for investment in the US hospitality sector, collaboration potential with US-based 
ƚŽƵƌiƐm Θ hŽƐƉiƚaliƚǇ ŽƉeƌaƚŽƌƐ͕ and hŽǁ inǀeƐƚmenƚƐ can cƌeaƚe jŽbƐ in ƚhe ƉaƌƚiciƉanƚƐ͛ 
district. 
 
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM: Return Transportation, Personal Work Time, Preparation and Departure to 
Next Engagement 
 
6:30 PM: Transportation from Four Seasons Hotel Doha to Next Engagement 
 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM: Dinner and briefing by United States-Qatar Business Council (USBQC) 
Managing Director, Mohammed Barakat 
 
PaƌƚiciƉanƚƐ ǁill be bƌiefed bǇ USQBC Managing DiƌecƚŽƌ Žn ƚhe ǁeek͛Ɛ ƵƉcŽming eǀenƚƐ and 
ƚhe ŽƌganiǌaƚiŽn͛Ɛ hiƐƚŽƌǇ ŽƉeƌaƚing in bŽƚh ƚhe US and Qaƚaƌ͘ PaƌƚiciƉanƚƐ ǁill gain beƚƚeƌ 
insight into the success stories of US companies in Qatar, how the US has engaged Qatar as a 
key trading partner, and what opportunities exist to expand US business through further 
contributions to the Qatari economy. 
 
Thursday, April 1, 2021 
 
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM: Preparation for meetings, updates and transportation 
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10:00 AM - 10:35 AM: Meeting with Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdul Aziz Al-Thani ʹ Prime Minister 
& Minister of Interior; Executive Member for the Supreme Council for Economic Affairs and 
Investment (SCEAI) 
 
Participants will be briefed and engage in dialogue on the broad, overarching Qatar foreign and 
dŽmeƐƚic inǀeƐƚmenƚ ƐƚƌaƚegǇ͕ inclƵding Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ gŽal Žf inǀeƐƚing Ψϰϱ billiŽn in ƚhe Uniƚed 
States. They will learn about existing US-Qatar economic ties and the long-term growth 
objectives and discuss potential growth opportunities. Participants will develop a greater 
ƵndeƌƐƚanding Žf hŽǁ ƚhe US fiƚƐ inƚŽ Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ inǀeƐƚmenƚ ƐƚƌaƚegǇ and ǁhaƚ ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵniƚieƐ can 
be explored specific to their districts. There will be discussion on US-Qatar relations as well as 
political stability and security in the GCC region. 
 
10:40 AM - 11:45 AM: Meeting with Head of State, the Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al-Thani and Head of the Supreme Council for Economic Affairs and Investment (SCEAI) 
 
Participants will be briefed and engage in dialogue on the broad, overarching Qatar foreign and 
dŽmeƐƚic inǀeƐƚmenƚ ƐƚƌaƚegǇ͕ inclƵding Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ gŽal Žf inǀeƐƚing Ψϰϱ billiŽn in ƚhe Uniƚed 
States. They will learn about existing US-Qatar economic ties and the long-term growth 
objectives and discuss potential growth opportunities. Participants will develop a greater 
ƵndeƌƐƚanding Žf hŽǁ ƚhe US fiƚƐ inƚŽ Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ inǀeƐƚmenƚ ƐƚƌaƚegǇ and ǁhaƚ ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵniƚieƐ can 
be explored specific to their districts. There will be discussion on US-Qatar relations, specifically 
related to political stability and security in the GCC region and upcoming sports events in Qatar.  
 
11:30 AM - 11:40 AM Transportation to Next Engagement 
 
11:45 AM - 12:45 PM: Meeting and briefing with Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, 
Chairman of Qatar Investment Authority, Deputy Prime Minister, and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 
Participants will be briefed and engage in dialogue with Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani 
Žn Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ cƵƌƌenƚ fŽƌeign diƌecƚ inǀeƐƚmenƚ strategy. Participants will learn about key sectors 
of interest for Qatari investment in the US and will discuss how to facilitate this investment in 
the US. There will be discussion on US-Qatar relations as well as political stability and security in 
the GCC region. 
 
12:45 PM - 1:00 PM Transportation to Next Engagement 
 
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM: Visit to Qatar Foundation and tour of Qatar National Library 
 
Participants will be briefed and engage in dialogue with Qatar Foundation representatives to 
learn about Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ naƚiŽnal edƵcaƚiŽn iniƚiaƚiǀeƐ and ƚhe cƵlƚƵƌal Ɛignificance Žf ƚheƐe aƌeaƐ aƐ 
they pertain to the Qatar-USA 2021 Year of Culture, in addition to the incentives and benefits 
they could bring to US investment from their home constituencies.  
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2:00 PM - 2:15 PM: Transportation to Next Engagement 
 
2:15 PM - 4:00 PM: Lunch with Ahmed bin Jassim Al-Thani, Economic Advisor to the Amir and 
Secretary General of the Supreme Council of Economic Affairs and Investment (SCEAI) 
 
During this working lunch, participants will be briefed and engage in dialogue with Ahmed bin 
Jassim Al-Thani ǁhŽ ǁill ƉƌeƐenƚ Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ ecŽnŽmic engagemenƚƐ ǁiƚh ƚhe US and ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵniƚieƐ 
ƚŽ Ɛƚƌengƚhen bƵƐineƐƐ ƚieƐ͘ The bƌiefing ǁill inclƵde ƚhe majŽƌ ƚeneƚƐ Žf Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ NaƚiŽnal ViƐiŽn 
2030 and a discussion of how the US and Qatar can align on investment opportunities within 
ƚhiƐ fƌameǁŽƌk͘ PaƌƚiciƉanƚƐ ǁill leaƌn abŽƵƚ Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ inǀeƐƚmenƚ ƐƚƌaƚegǇ and keǇ aƌeaƐ ǁheƌe 
their districts can benefit from enhanced business ties. 
 
4:00 PM - 6:30 PM: Return Transportation, Personal Time, Transportation and Departure to 
Next Engagement 
 
6:30 PM - 7:00 PM Transportation from Four Seasons Hotel Doha to Next Engagement 
 
7:00 PM - 9:45 PM: Dinner and discussion by special guests, Dana Al-Fardan, Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ fiƌƐƚ female 
singer-songwriter, and Hassan Al-Thawadi, Secretary-General of the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy for the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
 
US Representatives will learn about the cultural significance of these areas as they pertain to 
the Qatar-USA 2021 Year of Culture in addition to the incentives and benefits they could bring 
to US investment from their home constituencies. There will also be discussion around the 
upcoming 2022 FIFA World Cup, associated contracts, and future opportunities for American 
companies. 
 
Friday, April 02, 2021 
 
9:00 AM - ϭϬ͗ϭϱ AM͗ Bƌiefing bǇ US EmbaƐƐǇ Chaƌge d͛affaiƌeƐ͕ AmbaƐƐadŽƌ Gƌeƚa HŽlƚǌ aƚ Chief 
of Mission Residence 
 
Participants will be bƌiefed bǇ US Chaƌge d͛affaiƌeƐ AmbaƐƐadŽƌ Gƌeƚa HŽlƚǌ Žn US-Qatar 
bilateral relations. This will provide an opportunity for the participants to learn about the key 
strengths of the trade/commercial, security, defense and energy relationship between the US 
and Qatar. 
 
10:15 AM - 10:45 AM: Transportation to Next Engagement 
 
11:00 AM - 12:30 PM: Meeting and briefing with select USQBC members and business leaders 
in Qatar at the Four Seasons Hotel Doha 
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Participants will meet with current USQBC members who will give a briefing on their 
cŽmƉanieƐ͛ hiƐƚŽƌǇ in Qaƚaƌ͕ fŽllŽǁed bǇ an opportunity to engage in dialogue with USQBC 
members. Participants will gain better insight into the stories of US commercial success in 
Qatar, how the US has engaged Qatar as a key trading partner, and what opportunities exist to 
expand US businesses through further contributions to the Qatari economy. 
 
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM: Transportation from Four Seasons Hotel Doha to Next Engagement 
 
2:00 PM - 3:30 PM: Lunch and tour to tourism sites and resort investments with briefing by 
USQBC Managing Director, Mohammed Barakat, on final engagements and departure process  
 
3:30 PM - 5:30 PM: Personal time 
 
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM: Return Transportation, Personal Work Time, Preparation and Departure to 
Next Engagement 
 
7:30 PM - 11:00 PM: Business dinner reception and dialogue event hosted by USQBC with the 
Ali bin Ahmed Al KƵǁaƌi͕ Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ MiniƐƚeƌ Žf CŽmmeƌce Θ IndƵƐƚƌǇ͕ and ƚhe US bƵƐineƐƐ 
community and member companies present in Qatar 
 
Participants will be invited to a dinner reception where they will meet and engage in dialogue 
with the US-Qatar business community present in Qatar, including USQBC member companies 
and USQBC representatives, Qatari businessmen and women, and US Embassy officials. 
Participants will learn about the experiences of the greater business community and how their 
constituent districts will benefit from additional business opportunities. Also in attendance will 
be Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ MiniƐƚeƌ Žf CŽmmeƌce Θ IndƵƐƚƌǇ͕ Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari, to share with US 
Representatives about the upcoming US-Qatar Economic Roadshow in the US, the overall US-
Qatar trade relationship, and opportunities to collaborate and enhance trade between the two 
countries. Executives from the financial banking sector will engage with US Representatives to 
diƐcƵƐƐ Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ financial ƐǇstem, credit facilitation to exports and imports, ways in which 
Ameƌican cŽmƉanieƐ can acceƐƐ and Ƶƚiliǌe Qaƚaƌ͛Ɛ banking ƐǇƐƚem͕ and cŽnnecƚiŽnƐ ƚŽ ƚhe US 
banking system. 
 
Saturday, April 03, 2021 
Depart from Doha, Qatar to return to the United State of America 
7:50 AM (AST) Departing from DOH 
 
(same day) 
2:00 PM (PT) Arrive to LAX 
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Mohammed Barakat <mohammedbarakat@usqbc.org>

Re: Ethics Private Sponsor Travel Questions - USQBC; Qatar; March 2021
1 message

Mohammed Barakat <mohammedbarakat@usqbc.org> Sun, Mar 28, 2021 at 9:18 AM
To: "Wambold, Adam" <Adam.Wambold@mail.house.gov>

Good morning Adam,

I wanted to give you a quick update on our trip, we have finalized the travel plans, in the process we had to change
the hotel reservations, the new rate of the hotel is lower than we estimated in our sponsorship form, the new hotel will
be Fourseasons Doha, instead of mandarin oriental, the current rate is ~$260 per night, instead of the estimated ~
$350. The hotel is still in the same vicinity of the previous hotel, and provide the same ease of access to the planned
meetings and provide safe and secure access. 

We will provide the detailed cost as per the guidelines on the post trip forms. 

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Best, 
M

On Tue, Mar 23, 2021 at 1:26 PM Mohammed Barakat <mohammedbarakat@usqbc.org> wrote:
Dear Adam,
Thank you for the update and the good news!

We work on the trip forms and information according to the committee guidelines!  

Best,
Mohammed Barakat
Managing Director
US-Qatar Business Council

From: Wambold, Adam <Adam.Wambold@mail.house.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 1:01 PM
To: 'Mohammed Barakat'
Subject: RE: Ethics Private Sponsor Travel Questions - USQBC; Qatar; March 2021
 

Hello Mohammed,

 

I just got the final approval from the Chairman and Ranking Member for this trip.  I will be emailing the travelers
shortly.

 

Please remember that you will need to complete the Sponsor Post-Travel Disclosure Form no later than 10 days
after the Date of Return of the trip for each individual traveler.  You will also need to give the travelers the final

mailto:mohammedbarakat@usqbc.org
mailto:Adam.Wambold@mail.house.gov
https://ethics.house.gov/sites/ethics.house.gov/files/documents/Ethics_INTERACTIVE_Sponsor%20Post-Travel%20Disclosure%20Form_12-27-2018.pdf
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version of the Primary Trip Sponsor Form and trip agenda to use in their post-travel disclosures.

 

If you have any questions, feel free to let me know.

 

Safe travels!

 

Adam Wambold

Professional Staff

Committee on Ethics

U.S. House of Representatives

Work Cell: 202-725-8877

 

From: Mohammed Barakat <mohammedbarakat@usqbc.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 3:49 PM
To: Wambold, Adam <Adam.Wambold@mail.house.gov>
Subject: Re: Ethics Private Sponsor Travel Questions - USQBC; Qatar; March 2021

 

Thank you! 

 

Best,

M

 

Best,

Mohammed Barakat

Managing Director

US-Qatar Business Council

From: Wambold, Adam <Adam.Wambold@mail.house.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 3:48:19 PM
To: 'Mohammed Barakat' <mohammedbarakat@usqbc.org>
Subject: RE: Ethics Private Sponsor Travel Questions - USQBC; Qatar; March 2021

 

Hello Mohammed,

mailto:mohammedbarakat@usqbc.org
mailto:Adam.Wambold@mail.house.gov
mailto:Adam.Wambold@mail.house.gov
mailto:mohammedbarakat@usqbc.org


 

 

 
Attachment (2) 

Agenda 
March 29 – April 03, 2021 

 
 
Monday, March 29, 2021  
Depart from the United States of America 
9:05 PM (EDT) from IAD 
 
Tuesday, March 30, 2021 
Arrive to Doha, Qatar  
5:00 PM (AST) Arrive to DOH 
 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021  
 
9:00 ʹ 10:00 AM Meeting US Embassy Team in Qatar 
 
Participants will meet with the US Head of Mission and Commercial Officers for a briefing and dialogue 
about the existing US-Qatar business relationship. This will allow participants to explore the potential 
expansion of business ties between American companies operating in Qatar most relevant to their 
constituencies. 
 
10:00  ʹ 11:30 AM Personal Work Time, Preparation and Transportation to Next Engagement 
 
11:30 AM ʹ 12:30 PM: Meeting with Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdul Aziz Al-Thani ʹ Prime Minister & Minister 
of Interior; Executive Member for Supreme Council for Economic Affairs and Investment (SCEAI) 
 
Participants will be briefed and engage in dialogue on the broad, overarching Qatar foreign and domestic 
investment strategy͕ including Qatar͛s goal of investing Ψϰϱ billion in the United States. They will learn 
about existing US-Qatar economic ties and the long-term growth objectives and discuss potential growth 
opportunities. Participants will develop a greater understanding of how the US fits into Qatar͛s investment 
strategy and what opportunities can be explored specific to their districts. 
 
12:30 ʹ 1:00 PM: Transportation to Next Engagement 
 
1:00 ʹ 2:30 PM: Lunch with select US & Qatari business leaders and Ahmed bin Jassim Al-Thani, Economic 
Advisor to the Amir and Secretary General of the Supreme Council of Economic Affairs and Investment 
(SCEAI) 
 
During this working lunch, participants will be briefed by and engage in dialogue with Ahmed bin Jassim Al-
Thani who will present Qatar͛s economic engagements with the US and opportunities to strengthen 
business ties. The briefing will include the major tenets of the Qatar National Vision 2030 and a discussion 



 

 

of how the US and Qatar can align on investment opportunities within this framework. Participants will 
learn about Qatar͛s investment strategy and key areas where their districts can benefit from enhanced 
business ties. 
 
The briefing and discussion will last 1 hour with 30 minutes remaining for lunch. 
 
2:30 ʹ 3:30 PM: Return Transportation, Personal Work Time, Preparation and Departure to Next 
Engagement 
 
4:00 ʹ 6:00 PM: Visits to cultural and business locations (e.g., museums, markets)  
 
Participants will visit key business facilities such as business parks, free zones, and markets that have the 
potential to host US businesses and further US business interests. Participants will learn about the cultural 
significance of these areas as they pertain to the Qatar-USA 2021 Year of Culture in addition to the 
incentives and benefits they could bring to US investment from their home constituencies.  
 
6:00 ʹ 7:00 PM: Return Transportation, Personal Time, Preparation and Departure to Next Engagement 
 
7:00 ʹ 8:30 PM: Business Dinner with USQBC Members and Partners 
 
Participants will meet with current USQBC members who will give a briefing on their companies͛ history in 
Qatar as well as their future plans, followed by an opportunity to engage in dialogue with USQBC 
members. Participants will gain better insight into the stories of US commercial success in Qatar, how the 
US has engaged Qatar as a key trading partner, and what opportunities exist to expand US businesses 
through further contributions to the Qatari economy. 
 
The briefing and discussion will last 1 hour with 30 minutes remaining for dinner. 
 
Thursday, April 1, 2021 
 
10:00 ʹ 10:45 AM: Meeting with Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, Chairman of Qatar Investment 
Authority, Qatar͛s Deputy Prime Minister, and Qatar͛s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 
Participants will be briefed by and engage in dialogue with Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani on 
Qatar͛s current foreign direct investment strategy͘ Participants will learn about key sectors of interest for 
Qatari investment in the US and will discuss how to facilitate this investment in the US.  
 
10:45 ʹ 11:00 AM Transporation to Next Engagement 
 
11:00 AM ʹ 12:30 PM: Meeting and visit to Qatar Foundation 
 
Participants will be briefed by and engage in dialogue with Qatar Foundation representatives on Qatar͛s 
research & development initiatives, investments in healthcare and healthcare research, and opportunities 



 

 

for exports of US medical-sector technology providers. Participants will learn how these business ties can 
benefit their home districts.  
 
12:30 ʹ 1:00 PM: Transportation to Next Engagement 
 
1:00 ʹ 2:30 PM: Lunch Briefing and Discussion with Representatives from Qatar͛s Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry 

 
Participants will attend a lunch with representatives from the Ministry of Commerce & Industry and will be 
briefed on the opportunities to enhance trade between the two countries. Participants will have the 
opportunity to engage in dialogue with Qatar͛s Ministry of Commerce and Industry Officials and learn 
about Qatar͛s newest export and import rules and regulations, taxes, tariffs, and other factors that may 
affect trade with US companies. 
 
This briefing and discussion will last 1 hour with 30 minutes remaining for lunch. 
 
2:30 ʹ 4:00 PM: Return Transportation, Personal Time, Transportation and Departure to Next Engagement 
 
4:00 ʹ 5:30 PM: Visit to Katara Village ʹ Hospitality & Tourism sectors and investments 
 
Participants will visit Katara Village, a key tourism & hospitality development in Qatar. With many 
American tourism & hospitality companies already operating in Qatar like Sheraton, Marriott, 
Intercontinental, etc. and many Qatari investments in the US like St. Regis DC, W Hotel Miami, etc., 
participants will be briefed and engage in dialogue on the many opportunities to further collaborate with 
the US in the hospitality sector. Participants will discuss which locations may be of interest for Qatari 
investment in the US, general opportunities for investment in the US hospitality sector, collaboration 
potential with US-based tourism & hospitality operators, and how investments can create jobs in the 
participants͛ district͘ 
 
5:30 ʹ 6:00 PM: Transportation to Next Engagement 
 
6:00 ʹ 7:00 PM: Briefing and Dialogue with Meshal bin Hamad Al-Thani, Ambassador of Qatar to the US, 
and Supporting Economic Team 
 
Participants will be briefed by and engage in dialogue with Meshal bin Hamad Al-Thani and economic team 
members on Qatari business engagements in the US, plans for Qatari investment. Participants will have 
the opportunity to learn about the planned Qatari outreach in the US and how Qatar is promoting business 
ventures in the US. 
 
Friday, April 02, 2021 
 
9:00 ʹ 10:00 AM: Personal time, Preparation and Departure to First Engagement 
 



 

 

10:00 ʹ 11:30 AM: Meeting with the Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy for the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup in Qatar to discuss infrastructure projects, US companies͛ involvement͕ and future opportunities 
 
Participants will meet and engage in dialogue with the Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy for the 
2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar. The Supreme Committee will provide an overview of the current US 
involvement in Qatar͛s build-up to the World Cup and what opportunities exist for additional 
collaboration. Participants will learn about the various infrastructure, sport-related, broadcasting, 
equipment provision, and other opportunities that may benefit American businesses. 
 
11:30 ʹ 12:00 PM: Transportation to Next Engagement 
 
12:00 ʹ 1:30 PM: Lunch, briefing and Discussion of Qatar͛s capabilities  in shipping and transportation as 
well as Qatar͛s free economic zones by members of Qatar͛s logistics and and transportation experts 
 
Participants will discuss Qatar͛s recent infrastructure developments and geographical location benefits 
that will make the country a key hub for shipping and transportation in the region. Participants will learn 
about the opportunities for investment in these areas and how these recent developments can benefit 
their home districts. 
 
This discussion will last 1 hour with 30 minutes remaining for lunch. 
 
1:30 ʹ 2:00 PM: Transportation to Next Engagement 
 
2:00 ʹ 4:30 PM: Visit to Al Udeid and briefing with Minister of State for Defense Affairs Dr. Khalid bin 
Mohamed Al Attiyah 
 
Participants will visit Al Udeid airbase and tour the facilities. They will then be briefed by and engage in 
dialogue with Dr. Khalid bin Mohamed Al Attiyah on the existing US-Qatar defense and security situation. 
He will give an overview of the region͛s security situation and counterterrorism operations. Participants 
will learn about opportunities for future collaboration in the security and defense fields, and other US 
export opportunities in the areas such as safety and protective equipment, among others. 
 
4:30 ʹ 6:00 PM ʹ Return Transportation, Personal Work Time, Preparation and Departure to Next 
Engagement 
 
6:00 - 8:30 PM ʹ Business dinner and dialogue event hosted by USQBC with the US business community 
and member companies present in Qatar 
 
Participants will be invited to a dinner where they will meet and engage in dialogue with the US-Qatar 
business community present in Qatar, including USQBC member companies and USQBC representatives, 
Qatari businessmen and women, and US Embassy officials. Participants will learn about the experiences of 
the greater business community and how their constituent districts will benefit from additional US-Qatar 
business ties. 



 

 

 
This meeting and discussion will last 1 hour with the remaining time dedicated to dinner and briefing 
activities. 
 
Saturday, April 03, 2021 
Depart from Doha, Qatar to return to the United State of America 
8:35 AM (AST) Departing from DOH 
 
(same day) 
4:00 PM (EDT) Arrive to IAD 
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Attachment (3) 
 

Invited US House of Representatives Members 
 

1. Congressman Ruben Gallego – US Representative from Arizona  
 

Explore opportunities for potential Qatari investments in Rep. Gallego's district and 
opportunities for district businesses to export to Qatar in order to promote business 
expansion and job creation in the district. 

 
2. Congressman Eric Swalwell - US Representative from California 
 
Explore opportunities for potential Qatari investments in Rep. Swalwell's district and 
opportunities for district businesses to export to Qatar in order to promote business 
expansion and job creation in the district. 

 
3. Congresswoman Sara Jacobs – US Representative from California  
 
Explore opportunities for potential Qatari investments in Rep. Jacobs's district and 
opportunities for district businesses to export to Qatar in order to promote business 
expansion and job creation in the district. 

 
4. Congressman Lou Correa – US Representative from California 
 
Explore opportunities for potential Qatari investments in Rep. Correa's district and 
opportunities for district businesses to export to Qatar in order to promote business 
expansion and job creation in the district. 

 
5. Congresswoman Lisa McClain – US Representative from Michigan  
 
Explore opportunities for potential Qatari investments in Rep. McClain's district and 
opportunities for district businesses to export to Qatar in order to promote business 
expansion and job creation in the district. 
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